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H’wood Clerics Eye Press Notices, 
They Don't Like Those Elopements 





a 
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Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

,ocal ministers have launched 
another cut-rate marriage war in 
an endeavor to stem the tide of 
elopements among the film mob. 

Clerics are disturbed because 80 
many of the picture names are do- 
ing their knot tying in secret and 
out-of-town, thus denying’ the 
clergymen their publicity breaks in 
the dailies. 

Ministers are offering to cut 
prices not so much for the dough 
but because they figure they need 
the press blurbs for themselves and 
their churches. There has always 
been keen competition among the 
parsons for such a marrying job 
because it meant a break in the 
news columns and a possible pay 
check at the studios for parsoning 
to the celluloid. 

With elopements and quiet cere- 
monies now the order of the day, 
the ministers feel they are being 
deprived of these past prerogatives. 

Clerics are watching the papers 
closer than ever for news of en- 
gagements, pending marriages and 
chatterer tip-offs. Once it is 
spotted that a film celeb is about 
to take the marital step the solici- 
tation for the harnessing job goes 
on. 

Femme end of the bargain is im- 
mediately besieged by letters and 
telephone calls with the ministers 
offering all kinds of inducements 
for the bride-to-be to pick her 
church. 

Preachers, however, are not the 
only persons who put on such a 

(Continued on page 48) 


Socialist Mayor, Scot, 
On Free List, Insists 
On Sitting in Balcony 


Bridgeport, Nov. 20. 

Jasper McLevy, the Scotch roofer 
who became New England’s first 
Socialist mayor, will go on seeing 
the cinemas from the balcony. 

The man who won a 30-year po- 
litical fight by being voted into the 
No. 1 chair in Bridgeport’s city hali 
never sits in the orchestra. The 
shelf’s good enough for him. 

Jasper—that’s what he likes the 
townsfolk to call him—went down 
to Poli’s to see the Fox Movietone 
shots of his inauguration. Manager 
Matt Saunders invited the mayor- 
elect to an aisle chair on the ground 
floor. ‘No,’ countered Socialism’'s 
new hero, ‘if I came down from the 
balcony, people might think I've 
gone high-hat.’ And Jasper mount- 
ed the staits. 





Bullitt from Pix 


Hugh Bullitt, first American Am- 
bassador to Russia under the 
Roosevelt-Litvinoff accord, is for- 
merly from pictures. 

He was a story editor for Para- 
meunt about 1920. 


Radio’s 12 Best 





1. Rudy Vallee Varieties— 
(Fleischmann Yeast). 

2. Amos ’n’ Andy—(Pepso- 
dent). 

3. Burns & Allen—Guy Lom- 
bardo Orch — (Robert Burns 
Cigar). 

4. Maxwell House Show 
Boat — (Maxwell House Cof- 
fee). 

5. Whiteman-Jolson 
(Kraft Cheese). 

6. Jack Benny—(Chevrolet). 

7. Will Rogers—(Gulf Oil). 

8 Ben Bernie — Blue Rib- 
bon Malt). 

9. Fred Allen—(Best Foods). 

10. Jack Pearl — (Lucky 
Strikes). 

11. Phil Baker—(Armour). 

12. Bing Crosby — (Wood- 
bury’s Soap). 


BWAY THEATRES 
FEAR REPEAL 
HOTCHA 


Revue— 














Downtown theatres in New York 
and all over are contemplating early 
closings and other precautionary 
measures for Dec. 5, the day of pro- 
hibition repeal. Some of the Times 
Square picture houses are consider- 
ing shutting down around 11 p.m., 
two hours before the regular shut- 
ting time. 

Most of the concern is over plate 
glass and other destructible lobby 
stuff, although some of the more 
cautious managers are also worry- 
ing about what might happen in- 
side the theatres. 

It’s generally figured that Repeal 
Night will make New Year's Eve 
look like St. Swithin’s Day in com- 
parison. 


Drinking Song Cycle 


With the approach of repeal pop- 
ular music is in for another drink- 
ing song cycle. 

Several publishing firms are 











readying new tunes of this genre 
for release around the end of No- 
vember while the others are dust- 





AMUSEMENT KITTY 


Trear, Ia., Nov. 20. 
Merchs ts of the city have estab- 
lished a kitty in which they de-| 
posit money every month | 
The b.r. is used for entertainment | 
and other advertisii.g promotional | 
matter to draw shoppers to the} 
community. 








ADIO FAVS 





FUNNY FELLOWS 
TILL POPULAR 


But Greatest Radio Per- 
sonality of Year Is Roose- 
velt—Variety Poll of Its 
Staff Correspondents 
Again Emphasizes Back- 
wardness of Air in De- 
veloping New Talent 








SAVANTS OFF 





‘Variety’ resumes its pulse taking 
of the nation’s radio likes with a 
summary of the 12 most popular 
radio programs for the early fall 
period up to November 1. As pre- 


viousiy, ‘Variety’ bases its poll upon 
the regional surveys submitted by 
its staff correspondents located in 
cities and towns throughout the 
country. 

Ed Wynn and Eddie Cantor, rank- 
ing No. 1 and No. 3 in the last poll 
(May 16, 1933) are not included in 
the present listing. Wynn but lately 
reusmed and Cantor just came east 
from Hollywood and started again 
Sunday (19). 

Only one woman, Gracie Allen, 
partner of George Burns on the 
Robert Burns Cigar program ap- 
pears on the list of 12 national fav- 


(Continued on page 38) 


‘STREETS OF PARIS’ MAY 
GO INTO N. Y. GARDEN 


Madison Square Garden, N. Y., is 
negotiating for ‘Streets of Paris,’ 
cabarets and shows first grouped in 
Chicago at the World’s Fair. Idea 
is to spot the attractions in the 
basement of the Garden for the 
winter. Deal is pending, awaiting 
the status of prohibition repeal and 
the limitations of New York's new 
liquor rules. 

At the fair the ‘Paris’ consisted of 
16 shows and 10 bars. There are 
three ‘Streets of Paris’ touring. 
There is also a similar outfit on the 
road called ‘Midway Nights,’ with 
the Chicago tag. 

‘Paris’ was something of a clean- 
up at the fair. Lowest estimated 
profit was $300,000. Cost of Garden 
installation and guarantees is about 
$50,000. 











The McCoy 


There’s a club entertainer 
playing the South Jersey road- 
houses who refers to himself, 
both verbally and in his ad- 
vance billing as ‘The Jewish 
Lou Holtz.’ 

Fellow’s real name ds Gins- 
burg. 
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Runners-Up 





Fred Waring’s Orch. 

Jimmy Durante-Ruth Et- 
ting. 

Wayne King Orch. 

Father Coughlin. 

Joe Penner. 

Myrt and Marge. 

Olsen & Johnson. 

Boake Carter. 

Crumit & Sanderson. 

Cities Service (Jessica Drag- 
onette). 

Easy Aces. 

George Jessel. 


MAE WEST GETS 
BIGGEST COIN 
IN RADIO 











Mae West’s salary, if and when 
set for Hind’s Almond and Honey 
Cream will be $6,000 per broadcast 
with the commercial absorbing the 
line charges and cost of authoring 
the script. Cosmetic currently has 
in mind either a Monday or Wednes- 
day night half hour, which will 
make either Jan. 15 or 17 the start- 
ing date. 

Hind’s vorder with NBC is for 
around 50 stations on a coast to 
coast link. Soon as the traffic 
problems have been cleared up the 
option on Mae West's air services 
will be converted into a contract. 
Film femme’s salary is the highest 
starting figure yet paid in broad- 
easting. This is also virtually the 
highest net salary now prevailing 
in radio. With script costs deducted 
from his $7,500 Wynn comes close 
to similar classification, however. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan is the agency 
on the account. 





Mixed Harmony 





Los Angeles, Nov. 20. 

Falsetto voices apparently coming 
from the manl: lips of the Maxwell 
Choristers in Fox’s pic, ‘The Power 
and the Glory,’ has caused Philip 
Maxwell, director, and members of 
the tune outfit, to file a Superior 
court suit seeking $50,000 alleged 
damages from the studio, 

Femme octaves wafted from the 
basso profundo throats of the chor- 
isters, in effect, is the result of Fox 
studio allegedly dubbing in a chorus 
of mixed voices after having hired 
the Maxwells to appear and sing in 
the But the public, not in on 
| the technique, hear only 





film. 


dubbing 


| the mixed voices from the male mu- | mixed 


| sikers and are inclined to laugh, in- 
| sinuates the plaintiff. 


Soviet-U. §. Accord Hastens 
Avalanche of Vodka Flickers 


+ (renee 





|nighterie 


| 


| 


|of colored district, 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

With United States and Russia 
having resumed diplomatic relations 
the studios are rushing to get Soviet 
stories into work, figuring that the 
first avalanche of American films on 
the subject will get profitable re- 
turns in both countries. 

Metro is getting ready ‘Soviet,’ 
reported to have cost about $300,000 
thus far, for an immediate start. 
Company has several other Russe 
yarns on the shelf which will be 
dusted off. Paramount has ‘Choco- 
late,” a modern Russe novel which 
Cecil De Mille wants to make, and 
Columbia has ‘Red Suare’ on which 
Lewis Milestone and Laurence Stal- 
lings went to Russia, with Milestone 
directing. 

Universal has ‘Ural’ and RKO has 
a story by Henry Wales who visited 
Moscow when with the Chicago Tri- 
bune’s European press service. 

Two years ago all the studios 
were hot on Soviet subjects but 
afraid on account of diplomatic re- 
lations. 

Early this year Warners turned 
out a Russian subject in ‘Scarlet 
Dawn’ which proved a weakie at the 
b. o. 

Metro’s ‘Soviet’ is being toned by 
Seymour Stern for immediate pro- 
duction. 


Bermuda Islanders Say 
Radio Offsets Onions, 


Lillies, Honeymoons 








Hamilton, Nov. 16. 

Colony of Bermuda has cast a 
calculating eye upon radio receiving 
sets as a possible object for taxa- 
tion. This has brought forth a 
mighty squawk from the residents 
here who contend that radio is no 
luxury when you live in Bermuda 
but a necessity. 

3ermudians say that outside of 
sniffing onions and lilies and watch- 
ing the -boats full of American 
honeymooners dock there isn’t any 
entertainment for them. Night life 
in the hotels is priced for Amer- 
ican pocketbooks only. 


NEGRO COWPUNCHERS IN 
PORTABLE NIGHT CLUB 


Fort Wayne, Nov. 20. 
Ralph Miller, former Philly pitch- 
er and basketball pro, has erected a 
portable building at the baseball 
field here and has opened a colored 
called ‘The Last Round- 








Up.’ 

Wild West atmosphere with wait- 
ers in chaps and Stetsons. In heart 
the place draws 
crowds. Guests park their 
cars the grand-stand and 
tramp across the diamond. 


outside 
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Open Season Now for Those Phoney 


Gander and Santa Publicity Stills 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

With Thanksgiviing almost here 
and Christmas and New Year in the 
offing, it’s open season in Hollywood 
for those phoney photographs of 
picture stars celebrating the holi- 
days which are aimed for breaks in 
the newspapers and fan magazines. 

There’s no time off for the picture 
star these days. Every time they get 
a minute to spare, the studio press 
agents hustle them to the photo- 
graph gallery where they don some 
silly looking costume to be mugged 
in a sillier pose. For Thanksgiving 
the pictures are rather standard- 
ized. Male stars appear in the mags 


Femme stars are photographed in 
a kitchen, preparing their favorite | 
recipe for cranberry sauce or plum 
pudding. Food formulae are also 
printed for the femme fans of the 
country to dish out to their old men. 
Recipes are usually copped from « 
standard cooking book. Then there's 
always the pic‘ure of the good look- 
ing gal player chasing a turkey. 
This is classed as leg art with the 
gal pulling her skirts up above the 


knees. No one ever pays attention 
to the turkey’s legs unless on a 
table. 


For Christmas, stars are usual'y 
photographed at a Christmas tree or 
building a snow man or engaging 
in winter sports. Shots are made on 
a stage with asbestos snow and 
have about as much Christmas 
cheer as the bootleggers have this 
coming Yuletide. Femme stars are 
posed in trick Santa Claus costumes 
showing plenty of leg. Whiskers 
are out for the femme Kris Kringle 
as no one cares about whiskers 
when gams are showing. 

While the stars are in the galler- 
ies, press agents try to get other 
holiday arts. Usually they drag out 
the moth-eaten Bunny costume for 
Easter. It's always good, and gets 
a break in papers which like to 
p:ease the kiddies. 





sticking a knife into a prop gander. | 
} 
| 
' 


¢ 





Penalty of Thrift 


ee 


Des Moines, Nov. 20. 

A couple of theatre boys in 
the midwest saved $1,200 each 
during the depression and are 
both taking a year’s leave of 
absence from Tri-States The- 
atres corp. for a world cruise. 

They got their leaves on 
pleas of ill health, but G. 
Ralph Bratton, general man- 
ager for Tri-States, says that’s 
easy enough to explain—any- 
one who had saved that much 
money during the past few 
years would be broken down 
in health all right. 














KIDDIN’ ON THE SQUARE 


Extras Take Their Pseudo- 
Raiding Too Literally 





Mex 





Hollywood, Nov, 20. 

Zecall of Metro’s ‘Viva Villa’ 
company from Mexico City is due 
to the fact that natives hired by 
studio for mob work were former 
adherents of Villa and took their 
pic raiding proclivities on the level. 
In one instance, when the company 
shot a supposed raid on a village, 
the Mexican mob got out of control 
and kept on shooting, pillaging and 
generally terrorizing hamlet. Final’y 
subdued but happenings had off- 
color reaction in Mexico City. 

Previously two Mexican papers, 
the Daily Crafico and the Cine- 
grafico, attacked the company’s 
filming of the pic as a ‘desecration 
of historical truth.’ Studios reports 
latter paper one of small circula- 
tion. 


Napoleon Not Active 
Enuff for Robinson 











METRO PERUSES ALCOTT 
YARNS TO TOP ‘WOMEN’ 


Hollyweod, Nov, 20. 
digging for story materiai 
can be used to _ follow 
Radio's ‘Little Women, MGM is 
considering two other Louisa M. 
Alcott books, ‘Little Men’ and ‘Jo's 
Boys.’ 





In 
which 


Sluffing Buster 


“Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
his front handle not 
sufficiently classy for dramatic 
parts, Paramount has added the 
name Larry to Buster Crabbe. 
Studio plans to take the swim- 
mer out of athletic parts and put 
him into drawing-room stuff. Even- 
tually the Buster will be dropped. 


Believing 





Hurry Up ‘Nana’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Four different units are working 
to wash up ‘Nana.’ 
Assistant directors are handling 
two on atmosphere stuff. 
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Decision of Warners to. shelve 
' production of ‘Napoleon’ until later 
lresulted from agreement of studio 
| execs that Edward G. Robinson’s 
‘last picture, ‘Dark Hazard’ de- 
pended on characterization rather 
than action, and would be unwise 
to follow that feature with another 
yarn of similar tenor. 

Warners now looking for an ace 
tion story to serve as Robinson’s 
next picture, and ‘Napoleon’ is 
slated to follow later. Both studio 
execs and Robinson vetoed Ben 
Hecht’s ‘Upperworld,’ which is al- 
ready owned by the company. 





‘Dark Angel’ Remake 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
John Balderston has left for Eng- 
land to work on the treatment for 


the remake of ‘Dark Angel’ for 
Samuel Goldwyn. 
Writer is expected to return 


about Jan. 1. 





Joan Bennett Pacted 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Radio has closed a two pic deal 
with Joan Bennett. 
Contract fulfilment goes over 
until March, however, in the inter- 
ests of motherhood. 





PAR OPTIONS 2 

Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Paramount has handed stock con- 
tracts to Barbara Adams and Eliza- 
beth Young. Both were originally 
signed by Par on one picture deals, 
company taking options for termers. 
Miss Adams passed inspection in 
‘Border Legion,’ and official okay 
was given Miss Young after she 

finished a part in ‘Big Executive.’ 


SAILINGS 


Nov. 25 (New York to Trieste) 
Countess Zanardi Landi (Comte de 
Savoia). 

Nov. 22 (New York to London), 
Marian Marsh (Europa). 

Nov. 20 (Los Angeles to New 
York, Arthur Hornblow (Virginia). 

Nov. 17 (New York to London) 
David Manners, Cary Grant, Ran- 
dolph Scott, Jack Kapp (Paris). 

Nov. 15 (New York to London) 
Sir John Reith, Vincent Youmans, 
Frane C. Dodd (Majestic). 

Nov. 15 (New York to Genoa), 
Mrs. Arthur Kelly (Majestic). 

Nov. 9 (Bombay to Genoa), Ar- 
thur Kelly (Victoria). 

















ae 
WILL MAHONEY 


The Los Angeles “Herald Express” 
said: “Will Mahoney is a smash hit. 
The audience cheered him. -His 
falls, his comedy and famous xylo- 
phone dance brought many of the) 
audience to their feet to shout | 
bravo.” 

All Communications Direct to 
WILL MAHONEY, 54 Malibu Beach 
Pacific Palisades, Calif. 





FOX PAIRS McLAGLEN 
AND LOWE FOR 2 PIX! 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 


Fox will bracket Victor McLaglen 
and Edmund Lowe again for two 
on the new year’s program. 

Deal has been arranged whereby 
the players will do the pair under 
a freelance agreement. Initialer 
starts in March. Stories unpicked. 





Rules Asther Does Not 
Owe Viv Duncan’s Debt 


Los Angeles, Nov. 20. 
Nils Asther is not responsible for 
debts contracted by Vivian Duncan, 
his former wife, prior to their mar- 
riage, according to a ruling by 
Judge Ben Scheinman in Los An- 
geles municipal court. Such debts 
must be paid out of community 
property, and as the actor and Miss 
Duncan made a property settlement 
at time of their divorce, granted 


Nov. 10, 1932, Asther saved $1,830 
by the ruling. 
A military academy was suing 


him for that sum due for tuition for 
Donald Duncan, nephew of Miss 
Duncan. Actress agreed to foot the 
bill, but has since gone into bank- 
ruptcy. 





. 4 b ] 
Lingers for ‘Ziegfeld 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Although his contract at Univer- 
sal is up next week, William An- 
thony McGuire stays at Universal 
to rap out the complete story for 
‘The Great Ziegfeld.’ 

Then returns to New York to do 
a play. 





Col Frees Dot Tree 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Dorothy Tree, brought here un- 
der contract by Columbia _§ six 
months ago, has settled her con- 
tract with the studio. 
During the period she made one 
picture. She'll freelance. 





Ann Christy Loses Appeal 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 


Because she was driving at an 
unlawful speed at an intersection, 
Ann Christry loses her appeal for 
retrial of the $100,000 damage suit 
against the Herbert Baruch Corp., 
found in favor of the latter in Su- 
perior court. Decision was handed 
down in Appellate court. 

Screen actress’ claim was for in- 
juries received in crashing into a 
ditch digging machine in 1930. 





DIRECTOR-SUPERVISOR TIFF 


Clair Walks—Geo. Marshall 

Picks Up Megaphone 

Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Differences of opinion over direc- 
tion of ‘Heir to the Hoorah’ which 
Malcolm St. Clair had been direct- 
ing under supervision of George 
Marshall, caused St. Clair to drop 
his megaphone, which was picked 
up by Marshall, who will complete 
the production, 

Picture, which has George O’Brien 
for its star, had been in production 
only four days when the blaze 





St. 





Cinch Job 





Representative of one of the 
major picture concerns phoned 
Will Morrissey last week, ask- 
ing: ‘Will, will you do a drunk 
in a short?’ 

‘Listen,’ replied Will, ‘Tll do 
a stew in. a longer picture than 
you'll ever make.’ 











THAT’S NEWS 


When Auther Buys Back His Own 
Script 








Hollywood, Nov. 20. 


William Anthony McGuire has 
bought back his play, ‘If I Were 
Rich,’ from Radio and has sold it 
to Universal. 

Radio bought the play two years 
ago as a starrer for Bert Wheeler 
but never made the pic. 


May Screen ‘Tragedy’ in 
Court in 1506 Suit 


Albany, N. Y., Nov. 20. 

Par’s ‘American Tragedy,’ may be 
screened before the Appellate Di- 
vision in order to make their de- 
cision on a $150,000 libel action. 
Paramount has appealed an order 
issued in Supreme Court at Norwich 
denying the film company’s motion 
to dismiss the complaint of Mrs. 
Minerva Brown who alleges the film 
libels her character and reputation. 
She was the mother of Grace Brown, 
who was drowned and for whose 
murder Chester Gillett was execut- 
ed. Paramount has requested that 
the court witness the picture. 

Mrs. Brown charges similarity, 
etc., alleging that she is portrayed 








by implication as ‘illiterate, un- 
kempt, slovenly, neglectful, low 
grade and poor white trash.’ 

Paramount maintains the film 


contains nothing derogatory to Mrs. 
Brown, but shows the girl, Roberta 
Allen, to whom she compares her 
daughter, to be ‘modest, reticent and 
respectable’ and with a ‘reputable 
home life of favorable and com- 
mendable environment.’ 





LUPE AND TARZAN TOUR 


Weissmuller Pair to Globe Trot for 
a Year 








Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Lupe Velez and her’ husband, 
Johnny Weissmuller, will start a 
world tour next spring, making per- 
sonal appearances as ‘Lupe and 
Tarzan.’ Weissmuller will give 
swimming exhibitions in theatres 
and natatoriums. 

They expect to keep going for at 
least a year, 





‘Alice’ Hypo Route Set 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Charlotte Henry’s chamber of 
commerce personal appearance tour 
to plug ‘Alice in Wonderland’ opens 
in Kansas City, Nov. 27. Journey- 
ing includes St. Louis, Chicago, De- 
troit, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Wash- 
ington, Philadelphia, New York, 
Boston, Atlanta, New Orleans, Dal- 
las, Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Seattle and Portland. 

Tom Baily is to be ahead two 
weeks, with Ralph Huston to ac- 
company the youthful player. 





Mankiewicz Over and Up 


Hollywood, Novy. 20. 
Joe Mankiewicz dropped off the 
Paramount payroll Saturday (18) 
and went to work for Jesse Lasky 
at Fox today (Monday). 
Transfer of lots hoists his sal- 
ary from 3650 to $1,000 a week. 





MAE MURRAY MUST PAY 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 


Judgment of $665 and costs of 
$106 has been entered against Mae 
Murray Mdivani by Municipal Judge 
Leo Anggeler in behalf of an as- 
signee for several New York com- 
mercial firms. 

Judgment here affirms actions in 
Gotham courts. 





MRS. WALLY REID DIRECTS 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Lola Lane and Richard Heming- 
way get top spots in ‘Woman Con- 
demned,’ Willis Kent pic starting 
this week at Talisman, old Tiffany 
studio. 


Mrs. Wallace Reid directs. State 








flared up. 


right release, 


NRA. DODGES 
COAST LABOR 
SQUABBLES 


Washington, Nov. 26. 

National Labor Board, NRA side. 
kick, has ducked the still-smoulder. 
ing Hollywood studio technician’g 
strike by referring squabbles pe. 
tween the IATSE, major studios, 
and IBEW back to west coast re. 
gional mediation boards. 

Direct complaint that certain 
major studios, including Universal] 
and Paramount, are violating the 
Industrial Recovery Act by forcing 
sound technicians to “join organs 
izations not of their own choosing” 
brought little results when Senator 
Robert F. Wagner wired Howard 
E. Hurd, IATSE local official, to 
take his kicks to the San Francisco 
arbitration group for consideras 
tion. 

Previously National Labor Boar@a 
had been asked to interpret its Sep. 
tember ‘ruling’ which paved the 
way for retreat of the strikers but 
neatly declined to. be trapped into 
reopening the jurisdictional dispute 
which had been referred to Amerie 
ean Federation of Labor officials for 
settlement as a family row. 

Requests for intervention have 
come to Deputy Administrator Sol 
A. Rosenblatt spasmodically for the 
past two months, while direct ine 
quiries to the labor outfit have in- 
creased recently. NRA refuses to 
mix into a labor dispute which in- 
volves rivalry between two uniong 
on ground it is concerned primarily 
with employer-employee relations. 


HAYES’ GUILD PLAY MAY 
ALSO BE HER MG PIC 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

‘Mary of Scotland,’ Theatre Guild 
production with Helen Hayes in the 
top spot, is likely to go to Metro 
for pictures. 

Studio is ready to bid in the prop- 
erty and use it for Miss Hayes’ first 
pic on her return, 








Selznick Sues Al Green 
For $38,855 Alleged Fees 


Los Angeles, Nov. 20. 

Myron Selznick, Inc., is demande 
ing $38,855 from Alfred E. Green 
in an amended cross complaint 
against the director filed in sue 
perior court. This is in answer to 
Green’s court action to recover some 
$40,000 alleged overpay on fees to 
the agency during the last five 
years. 

Selznick previously had countered 
with demand for $11,805 from the 
megger, stating he still owed that 
on contract. Latest action is to 
cover the entire 10% of money 
earned at Warners since 1928, since 
Green contends the contract was 
not binding, and that he really owes 
nothing. 





° 9 
Weingarten Gets ‘Case 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 


Larry Weingarten will produce 
‘Paradine Case,’ which Metro re- 
cently acquired from Robert 
Hitchins. 


Margaret Hawkins, just spotted 
with Weingarten, will prepare the 
script. 





Parley Steve Roberts 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Steve Roberts, Par director, is 
off salary for 12 weeks, during 
which period he is permitted to do 
an outside pic. 
Both Radio and Metro are talk- 
ing one pic deals to him, 





Teasdale’s $2,400 Suit 
Los Angeles, Nov. 20. 


Charging the California Manage- 
ment Corporation and its directors, 
Charles R. Kennely, Jr., Harry E. 


Edington and H. H. Helmick, had 
appropriated to their own use 
money entrusted to them for in- 
vestment, Verree Teasdale has 


brought suit for recovery of $2,400 
in superior court. 

Corporation had Miss 
power of attorney for 


Teasdale’s 
certain @X- 





penditures. 
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Pash Matinee Idol 


Cary Grant, Finds Polite Gents Dull 


. —_—— 


i¢ its true that Cary Grant’s the 
come-hither type, he doesn’t like it, 
he doesn’t like it a bit, and besides 
he’s sure it doesn’t mean a thing. 
It isn’t his fault that he’s got shiny 
black hair and a straight nose and 
good teeth and long legs. He wants 
to be an actor, a real actor, not one 


of your cultured, charming gentle- 
men. 
There is nothing on the screen so 


lacking in color, so lacking in punch 
-—and so hard to make interesting— 
as those charming cultured gentle- 
men for which he’s always getting 
himself cast. It was with the great- 
est of glee that he donned a mask 
for his role in ‘Alice in Wonder- 
land.’ 

‘You must have a talent of some 
sort to get on in pictures,’ he says. 
‘Maybe it’s good bridge, maybe it’s 
putting on funny gags for the pro- 
ducers when they relax at parties— 
but the most admirable talent of 
all is to know your business well.’ 
Mr. Grant's business, he believes, is 
acting. He began it as a lad of 12 
and he’s still learning. e 

Learned From Mae West 


But although he’s spent the past 
i7 years at acting, his greatest good 
fortune was being cast in the Mae 
West pictures. ‘I learned every- 
thing from her—well no, not quite 
everything—-but almost everything. 
She knows so much. Her instinct is 
so true, her timing so perfect, her 
srasp of the situation so right. In 
her pictures it’s the tempo of the 
acting that counts rather than the 
sincerity of the characterization. 
Her personality is so dominant that 
everyone with her becomes just a 
feeder. Ans the audience one 
reaches in a Mae West Picture gives 
an actor a magnificent break.’ 

Mr. Grant does not happen to be 
married, but he does not believe that 
if he were, it would make any dif- 
ference to his screen career. After 
all he doesn’t expect to be playing 
charming cultured gentlemen all his 
life, and anyway, an actor is en- 
gaged to act, he says. 


He acts as well married as single. 
‘The greatest draws in the business 
are married, Mr. Grant points out, 


and the odds are that for the per- 
centage of little girls who come to 
the theatre to see an actor because 
he’s single, there’s a far greater 
percentage of home folks tucked 
away in farms and hamiets who 
say, “Well now, isn’t that nice. So- 
and-so has settled down.” 

So sincere is Mr. Grant about be- 
ing an actor rather than an eyefull 
that he’d be willing to play an old 
man, for instance, provided it were 
a good part and he thought he 
could do it. 


CLAQUE AS EXHIBITOR 
COME-ON FOR PRODUCER 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 


are all kinds of stooges, 
but now, for the first time, L. A. 
theatre managers are employing 
professional applauders to work at 
previews in their houses. The hous2 
stooges are there to make the pro- 








There 


ducer think his pic is going over 
swell. 

They are only used in houses 
rarely getting a preview to run. 


Manager figures if there’s a good re- 
action the producer’ll return. 





Monk Bites Dresser 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Monkey working with Louise 
Dresser in a scene of Paramount’s 
‘Catherine the Great,’ bit the ac- 
tress in the shoulder and arm. Josef 
von Sternberg administered treat- 
ment on the set. 
The monk blew up when repri- 
manded for not taking directions. 





U WANTS BICKFORD 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Universal has bought ‘The Fron- 


iier Doorstep,’ novel by Jeffrey 
Watkins, English writer, and has 
cabled Charles Bickford, now in} 
London, offering him the lead. 
Richard Wallace may direct. 


FAVERSHAM OGLING PIX 


Holly wood, Nov. 2U 


aversham is ogling 2a 


\\ " 


Type Wearies 
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NINA’S BEEN AROUND 


Her Liabilities in Bankruptcy Cover | 
a Lot of Geo hy 
Los Angeles, Nov. 20. 

Nina Wilcox Putnam Eliot has 
filed a bankruptcy petition in Fed- 
eral court, listing $12,136 debts and 
$1,977 assets. Among secured debts 
of $4,921, the author specifies $623 
to George Lovett of Selznick & 
Joyce, with the agent holding her 
Rolls-Royce; garage ‘bill,. $350, se- 
cured by an Isotta-Fraschini limou- 
sine; Beverly Hills hotel, $563, hold- 
ing jewels; a riding academy, $200, 
holding a horse valued at $500. 

Barclay’s bank in Monte Carlo is 
listed among creditors for the au- | 
thor’s confessed overdraft of $2,200, | 
with Nice, West Palm Beach, Birm- | 
ingham and Malibu embraced in the | 
tabulation of swank spots where 
money is due. | 





BOTH MACFADDENS FILE 
DIVORCE PAPERS IN N. J. 


Trenton, Nov. 20. 


Macfadden, publisher and 
physical culture, and 
his wife, Mary, have filed divorce 
actions in New Jersey’s Court of 
Chancery, each charging the other 
with misconduct. 

Divoree actions confé*from the 
wife’s suit last spring for the en- 
forcement of a separation agree- 
ment under which the wife was to 
receive an allowance of $15,000 a 
year. She charged Macfadden had 
failed to comply with the agree- 
ment and he attributed the failure 
to ‘financial reverse’ and filed a 
counter claim for diverce, naming 





Bernarr 
exponent of 


one ‘Baron Rosencranhe’ as co- 
respondent. 

The wife then denied the hus- 
band's allegations aad charged him 
with misconduct’ naming as co- 
respondent one ‘Betty Bennett’. 


Shortly after the charge was placed 
before the court the husband named 
another co-rcspondent, one ‘Charles 
Wynne’, 

Macfadden also charges his wife 
with ‘extreme cruelty’, listing, 
among other things, her alleged 
‘ridicule’ of his attempts to impart 
physical culture to their children. 

The entire matter has been re- 
ferred to Vice Chancellor Vivian M. 
Lewis, who sits at Penennem N. J. 


Who Says U's S Tuff to 
Bust Into Pictures? 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Jay Lioyd without stage or screen 
experience, from Forth Worth, 
Texas, visited a friend at Metro 
and two hours later ‘Mayer signed 
him on a seven-year optional pact. 





Jackie Coogan Comeback 
Via Collegiate 2-Reeler 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 


Jackie Coogan will star in a two- 
reeler with collegiate background as 


his initial comeback in pictures. 
Young Coogan is still attending 
Santa Clara university, and the 


two-reelers can be made on week- 
ends or during vacation periods 
without conflicting with his studies. 

Arthur Bernstein, identified with 
Coogan film activities for some 
time, will act as production man- 
ager and sales head of the company 
being formed. 


e e 
Dix Nixes ‘Desire’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
‘Dance of Desire’ has been shelved 
as Richard Dix’s next at Radio. 
Yarn was being scripted when Dix 
stepped in and vetoed the story. 


Studio is now looking for another 





etary 








Museum Rights 
Nov. 20. 
official 


Chicago 
Walt Disney gets 
recognition when the Art In- 
stitute of Chicago places the 
Disney products on exhibition 
from Dec. 14 to Jan. 21. 
Disney was invited by the 
Institute as it is improper for 
an artist to ask for an exhibit. 
Institute has taken the stand 
that the picture cartoons are 
another facet of modern art. 
Exhibit will be divided into 
two groups, the Mickey Mouse 
in black-and-white and the 
Silly Symphony in colors. 


MARCH WITH UA, 
$7,000 WEEKLY, 
FOR 4 PIX 











Hollywood, Noy. 20. 

kKredric March quits Paramount 
after finishing ‘Death Takes a Holi- 
day’ and is understood going to the 
United Artists group on a two-year 
contract. Reported he'll get $7,000 
weekly for 40 weeks, four films a 
year maximum, 


Eddie Small has beensnegotiating 
for March recently, wanting him for 
‘Count of Monte Cristo,” which 
would be a Reliance picture on UA 
release. Darryl Zanuck or any of 
the UA group refuse to admit such 
a deal has gone through. 


Writers Join Units 


In Metro Economy 
Plan; Some Dropped 


Hollywood, Noy. 20. 

With the anticipated dropping of 
a score or more writers from the 
Metro scenario payroll, the lot 
producers are beginning to pick the 
writers to be spotted in their units 
under the proposea new unitization 
system. 

Parceling of the scribblers is 
preparatory to the establishing of 
the unit scheme whereby salaries 


of the scenarists will be charged to 
particular producing groups instead 
of to the scenario department as 
a whole. 

Allocations so far include: 
Irving Thalberg unit: Jules Furth- 





man, Howard Estabrook, Frances 
Marion, Arthur Kober and Zoe 
Akins. 

David O. Selznick unit: Ben 


Hecht, Gene Fowler, Allen Rivkin, 
P. G. Wolfson, Oliver H. P. Garrett, 
Wells Root and Leo Birinski. 


Hunt Stromberg: John Lee 
Mahin. 

Bernie Hymen; James K. Mc- 
Guinness. 


Lucien Hubbard: Zelda Sears and 
Eve Greene. 

Larry Weingarten: Howard Em- 
mett Rogers, John Meehan, Mar- 
garet Hawkins and Sam and Bela 
Spewack. 

Division will continue during the 
week, with a meeting then to be 
held to formally start the new 
scheme in operation. At least a 
score of writers, currently without 
assignments, are expected to be 
mares & in the meantime. 


33 Gold Ru Rhee 


Holiywood, Nov, 20. 

Sam Harris and Walter Haggerty 
are planning a trip to their Mexican 
gold mines. 

Marx Bros., interested in the 
proposition, will join the junket to 
the wide open spaces to see if thar 
is gold in ’em hilis. 


Colbert Okes Par 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 





SPOT ETHEL MANTELL 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Ethe) Mantel, daughter of the 
ate Shakesperian actor, goes to 
Universal fer a part in ‘Two] 
Cl erville-Fitts comedy | 
l directed by William A. Seiter. 
\ ; Stra nd thuct Hafield 
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Recipe for Making Money Pictares, 
By Stromberg. Includes Titles 


i 
' 


’ 





Claudette Colbert and Paramount | 


got together on a new deal for the 
coming year, with company getting | 
the player’s exclusive services for | 
a series of pix 

First job is in Cecii De Mille’s 
Cleopatl * whict Ss ated r 


By CECELIA AGER 

A good title, a viewpoint, sensi 
tive reporting, entertaining dialog— 
these are prime requisites for a suc- 
cessful picture, helieves Hunt 
Stromberg, whose own average 
money pictures ranks with the in- 
dustry’s high ones, 

Titles are so very important,’ he 
says. ‘They can help or hurt. A 
good title may mean the difference 
between average returns and smash 
box office; a wrong title can reduce 
smash potentialities to program 
proportions, can even keep people 
away from the theatre. 

‘It would be a lot better and easier 
if, as in the legitimate theatre, the 
play and not the title were the 
thing. But the picture public’s been 
trained on daring and exciting and 
provocative titles, and now they ex- 
pect them—respond as a whole to 
that sort. So you can’t give too 
much thought to your title—it’s got 
to be right. The ideal title is short, 
timely, phrased in the current com- 
mon denominator. It must be ar- 
resting, yet popular. Its wording 
must not be too outstanding or too 
unusual; nor should it, like the 
original ‘Bombshell’ for instance, 
with its war connotation, permit of 
two different interpretations at once. 
And it ought to express and ac- 
centuate what the star, whose name 
it follows, stands for.’ 

For Mamas, Too 

The title ‘Our Dancing Daugh- 
ters’ sums up, in Stromberg’s opin- 
ion, a draw title’s essentials. It 
covers every angle, intrigues the 
picture audience. The picture started 
with the working title ‘Dancing 
Lady,’ but developed into a treatise 
on the jazz-mad younger genera- 
tion—at the time a subject of wide- 
spread general interest. So, to tip- 
off the flaps that it applied to them 


all, it became ‘Dancing Daughters’ 
Now it had its completent of flap 
appeal, but there were the matrons 
too to be reckoned with. As it 
stood, it was hey-hey far the 
younger set—add ‘Our,’ and _ it 
opened the door for mother. At last 


it beckoned to both generations. Its 
gross proved both generations an- 
swered. 

‘Our Blushing Brides’ and ‘Our 
Modern Maidens’ followed on the 
same premise, keeping up the al- 
literation, too; for alliteration, in 
Stromberg’s opinion, is on a title's 
asset side. ‘Letty Lynton,’ he re- 
minds, had alliteration besides an 
inherent glamour and the sugges- 
tion that if one woman, Letty Lyn- 
ton, was important enough to have 
a whole picture about her, she must 
have had a fascinating and exciting 
life. 

‘Eskimo,’ he believes, appeals to 
the travel-hungry, adventure-loving 
audience —though sometimes he 


wonders whethet Miala the Eskimo’ 
might net ha a shade more hu- 
manness in The title ‘Eskimeo’s’ 
inck of the sex angle is compene 


sated by the exploitation’s stressing 
the Eskimo ‘strange moral code’. 
That's for the younger set, the pash 
romance crowd. As a matter of 
fact, says Stromberg, Peter Freu- 
chen’s book ‘Eskimo’ is a _ cruel, 
tearing description of the vicissi- 
tudes of native Eskimo life—the 
‘strange moral code’ is mentioned 
but briefly. Yet it was developed 
as the main story theme because a 
picture as well as a title should en- 
compass every possible audience. 
Partisan Viewpoint 

‘Always take a viewpoint,’ Strome 
berg continues. ‘If you tell your 
story from one viewpoint, you get a 
story with an idea—and that central] 
idea gives it unity, strength, co- 
herence—makes it complete.’ 

‘The Wet Parade,’ he believes, was 
potentially a great, a timely picture 
—snuffed out because it didn’t dare 
run counter to the Hays idea and 
take sides, because it straddled the 
issue and presented two viewpoints 
instead of one. 

His background of newspaper re- 
porter, scenario writer, director and 
producer has taught Stromberg to 
try to get everything possible out 
of a story, to make every scene 
mean something. Maybe he’s tough, 
but he knows what he’s after. Eight 
scripts were rejected on ‘The White 
Sister’ before one came _ through 
that he would use; for, he says, ‘If 
a laugh’'s intended, there’s got to be 
a genuine laugh there—not just a 
gag; if it’s drama, it must progress 
with logic, sweep, acceptable moe 
tivation to its inevitable climax’. 

A good producer, he thinks, is like 
a good reporter. Into his pictures 
go the color, the side lights, the 
telling flashes, the little details that 
make up @ universal human interest 
story out of a batch of mere facts. 
The producer should be a reporter 
on the side lines, always trying to 
‘apture for his story that which 
will capture the audience—-and cap- 
ture it fast, for Stromberg’s defini- 
tion of showmanship is ‘interesting 
the greatest number of people in 
the shortest possible time’. 

‘Stromberg came east for the 
opening of ‘Eskimo,’ and was pleased 
to see for himself how well another 
of his productions, ‘The Prizefighter 
and the Lady,’ is doing, too. He re- 
calls the ‘world of carefully planned 
showmanship’ that went into that 
picture—particularly its last prize- 
fight sequence—is sure a ‘world of 
sarefully planned showmanship’ 
goes into every picture that’s out- 
standing, and congratulates himself 
on having the services of W. S. Van 
Dyke as director, 





Coordinating WB Prod. 
For Family Nuptials 


Mervyn LeRoy will rush produc- 
tion on ‘Heat Lightning’ on which 


he started work Sunday (19) in 
order to come east for his marriage 
to Doris Warner, daughter of H. M. 
Warner, to be held Jan. 3, probably 
at home of the parents in Mt. Ver- 
non, N. Y. 
LeRoys will sail Jan. 4 on Em- 


press of Britain for a four months’ 
world cruise. 

Jack Warner, who returned west 
Thursday (16) after three weeks’ 
visit east, returns to New York for 
the nuptials, Harry accompanying 
him back to the Coast. 





Wm, shiiaiihe Wife Sues 
For $1,000 Maintenance 


Los Angeles, Nov. 20. 
William Koenig, Warners general 
manager, is being for sepa- 
rate maintenance by his wife, Nellie 
Koenig, who asks $1,000 a montt 
Mrs. Koenig isband 
beat her, made a 
beserk with dishe 


with other women 


sued 


alleges her 
nractice o roing 


and 


clated 


SPEEDING ‘LITTLE MAN’ 
Hollvw Nov. °&6 
notified Margare 
here Dec. 10 for 
Man, What Now? 


oved up because 


Ooga 
tr ’ t i 
Sullavan to report 
ead in ‘Little 
Pic start was n 
director Frank TDorzage must per iy 


<s contract at Warners 








LUBITSCH MAY DIRECT 
‘MERRY WIDOW’ FOR MG 


Eirnst Lubitsch may direct ‘Merry 
Widow’ for Metro. Director was in 
confabs with the Metro eastern execs 
over the week-end with financial 
amity reached, but some difficulties 
remaining on story changes. 

Lubitsch leaves for Hollywood 
Friday (24) and will talk over final 
details there with Irving Thalberg. 

Paramount has told Lubitsch it’s 


okay for one film, if made right 
away. Par has two more films from 
Lubitsch, but would just as soon 
wait 
U. S. Returners 

David Sarnoff and Lewis Mile- 
stone are due in from European 
visits today (21) both arriving on 
the same boat. Milestone goes right 
out to the coast to resume picture 
work. 

Same boat is also bringing in 
laquel Torres, picture actress, and 
Col. Leslie R. Naftzger, American 


Paris. 


nis . , 
ittorne in 


TIMBERG’S PAR CHORE 
20. 
working 


Hollywood, Nov. 
at 


herman Timberg is 


Paramount dialoging ‘Six of a Kind’ 
or Burns and Allen, Alison Skip- 
vO Ww. C. Fields, Weslev Ruggles 
! \f Boland. 
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Jebinsn Turns Sphinx on Code Delay; 


Squawks, Pleas Ignored; Hint Action 
Within Week; Rosenblatt Chafing 





Washington, Nov. 20. 

Transmittal of the long-awaited 
picture code to President Roosevelt 
gome time this week is in prospect, 
but there is no assurance that ac- 
tion will be taken at any specific 
time. Mystery still surrounds the 
unaccountable delay, since the com- 
pact reached Administrator Hugh S 
Johnson nearly a month ago. 

Assuming entire responsibility for 
the lack of progress during the 
past fortnight, Johnson Friday (17) 
declared that ‘there has got to be 
s0me action within the next week,’ 
but gave no indication when the 
industry’s long spell of confusion 
and uneertainty would be ended. 

Circumstances surrounding John- 
son's desire to delay action are en- 
tirely unknown, and the gruff for- 
mer army officer refuses to make 
any accounting to anyone—either 
within the industry, in his own or- 
ganization, or on the outside. 

Suspicion that political pressure 
is responsible for the delay has re- 
sulted from the General’s high- 
handed refusal to take any steps 
which will place the industry at 
ease and speed the pact—for which 
the NRA roared impatiently back 
in August—into operation, But the 
nature of this possible pressure, the 
motives behind it, and the identity 
of individuals concerned are be- 
yond the imagination of Washing- 
ton observers. 

The situation this past week 
reached a stage where ‘everything 
comes to him who waits’ was the 
only answer that could be supplied 
to the growing multitude of appre- 
hensive inquiries about code status 
and outlook. The only excuse 
which has been offered is that 
Johnson is ‘too busy’ to pay atten- 
tion to the film pact. 

Left out in the cold and taking 
the rap from irritated producers, 
distributors, exhibitors, employees 
and other critics, Deputy Adminis- 
trator Sol A. Rosenblatt chafed vis- 
ibly under the strain of waiting for 
Johnson to get around to the film 
problem and looked back wistfully 
on the sleepless nights and con- 
ference-filled days he put in during 
September and October trying to 
bring proceedings to a rapid finish. 


All Pleas Fail 


Complaints that the industry is 
unable to proceed with normal busi- 
ness until the code goes into effect 
have failed utterly to move John- 
son. Protests from labor, plaintive 
inquiries from jobless theatre em- 
ployees, hopeful requests for infor- 
mation from actors and extras all 
go unheeded. 

The nearest thing to an explana- 
tion anyone could obtain came 
from Johnson Friday (17) when the 
VARIETY correspondent was told 
‘there are several things I’m not 
satisfied with,” but the General 
exercised aJll his administrative 
prerogatives in refusing to specify 
these features. 

Assistant Administrator Robert 
W. Lea, who sat on the code for 10 
days while Johnson barnstormed 
the middle west on a_ ballyhoo 
campaign, held up the anticipated 
transfer of the document to the 
White House with the General's 
approval, it was learned, and also 
entered new kicks on his own be- 
half regardless of the fact that 
three weeks ago he submitted for- 
mal report to Johnson, in which 
no objections were made and in 
which all previous criticisms from 
outside the NRA were held without 
merit. 


Rosenblatt has been waiting ever 


since Johnson’s return Wednesday 
(15) for a summons to talk things 
over so that any doubts the Gen- 
eral may have can be explained 
away or satisfied by changes. So 
far the summons has not come and 
the persistenc efforts of the deputy 
administrator to arrange an ap- 
pointment with his chief have 
failed. 

Indications that the anti-raiding 
clause may be removed—or its op- 
eration greatly restricted under an 
executive order from President 
Roosevelt—have strengthened the 
outlook for ultimate changes before 
the pact is signed. This feature is 
reported to be scheduled for dis- 
cussion at Warm Springs, Ga., to- 


(Continued on page 35) 
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Wolf Theme Variation 





San Francisco, Nov. 20. 


Spirited competition be- 
tween Fox-West Coast and 
indie houses, especially in 


smaller towns, held a laugh 
for film mob. Circuit cut in San 
Mateo, Redwood City and 
Burlingame. Ber. Levin, oper- 
ator of competing house, re- 
taliated with a special ad in 
peninsula dailies with the 
line: 

‘Who’s afraid of the big bad 
Fox?’ he asxed, 











DAVIES - HEARST 
ANOTHER YR. 
AT METRO 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Marion Davies stays with Metro 
for another year. Contract calling 
for two pix during the period has 
been negotiated by Ed Hatrick, 
general manager of Cosmopolitan 
Productions. At same time agree- 
ment was made for Metro to pro- 
duce four more Cosmo productions 
next year. 

Contracts signed were a continu- 
ation of the Hearst pic interests 
with Metro. 


HERTZ QUESTIONING 
ON PAR POSTPONED 


Anticipated fireworks in the ques- 
tioning of John D. Hertz by bond- 
holder attorneys in Paramount 
bankruptcy proceedings was post- 
poned Friday (17) to tomorrow 
(Wednesday), Hertz asking the 
hearing be set over because he had 
to attend a funeral. 

At tomorrow’s session Saul E. 
Rogers, representing a group of 
New York bondholders, and Samuel 
Zirn, attorney for another group, 
mostly of Chicago, will be given 
their opportunity to question the 
former chairman of the Par finance 
committee. Other creditor attor- 
neys on hand may also fire at the 
witness, if so desiring. 

Par trustee attorneys induced 
Hertz to appear before Referee 
Henry K. Davis for examination 
voluntarily. 


Baer Asking $5,000 


Agent, or agents, for Max Baer 
have been phoning Metro in New 
York regarding future pictures for 
the prize ring beauty. They’re ask- 
ing $5,000 a week for him. 

And Metro is shaking its head, 
negatively. S'too high. 




















Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Metro will not make another pic 
with Max Baer. His ‘Prizefighter 
and The Lady’ is the pugilist’s first 
and last for MG. 
Metro will not pick 
Huston’s option. 


up Walter 





Cinema vs. Pubs 


The Hage, Nov. 9. 

A controversy in \Veert, village 
in the south of Ho! and, has been 
settled by the Crov.. Town Coun- 
cil to help local ; ubs has passed 
an ordinance orc -ing cinemas to 
close at 10 p. r on Sundays, so 
that public mis t have time for 
serious drinkin:. after show. Pubs 
had a pull wit]. uldermen and coun- 
cillors but Crc..n vetoed the scheme 
on protests f.>»m the cinema trade. 


GOLDSTFiIN WITH MAJESTIC 


Emanuel H. Goldstein has joined 
Majestic Pictures as executive v.-p. 
Goldstein, formerly with Univer- 
sal and United Artists, most recent- 
ly headed an indie distributing com- 











pany of his own. 


EMIL E. SHAUER, FILM 
PIONEER, DIES AT 67 


All eastern picturedom was pres- 
ent at the Universal funeral chapel 
Sunday (19) to pay a last tribute 
to Emil E. Shauer, one of the 
founders of the film business. 
Shauer died suddenly in his New 
York home, Thursday (16) morn- 
ing, aged 67. He is survived by his 
son, Mel, the widow and a brother, 
Al, 

At the time of death Shauer was 
vice-president of Paramount In- 
ternational and the only important 
executive in Paramount whose con- 
tract had not been taken up or al- 
tered by the recent hectic upsets. 
He had been ailing pretty seriously 
for the past five years, although 
the end came as a complete sur- 
prise. The day previous he had 
seemed to be in better health than 
for some time past and was at his 
deck most of the day, discussing 
business, 


He had dinner Wednesday night 
with Tom Cochran, Paramount's 
Japanese g.m., in New York on 
business, and seemed to be keenly 
cognizant of his company’s business 
conditions. The next morning, at 
10, he was seized with a sudden at- 
tack and died immediately. Word 
was flashed to Hollywood, where 
his son, Mel Shauer, is assistant to 
Al Kaufman, studio manager. Mel 
caught a plane for New York im- 
mediately. That, because of the 
difference, in time, had him leav- 
ing Hollywood three hours before 
the death. 

Emil Shauer was one of the most 
colorful men in international film 
biz and was long a leader in the 
world markets. One of the relatives 
in the much iptermarried Zukor- 
Kaufman-Kohn families, Shauer 
joined Adolph Zukor, Morris Kohn 
and Marcus Loew in the penny ar- 
cade business in 1905. He remained 
with Zukor from that day on. 
Shauer at an early age was mar- 
ried to Julia Kaufman, a daughter 
of Morris Kohn’s sister. Adolph 
Zukor married another of _ the 
Kaufman girls and Kohn himself 
married one of Shauer’s sisters. 
Ralph A. Kohn, present v.p. of the 
parent Paramount companies, is a 
son of Morris Kohn, retired. 

While the Kaufmans and Zukors 

are of Hungarian stock, Mr. Shauer 
was born in Bohemia, coming to the 
United States at the age of two. 
He settled in Chicago and was a 
messenger boy for Mandel Brothers 
department store, working up from 
that to a buyer in the lace curtain 
department. He travelled to Eu- 
rope frequently on this business, 
stopping off in New York often to 
see his relatives. 
Shauer became interested with 
Kohn, Zukor and Loew in the penny 
arcade business, and in Europe 
found a fortune telling machine 
which he brought over for them. 
That put him in close and they 
asked him to join. He quit his job 
and became a partner. 

In 1913, when Famous Players 
was organized Shauer was made 
assistant treasurer of the company, 
still, however, taking special inter- 
est in the world market. With the 
formation of Paramount Famous 
Lasky Corp., a definite foreign de- 
partment was formed of which 
Shauer became the head. 

He always looked at the foreign 
film biz in a straight business man- 
ner. When squabbles came up he 
constantly mentioned his lace pur- 
chasing affairs. ‘I was in the lace 
business around the world,’ he fre- 
quently said, drawing parallels from 
that. 

On tax and duty matters he al- 
ways tried to point out the other 
country’s standpoint. He was prob- 
ably at one time the most inter- 
nationally minded man in the film 
business. His point, mentioned 
again and again, was, “They didn't 
invite us into their country. We're 
there because we want to do busi- 
ness with them, not they with us. 
We've got to respect their wishes 
at least that far.’ 

He made 93 Atlantic crossings 
and several] times went around the 
world. In 1925 he made one com- 
plete globe girdling trip which es- 
tablished his company, at that time, 
as the leader in the foreign field. 
Under his tutelage many of the fin- 
est man-power execs in current 
foreign film biz were developed. 

Honorary pallbearers were Adolph 
Zukor, Al Shauer, Emanuel Stern, 
Al Kaufman, Morris Kohn, Ralph 
A. Kohn, Eugene Zukor, Henry 
Fried, Louis Deutsch, Elek John 
Ludvigh, George J. Schaefer, John 
W. Hicks, Jr., Frank Meyer, Eman- 
uel Cohen, Sigmund Weltner, Will 








H. Hays, Walter Cokell and Felix 
Kahn, 


Schenck-Cantor See EDR. 
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Screen Retraction 





This week for the first time 
in history of newsreels, so far 
as is known, a reel is flashing 
a retraction. Paramount sev- 
eral weeks ago made a clip of 
Prof. Tugwell, one of the 
Rooseveltian brain trustees, in 
which the Prof. used a certain 
name to identify certain 
brands of patent medicines. It 
so happened that the name 
used is that of a New York 
chemist. 

Word got back to the U. S. 
Dept. of Agriculture and this 
week the Department an- 
nounces the error, via the Par 











TANUCK UPS 12 
T0 15 FOR UA 
RELEASE 


Holly wood, Nov. 20. 

Darryl Zanuck has decided to 
increase his releases for United Art- 
ists from 12 to 15 pictures this sea- 
son, 

To date Zanuck has completed 
eight and figures he can get the 
rest done by March. 

Writers will be kept busy going 
on scripts for pix slated for early 
next year, while other contract 
scribblers will be offered to outside 
studies on loanouts. 

William Wellman and Sidney 
Lanfield, contract directors, are 
working at Metro and Radio re- 
spectively. Most of the company’s 
players are on per pic deals, but 
those on weekly payrolls will either 
draw a layoff or be offered to other 
companies. 


RADIO READIES SEVEN 
FOR PRE-XMAS STARTS 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Radio will start seven six before 
Christmas, which are scheduled to 
be completed by the middie of 
January. 

Those to get under way are 
‘Three Came Unarmed,’ Joel Mc- 
Crea and Constance Cummings 
starred, Ernest Schoedsack direct- 
ing; ‘Success Story,’ with Colleen 
Mcore, J. Walter Ruben megging; 
‘Love Flies Out the Window,’ with 
Irene Dunne; ‘Of Human Bondage,’ 
with Leslie Howard, John Cromwell 
directing; I Love an Actress,’ with 
Lenore Ulric and Gregory Ratoff, 
Sidney Landfield directing; an un- 
titled Wheeler and Woolsey and an 
untitled Pitts-Kelton feature. 


WILSTACH STRICKEN, 
M’CARTHY SUBBING 


During the illness of Frank Wil- 
stach, J. J. McCarthy is occupying 
the advertising code authority chair 

















in the Hays Office. Wilstach’s 
condition Monday was_ reported 
serious. Pneumonia was then 


feared as the result of a combina- 
tion of intestinal flu and grippe. 

This week McCarthy is meeting 
with a committee of three, Howard 
Dietz, John C. Flynn and Charles 
Einfeld. This committee was named 
at a general meeting of press repre- 
sentatives in the Hays office at 
which the status of McCarthy was 
announced. The committee’s duty 
is to enlighten the Fox publicity 
and advertising director on code 
procedure and the relations between 
major advertising departments and 
the Hays Office. 

McCarthy subs for Wilstach as a 
friendly gesture to his ill friend, 
adding to his regular Fox Film du- 
ties without remuneration. 


‘FOOTLIGHT’ IN SHANGHAI 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Warners is to do a Spanish ver- 
sion of ‘Footlight Parade,’ starring 
Enrico Caruso, Jr. 
Pic will follow ‘The Fortune 
Teller, first of the studio’s Span- 
ishers. 








Visit Warm Springs, Ga., pom Present Holly. 
wood’s Side 


7 —— 


Eddie Cantor and Joe Schency 
are due to huddle with President 
Roosevelt today (21) at Warm 
Springs, Ga., on the picture code, 
Both will endeavor to show that the 
star-rating and salary thing is not 
as important an intra-trade matter 
as has been built up in the daily 
press where the mass mentality 
thinks of a $5,000 a week salary 
and multiplies it by 52 weeks ana 
wants to know how anybody is 
worth a quarter of a million dollars 
for a year’s work. 

Cantor enlisted Schenck’s assist~ 
ance, hence the producer’s depare 
ture from the coast hurriedly to be 
there and concur with the actor 
that the producers feel the same 
way. 

Cantor’s argument is that even a 
$5,000 a week player may collect 
same for 20 weeks—not 52—so it’s 
only $100,000 a year, of which half 
goes back to the Government for 
taxes, and what’s more the actor may 
enjoy that sort of economic favor 
for only three or four years; also 
that actually he might be better off 
on an average of $200 a week for 
52 weeks a year ,over a period of 10 
years. 

Screen Actors’ Gulld’s bombard- 
ment of telegrams to the White 
House may have had much to do 
with magnifying the situation but, 
it is felt, by some, it also achieved 
the purpose of halting the signing 
of the proposed film code, as pres- 
ently drafted. 

Also expected to visit the Presi- 
dent is Will Rogers, who flew east 
for the purpose. 


Little Women’s’ Big Ad 
Bally; Breaking M. H. 
Record; Mebbe 3 Wks. 





With the advertising appropria- 
tion increased $5,000 above average, 
the Radio City Music Hall is re- 
versing its policy of no holdovers 
by the decision to retain ‘Little 
Women’ a second week and prob- 
ably a third. M. H. Aylesworth 
suggested the picture for 21 days 
if at all justifiable. 

‘Women’ takes the Hall to a new 
high of $120,000 or over on its first 
week, exceeding previous top of 
$103,000 on ‘Cavalcade.’ After 
‘Cavalcade’ had been held two 
weeks, S. IL. Rothafel decided 
against the holdover policy, refusing 
to take ‘Henry VIII’ for more than 
seven days despite $101,000 gross. 


GOLDWYN’S PRODUCTION 
SIESTA UNTIL ‘BARBARY’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
No more production by Sam Gold- 
wyn until Jan. 22, when he starts 
‘Barbary Cost.’ 
‘Nana,’ completed today after 190 
weeks. 


Metro’s Next Trio 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 


Metro starts three pix this week— 
‘Show-Off,’ the first, with possibility 
of Russell Mack directing. MG is 
testing Helen Lowell fn New York, 
and wants Fredric March from 
Paramount for this. Sidney Frank- 
lin supervising. 

‘It Happened One Day,’ with Wl- 
liam K. Howard directing for John 
Barrymore and Mary Carlisle and 
John Considine supervising is an- 
other, and ‘Mystery of the Dead Poe 
lice,’ Edgar Selwyn directing, is the 
third for Robert Montgomery, Eliz- 
abeth Allen, Dudley Digges, Henry 
Stephenson. Larry Weingarten 
producing. 














Hicks Vice Shauer 


John W. Hicks, Jr., old-timer in 
the Par foreign ranks, will succeed 
E. E. Shauer at the head of Par 
International, it is reported. AP 
pointment will probably be made 
officially this weck, elevating Hicks 
to the v.-p. title Shauer held. 

Before coming into the home of- 
fice, Hicks was in Aust-«alia for Par 
for many years 
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FILM MORALS-OR ELSE 





Screen Actors’ Guild Asserts It 
Doesnt Want AFL or Equity Ties 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Screen Actor Guild members 
pooh-pooh the idea that their newly 
formed organization is seeking a 
charter from the American Federa- 
tion of Labor or that it will merge 
with Equity. 

Snickers come as an answer to 
the AFL leaders in Washington who 
stated that the only way the guild 
could come under their jurisdiction 
was through an affiliation with 
Equity. 

Same members contest the decla- 
ration by Equity that it claims ju- 
risdiction of the actor in Hollywood. 
Bquity claims 1,000 members in the 
film colony, with most of them de- 
linquent in dues. Guild, however, 
has a membership roster of 1,550, 
nearly all paid up, it is pointed out. 


Always Hollywood 


Leaders in the guild movement 
here say that there has never been 
any intention of an affiliation either 
with Equity or the AFL and that 
its pledge to members during the 
formative period of the guild was 
that the organization would always 
be a Hollywood organization, con- 
trolled in Hollywood, with head- 
quarters here and free of control by 
any parent body. This pledge meant 
Equity, the leaders say. 

Members say the labor leaders are 
talking out of turn and out of the 
air. Nothing could be done in this 
direction without a vote of their 
board of directors and then, accord- 
ing to its constitution, such a ques- 
tion must get an affirmative vote 
from 60% of its members. No such 
proposition has been taken up, it 
is declared. 

Aid to Talent 

Cuild organizers and spokesmen 
admit they are for the guild idea 
exclusively as an aid to the creative 
talent in pictures. Already affiliated 
under a gentlemen's agreement with 
the Screen Writers’ Guild, the act- 
ors and writers combined are back 
of a movement whereby the direct- 
ors would align themselves in a 
similar organization. 

To date the directors are sticking 
With the Academy, although several 
of them have been active in meet- 
ings leading toward the quitting of 
that body and the creation of a 
guild of their own in a three-way 
co-operative deal with the actors 
and writers. 


Washington, Nov. 20. 
Hollywood's Screen Actors’ Guild, 
will be out of luck in seeking a tie- 
up with the American Federation of 
Labor, according to union officials. 
Denying charter application has 
been received from the bunch 
which bolted the Academy over 
code troubles, leaders pointedly re- 
ferred to a resolution passed at the 
last annual convention prohibiting 
granting of charters to new outfits 
competing with established Feder- 
ation subsidiaries. Hollywood ac- 
tors should throw their hats in the 
Equity ring, was the hint. 





Laemmle Hurries East 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Carl Laemmle suddenly hopped a 
train for New York Saturday (18), 
with belief current he’s on a financ- 
ing matter. 
Jack Ross accompanied Laemmle. 
They'll return in 10 days. 


Cohen’s Marco Huddle 


Louis Cohen left for the coast 
Thursday (16) to discuss business 
with Marco among other things and 
to spend the Xmas holidays with his 
family. 

He is 
Jan. 1. 





due to return east about 


GRAINGER WEST DEC. 1 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 


J. R. Grainger, Universal's sales 
head, is due here Dec. 1 to look 
over the new crop of pix. 

He'll be on the coast two weeks 


before returning east via the north- 
west. 





s 
? 





HARRY BALABAN EXPANDS 
Takes Over More Houses in Chi- 
cago 


Chicago, Nov. 20. 

Harry Balaban last week took 
over the equities on three more the- 
atrical properties, housing’ the 
Metropolitan, Oakland Square and 
the West Englewood theatres now 
Warner operated. 

Brings list of Harry Balaban’s 
individually owned spots to eight, 
others being the Commercial, Wind- 
sor, Dearborn, Frolic and Pickwick. 

This has nothing to do with the 
Balaban & Katz circuit. 


Arthur Hornblow 


Joms Paramount 
As Asso. Producer 





Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Arthur Hornblow joins Para- 
mount Jan. 1 as an associate pro- 
ducer to make seven features for 
the 1934-35 program. Goes in on 
salary and percentage of profits 
basis with his own unit. 

Hornblow, who has been chief 
production aide to Samuel Goldwyn 
for the past seven years, sailed to 
New York today (Mon.) on the S. S. 
Virginia. This is his first vacash 
since joining Goldwyn. 


His duties at Goldwyn will be 
divided among three men. George 
Opp: mer will handle story and 


continuity, While Fred Kohlmar wilil 
be the physical production aide. 
Bob McIntyre will cast and handie 
general biz. Abe Lehr remains as 
general manager and vice prexy. 


How Long Bird Can 
Twitter in Pix Now 
Up to Hays Office 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Hays office, in the middle on the 
industry code, is in the same spot 
on the formation of another code 
which is currently disturbing Holly- 
wood. New paet is for actors ex- 
clusively, but this time refers only 
to the birds, animals and reptiles 
that appear in pictures. 

Currently disturbing the code 
drawers is the length of time the 
various animals and birds should 
work in a day ana rates for the en- 
gaging of their services. 

As yet there has been no effort 
made to shorten hours to spread the 
work of the animal actors as in the 
case of the other national codes. 
Neither does overtime enter into it. 








Par’s B’way Quartet 
With ‘Duck Soup’ at the Rivol 
starting tomorrow (Wednesday), 
succeeding ‘Blood Money’ after only 
a week, Par as a distributor will be 
represented this week by four pic- 
tures on Broadway. The others are 
‘Cradle Song’ at the Par, ‘White 
Woman’ at Rialto, and ‘Design for 
Living,’ opening two-a-day run to- 
morrow (Wednesday) at the Cri- 





terion. 





F&M Ultimatum | 


Los Angeles, Nov. 29. 

Fanchon & Marco has served no- |} 
tice on Paramount that unless it can} 
product for the local} 


book outside 


Paramount theatre, F&M will re-| 
turn the house on Dec. 1. | 
If F&M drops the house, Fox-| 


West Coast will take it over again. 
FWC operated it several years ago. | 


| cial 


| The 


NAA COMMISSION 
TO CURB LAPSES 


Three Committees of 3 Each 
to Watch Production and 
Advertisin g— Severe Ad- 
herence to Fixed Moral 
Standards — Supersedes 
Hays Code Machine 





IF FLOP, CENSORSHIP? 


With President Roosevelt a direct 
part of show business through the 
NRA, producers will no longer be 
able to weep on Will Hays’ shoulder. 
The screen, under the code, will be 


referred directly to the White 
House. 
Picture overseers envision three 


commissions, located on both coasts, 
at an annual cost to the industry of 
approximately $500,000, through 
which all pictures and advertising 
will pass. Failure of these censors, 


estimated to number nine men, will 
then bring a net of a Federal and 
political censorship over the entire 
business. 

Under the code and the new com- 
mission form of morality all phases 
of shut-eye to incidents and entire 
stories, which are admitted to have 
gotten through because of promises 
and wails, are pronounced over. 
There is direct word that the Presi- 
dent and the NRA have already let 
the business know the administra- 
tion’s attitude on proper screen 
standards. Immediate and vigorous 
action will be taken with the first 
sign of picture indecency under the 
New Deal, film leaders understand. 


Pres. Knows Pix 


By his active interest in filmdom 
during its early code troubles, and 
by open expressions on some phases 
of the business, the President, in the 
opinion of picture spokesmen, has 
associated himself closer to filmdom 
than many other industries. Also 
because the film code is different in 
many respects from other formulas, 
it has taken up far more of his per- 
sonal attention than others. 

Filmdom in another week or so 
will give Hollywood the full signifi- 
cance of what must be done morally 
while production is under govern- 
ment supervision. 

The Code Authority, it is planned, 
will have the job of naming the 
commissions. There will be three 
men in Hollywood to pass on all 
west coast activities, and another 
three in New York to look after 
pictures made and imported here. 
In addition to those six, for all pro- 
duction, there will be a third trio, 
also headquartered in the east, to 
watch advertising. 

To qualify as a commissioner, 
which is expected to carry with it a 
salary of around $25,000, a man or 
woman (probably both sexes will be 
eligible) will have to have ‘a proper 
appreciation of what makes for 
wholesome entertainment’, He must 
at the same time appreciate enter- 
tainment values, be impartial of 
judgment, and possess a broad in- 
dustry perspective. 

Men from within and without the 
business will probably be consid- 
ered, although to find showmen who 
have not axes to grind is conceded 
one of the difficulties which the au- 
thority faces in inaugurating the 
commission moral rule. 

Hays Standard 

The commissions will cover the 
entire industry, superceding the 
present Hays moral machine headed 
by Dr. James Wingate. Latter, 
however, is expected to be retained 
by the Hays organization in a spe- 
1 advisory capacity for member 
companies only. 

The Hays moral code, as existent 
for the last three years, will be 
catechism for the 
only difference, vital 


and the 


(Continued on page 35) 
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U. §. Crime Commission's Survey 
Of Pix in Relation to Crime 


Another Angle for Code's Delay 





HOW IT’S DONE 


$12.18 Actual Cash Pays for Hotel, 
Theatre 








Davenport, Ia., Nov. 20. 
On paper the Hotel Mississippi 
and RKO theatre, representing an 
investment in excess of $1,000,000, 


has passed into the hands of the 
builders at a sheriff's sale for 
$42,821. Actual cash involved was 


$12.18 insurance costs. 

The Third & Brady Street Corp. 
has a year in which to redeem the 
building, with operation of the ho- 
tel, theatre and stores to continue 
as usual. 


Sam Harris Into 
Film Prod. with 


4 Marxes, Gordon 





Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Sam H. Harris is going into pic- 
ture production, aligning himself 
with the four Marx Brothers. Cor- 
poration is now being formed with 
the likelihood of Max Gordon join- 
ing the group. 

Marx contract 
expires on completion 
Soup.’ 

Likely that ‘Of Thee I Sing’ will 
be the first picture and that United 
Artists will be the releasing com- 
pany, with the Marx-Harris organi- 
zation arranging 50% of its own 
financing. 


Chaplin Troubled 
In Getting Aides 
On Long Sked Pic 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Name people are turning down 
bids to work on the Charlie Chaplin 
picture because of the long and in- 
definite production schedule set by 
the comedian. Despite the prestige 
of working with Chaplin, regularly 
employed writers, directors and 
players don’t want to be out of cir- 
culation for the possible year or 
more expected to be required by 
Chaplin. 

Some people asked to work for 
Chaplin have been willing to tie 
themselves up to four months, but 
comedian would make no promises. 
He has said he will finish the pic- 
ture in six months, but nobody be- 
lieves him. 

He expected to get started on the 
film this month, but present indica- 
tions are the launching is still some 
time off. 


with Paramount 
of ‘Duck 





Test New Tech Process 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 


tobert Edmond Jones, N. Y 


stage designer, is making lighting | 


tests for Technicolor’s 
process, 

Jones was brought out by John 
Hay Whitney who will use the pro- 
cess on his first Pioneer pic to be 
released by Radio. 


three-color 


Schlaifer and Gold Get 


West and East for UA. 


L. J. Schilaifer has joined United 
Artists istant to Al Lichtman, 
in charge of branches from Chicago 


vest and into Canada. Harry Gold 


as ass 


commissioners. 'TLichtman’'s assistant for some years, | 


south- 


and 
the UA 


eastern 
for 


over the 
exchanges 


chief. 


sales 








Thousands of complaints from 
small film stockholders fill a room 
in the White House. Film contact 
men, with this knowledge, Monday 
(2) ventured the prediction that if 
for no other than the moral effect, 
President Roosevelt may hold up 
the code for another few weeks. In 
other words they see Congress re- 
convening and passing upon high 
salaries for all industries before the 
President affixes his signature. 
This may mean, then, that the code 
machinery will not start to grind 
until spring. 

There were others, slated to oc- 
cupy high positions on the code au- 
thority, who shared part of this be- 
lief. These at the same time opined 
that Roosevelt has no out and out 
curtailment of high salaries’ in 
mind; rather his proposal is sim- 
plified to allow concerns which are 
paying fair dividends to their stock- 
holders and who are also protecting 
them with a sinking fund to pay 
high salaries and bonuses corre- 
spondingly. 

And, accordingly, they see in the 
delay a reason for Roosevelt not 
wanting to single out the film code 
for salary curtailment and to run 
into possible knotty legal problems, 
when another few weeks will tell 
the story for all industries. 

Advanced at the same time for 
the code delay, despite the fact that 
it is generally reported within in- 
dustry quarters that the President 
has the picture code with him right 
now in Warm Springs, Ga., is this 
development: 

The U. S. Crime Commission, or 
the senatorial committee investi- 
gating crime, will be in the Bar As- 
sociation, New York, November 23- 
24 during which it will hail many 
picture people before it to determine 
to what extent, if any, underwor!d 
screen subject have to do with in- 
citing crime. Charges contained in 
such books as ‘Our Movie Made 
Children’ and other complaints 
made by various social organiza- 
tions will be carefully sifted. It is 
understood that several Hays ex- 
ecutives have already been notified 
to hold themselves in readiness to 
testify. 

Copeland Mentioned 

At the same time, directly anent 
the code, it was reliably reported 
Monday afternoon that Senator 
Royal S. Copeland, head of the 
Crime Commission, will probably be 
one of the three. Government ob- 
servers on the industry’s Code Au- 
thority. 

Eddie Cantor’s session with the 
President this week is regarded as 
a publicity stunt in Doth major and 
indie quarters. However, certain 
of the leaders, destined to sit 
on the code authority, are keeping 
in closer touch than ever with 
Washington. One of them is leav- 
ing for a talk with Sol Rosenblatt 
today (Tuesday.) It is understood 
that Washington has sent for the 
complete exhibitor record of the 
New York code sessions, prelimi- 
nary to the public hearing in Wash- 


ington, and that this record will 
also be delivered Tuesday. What 


bearing at this late date this record 
can have on the final code was not 
known in New York over the week- 
end, or admitted. It has been 
understood right along that the ex- 
hibition end has afforded none of 
the obstacles to the code’s progress 
during the past three weeks. 

Besides the salary issue, Article 
Five, having to do with bliacklist- 
ing, contract player availability and 
anti-raiding, was also reported to 
be delaying passage of the formula, 
In sources close to the administra- 
tion it was reported simultaneously 
that if this clause is finally 
omitted it will be replaced with a 
more restrictive mandate, 


Einfeld Coasthound 


Charlie Einfeld hops a train to- 


| morrow (Wednesday) for the coast, 


} 


where he will linger a fortnight. 


| Mrs. Kinfeld accompanies. 
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Fox-WC Hied to Courts to Ditch 
Non-Payee Spots, Senate Body Told; 


Fox, Chase May Bid in Properties 
"MLE, Old Roxy Up Scales 


Los Angeles, Nov. 20. 

Fox West Coast went into bank- 
ruptcy in order to get rid of ex- 
pensive leases on non-paying and 
dark theatres, William H. Moore, 
Jr., one of the circult’s trustees in 
bankruptcy, told the senatorial in- 
vestigating committee here to delve 
into receivership and bankruptcy 
practices and possible reforms. 


On questioning, Moore admitted 
the possibility of Fox Film, Wesco 
and Chase National Bank, the three 
majority creditors, bidding in the 
properties very svon at their own 
price and resuming ownership and 
management of the circuit now that 
rentals amounting to $29,737 a 
month had been eliminated and an- 
other $4,093 a month had been pared 
from the rent bill. 


Whitewash Plunge 


Senators Henry F. Ashurst of 
Arizona, chairman, and William 
Gibbs McAdoo of California where 
the only solons of the group of five 
to remain for the theatre circuit 
quiz, held last Thursday (16), the 
last of 10 days uncovering South- 
ern California receiverships and 
bankruptcies, They and _ their 
special counsel, William H. Neblett, 
did a lot of deep questioning into 
the transfer -f the principal assets 
of F-WC to holding companies a 
day before the chain filed a peti- 
tion in bankruptcy, Feb. 27. Moore 
and Charles P. Skouras told of the 
switch in ownership of the profit- 
able houses out of F-WC before it 
, took the whitewash plunge. 


Moore apparently satisfied the 
committee regarding the legality of 
this step by saying that the assets 
were placed in the hands of newly- 
formed subsids for easier handling 
and in order to conserve valuable 
leases while undesirable ones were 
sluffed off. 


Hughes in Deal 


Moore, Skouras and Former Chief 
Justice Louis W. Meyers of the 
California Supreme court, all ad- 
mitted that the N. Y. law firm of 
Hughes, Shurman and Dwight 
formulated the entire setup of brand 
new holding companies that were 
formed to take over the chain's 
profitable theatres. Meyers is a 
members of the firm of O’Melveny, 
Tuller and Meyers, attorneys for 
F-WC’s trustees with Rouben G. 
Eunt, who also went on the stand. 

Skouras, on  cross-examination, 
admitted that while the idea of 
bankruptcy was his, the ramifica- 
tions of subsid holding corporation 
was done on legal advice. 

Considerate of Skouras 

The Fox West Coast operating 
head was accorded very considerate 
treatment by the senators. His 
forensic difficulties and pronounci- 
ation obstacles rated him a seat 
next to the court reporter, instead 
of on the stand, and everyone ap- 
parently went out of his way to 
give Skouras leading questions and 
take liberal interpretations of his 
remarks. After 20 minutes, Neblett, 
who was a terror with other wit- 
nesses gave Skouras up and dis- 
missed him. 

He testified that he received $1,000 
a week prior to the insolvency, but 
added that it was a drawing ac- 
count against profits and, since the 
firm made no profit during his ses- 
sion at the wheel he thought that 
he ‘may have to pay it back’. 

Hits Profit Move 


Moore explained the new cor- 
porate setup of holding companies 
and said that before the bankruptcy, 
Fox West Coast was iosing $25,000 
a week. Of this, $17,000 was for 
rent paid out on houses that were 
closed. Neblett attacked the com- 
pany’s effort through Federal courts 
to throw off the leases that were 
of no value but still retain those 
that would be of profit. 

In answer to a question of the 
prosecutor’s, Moore claimed _ that 
there was no reorganization of any 
kind pending, but a few minutes 
later crossed himself up by saying 
that although many companies had 
been revived after going into bank- 
ruptcy, he ‘doesn’t expect to revive 
this one’. 

Wesco Cut 5 Grand 


Trustee also disclosed that claims 
of the principal creditors, Wesco 
and Chase bank, would be shrunken 








With ‘Little Women’ at the Radio 
City Music Hall starting Thursday 
(16), the house boosted its week- 
day morning and matinee admission 
a nickel. Up to 1 p. m. the tariff 
is now 40c instead of 35c, while the 
former 55c price afte: one has been 
boosted to 60c, 

Old Roxy has also upped itself 
a dime from previous top of 55c to 
65c New rise in prices at the 
Seventh avenue house became ef- 
fective Saturday (18), 


F-WC Att’y Outruns 
Law in Moving 806 
Theatre Equipment 








San Bernardino, Cal., Nov. 20. 
In an altercation as to who owned 
the theatre equipinent, valued at 
over $80,000, Attorney Charles 
Buckley of Fox-West Coast, on 
Nov. 13, removed six truckloads of 
assorted belongings from the Fox 
San Bernardino, \under threat of ar- 
rest by representatives of the Pio- 
neer Title Insurance & Trust Co., 
before a temporary restraining or- 
der could be served. 


Dispute followed a one-day notice 
sale of the Fox house, which had 
been under lease to the circuit, by 
the Pioneer company as trustees of 
the second mortgage bondholders. 
Sale price was $20,000, subject to 
first mortgage of $208,000. Fox- 
West Coast claimed the equipment, 
purchased by the circuit for $90,000 
and installed while they had the 
house under lease several years ago. 
Subsequently F-WC bought the 
theatre, and this ownership, before 
the circuit’s bandruptcy, brought 
the equipment under the mortgage 
provisions, the PTI&T company 
contended. Court will decide when 
the injunction action is heard. 

Meantime antagonists each have 
a watchman on the job, and the six 
truckloads of equipment taken by 
Atty. Buckley are in a L. A. store- 
house. 


L. A. Nabe Goes Ultra 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

United Artists theatre on Wilshire 
boulevard, renamed the Four Star, 
will have a $1 reopening, with 
‘Berkeley Square,’ 75c top, and first 
runs thereafter. 

Previously 30c double neighbor- 
hood house. 











from the sums demanded by the 
pair. Wesco, which filed a claim 
for $16,000,000, will only have an 
$11,000,000 claim allowed. Chase’s 
$4,400,000 claim will be cut to $3,- 
000,000 because of credits due 
F-WC. 

Neblett asked: ‘What is to pre- 
vent Wesco, or Fox Films, or Chase, 
or the three, from bidding in the 
stock of Fox West Coast at a price 
of $1,000,000 or $5,000,000 and, since 
they are the principal creditors, 
pocket 95% of their purchase money 
and still own the company?’ Moore 
indicated that there was nothing to 
prevent this. 

Several laughs during the pro- 
ceedings. 

Skouras said he knew of no con- 
nection between Fox West Coast 
and Fox Film, Then George Car- 
man, of O’Melveny, Tuller and Mey- 
ers told the solons that F-WC was 
owned outright by Wesco. 

‘And who owns Wesco?’ 
queried. 

‘Fox Films,’ was the answer. 

Again, someone asked whatever 
became of Mr. Fox. McAdoo an- 
swered this one, saying: ‘I under- 
stand that he became involved in a 
struggle to retain ownership of his 
company and emerged without any 
stock, but with a large fortune. Mr. 
Fox appears to be the wisest guy of 
all.’ 

Ashurst launched into an attack 
on holding companies, as exempli- 
fied by the F-WC structure, saying 
that ‘holding companies are nothing 
but hiding companies.’ 


McAdoo 








Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week Nov. 24 
Paramount—‘Take a Chance’ 
(Par). 
Capitol—‘Christopher 
(Metro). 


Bean’ 


Strand—‘Havana Widows’ 
(WB) (22). 

Rialto—‘Master of Men’ 
(Col). 

Roxy—Jimmy and_ Sally’ 
(Fox). 


Music Hall—‘Little Women’ 
(Radio) (2d week). 

Rivoli—Duck Soup’ 
(22). 

Hollywood—‘World Changes’ 
(WB) (5th week). 


(Par) 





Week Dec. 1 
Capitol — ‘Dancing Lady’. 
(Par). 
Strand—‘Son of a_ Sailor’ 
(WB). 
Roxy—‘Hoopla’ (Fox) (30). 





Rivoli—‘Duck Soup’ (Par) 
(2d week). 

$2 Pictures 
‘Eskimo’ (Metro) (Astor) 
(2a week). 
‘Design for Living’ (Par) 


(Criterion) (22). 





Foreign Films 


‘Sang d’un Poete’ (French) 
(Fifth Ave.) (4th week). 

‘Laughter Through Tears’ 
(Yiddish) (Acme) (3d week). 

‘Mile. Nitouche’ (French) 
(Little Carnegie) (2d week). 











WB-SKOURASES’ ST. L. 
THEATRES IN BKPTCY 


St. Louis, Nov. 20. 

A voluntary petition in bank- 
ruptcy has been filed in U. S. Dis- 
trict court here by Skouras Broth- 
ers Enterprises, Inc., a holding com- 
pany for various St. Louis motion 
picture’ theatres. Company was 
formed in 1921, the three Skouras 
brothers, later selling their interest 
to Warner Brothers, but again in 
control of some of the theatres orig- 
inally involved through an operat- 
ing company, the Central Theatres 
Co. 

Sam B. Jeffries, attorney who 
filed the petition, said the primary 
causes of bankruptcy were that 
Skouras Brothers Enterprises guar- 
anteed principal and interest on 
$4,050,000 first mortgage bonds on 
the Ambassador and Grand Central 
buildings which are now in default, 
and some years ago acquired a lease 
on the Empress, now the Midtown, 
which turned out to be a losing 
proposition, 

The bankrupt company owns 51% 
of the stock of the St. Louis Amus. 
Co., which operates 20 neighbor- 
hood houses. Jeffries said this con- 
trolling stock is an asset of the 
company and is subject to liquida- 
tion for benefit of creditors. 


MRS. LESLIE CARTER SET 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Mrs. Leslie Carter gets a leading 
‘part in ‘The Final Curtain,’ George 
Bachelder production, starting Dec. 
1. Richard Thorpe directs. 

The Hoffman-Schlager-Robinson 
agency has a financial share in the 
pic, having made the deal for Mrs. 
Carter to do the film. 








Pictures Get Stock Market Break "4 


As Buying Moves from Few Groups 
Into Wider Front of Industrials 





Chi Coppers Hesitant 
About ‘Elysia’ Nudie 


Chicago, Novy. 20. 

While Minneapolis and Detroit 
dates on the new nudie, ‘Elysia,’ are 
coming through, Chicago remains a 
squabble. Court action is being re- 
sorted to by Bryan Foy and Lou 
Golder against the police depart- 
ment for mandamus to force is- 
suance of license. 


Coppers have oked the Jicker for 
public screening but want non- 
mingling of sexes. 


NEW OUTFIT T0 
TAKE OVER PE 
PROPOSED 


A new company will take over 
Publix Enterprises as the first step 
toward its ultimate reorganization 
and discharge from bankruptcy. 
Proposal will be offered at an early 
date for creditor approval at a meet- 


ing to be called before Referee 
Henry K. Davis. 


The plan at this time, based on an 
appraisal of the value of Publix En- 
terprises under bankruptcy, seems 
to be the formation of a company 
(if not Famous Theatres Corp. is 
used for the purpose) which will 
assume all assets and liabilities, and 
apportion its stock between Para- 
mount Publix and others to whom 
PE is indebted. 

The stock to Paramount Publix 
would be turned over in lieu of 
creditor items of nearly $7,000,000 
and an investment in PE by Par 
Publix and Publix Theatres of $7,- 
534,274, 

Publix Enterprises owes Para- 
mount Publix $1,037,247 and Publix 
Theatres, a wholly owned subsidi- 
ary of PP the amount of $5,748,272. 
Investments of Par in PE and its 
subsidiaries is through stock own- 
ership. 

The total liabilities of PE at time 
of bankruptcy was $41,214,000 and 
assets $23,864,000, figures that have 
not changed vitally since then. 

While a new company through 
stock apportionment would take 
care of much of the $41,000,000 in- 
debtedness of PE, there would still 
remain over PE an appreciable 
number of claims, individual and 
otherwise, that would have to be ad- 
judicated in the usual manner under 
bankruptcy. 

With no matters of pressing im- 
portance on the schedule, the cred- 
itors meeting of Publix Enterprises 
yesterday (Monday) was set over 
to Dee. 5. Trustees meantime are 
devoting the majority of attention 
to rent and other claims. 

















Catholic Hierachy Asks European 
Bishops to Fight ‘Lewd U. S. A. Pix 





Washington, Nov. 20. 
Complaints of the Catholic hier- 
archy about the ‘lasciviousness and 


immorality’ of American motion 
pictures registered only a _ faint 
whisper here this week when 


bishops from all corners of the na- 
tion held the annual meeting of the 
National Welfare Conference. 
Decision to create a standing com- 
mittee to act against ‘growing 
abuses and licentiousness’ of the 
film industry and to solicit aid of 
European members of the clergy in 


fighting cinema temptation was 
principal accomplishment of the 
meeting. 

‘General demoralization’ of the 


United States was thrashed out by 
the administrative committee of the 








ceived only a little more attention 
than obscene books, dishonestly in 
financial circles, crookedness_ in 
business, corruption in politics, 
miscarriage of justice, and crime. 
One of Many Vices 

The net result of numerous vices, 
of which the motion picture was 
named an element, was declared to 
be ‘the degredation and poverty of 
masses Of our people.’ 





Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Archbishop Hanna of San Fran- 
cisco was appointed chairman of a 
continuation committee to check 
upon any laxities of the moral code 
in films. 

The archbishop is known as a lib- 
eral in councils of church and is 


conference, but motion pictures re- | friendly to pictures, 


+ 
> __ 
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By AL GREASON 


The stock market yesterday 
pushed out of its narrow range ana 
for the first time on the movement 
crossed the significant level of 1090 
in the industrial averages, with pice 
tures getting the advantage of new 
buying in a broader market. 


Large number of issues that have 
been laggard came to life, while 
there was evidence that the ex. 
ploited inflation groups were ‘tired.® 
While such stocks as American Can 
and Dupont scored new peaks on 
the movement and year, the metals 


remained quiet and the _ alcohol 
stocks were reactionary. 
Market got its initial impetus 


from an increase in the government 
price for domestic gold of 10 cents, 
resuming the upward course interes 
rupted most of last week. Foreign 
currencies rose against the dollar, 














> - 
Yesterday’s Prices 
Net 
Sates. High. Low. Last chee 
100 Am. Seat. 2% 2% 273 
2,000 Col. Pic... 26% 24% 26 +2% 
100 Cons. F... 38% 3% 8%+ % 
800 Cons. F.pf. 10 9% 10 +% 
2,600 Fast. K.. 76 738% 76 42% 
SG POR ccccae 14 14 14—-—-¥%, 
3,500 Loew's . 31% BOS 31% +1% 
100 Do pf 68 68 os +2 
800 Par-P cf 1% 1 1%+% 
12,400 Pathe A.. 11 9% 11 +1% 
10,500 Pathe Ex 1% 1% 1%+ % 
eee PG cccce 7% 7 7% + % 
200 RKO 2 2 2% +% 
S.Tee We séeccves 6% 6% 6%+% 
BONDS 
$¢,000 Gen. Thr. 4 38% 4 
1,000 Keith .... 45 45 5 
10,000 Par-P .... 23% 23% 23%—2% 
5,000 Do cf... 24 24 24 
2,000 Pathe . 85 8&5 85 
80,000 WB 40% 89% 40% +24 
CURB 
200 Tech’color. 11 10% 11 +% 











domestic bonds, especially govern- 
ments, declined sharply, and all the 
old arguments of stocks for infla- 
tion were renewed. 


Loew’s touched a new top on this 
movement at 31%, while there was 
a flurry in both the Pathe issues. 
Columbia jumped 2 points or more, 
approximating its 1933 peak. War- 
ners did little either way, as far 
as its stocks were concerned, but 
its bonds ran counter to the trend 
in that section, gaining more than 2, 
Paramount liens were again lower 
on small dealings. 


The market opened with mixed 
changes, but improved in a brisk 
first hour. Thereafter volume 
dropped off as traders took profits. 
Buying rush came in the last hour 
when dealings were at the rate of 
about a 4,000,000-share day. 

At the gong the industrial aver- 
age stood just over 101, peak for 
the autumn, advance being accom- 
panied by volume and giving the 
bulls much encouragement. 

Confusion Deepens 

Briefly the events of last week 
were first the further depreciation 
of the dollar in foreign exchange, 
atcompanied by moderate. stock 
gains and sinking bond prices, and 
second, the recognition of Russia, 
which appeared to have no effect 
upon prices one way or the other. 

Net result of these developments 
was general deepening of traders’ 
confusion over the _ situation in 


(Continued on page 27) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Elissa Landi. 
Countess Zanardi Landi. 
Marian Marsh. 

Edna Best. 

Joe Schenck, 

Douglass Montgomery. 
Gregory Ratoff. 

Sam Briskin. 

George Brown. 

Ad Schulberg. 

John Balderston. 
Katharine Hepburn. 
Carl Laemmle. 

Jack Ross. 








N. Y. to L. A. 


Louis Cohen. 
Jack Fisher. 
Jack Warner, 
Harry Cohen. 
Pat Patterson. 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Finfeld 
Joe Cunningham, 
Marie Ormiston. 
Hugh Williams. 
Cliff Edwards. 
Ernst Lubitsch. 
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Small Town Exhibs Can't Dodge 
The Blue Eagle, 


Washington, Nov. 20. 

Small theatres in suburban 
areas, and particularly naborhood 
houses, cannot escape the Blue 
Eagle through President Roose- 
velt’s executive order exempting 
business establishments in places 
under 2,500 from the NRA, 

Latest interpretation of the Pres- 
idential ultimatum restricts the ex- 
emption by defining ‘immediate 
trade area of a larger city’ to in- 
clude territory classified by the 
Census Bureau in the 1930 count as 
metropolitan districts. The orig- 
inal ruling specifically said the ex- 
emption did not apply to establish- 
ments in the immediate trading 
area of a city with greater popula- 
tion but laid down no rules for de- 
ciding individual cases. 

This point was cleared up with a 
batch of interpretations of the re- 
tail trade code, when NRA ruled ‘a 
town of less than 2,500 population 
is deemed to be in the immediate 
trade area of a larger city and thus 
included within the retail code in 
either of the following instances: 
(a) if it is in the Metropolitan 
District of a city over 100,000 popu- 
lation as such metropolitan dis- 
tricts are defined in the Federal 
Census of 1930 or (b) if it borders 
on a city or town with a population 
over 2,500.’ 

Such restriction will affect hun- 
dreds of houses which at first 
glance apparently qualified for the 
exemption from both the Pres- 
ident’s Re-employment Agreement 
and the pending film code. 

Uncertainly over another similar 
point was banished when NRA 
ruled that in counting employees to 
determine whether an_ establish- 
ment has less than five workers— 
in which case it is exempt from 
code requirements proprietors 
shall not be included, but all per- 
sons working 24 hours weekly must 
be considered. Unwarranted reduc- 
tion of employees to come within 
this phase of the exemption, NRA 
warned, will be considered viola- 
tions subject to punishment. 


Des Moines, Nov. 20. 

There’s code trouble in the mid- 
west with withdrawal of the Allied 
Theatre Owners of Iowa and Ne- 
braska from the National Allied 
States association. Announcement 
of withdrawal came from C. L. 
Niles, Anamosa, Iowa, president of 
the Iowa-Nebraska group, Nov. 15. 

Things popped following criticism 
of the two-state association and of 
Lester F. Martin, Nevada, Iowa, as- 
sociation secretary-treas. for ac- 
ceptance of the pending m. p. code 
with the criticism directed at Mar- 
tin from Abram F. Myers. Myers 
said Martin had been removed from 
the board of the national group and 
that the franchise of the Iowa- 
Nebraska unit had been cancelled. 

Myers pointed specifically to Mar- 
tin’s calling together a group of pic- 
ture men in Des Moines recently to 
approve the code while the national 
committee was attempting to get 
changes. 


J. G. A. Schiller Is Set 
As Loew’s L. A. Manager 


Los Angeles, Novy. 20. 
J. G. A. Schiller, former vice- 
prexy of the Robert Morton organ 
company, and a relative of E. A. 








Schiller, v.-p. of Loew’s, Inc., suc- 


Loew's State. 

Schiller comes in Nov. 30. He has 
not had previous house manage- 
ment experience. 


Pro and Con on Rosy 


ceeds Ray Duscerne as manager " 








Sol A. Rosenblatt doesn’t want a 
salary job in pictures, so say 


spokesmen who see him returning 


‘ : | 
to private law practice. 


Despite Washington reports, how- | 
ever, these picture do not} 
see Rosenblatt quitting the NRA | 


until he is ready. 


sources 


jfor loan of Warren 
lweeks more, after Goldwyn had him 


again in 


New NRA Ruling 


Thurs. Is the Day 





Washington, Nov. 20. 

Film code will be turned over 
to President Roosevelt Thurs- 
day (23) by Gen. Johnson, ac- 
cording to reliable information 
in NRA circles tonight. Sched- 
uled to speak in Atlanta before 
going to the little White House 


at Warm Springs, Ga., the 
NRA _ chief will carry the 
cinema pact along with a 
score of other completed 
agreements. 

Johnson still has not dis- 


cussed with Deputy Rosenblatt 
the several points with which 
he is ‘not satisfied.’ 


PAR'S COSTLY 
‘LANCER’ YARN 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

‘Lives of a Bengal Lancer,’ which 
Gary Cooper turned down 4s starrer, 
goes definitely on the Paramount 
shelf after a $300,000 expenditure. 
Studio feels it cannot get a film 
narrative out of the book material 
that would provide entertainment 
value. 

Warners understood being in the 
same predicament with ‘Anthony 
Adverse.’ 

















Loop Randolph Down; 
Eatery Bldg. Going Up 


Chicago, Nov. 20. 

Town loses one of its oldest pic- 
ture houses on Jan. 2, when the loop 
Randolph shutters will be torn 
down to be replaced by a three- 
story restaurant venture by Robert 
Eitel, operator of the Northwestern 
station eatery. 

Jones, Linick & Schaefer move 
out of the Randolph theatre after 
years of heavy profit-taking, house 
having previously been the loop’s 
ace first run before the days of the 
B. & K. deluxers. 

Understood that rental of Ran- 
dolph property calls for $40,000 an- 
nually for rent and taxes. Litel’s 
plans call for a rathskeller, main 
floor restaurant and a second-floor 
dine and dance spot, to be ready 
early in 1934. 


Col Balks at Duals 


San Francisco, Nov. 20. 

A deal whereby Fox-West Coast 
was to take a part of the Columbia 
product has been called off by the 
distributor because of double bill- 
ing. 

Circuit planned to double bill the 
films, probably at F&M’s Orpheum, 
to which F-WC has turned over the 
former St. Francis dual film policy 
at 40c. top. 

3ut Columbia withdrew from the 
deal, 








Sierras Quit Fox 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Martinez Sierra and Catalina 
Barcena (Mrs. Sierra) wind up 
their contract at Fox this week and 
leave for Spain Nov. 27. Latter 
is currently in ‘Cardboard City.’ 

Jose Rubio, writer, brought here 
with the pair, also is leaving Fox 
to return with them. 


WANT WILLIAM 
Sam Goldwyn has asked Warners 
William for 18 





for six months on ‘Nana,’ (Anna 
Sten initialer). 

Warners believe it’s about time 
Williams was back on the screen 


something. 


r 





con 


| ce mmittee has 





GROSSES SLIP 64, 
INDUSTRY DIZZY 


NRA Threat No Longer a 


Bugaboo—More Give- 








aways, Premiums, Duals, | 


Etc., Than Ever 


—_—_ _- 


MUCH CONFUSION 


Methods of so-called unfair com- 
petition are reported to be enjoying 
an unprecedented peak. It is esti- 
mated all down the line from dou- 
ble features to give-aways, or pre- 
miums, this system of attracting 
customers, frowned upon in the 
code, is at least 25% stronger than 
it was six months ago. This disre- 
gard for the imminence of the code 
is viewed as not altogether singular, 
when it is considered that the in- 


dustry as a whole is without any 
real enforcing medium currently. 

The regulations of the formula 
also are causing it to be regarded 
with far less seriousness in many 
parts of the picture country than 
last summer when the new NRA 
laws appeared ready to take hold 
any time. 

Furthermore a belief more or less 
widespread in major circles at the 
inception of the code, that the 
NRA’s relaxation of the anti-trust 
laws included company mergers, as 
well, now is being dissipated by 
legal minds and code workers who 
have brought back much for the 
private record from Washington 
Lawyers are pointing out that while 
the code does call for less restraint 
on certain matters pertaining to in- 
terstate commerce, the NRA doves 
not intend to countenance consoli- 
dations of active corporations in the 
same field which might result in 
trimming down competition. 


Ambiguous Clauses 


Such significance is now literally 
read into a clause which at first 
seemed ambiguous. The wording 
of the clause, one of the perfunctory 
bits of writing in practically all 
codes, is ‘This code is not designed 
to promote monopolies or to elim- 
inate or oppress small enterprises 
and shall not be applied to discrim- 
inate against them nor to permit 
monopolies nor monopolistic prac- 
tices.’ It is the latter phrase which 
contains the wrinkle which is partly 
inspiring the anti-iaerger warning. 

Present trade laxities and ignor- 
ant interpretations of latitudes un- 
der the code are thus all due for a 
speedy rectificati. , which may be 
extremely costly to some of the vio- 
lators, when the code becomes ef- 
fective. 

Regarding the climb of houses 
with dual policies from 2,000 last 
summer to the present 2,500, also an 
increase in the same neighborhood 
of giveaway policies, as well as a 
spread in unreasonable protection, 
industry spokesmen see. several 
other reasons. They remind that it 
is true of the industry, at least 
many of its theatres, during the 
present season to make all kinds of 
inducements for attendance. Why 
the fight should be keener now than 
at any time, with majors as well as 
the smallest city indies among the 
participants, is credited to many 
conditions. 

Among these is the code delay, 
with its obstructing all definite lines 
of industry procedure and the re- 
sultant effect of sending many dis- 
tributors as well as exhibitors along 
the lines of least resistance, or the 
grab-all-you-can idea, 

Can’t Blame Exhibitors 


Exhibitors are not all to blame, 


it is conceded by industry watchers. | 
| statisticians 


matter of code retroactivity 
distributors refusing to indi- 
anything of their own lition 
on the subject, especially reg: 
now and 


isn’t helping the 
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and 
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PS LAXITIES 








The Burr $500 
Raises Quite 


A Long Wait? 








First romance inspired dur- 
ing the film code battle in 
Washington came about over 
the week end, when Tony Muto, 
Hays investigator, whisked 
Irene Crisp, connected with the 
Hays Washington bureau, to 
Maryland for the nuptials. 

They plan to live in Wash- 
ington until the code is signed. 


YES AND NO ON 
CODE TOO SLOW? 


—__———— 











Washington, Nov. 20. 

Impatient individuals in the mo- 
tion picture industry may feel] the 
NRA is taking plenty of time whip- 
ping the film code into shape, but 
belief that this agreement sets a 
new record for slow motion has 
been dashed by NRA officials. 

While genesis of the film pact 
dates back to Aug. 8, when Deputy 
Administrator Rosenblatt set his 
two co-ordinators to work on get- 
ting conflicting proposals into shape 
for hearing, officially the NRA has 
taken only a little over two months 
in smoothing out rough spots and 
perfecting the document. And 17 
separate industries have Leen wait- 
ing a longer time with even less 
hope of early consummation cf ne- 
gotiations than the film industry. 

NRA records show eight codes 


. 





were discussed at hearings back in 
August which have not reached 
President Roosevelt’s desk, while 
nine other pacts heard prior to the 
film code in September are still {n 
the NRA mill. 


DISALLOW $2,533,250 
RENT CLAIM VS. P-E 


Rapid disposition of 
against Publix Enterprises is looked 
for as the result of the ruling in 


favor of P.E. on one of the largest 
filed against it, brought by the 
Georgia Realty Co. Atlanta, for 
$2,533,250. On appeal from Referee 
Henry K. Davis’ findings in favor of 
Publix Enterprises, the Georgia 
Realty Co. suffered a setback in the 
U. S. District Court Friday (17), 
where the case was dismissed after 
argument by hoth sides, 

The Atlanta realtors, claiming 
rent to 1972 under a PE lease on 
Keith's Georgia in that city, may try 
to go to a higher court, but it is 
doubted, 








claims 





problem in its hands for the past 
three months without announcing a 
decision, 

The contract matter, it is pointed 


out, is of vital importance to the 
exhibitor. He cannot determine 
until after the code is. signed 


whether wholesale bookings which 
he would make now will come under 
the code’s terms; in other words, 
whether a standard form of con- 
tract will be substituted for what- 
ever of the miscellaneous company 
product blanks he might now sign. 








The disposition, therefore, is to keep | 
dotted 


away from any long-term 
line. 
Along with all of this, industry | 


intimate that during} 


ithe past three weeks the national | 
| box office has slipped at least 5%. | 
|} Concern for the future is partly | 
blamed for this The show mind of 
the business is groping around for | 
1 remedy and in the meantime is 
only getting deeper into a mora 
‘of political confusion, 


NRA Enforcement as Seen in 


Legit Situation 
a Few Fine Points 


Washington, Nov. 20. 

How far NRA code authorities 
may go in enforcing terms of in- 
dustrial compacts is a question 
which is plaguing the Recovery Ad- 
ministration worse each week 
Eventual answer will have direct 
bearing upon operation of code 
authorities in all amusement fields, 
particularly in the picture industry 

The particular problem bothering 
Federal authorities relates to im- 
position of fines or assessments 
upon individuals or units in any in 
dustry which violate code terms oi 
regulations promulgated to aid in 
achieving NRA _ objectives. Far- 
reaching legal tangle may result it 
any attempt is made by code au- 
thorities to slap fines on persons 
who incur their displeasure. 

This difficulty bobbed up in the 
legitimate theatre when attempi 
was made to fine Courtney Burr 
producer of ‘Sailor Beware,’ $590 for 
not minding p’s and q’s in rules 
adopted by National Legitimate 
Theatre Committee. After announc- 
ing Burr had been fined, committee 
was held in check by Deputy Ad- 
ministrator Sol A. Rosenblatt who 


after investigation, cancelled the 
fine. 

No rigid policy has been laia 
down, according to Administrato: 


Hugh S. Johnson, yet fact remains 
not a single code authority in any 
of the more than 100 industries 
operating under NRA _  approvec 
agreements has imposed fine on ans 
violator. The general procedure 
Johnson said today, will be to ‘ge 
carefully and look into every cas¢ 
very deeply.’ 
Authority’s Powers 

Concern about legality of author- 

izing film code authority to slay 


penalties on employers who pa} 
‘unreasonably excessive’ compensa- 


tion was displayed by legal sharps, 


of the NRA several weeks ago, but 
after various conflicting opinions 
had been rendered decision was 
reached that the provision probably 
would stand tests in courts but was 
not particularly desirable. Rosen- 
blatt declines to discuss this prop- 
osition but is believed to have his 
own doubts about the  provisior 
which he passed. 

Seat of the problem is provisioz 
in the Industrial Recovery Act stat- 
ing penalties for violators of ap- 
proved codes shall be not more thai 
$500 for each offense and bestowin; 
upon ‘the several district courts o! 
the United States’ jurisdiction t« 
prevent violations. Federal District 
Attorneys are specially designated 
as officers responsible for institut- 
ing proceedings to ‘prevent and re- 
strain’ violations. 

The ‘due process’ clause of th« 
Constitution has been cited as de- 
fense for individuals who might b« 
penalized by code authorities in- 
stead of being punished throug} 
courts in the manner specified ir 
the act. Various lawyers hold opin- 
ions that exercise by code authori- 
ties of power to punish violators 
would be in defiance of this Con 
stitutional guarantee. 

Picture painted by theoreticians 
is this: If motion picture produce 


(Continued on page 34) 
Grauman Sets ‘Scandals’ 
Back Acct. Grid Game 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Opening of Eddie Cantor’s ‘Ro- 
man Scandals’ at Grauman’s Chi 
nese has been delayed until Nov. 28 

With most of the importani 
screen names and execs going tc 
Stanford to attend the Stanford- 
U. of C. game Nov. 25, Grauman 
figured it would be best to defer 
the opening from the 24th. 

Nell Kelly, Al Trahan, Fay Court- 
ney, Bernice and Emily engaged so 
far for the Sid Grauman prolog 
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LA Biz Flounders 


with Reasons 


~ Galore; Duck Soup’ Is Outstander; 
Baron, ‘Blood Money’ Both Mild 





Los Angeles, Nov. 20. 

Business seems shot all the way 
around. Grosses are dropping bit 
by bit in the first run houses and 
the operators just cannot account 
for the reason. Some think folks 
are saving for Thanksgiving, others 
that they are spending it on foot- 
ball games, but the most obvious 
reason seems to be that general 
conditions are not as healthy as 
they were prior to March 1 and the 
influx of transients looking for em- 
ployment over the winter season, 
while jobs here have been cut way 
down. 

‘Duck Soup’ at the Paramount is 
the outstander of the current list 
of attractions so far as figurative 
gross is concerned, however, open- 
ing at considerable less intake than 
the previous opus made by the 
quartet. ‘Thunder Over Mexico’ 
opened (17), at the Mirror, a for- 
mer grind slough house, and with 
the Joe Lee stunts tried again here 
drew great crowds in front of the 
1,000-seater. 

‘Meet the Baron’ was off to very 
mild start at the State and will not 
give any creditable showing for the 
seven-day period it remains. ‘Foot- 
light Parade’ way off in its holdover 
week at the two Warner houses, 
with the joint take for the week 
estimated at around $18,000, which 
was the intial eight-day income for 
the first week at the Hollywood 
house alone. Chinese went dark 
Sunday night after a five and one- 
half week run of ‘I’m No Angel’ 
with around $20,000 for the final ten 
days. ‘Blood Money‘ weak at the 
U. A., with Sophie Tucker re- 
sponsible for picture not dipping 
lower. ‘The Invisible Man’ at the 
RKO did not get an intensive cam- 
paigning which is telling in the 
take that could have been greatly 
enhanced, 


Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 55- 
$1.65), ‘I'm No Angel’ (Par) and 
stage show (6th-final week). Faded 
out to fairly good take of around 
$20,000 for final ten days. House 
re-opens (28) with ‘Roman Scan- 
dals’ at a $5.50 top premiere. 

Criterion (Tally) (1,600; 25-40), 
‘Forgotten Men’ (Cummings). Plenty 
of exploitation on this war pix help- 
ing as it shoufd hit an easy $5,500 
which is big for house. Last week 
‘Midshipman Jack’ (RKO) no panic 
at $3,850. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-70), 
‘Footlight Parade’ (WB) and stage 
show (2d week). Holdover week 
not so hot may hit around the $10,- 
000 mark against close to $15,000 for 
the first week. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 25-65), 
‘Footlight Parade’ (WB) and stage 
show (2d week). Not doing as well 
as the Downtown house and will 
slip badly to around $8,000 for final 
week. First eight days with deluxe 
++ (eet came in with around $17,- 

Los Angeles (Wm. Fox) (2,800; 
15-25) —‘East of Fifth Ave- 
nue’ (Col) and ‘Hold the Press’ 
(Col) split. Back to double bill 
again and may come home with 
about $3,200 this week. Last week 
‘Broken Dreams’ (Mono) and vaude 
pretty disastrous for house, which 
just tapped over $3,000. 

Mirror (Lazarus-Vinnacof) (1,034; 
25-40-55) —"Thunder Over Mexico’ 
(Eisenstein) (1st wk.) Plenty of 
ballyhoo and may go through the 
week to a take of $3,000, which is 
great for this house, which was one 
of the last run grind type. 

Orpheum (Bdwy) (2,270; 25-35)— 
‘Turn Back the Clock (MG) and 
vaudeville. Other stage competition 
giving them tough road to travel 
and will be an effort to turn $3,500 
this week. Last week ‘Dr. Bull’ 
(Fox) had tough sledding to get $3,- 
800, which is ‘red’ for house. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 25-35-40) 
—Stage Mother’ (MG) and stage 
show. House seems to stress more 
on stage than picture, and will be 
lucky to hit over $7,000 on this one. 
Last week ‘Only Yesterday’ (U) for 
eight-day stay came home with just 
a shade over $13,000, which is not 
hot for a picture of this type that 
should have gotten considerable 
more with proper salesmanship. 

Paramount (Partmar) (3,595; 25- 
40)—“Duck Soup’ (Par) and stage 
show. A lifesaver for the house, 
which did a terrific nosedive the 
week before, the Marx opus should 
come in with around $18,000. Last 
week ‘Cradle Song’ (Par) Dorothea 
Wieck seemed to be poison at the 
b. o., as less than $10,000 demon- 
strates. 

RKO (2,950; 25-40)—"The Invisible 
Man’ (U). Off to weak start and 
only $5,000 or less expected. Last 
week “The Right to Romance’ 
(RKO) not good at $4,000, especial- 
ly for an Ann Harding opus. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 25-40)— 
‘Meet the Baron’ (MG) and stage 
show. Started off very mild and 
may get only $10,000 for final 


week of stage shows in house. Last 
week ‘Penthouse’ (MG) did oke at 
$13,500. 

United Artists (Grauman) (2,100; 
25-40-55)—‘Blood Money’ (20th Cen- 
tury) and stage show. Nota heavy 
tapper for the spenders. Sophie 
Tucker is more than 60% of the bal- 
last for the mild $6,800 it will draw. 
Last week ‘Broadway Thru a Key- 
hole’ (20th Century) (second and 
final week) as expected, exited with 
around $7,800, whith is oke. 


Duck Soup Hot 
$20,000 Leads 
Mild St. Louis 


St. Louis, Nov. 20. 

Doing fairly well this week, al- 
though there is nothing sensational. 
It’s not because of quantity, for the 
half dozén houses are presenting 
ten feature films, all but two offer- 
ing double programs. And two of 
the twin billers have stage shows in 
addition. 

Four Marxs will probably put the 
Ambassador out in the lead in 
week’s receipts and bring in a great 
deal of profit but will not break any 
house records. Loew’s State is in 
for some velvet, too, with the 
Dressler-Barrymore combination. 
St. Louis theatre continues to find 
an encouraging response to its bar- 
gain of two features and a stage 
bill at 40c top. Incidentally the 
policy is causing much unrest 





among the managers. 


Estimates for This Week 


Ambassador (Skouras) (3,000; 25- 
35-55), ‘Duck Soup’ (Par) and stage 
show, good $20,000. Last week “Take 
a Chance’ (Par), $17,000. : 

Fox (Fox) (5,000; 25-35-55), ‘Mad 
Game’ (Fox) and ‘Dance, Girl, 
Dance’ (Fox) and stage show, $8,- 
000, poor. Last week ‘My Lips Be- 
tray’ (Fox) and ‘The Last Trail’ 
(Fox), $10,000. 

Grand Central (Skouras) (2,000; 
25-40), ‘Hell and High Water’ (Par) 
and ‘Wrecker’ (Col) around $3,500. 
Last week ‘Private Life of Henry 
VIII’ (UA) about same. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,000; 25- 
35-55), ‘Christopher Bean’ (MG), 
$15,000, good. Last week ‘Prize- 
fighter and Lady’ (MG) got $11,000. 

Missouri (Skouras) (3,500; 25-40), 
‘Bureau of Missing Persons’ (FN) 
and ‘Sweetheart of Sigma Chi’ 
(Monogram), $8,000, fair. Last 
week ‘Way to Léve’ (Par) and ‘Ever 
in My Heart’ (WB) got $10,000, 

St. Louis (F. & M.) (4,000; 25-40), 
‘Aggie Appleby’ (Fox) and ‘Chance 
at Heaven’ (RKO). Paced at $14,- 
000. Last week ‘Above the Clouds’ 
(Col) and ‘My Woman’ (Col). About 
equal. 


DRESSLER BIG NOISE IN 
INDIANAPOLIS, $10,500 


Indianapolis, Nov. 20. 
Marie Dressler in ‘Christopher 
Bean’ has firmly placed Loew’s Pal- 
ace on top of the scramble. Compe- 
tition is keen, with ‘Duck Soup’ 
against her at the Circle and ‘Hot 








Chocolate,’ the colored stage revue, 
at the Indiana. In addition, the 
Lyric spent plenty of money on 
ballyhoo for ‘Only Yesterday.’ The 
Apollo trying to hold its own with 
new Lillian Harvey film, ‘My Weak- 
ness.’ 

Dressler is heading the parade to 
a stirring $10,500, despite the oppo- 
sition. The Marx Brothers are mak- 
ing a good showing as runners-up, 
garnering $9,000. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40)—‘My Weakness’ (Fox). Too 
many other films to see in prefer- 
ence to this one, and gloom at the 
box office with a take of only $2,750, 
bad. Last week ‘After Tonight’ 
(RKO) Bennett’s weakest here at 
$3,500, poor. 

Circle (Katz-Feld) (2,600; 25-40) 
—‘Duck Soup’ (Par). Marx Bros. 
are popular and biz is good at $9,- 
000. Last week ‘Right to Romance’ 
(RKO) was fair at $4,200. 

Indiana (Katz-Feld) (3,100; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘College Coach’ (WB) and 


‘Hot Chocolates’ on stage. Should 
be better, $8,500, mild. Last week 
‘Kennel Murder Case’ (WB) and 


stage show folded after fair open- 
ing, and closed at $7,500, very bad. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 20-25-40)— 
‘Only Yesterday’ (})). Bucking 
strong competition, but making slow 
headway at $3,500. Last week 
‘Mayor of Hell’ (WB) wilted to ter- 
rible $2,900. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew's (2,800; 25- 
40)—‘Christopher Bean’ (MG). 
Dressler demonstrates once again 
her tremendous hold on the fans in 
this town, and is overshadowing all 
opposition to click $10,500, big. Last 
week ‘Prizefighter and Lady’ (MG) 
liked, but finished no better than 
$4,800, moderate. 


Sun. Nite Hockey Hurts 
NH, ‘Soup’ a Ducky 136 


New Haven, Nov. 20. 
Paramount playing ‘Duck Soup’ 
as a single and turning ’em over 
fast. Big opening indicates film 
will easily top the town this week. 

Pro hockey, playing Sunday nites. 
offers rea] competish to film spots. 
Several nabes report they’re just 
hanging on, with one, scheduled for 
September opening, still dark. 

‘Only Yesterday,’ at Poli’s, will 
have to do its biz on word-of- 
mouth, which presently is excellent. 
Last week ‘Prizefighter,’ a tough 
one to sell, started only fair but 
held steady through week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 35-50) 
‘Duck Soup’ (Par). Marxes look a 
swell $13,000. Last week “Take a 
Chance’ (Par), and ‘White Woman’ 
(Par), built to a nice $8,000. 

Poli’s (Poli) (8,040; 35-50)—‘Only 
Yesterday’ (U), and ‘Olsen’s Big 
Moment’ (U). Should improve as 
t goes along, indicating good $8,200. 
Last week ‘Prizefighter’ (MG), and 
‘Chance at Heaven’ (RKO). $7,300 














Hub’s $32,000 Worth of Duck Soup’ 


‘Christopher Bean,’ $15,000, Good 





Boston, Nov. 20. 

Good theatre weather, good shows 
to go to, and good pre-Thanksgiv- 
ing and pre-repeal spending spirit 
proving strong combo, ‘Duck Soup’ 
proved right draw for Met to make 
it three mammoth weeks in a row. 
‘Chris Bean’ did the trick for State 
after quite a long spell of poor 
product, and Mae West continues 
her shekel trickery for Paramount. 

Boston has peppy negro show, 
which accounts for that spot’s pull. 
Keith’s starts slowly with ‘Berkeley 
Square’ seeming over the average 
movie head. Orpheum has a better 
vehicle than in quite a long while 
in ‘Night Flight.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Keith’s (RKO) (4,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Berkeley Square’ and Crawfords, 
latter in 8th and last week, after 
a triumphant stay for these console 
pioneers. No word of house policy 
after they go. The film had big au- 
diences over weekend, but hasn’t 
stirred anything to compare with 
preceding ‘Only Yesterday’ (U), 
which was plenty okay at $16,000. 
Its successor, despite fine acting by 
Leslie Howard, not likely to rise 
above $11,500, mild. 

Boston (RKO) (4,000; 35-50-65) 
—‘Chance at Heaven’ (Radio), and 
specially good Negro show on stage, 





cheerio for $21,000. Last week ‘Ace 


of Aces’ (RKO) and vaude, less 
than recent high averages, but vel- 
vety at $19,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 30-40- 
50)—‘Night Flight’ (MG) and vaude, 
hitting it up very nicely, for $14,000 
for thankful change of b. 0. pace. 
Last week ‘Meet the Baron’ (MG) 
but Singer Midgets stole the show 


for a neat $12,500. 
State (Loew) (3,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Christopher Bean’ (MG). House 


swung from Friday to Thursday 
opening policy. Looks like swell 
$15,000. Last week ‘The Chief’ 
(MG) floppo, to poor $8,000. 

Met (M&P) (4,330; 30-40-50-65)— 
‘Duck Soup’ (Par). Big biz at this 
spot, and $32,000 in prospect, real 
creamy. Last week ‘Female’ (WB) 
held screen, but Fred Waring lured 
the crowds, for a wow revenue of 
$34,000, 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 35-45- 
55)—‘I’m No Angel’ (Par) holding 
over into second week, after glori- 
ous $14,000 for first, now around 
$10,500. Run ends Tuesday, house 
changing day ahead of schedule to 
‘College Coach’ and ‘White Woman.’ 

Scollay (M&P) (2,600; 25-35-45- 
55)—‘Kennell Murder Case’ (WB) 
and vaude; good for $8,000, fair. 
Last week ‘Footlight Parade’ (WB) 





and vaude smacked $9,500. 


—Footlight Parade’ (WB). 
of anticipated figures, but nice gross 
at $15,000. 


World Changes’ McVickers, $1200; 
Loop Not Bright: Chicago $27,000 





meant slightly below average for 
this house. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—‘Right to Romance’ (RKO) and 
‘Kennel Murder Case’ (WB). Set 
for a fair $5,800. Last week ‘Fe- 
male’ (WB), and ‘Headline Shooter’ 
(RKO). Just about got by around 
$5,500. 

College (Poli) (1,565; 25-40)— 
‘Mad Game’ (Fox), and ‘Worst 
Woman in Paris’ (Fox). Taking 
the leaveover trade at a mild $3,500. 
Last week ‘Meet the Baron’ (MG) 
and ‘King for a Night’ (U) topped 
recent house record at nifty $4,800. 


AMOS ‘N’ ANDY 
BUFFALO SOCK, 
$20,000 


Buffalo, Nov. 20. 


Buffalo emerging from a frigid 
week. Looks like better grosses 
currently all-round. Three near zero 
days last week knockee down tak- 
ings substantially. 

‘Footlight Parade,’ in its first 
week at the Great Lakes, while 
somewhat under expectations and 
short of the ‘Diggers’ and ‘42nd 
Street’ record, showed up stronger 








and is being held for second week. 


Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,600; 30-40-55)— 
‘The Way to Love’ (Par). Stage 


show and Amos & Andy in person. 


Opened to standing room and if 
business holds out should go $20,000. 


Last week ‘Ann Vickers’ (RKO) and 
stage show. 


Nice at $16,500. 
Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 25-40) 
Short 


Business building over 
current weekend and should better 
$10,000 for second week. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40) — 
‘Broadway Through a_ Keyhole’ 
(UA) and vaude. Moving along at 
neat pace with $8,000 indicated. 
Last week, ‘Beauty for Sale’ (MG) 
and vaude off somewhat for $7,300. 
Century (Shea) (3,400; 25) — 
‘Ever in My Heart’ (WB). Title 
and Stanwyck appealing to femme 
draw. May be $6,500. Last week, 
‘Bureau of Missing Persons’ (FN) 
off at $5,500. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; 25) — 
‘Master of Men’ (Col). Looking up 
somewhat but still feeling the ef- 
fects of last week. Probably $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Worst Woman in Paris’ 
(Fox). Worst business in town at 
$4,500. 


Lincoln’s Lineup All 
Changed; Double Bills 
And Only 1 Vaudfilmer 


Lincoln, Nov. 20. 


is undergoing a 
revolution here. The Stuart begins 
double feature, ‘Female’ and ‘Vol- 
taire,’ the first ace house in town 
to ever attempt it. The Rialto 
comes out of the second run class- 
ification and is doing double bills 
for first runs also. Stage shows are 
dropped from the Orpheum and the 
house stands on its pics alone. 

Cal Bard, indie mer., is dicker- 
ing with a stock company to go into 
the Liberty the week of the 27th. 
The Lincoln gets vaude all to itself 
and with interest being churned up 
as it has for stage shows it will 
probably do okay until the Xmas 
jam sets in. State still lets the 
cobwebs grow over the window of 
the bo.o and will probably not see 
light again this year. Biz is just 
fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (LTC) (750; 10-15)— 
‘Worst Woman in Paris’ (RKO). 
Looks fair, $800. Last week, ‘Be- 
fore Dawn’ (RKO) and ‘The Texan’ 
(RKO), okay $950. 

Liberty (Indie-TC) (1,400; 5-10) 
—‘Devil’s Mate’ (Mono) and ‘Fight- 
ing Texan’ (Mono), split and serials 
to match. A moneymaker in this 
spot at $900. Last week ‘Manhat- 
tan Tower’ (Allied) and ‘Cheyenne 








Theatre row 


+> eee (Allied), split, took oke 
875. 
Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-25-40) 


—Bowery’ (UA) and stage show 
featuring Bernie Kane. Should be 
a big click since it’s the only vaude 
stand in town. Expect a very neat 
$3,500. Last week ‘Broadway Thru 
a Keyhole’ (UA) and Carleton 
Coons, Jr., with his work on stage 
drew an unexpected $3,100. 


Orpheum (Indie-TC) (1,300; 10- 
15-25)—'The Wrecker’ (Col). With- 
out the customary stage show which 





has been in since early Sept. Pic 





Chicago, Nov. 20, 

Blaban & Katz are bent on drive 
ing the newspaper boys off their 
nobs with last minute switches in 
bookings. Pictures are jerked hour. 
ly from United Artists to Orienta] 
to Roosevelt. Then a memo comeg 
through that the biz on the picture 
was terrific in Flagstaff, Ariz., with 
flick being pushed into the Chicago, 
Next minute another flash comeg 
through that picture starved in 
Montpieler, Vt., and picture is or. 
dered into McVickers. 

Biz in the last two weeks hag’ 
been deliberately chilled by mis- 
placed booking. ‘Berkeley Square’ 


went into the Chicago against al] 
judgment merely because the pic-« 
ture clicked in New York. It sent 
the house down to its worst busi- 
ness in six months, covering the 
books with red. . 

This week the ace Chicago got 
‘Take a Chance’ on a last minute 
booking after haying been set else- 
where. Wrong spot. Will not do 
$27,000 from present indications. 


Estimates For This Week 


Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-45-75) 
—‘Take a Chance’ (Par) and vaude, 
Maybe $27,000. 

Poorest week since the opening of 
World's Fair. Playing opposition to 
another musical in a rival B.&K, 
house around the corner. Last week 
the cold weather clipped ‘Berkcley 
Square’ (Fox) in the middle of the 
week and sent it down to $30,900. 

McVickers (B&K) (2,284; 25-35)— 
‘World Changes’ (WB). Paul Munt 
picture got the best of breaks from 
the dailies and in for a climb. Will 
touch $12,000 excellent. Last week 
‘Female’ (WB) drew the femmes to 
nice $9,800. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 30-40-50) 
—Footlight Parade’ (WB). Starte 
ing nicely but dropping fast. May 
not stay more than two weeks at 
present slide. Mixed reports in dai- 
lies and public. Likely not more 
than $21,000 for opening week, just 
fair. B.&K. now trying to decide 
on ‘Duck Soup’ (Par) or ‘Christo- 
pher Bean’ (MG) to follow. ‘I’m No 
Angel’ (Par) finished a terrific six- 
week run here and then went into 
the Roosevelt to save that house 
from the ravages of ‘My Weakness’ 
(Fox), which was yanked after five 
days. ‘Angel’ managed excellent 
$11,300 on last week here. 

Palace (RKO) (2,583; 40-65-83)— 
‘Right to Romance’ (RKO) and 
vaude, Weak picture and vaude 
spelling a decline currently. Indi- 
cations are for no more than $21,000, 
Last week ‘Invisible Man’ (U) mane 
aged to get the best pace in loop 
despite zero weather at fine $26,100, 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 25-35)—~ 
‘’'m No Angel’ (Par). Went in on 
a hurry call from the Oriental when 
‘My Weakness’ (Fox) starved at 
$3,000. ‘Angel’ will stay a week 
anyhow and on its seventh loop ses- 
sion may get $7,500, okay. ‘Invisible 
Man’ (U) slated to follow for a loop 
repeat run. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 20-30- 

40)—‘Ladies Must Love’ (U) and 
vaude, Another first-runner for the 
indie spot. Picks up a grand from 
present indications to hit close to 
$16,000. House has a steady patron- 
age, something which no _ other 
house in the loopp, with the pos- 
sible exception of the Palace, can 
boast. Last week ‘Deluge’ (RKO) 
held to fine $14,900. 
United Artists) (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
35-55)—‘Emperor Jones’ (UA). Only 
one week for this one. Getting a 
night play but the matinees run 
deep into the mire. Headed for 
probably $8,500. ‘Broadway Through 
Keyhole’ (UA) finished fortnight to 
fair $8,300 for final session. ‘Henry 
VIII’ (UA) comes in Wed. (22). 





Talisman New Cognomen 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Talisman Studio Corp., a Califor- 
nia corporation, replaces the teme- 
porary name of Associated Theatre 
Productions, Inc., for the organiza- 
tion now operating Tiffany studio. 
Talisman will lease studio space 
and equipment, 





slated to do very well, $1,000. Last 
week ‘My Woman (Col) and stage 
show ‘Hollywood Revue’ unit 
fought against big competition and 
without an ad in the papers to a 
dismal $1,200. 

Rialto (Indie-TC) (1,000; 10-15) 
—‘Explorers of the World’ (Allied) 
and ‘Grief Street’ (Allied), double 
bill should pull ’em in to take a 
good $1,000. Last week house was 
doing second runs and not hot. 

Stuart (1,900; 10-25-40) —‘Female’ 
(WB) and ‘Voltaire’ (WB). Double 
billed and the first of the deluxers 
here to do doubles. Looks like @ 
fair layout for $2,500. Last week 
“Masquerador (UA) was a very 





weak sister, about $2,200. 
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London's West End Cinemas, Also 
Provinces Strong; ‘Henry 8th 
$39,000 Ist Wk.; Harmony’ 256 





London, Nov. 9. 
West-End pcture theatres doing 
particularly well, with provincial 
theatres also reporting a clean-up. 
Reasons for boom are favorable cli- 
matic conditions, improved eco- 
nomic conditions and reaction from 
summer, when pictures took a dive, 
due to exceptionally fine weather. 
One thing is certain, it is not the 
pictures that are bringing them in, 
as, with few exceptions, these are 
much below standard for this time 
of the year. 
Rate of exchange figured $5 to £1. 
Estimates 


Academy—‘M’ (Hakim). Lang’s 
original German production. Now 
in second week, and doing only $2,- 
600, pretty bad. Only reason for 
lack of interest is anti-German feel- 
ing. which is becoming more appar- 
ent than ever. 

Capitol—‘Paddy, the Next Best 
Thing’ (Fox). First week will 
gross around $15,000. Theatre has 
been slumping badly, and inclusion 
of Roy Fox and band, plus reduc- 
tion of matinee prices helping. 

Carlton—‘Song of Songs’ (Par). 
In sixth week, with first few weeks’ 
average around $17,000, but has now 
dived to nearer $12,000. ‘Way to 
Love’ (Chevalier) succeeding Nov. 


Cinema House — ‘Hunted People’ 
(Le Loup-Garou). In third week of 
forced run, only grossing $2,500. 
House is suffering same fate as 
Academy with its German product. 
TMamaged Lives’ due in to replace. 
This is picture that cleaned up for 
geveral months at London Coliseum. 

Empire—‘Beauty.’ Did around 
$18,000, which is about average for 
this house with ordinary program- 
mer. House has not been having 
any too-good product lately, which 
is reflecting on take. ‘Night Flight’ 
(MG) now current. 

Leicester Sq. Theatre — ‘Henry 
VIII’ (London). Doing best busi- 
ness of any house in West-End. 
That goes for legit or pictures. 
Grossed first week $35,000, with 
queues surrounding theatre at every 
performance. Biggest knockout in 
recent times. Looks to stay for 10 
to 12 weeks, with ‘Waterfront’ (UA) 
premiere due to follow ‘Henry,’ a 
long way away. 

London Coliseum—‘This Is the 
Life’ (British Lion). Opened to $9,- 
000, with second week down to $6,- 
000. ‘Morning Glory’ (RKO) now re- 
placed. 

Marble Arch—I Was a Spy’ (GB). 
Just finished three weeks after six 
weeks at the Tivoli, with final week 
near $4,000. House has been play- 
ing second West-End releases for 
several years, and it is rather sur- 
prising to find ‘S.O.S. Iceberg’ (U) 
here in its premiere West-End re- 
lease. 

New Gallery—‘Cuckoo in the Nest’ 
(B&D). Opened to around $9,000, 
more than expected, as picture is 
Not up to the usual team work of 
Tom Walls and Ralph Lynn. Looks 
good for four weeks. 

Plaza — ‘Too Much Harmony’ 
(Par). Came in very quietly, but 
immediately clicked, with business 
building daily, due to word-of- 
mouth advertising. Clicked to $25,- 
000, which is second best in West- 
End, and holding over. 

Regal—‘Captured’ (WB). Finished 
fortnight to poor business, weekly 
average being under $10,000. Only 
kept in for second week, due to con- 
dition of pre-release contract. ‘Pri- 
vate Detective 62’ (WB) now cur- 
rent. 

Rialto—‘Poil de Carotte.’ French 
Picture revealing very clever kid 
newcomer to screen, Robert Lynen, 
who should make good in Holly- 
wood. Picture doing around $3,000, 
and likely to attract the curious for 
about four weeks. 

Tivoli — ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB). 
Very disappointing as a whole, with 
no reason for “ailure. Stayed three 
weeks to $12,500 average. ‘Power 
and Glory’ (Fox) now current, and 
probably good for four weeks. 


FIFI DORSAY IN ‘BAR’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Fifi Dorsay has been spotted in a 
prominent role in Warner's ‘Won- 
der Bar.’ 

Job means the setting back of a 
Pantages route, with the actress 
set to open at Portland next Thurs- 
day (16). 





HELEN MORGAN’S SHORTS 


Second of Helen Morgan’s two 
shorts for Educational (Fox release) 
Zoes into work in New York this 
week. ‘The Crisis’, by Hugo Riesen- 
feld, which was in one of the Zieg 
feld ‘Follies’. 

Miss Morgan’s first, ‘Manhattan 
Lullaby’ by James Hanley, is finish- 
ed. 


+ 








TACOMA OFF 


‘Emperor Jones’ $4,000, Fair—‘Ace 
of Aces’ Weak 








Tacoma, Nov. 20. 

Week stands is new policy at 
Music Box, while Roxy goes split. 
Bookings this week rate far below 
attractions of prior week, when big 
grosses prevailed. 

Estimates for This Week 
Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25- 


40), ‘Emperor Jones’ (UA). Con- 
tinues week-stand policy; looks to 
reach $4,000, which is fair. Last 


week ‘Footlight Parade’ (WB) fin- 
ished with burst of speed, building 
up to grand $7,000. 

Roxy (J-vH) (1,300; 25-40), ‘Stage 
Mother’ (MC), and ‘Solitaire Man’ 
(MG), split. Indicated $4,500. Last 
week ‘Night Flight’ (MG) big $5,100. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 15- 
25), ‘Ace of Aces’ (RKO) and ‘Love, 
Honor and Oh, Baby!’ (U), split. 
Around $1,500, weak. Last week 
‘Elysia’ (Indie) great pace for $3,000. 


Tnvisible’ $7,300 
Widows 3 Gs, Ok, 
Cheer Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 20. 

Last week was a false alarm, with 
everything save ‘Henry VIII’ at 
Fulton falling off after promising 
opening. This week should be dif- 
ferent. Openings all generally sat- 
isfactory and with type of pictures, 
too, that should build to a nice 
profit. And profit is something the 
Main Stem hasn’t experienced for 
months, 

‘Duck Soup’ at Penn should have 
no trouble hitting $16,000, pretty 
swell, about double last week. Also 
impressive is ‘Invisible Man’ at 
Warner, at a great $7,300. ‘Man’ 
begins to shape up like a successor 
to ‘Dracula’ and ‘Frankenstein.’ 

‘Only Yesterday’ at Stanley got 
a great send-off from cricks, but 
opened only fairly well. It should 
build with word of mouth and fa- 
vorable femme reaction to a fairly 
decent $10,500. ‘Henry VIII’ prov- 
ing year’s surprise at Fulton and 
in second week should hold up to 
around $5,000, which is considerably 
better than house usually does first 
weeks. In a fortnight should col- 
lect around $14,000, a mop-up. 

Davis likewise showing some ad- 
ditional strength with ‘Havana Wi- 
dows,’ probably due to cast names, 
and ought to wind up on the right 
side at $3,000, while Pitt, with ‘Blind 
Adventure’ and vaude, is sailing 
along to satisfactory $4,400. 

Estimates for This Week 

Davis (WB) (1,700; 25-35), ‘Ha- 
vana Widows’ (WB). Ordinary pro- 
grammer but number of comedy 
cast names should boost its chances 
and make it an entry for the $3,000 
class. Last week ‘Aggie Appleby’ 
(RKO) indifferent at $1,900. 








Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750; 15- 
25-35), ‘Henry VIII’ (UA) (2d 
week). Doing best business here 


since ‘Cavalcade.’ Opening day sec- 
ond week better than first week’s 
epener and should sail along to an 
excellent $5,000. Last week $9,100 
and at present scale, that’s a new 
record. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50), ‘Duck Soup’ (Par). Marx boys 
always a natural here. Excellent 
opening presages an all-right $16,- 
000, a figure house hasn’t enjoyed 
for months. Last week blizzard de- 
feated all chances of ‘Prizefighter 
and Lady’ (MG) building, disap- 
pointment at $9,000. 

Pitt (Shaffer) (1,600; 15-25-40), 
‘Blind Adventure’ (RKO). House 
seems to have struck a fairly steady 
level and while hardly profitable 
seems to be holding its own. May- 
be $4,400. Last week ‘Flaming 
Gold’ (RKO) and vaude around 
$4.700. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-50), 
‘Only Yesterday’ (U). Cricks went 
overboard on film and Margaret 
Sullavan. Opening a bit disappoint- 
ing but expected to build to fair 
$10,500 as word gets to femmes it’s 
a tear-jerker. Last week ‘Female’ 
(WB) bust at $7,500. 

Warner (WEB) (2,000; 25-35-50), 
‘Invisible Man’ (VU). Another of 
U’s freak thrillers which looks as if 
it might be in the b.o. class of ‘Dra- 


cula’ and ‘Frankenstein.’ Gave 
house best opening in months, 
should breast tape at $7,300, fine. 
Last week ‘After Tontght’ (RKO) 


vanked after five days, at $3,600 no 
tribute to Bennett. 





| 
| 
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VACCILATING WEATHER 
A DENTER TO MONT’L 


Montreal, Nov. 20. 

Near-zero weather mixed with 
thaws, snow, slush and bitter winds 
drove grosses right down last week 
and looks like repeating currently, 
though there are pix aplenty that, 
should ordinarily get the fans mov- 
ing. Coldest November in many 
years has caught the show-shop- 
pers unawares and radio is getting 
the call. 

‘Ann Vickers’ at the Capitol looks 
good for femme trade here and 
won't go so badly with the men 
either, but weather may slay it. 
Week-end biz up to usual and bar- 
ring fade-out later in week should 
be around $12,000. 

Palace has a couple good ones in 
‘Penthouse’ and ‘Rafter Romance’ 
and can get $10,000. Loew's with 
above average vaude and a Lilian 
Harvey opus, ‘My Weakness’ is 
liable to pick up to $11,000. ‘What 
Price Innocence’ and ‘Saturday's 
Millions’ at the Princess should 
pick up $7,000. 

His Majesty’s with ‘20th Century’ 
and Imperial with French operetta 
hold up the legit end and may do 
fair biz. The nabes picked up biz 
lost to the main stems on weather. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (Ind) (1,600; 50- 
1.50), ‘20th Century’ (Legit). His 
Majesty’s Players are getting a fair 
hand in this town and should gross 
around $2,500. Last week weather 
pulled it down to $2,000 on ‘Riddle 
Me This.’ 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Pent- 
house’ (MG) and ‘Rafter Romance’ 
(RKO). Should make a nice $10,- 
000. Last week ‘Footlight Parade’ 
(WB) and ‘Aniakchak’ (Fox) would 
have been smash but conditions 
faded it to $11,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 60), ‘Ann 
Vickers’ (RKO). Looks like a gross- 
getter in this town and guess is for 





$12,000. Last week ‘I Was a Spy’ 
(Regal) and stage show (isa 
Kremer) grossed $10,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 65), ‘My 
Weakness’ (Fox) and six acts’ 
vaude. Ought to get $10,000. Last 
week ‘Solitaire Man’ (MG) and 


vaude, $9,000. 

Princess (CT) (1,900; 50), ‘What 
Price Innocence’ (Col) and ‘Satur- 
day’s Millions’ (U). May reach 
$7,000. Last week change of pro- 
gram to ‘Bitter Sweet’ (UA) and 
‘His Grace Gives Notices (UA) 
yielded $6,000. 

Imperial (France-Film) (1,600; 
§0-1.50). French operetta company 
again currently at $2,500. Last 
week down to $1,500, 


Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 


(600; 50) ‘Un Idylle au Caire’ 
(French). Average $1,500. Last 
week ‘600,000 Francs Par Mois’ 


(French), $1,250. 


‘Sweetheart of Sigma 
Chi’ $4,000 in K. C.; 
‘Cradle Song’ N. S. 6. 


Kansas City, Nov. 20. 
Looks like a big week for both 
Loew's Midland, with ‘Christopher 
Bean’ and the Mainstreet, playing 
‘Strike Me Pink’ In connection with 


the film ‘After Tonight.’ Both 
houses opened big in spite of the 
opposition from the American Royal 
Live Stock and Horse show. 

At the Newman things are not so 
hot. ‘Cradle Song’ is the feature 
weak week for Wieck. 

Estimates for This Week 

‘Liberty (Dubinsky) (840; 10-15- 
20).—‘She Had to Say Yes’ (FN) 
and ‘Her First Mate’ (U). House 
seems to be in a $2,000 groove and 
don’t vary much. This week is no 
exception. Last week ‘Mary Stevens 
M. D.’ (WB) and ‘No Marriage Ties’ 
(RKO), ditto. 

Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40- 
60).—‘After Tonight’ (RKO), with 
‘Strike Me Pink’ stage show. Looks 
like $18,500, good. Last week ‘Aggie 
Appleby’ (RKO) and Ben Bernie's 
band, with three local radio acts 
added; $19,000, good. 

Midland (Loew) (4,000; 25j)— 
‘Christopher Bean’ (MG). Picture 
and Marie Dressler have been given 
strong publicity. Should hit $16,000, 
big. Last week ‘Blonde Bombshell’ 
(MG) $13,000, good. 

Newman (Par) (1,800; 25-40).— 











‘Cradle Song’ (Par). Neither the 
title or the star had much attrac- 
tion for the fans at the start, which 
was slow. 


Not very encouraging. | 
Will be lucky to get $6,000. Last! 
week’ ‘Footlight Parade’ (WRB),/| 
second week, $8,500, good. 
Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40) 
‘Sweetheart of Sigma Chi’ (Mono) 
Hot doings for high school and c«: 
lege bunch and they gave it a nics 


play. Joan Olsen, radio vocalist 
singing request numbers in the} 
lobby, proved novelty. Will gross | 


near $4,500. Last week ‘Walls 
Gold’ (Fox) $3,000. 


of | pr 
jnesday). House has been dark since 


B’way Tres Hey-Hey; ‘Little Women’ 


$115,000 — Wham! 


: Tnvisible Man’ 


Big 426 at Old Roxy; ‘Eskimo’ Hot 





With the Music Hall going to a 
new big time high of at least $115,- 
000, possibly more, and other attrac- 
tions on Broadway finding enough 
business left to be playing to profit- 
able business, the street looks good 
this week. 

As against tne previous week, 
when business was off all over the 
U. S., New York is on a big spend- 
in@ spree. 

The Music Hall on ‘Little Women’ 
will go to a new high in getting 
$115,000. Previous top was $103,000 
on ‘Cavalcade.’ 

Picture is positive for two weeks, 
maybe three, with M. H. Aylesworth 
hoping for a 21-day run and re- 
ported as having suggested to S. L. 
Rothafel that he keep it at the 
Hall that long, if possible. The Hall 
never kept any picture longer than 
two weeks and only once, ‘Caval- 
cade.’ 

With ‘Women’ there is a boost 
from 35 to 40c mornings and 55 to 
60c from 1 to 6 p. m. With the 
large capacity, this difference adds 
up into plenty. 

RKO picture on its opening day 
Thursday (16) hit a high for that 
day by toping $15,000. On Saturday 
and Sunday the house played to a 
large number of children, 

Any fears by managers that the 
powerful draft of ‘Little Women’ 
would leave nothing for the rest of 
the street are proving unfounded. 

The Roxy is among those that’s 
finding this out. A chiller, ‘Invis- 
ible Man,’ is taking the Seventh ave- 
nue biggie to its biggest gross in 
years, $42,000 or over, about double 
the average. 

The other Roxy over in Radio 
City, with ‘'m No Angel’ is bene- 
fiting from both the West draw and 
overflow from the Hall. It will drag 
down about $20,000, retaining ‘An- 
gel’ for a full week the same as 
RKO split week neighborhoods. 

‘Angel’ is also at the Palace but 
not doing as well there, the picture 
getting the better play at the RKO 
Roxy and, from reports, in the 
nabes. But at $15,000, the Pal will 
be doing better than usual. Sur- 
prise for this house was last week's 
$16,500 on ‘Ace of Aces,’ first run- 
ning at the theatre, and Bert Lahr 
on the stage. That's nice profit. 

Capitol maintains its good grip 
through ‘Prizefighter and Lady,’ 
which on the holdover will garner a 
lusty $48,000 or thereabouts after a 
first week's buildup to $50,000 fol- 
lowing a mild opening day. 

Paramount and Rialto, each with 
new Par pictures, are fairly good 
considering everything, principally 
the box office attractions which af- 
ford severe competition this week. 
With the first Dorothy Wieck pic- 
ture, ‘Cradle Song,’ the Par looks 
to get around $38,000. ‘Take a 
Chance’ in Friday (24), with Gary 
Cooper being negotiated for a per- 
sonal with it. Rialto will be satis- 
fied with a better than average 
$12,000 on ‘White Woman.’ ‘Master 
of Men’ next. 

Warner Bros. are doing no shout- 
ing, neither is the Rivoli, though 
latter goes into the profit on its one 
week’s run of ‘Blood Money’ ending 
tonight (Tuesday) at an estimated 
$18,000 on the week. Riv had fig- 
ured more than a week for the 
George Bancroft picture but at this 
figure isn’t justified in holding it 
longer. ‘Duck Soup,’ with the Four 
Marxes, opens tomorrow (Wed). 

Strand’s ‘From Headquarters’ 
doesn’t have the necessary box office 
pull at $11,000 and goes out to- 
morrow (Wed), WB bringing in 
‘Havana Widows’ tomorrow night. 
At the Hollywood ‘World Changes’ 
is not big at $9,500 but for a fourth 
week that’s okay. Revival of ‘Dis- 
reali’ next week instead of ‘House 
on 56th Street,’ delayed. 

‘Eskimo’ at $2 two-a-day run 
opened smartly at the Astor, almost 
capacity since its Tuesday night 
premiere (14). On its first six days 
ending yesterday (Monday) house 
had gone over $18,000. 

Another two-a-day attraction 
joins it tomorrow night (Wed) when 
Par opens the Criterion with ‘De- 
sign for Living’ at $1.65 top. Par 


has the house on a low flat rental 
basis for four weeks, with options 
thereafter on a week-to-week basis. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,912; 83-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
‘Eskimo’ (MG) (1st week). Heavily 
and well advertised, new W. S. Van 
| Dyke picture of the  northland, 
ll and is doing 


opened powerfully w 
capacity business, getting over $18,- 
6000 on the first six days. 

Capitol (5,400; 35-72-83-$1.10) 
Prizefighter and Lady’ (MG) (2nd 
veek) and stage show. 
stamina at indicated $48,090 on 
holdover. First week picture 
built to a big $50,000. 

Criterion (875; 55-$1.10-$1.65) 
‘Design for Living’ (Par). Hag its 
emier here tomorrow night (Wed- 


fine 


the 


Exhibiting | 


U had ‘S.O.S. Iceberg’ in here early 
in October. 

Hollywood (1,553; 25-35-55-75-85- 
$1.10) ‘World Changes’ (WB) (4th 
week). About $9,500 in prospect and 
at low nut on house a profit. Last 
week (third), $11,800. ‘House on 
56th Street’ (WB) next on the books, 
but ‘Disraeli’ (WB) on reissue may 
come in first. 


Mayfair (2,200; 35-55-65) ‘Mid- 
shipman Jack’ (RKO). Finishes its 
first week tomorrow night (Wed- 


nesday) at a chance to hit $8,000 
and will stick around a few more 
days. Previous picture, ‘Sweetheart 
of Sigma Chi’ (Mono) on eight days 
got $9,500. 

Palace (1,700; 25-40-55-75) ‘I’m 
No Angel’ (Par) and vaude. Should 
grub out $15,000, good. ‘Ace of Aces’ 
(RKO), sent in here on first run 
last week, with Bert Lahr heading 
vaude bill, amazed by grossing $16,- 
500, very nice. 

Paramount (3,553; 35-55-75-85)— 
‘Cradle Song’ (Par) and stage 
shows. First on this side for Doro- 
thy Wieck, German star of ‘Maed- 
chen’ fame, not sensational; prob- 
ably $38,000. Last week Chevalier 
proved a disappointment, ‘Way to 
Love’ (Par) getting only $32,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,945; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.65). Little Women’ 
(RKO) and stage show. Biggest 
dough-grabber this house has had 
and a new 22-karat high of $115,000 
in view. Stays a second week, and 
possibly three. Last week ‘Only 
Yesterday’ (U) fell off a little, 
finishing up at $82,000. 

Rialto (2,000; 40-55-65)—‘White 
Woman’ (Par). Charles Laughton 
name figuring importantly for a 
good $12,000 week, above average 
and comfortable profit. Predecessor, 
‘Tillie and Gus’ (Par) was not up 
to expectations, but fair at $10,000, 
also profit. 

Rivoli (2,200; 40-55-75-85)—‘Blood 
Money’ (UA). Didn't have what it 
takes and goes out tonight (Tues- 
day) after seven days, $18,000. 
House brings in the Four Marx 
comedy, ‘Duck Soup’ (Par) tomor- 
row (Wednesday). 

RKO Roxy (3,525; 25-40)—‘I'm No 
Angel’ (RKO). To stay here the 
full week, on which it should wind 
up with about $20,000, elegant. Last 
week ‘After Tonight’ (RKO), four 
days, and ‘Ace of Aces’ (RKO), 
three days, fair $11,500. 

Roxy (6,200; 25-35-55-65)—‘Invis- 
ible Man’ (U) and stage show. 
Horror item doing smash business 
up here. It will end the week with 
$42,000 or better, outstanding. May 
holdover at this rate. Last week, a 
mild $19,000, on ‘Mad Game’ (Fox). 

State (2,000; 35-55-75) — ‘Broad- 
way Thru Keyhole’ (UA) and vaude. 
May get around $16,000, consider- 
ably below the average the house 
has been hitting lately. Last week 
‘Bowery’ (UA) scooped up a big 
$20,000. 

Strand (2,900; 35-55-75-85)—‘From 
Headquarters’ (WB). Lacking in 
box office draft, finishes week to- 
morrow (Wednesday) at about $11,- 
000, mild. Last week ‘College 
Coach’ (WB) on six days got only 
$10,800. 


GOOD FARE FARES WELL 
IN B’KLYN; PAR $25,000 


Brooklyn, Nov. 20. 
Substantial picture and stage fare 
in the downtown sector. Partic- 
ularly at the Loew's Metropolitan 
where ‘Broadway Through a Key- 


hole’ and Eddie Garr on the stage 
should do an easy $25,000 for the 
week. 

Strand is holding over ‘Footlight 
Parade’ a fourth week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-50-65)— 
‘Cradle Song’ (Par) and stage show 
with Georgie Price. Figured around 
$25,000, okay. Last week ‘The Way 
to Love’ (Par), $23,000. 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-50)—‘Mad 
Game’ (Fox) and stage show with 
Sammy Cohen and Babe Miller cop- 
ping stage honors. Around $14,000, 
SO-SO. Last week, ‘Love, Honor, 
and Oh, Baby!’ (Fox), $15,000. 








Albee = (3,500; 25-35-50)—‘Only 
Yesterday’ (U) and vaude.' Big 
} attraction is Harold Stern’s band 
and Mitzi Mayfair on stage. Mebbe 


$22,000, good. Last week, ‘After To- 
night’ (RKO), $21,000. 

Loew's Metropolitan (2,400; 25- 
$5-59)—‘Broadway Through a Key- 
hole’ (UA) and vaude. Eddie Garr, 
John Fogarty are doing nicely on 
the bill. Around $25,000, good. Last 
week, ‘Prizefighter and Lady’ (MG), 





$24,000. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Foot- 
light Parade’ (WB) (4th week). 
Looks like $10,000, oke. Last week, 
$11,900. 
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‘Angel Is Philly's Bis Wow, $32,000, 
Henry’ a Cass Click. Bean $13,000 


Philadelphia, Nov. 20. 

Sensational pace ‘I’m No Ans 
indicates that this Mae West pic-|! 
ture is likely to give the Stanley its] 


biggest week in recent years, sur- 
passing even the big ‘42nd Street’ 


biz and the weeks when the house 


went in for stage shows with big 
b.o. names. First day’s gross for 


the West pix was in the 


| 
} 
neighbor- | walkathon which is still way ahead 








CHRIS BEAN’ TO $8,500 
STRONGEST IN B’HAM 


}te do the business. 


h- hand that if a pic has the stuff 
a doesn't need to have a b. o. name 
In two weeks 


| Margaret Sullavan has been built 


| 


| when 


} up loeally into a full-fledged screen 
| idol. 


Looks like film is the annual 
Universal hit all right. 

Keith’s seems to be coming out 
on top in its policy of throwing 
schedules to the winds and yanking 
‘em when they flop regardless of 
it is. House has been pick- 


|ing up extra trade through bringing 


in new show at 8 p. m. and letting 


| — dinner hour customers stay 
| Those who wouldn't come to 
inh pe wel pic by itself are enticed by 
| saiadaiiitiatin Nov. 20. bargain of getting two for price of 
| Marie Dressler’s ‘Chris Bean’ is|°Me.. Rumored that the other lads 
| E * resent this as verging on the 

leading everything in town this/ joupnie-feature practice, but so far 
week with the exception of that nothing’s come out in the open 


hood of $6,000 with the chances very of the parade. 


strong for the film to do a $32,000 


week. It will undoubtedly be held | 
in for a run, probably three weeks. | 

‘Henry VIII’ got rave notices on 
its opening at the Aldine and ought 
to get two strong weeks at this 
smart-draw house; $8,000 is seen oe! 
better although the picture is dis- | 
tinctly highbrow. 

The Boyd is another house which 
should move up in trade. The at- 
traction is ‘Christopher Bean’ and 
$13,000 is a sound estimate. 

The Fox didn’t start off so prom- 
isingly with ‘Jimmy and Sally’ on 
the screen and Lou Holtz heading 
the stage show; no more than $15,- 
000 forecast. The Earle has ‘Meet 
the Baron’ and Dave Apolion head- 
ing the stage show; fairly good 
$13,000 is indicated. 

The Kariton is getting plenty of 
action with ‘Footlight Parade’ (sec- 
ond run) but the Stanton is not so 





strong with ‘Ace of Aces.’ 
‘Dinner at Eight’ is in its fourth 
and final week at the Chestnut. 


Edge is definitely off now but en- 
gagement has been much better 


than pessimistic prophets figured; 
$7,500 likely. 
Last week’s business was only 


average and perhaps a little under 
that. Several pictures which start- 
ed well slowed down later in the 
week and fell a grand or so under 
expected figures. On the other hand 
t couple managed to make the grade 
for holdover but then weren't 
strong enough to stick on for entire 
second week. 

The Boyd, with ‘Only Yesterday,’ 
did a fair-to-middlin’ $10,500 in 
seven days. The little Arcadia had 
a fine round $3,000 for eight days 
of ‘Night Flight’ (second showing). 

‘Footlight Parade’ couldn’t round 
out three complete weeks at the 
Stanley despite its very big start. 
{In last four days gross was $9,000, 
pretty fair but a little under indi- 
eated pace. 

The Fox was weak with only $13,- 
500 for ‘Sweetheart of Sigma Chi’ 
ind a mediocre stage show and the 
Earle wasn’t anything exceptional 
with $12,000 for ‘Love, Honor and 
Oh Baby’ and, on the stage, the 
Cotton Club Revue. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,200; 40-55-65 — ‘Henry 
VIIl’ (UA). Critics raved and bet- 
ter than $8,000 is indicated for first 
week. Last week, ‘Broadway Thru 
it Keyhole’ (UA). Not so strong 
when held for a second week; only 
$4,900 in five days. 

Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Rafter 
Romance’ (RKO). Nothing sensa- 
tional indicated; maybe $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Night Flight’ (MG), good 
with $3,100 in eight days. 

Boyd (2,400; 40-55-65) — ‘Chris- 
topher Bean’ (MG). Looks strong 

ind best bet house has had in some 
time, $13,500 indicated. Last week, 
Only Yesterday’ (U), $10,500 in 
seven days; nothing to rave about. 

Earle (2,000; 40-55-65)—‘Meet the 


Baron’ (MG) and vyaude. Dave 
Apollon heads stage show. Fairly 
zood $13,000 indicated. Last week, 
‘Love, Honor and Oh, Baby’ (U), 
and vaude; just under $12,000, no 
panic. 

Fox (3,000; 35-55-75)—‘Jimmy and 
Sally’ (Fox) and stage show. Didn't 
start very brisky; $15,000 indicated, 
which is slightly over recent aver- 
age. Last week, ‘Sweetheart of 
Sigma Chi’ (Mono) and stage show, 
wishwashy $13,500. 

Karliton (1,000; 30-40-50)—‘Foot- 


| $8,500. 


Merchants and theatres are yell- 
ing thunder at the walking guys. , 
Estimates for This Week 
(Wilby) (2,600; 30-35- 
(MG). Wow open- 
ing Saturday in rain points to 
Last week ‘Night Flight’ 
(MG) and ‘After Tonight’ (RKO). 

split, sour $5,000. 
Ritz (Wilby) (1,600; 25), 


Alabama 
40), ‘Chris Bean’ 


‘Morning 


Glory’ (RKO). Might pick up as the 
week travels, $1,800. Last week 
‘Love, Honor and O, Baby’ (U) and 


Tom Mix in person Sunday, $2,800. 
Empire (BTAC) (1,100; 25), ‘Vol- 
taire’ (WB). Arliss good enough 
for a nice week, $2,000. Last week, 
second week of ‘Lady for a Day’ 
(Col), around $2,400. Whole town 
still talking about pix. 
Strand (Wilby) (800; 
day’s Millions’ (U). Football in 
style and o.k. $1,000. Last week 
‘Day of Reckoning’ (MG) $800. 

Jefferson (Indie) (2,000; 15-25), 
Constant Woman’ (Mayfair) and 


25), ‘Satur- 


show, ‘Last Round Up’ idea. Stage 
portion strong, $1,600. Last week 
‘Under Secret Orders’ (Mayfair) 


and stage show, weak at $1,000, 


‘Student Prince’ Tab 
Plus Harlow Big 266, 
‘Bean’ Not-So in Wash. 


Washington, Nov. 20. 

As one theatre manager put it, 
the public seems to sense what a 
picture has to offer even before it 
opens. And when it hasn’t got 
what it takes, they just won’t come 
no matter who the stars are. In- 
stance which called forth this 
epigram is ‘Christopher Bean’ cur- 
rent at Loew’s Palace. 





Last Dressler show, ‘Tugboat 
Annie’ smashed record at same 
house. And local Loew’s organiza- 


tion got fans here to write 25,000 
names in a big birthday greeting 
book for the lady. And yet 
‘Christopher Bean’ opened light and 
next day when critics hopped on it, 
it dropped even further. Not that 
an $14,000 week won't be acceptable, 
but the Dressler-Barrymore combo 
should have hit around 20 G’s. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Loew) (3,434; 15-25-35-50- 
60}—“Blonde Bombshell’ (MG) and 
‘Student Prince.’ Tab is getting in 
older element and with Harlow 
packing in the boys and girls things 
look like a big week. ‘Prince’ 
played to a Saturday mat which 
just missed Cantor’s which holds 
house record. Probably a nice $26,- 
000. Last week ‘Berkeley Square’ 
(Fox) did o. k. $22,000. Barney Rapp 
on stage didn’t mean much with 
Lombardo at opposition. 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-50-60- 
70), ‘Havana Widows’ (WB) and 
vaude. Not so hot. Maybe light 
$12,000. Last week ‘Cojlege Coach’ 
(WB) and Lombardo got $19,000, 
which was nice but nothing like the 
boys expected with band making 
local debut, 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,850; 15-25-35- 
50-60), ‘Right to Romance’ (RKO). 
Doing better than might be ex- 
pected considering papers gave it 
only so-so write-ups. If it holds up 
may do usual Harding business 
which is nice $10,000. Last week 
‘After Tonight’ (RKO) went out on 
its ear after five days, light $5,000. 

Met (WB) (1,583; 15-25-35-50-60- 
70), ‘World Changes’ (WB). Nice 
reviews but stockyard drama is no 
longer a novelty despite Paul 
Muni’s’ acting. Should do. o.k. 
$7,000. Last week second of ‘Foot- 
light Parade’ (WB) held up to ac- 
ceptable $6,000 but house wanted a 
lot more. 

Palace (Loew) (2,363; 15-25-35- 
50-60), ‘Christopher Bean’ (MG). 
Dressler-Barrymore combo turning 
in a fair gross but in face of recent 
Dressler build-ups it’s nothing like 
it should be. Maybe adequate $14,- 
000. Last week ‘Prizefighter and 
Lady’ held up following tremendous 
campaign to get femmes to o.k. 
$11,000. 

Rialto (UW) (1,853; 15-25-35-50), 
‘Only Yesterday’ (U). Town still 
going ga-ga over Margaret Sulla- 
van and the story. Second week 
should hold up to nice $6,000. Last 
week opening was off but word-of- 
mouth picked her up to big $9,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,263; 15-25- 
35-40), ‘I’m No Angel’ (Par). Mae 
West back downtown for third week 
after breaking record two blocks up 
the street. From opening it looks 
like she’ll break another. Maybe a 
beautiful $7,000. Last week ‘Charlie 
Chan’ (Fox) turned in very satig- 





‘Only Yesterday’ is proving on the 


factory $4,000. 





Marxes Are Duck Soup for $14,000 
In Mpls.; Ben Bernie Strong $19,000 





Minneapolis, Nov. 20. 

Ren Bernie in person at the Or- 
pheum, and ‘Duck Soup’ on the 
Minnesota screen are out for first 
honors currently in the box office 
supremacy race, Both attractions 
will finish with respectable figures, 
Orph as the best. 

The whole loop line-up is above 
average and rates strong. ‘Way to 
Love’, newest Chevalier picture, at 
the State, is commanding some at- 
tention. ‘Stage Mother’, the Lyric 
offering, also has been winning 
plenty of praise and draggiag ’em 
in. 

All the showhouses splurged on 
their newspaper advertising this 
week. The Minnesota used three 
quarters of an entire page to make 


the public ‘Duck Soup’ conscious 
while a little less than a half page 


plugged the Orph. 
for Minne- 








Nght Parade’ (WB). Second run 
and looks plenty hot, $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Bombshell’ (MG), rather 
good, $3,700. 

Keith’s (2,000; 25-35-40)—‘Cur- 
tain at HEight’ (Indie) and vaude. 
House reported as going after 
names for stage show. Combina- 
tion this week looks very sad, not 
over $4,000 indicated, Last week, 


‘Worst Woman in Paris’ (Fox) and 


vaude; not quite $5,000. 

Stanley (3.700; 40-55-65) ‘T’m 
No Angel’ (Par). Started like a 
house on fire, $32,000 likely,, which 
is sensational. Ought to stay three 
weeks. Last week, ‘Footlight | 
Parade’ (WB), disappointed with 


$9,000 for four days after two strong 

weeks. 
Stanton 

of Aces’ 


(1,700; 30-40-55) ‘Ac 
(RKO). Nothing hot in- 
dicated; mebbe $7,000. Last week, 
Wells and High Water’ (Par) had 
a dismal $6,500. 

Chestnut (1,500; 55-$1.65)—‘Din- 
ner at Bight’ (MG) (4th-last week). 
Should get $7,500. Last week's 
$8,200 was quite okay. 


I 
c Last week 
i 





Exodus to Ann Arbor 
sota-Michigan football game af- 
|} fected trade adversely on Saturday 
and Sunday, but a letup in the ex- 
j treme cold was an offsetting influ- 
pence, 


Estimates For This Week 


Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 25-35- 
i0)—Duck Soup’ Par). Marx 
sros. great box office bets here, 

he'ned throughout by 


| ales vuld be 
j word-of-mouth boosting; ought to 
| breeze through to good $14,000, fine. 
‘Footlight Parade’ (WB), 
disappointing. 
(Singer) 


S12.000, 
(2,890; 25-35- 
55)—‘Chance at Heaven’ (RKO) and 
Ben Bernie orchestra. Picture 
means nothing much to box office: 
big box office noise is Bernie, an 
outstanding magnet here, heavily 
exploited; looks for splendid $19,000, 


Orpheum 


(RKO) 
stage, 


Last week, ‘After Tonight’ 
and WLS ‘Barn Dance’ on 
eight days to $7,000, light. 
World (Steffes) (300; 25-40-50-75) 
—Vi Som Gar Koksvagen’ (Swed- 
ish). Pulling strong in this large 
Scandinavian community. Second 
Swedish picture. Around $1,600 in- 
dicated, fair. Last week, third and 


final week of ‘Good Companions’ 
(Fox), $1,200, far under expecta- 
tions. 


State (Publix) (2,200; 25-35-40)— 
‘Way to Love’ (Par). Chevalier only 
a fair card here, but title and sen- 


sational advertising a bait for fem- 
inine trade. Should cop _ $7,000, 
pretty good. Last week, ‘I'm No 
Angel’ (Par), $6,000, after $21,000 
week at Minnesota, disappointing. 
Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Too Much Harmony’ (Par). Around 


$2,500 in prospect, fair. Last week, 
‘Gold Diggers’ (WB), $3,200, good. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 20-25)— 
‘Stage Mother’ (MG). No cast 
names, but well liked and should 
build, maybe $2,600, fair. Last week, 
‘Mad Game’ (Fox), $3,000, good. 

Grand (Publix) (¢1,100; 20-25)— 
Lady For a Day’ (Col). Second 
loop run. Maybe $2,500, good. Last 
week, “Paddy” (Fox), second run, 
and ‘My Lips Betray’ (Fox), 
run, split $1,200, light. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 
Three Cornered Moon’ (Var) 
‘Voltaire’ (WB), second loop 
and ‘Hell and High Water’ 
first run, split. Looks like around 
$700, light. Last week, ‘Night 
Flight’ ‘MG), third run; ‘Captured’ 
(WB), second run, and ‘Worst 
Woman in Paris’ (Fox, first run, 
split, $800, light. 


15-25) 
ana 

runs, 

(Par), 





Henry VIL’ Providence, $9,500, Big: 


Town Shies at 





first | 





‘CHIEF’ DISAPPOINTS; 
‘WEAKNESS’ $8,000 


Portland, Nov. 20. 
B.o. pulse strong but erratic. Two 
vaude houses Pan and Paramount 
getting biz different ways. Pan gets 
it on the vaude, Evergreen’s Para- 
mount getting it so far on strong 


Ore., 


pix. 
Pan house suffered some last 
week from having to release Fifi 


D’Orsay after one day’s personal 
appearance. D’'Orsay called back to 
L. A. to start working on Jolson’s 
new pic. 

Estimates For This Week 


Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 25-40) 
—‘The Chief’ (MG). Pulled after 
three days and poor $1,500. Last 


week ‘This Day and Age’ (Par) also 
pulled after only four days for a 
bad $2,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 
25-40)—‘Private Life of Henry VIII’ 
(U A). Not as big as hoped, $5,000. 
Last week ‘Day of Reckoning’ (MG) 
barely held to an average $3,500. 
Pantages (Pan) (2,000; 15-25-40) 
—Big Executive’ (Par) and vaude, 
with vaude chiefily holding atten- 
tion, around $6,000, okay. Last week 
‘Sweetheart of Sigma Chi’ (Mono) 
and vaude, $6,600. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,000; 
15-25-40)—"My Weakness’ (Fox) 
and vaude with stage band, getting 
over well and holding results up to 
good $8,000. Last week ‘The Way to 
Love’ (Par) and vaude opened this 
house, $7,200. 

Liberty (Evergreen) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘I’'m No Angel’ (Par) (2nd 
week). Still hanging them on the 
rafters for a big $8,500. First week 
bulged the walls for a total of 51 
shows getting a mammoth $14,000. 
Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25- 
40)—‘Only Yesterday’ (U) going 
nicely for an average $3,500. Last 
week ‘Footlight Parade’ (WB) held 
for a fair two weeks getting $3,500 
and $1,900. 

Oriental (Hamrick) (2,500; 25-35) 
—Footlight Parade’ (WB) going 
okay for a third week at this house 
after two at the Music Box, about 
$3,000. Last week ‘College Coach’ 
(WB), pigskin drama hit a soggy 
field for $2,800. 


‘Vanities Aids to 
Hotcha $17,500; 
‘Bean Big, Cincy 


Cincinnati, Noy. 20. 

Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ tab, linked 
with ‘Walls of Gold,’ has the Pal- 
ace leading the downtown b. o. pro- 
cession for the second successive 
week. ‘Christopher Bean’ is the top 
take at the all-screen temples, al- 
most doublng the Albee’s biz over 
last week. Product at other stands 
n. s. h. and trade ditto. 

The two local colleges waged 
football games at their stadiums 
Saturday (18) before unusually 
large crowds for that sport in Cincy, 
which dwindled matinee patronage 
for theatres. 

Pop legit entered the amusement 
picture here last night with the re- 
opening of the Cox, 1,225-seater, for 
weekly engagements by dramatic 
troupes on the new Arthur Ober- 
felder midwest circuit. Initial at- 
traction is ‘Dinner at Hight,’ with 
James Kirkwood featured. Secale is 
50-$1 nights and 35 to Tic. mat- 
inees. House is a Shubert holding 
and has been idle for more than a 
year, occupied mostly by stock com- 
panies. Oberfelder has the theatre 
under lease for the season and will 
operate without an orchestra. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 44-60) 
‘Walls of Gold’ (Fox) and Ear! Car- 
roll ‘Vanities. A fifth performance 
added Sat. and Sun. Stage show 
puffed by all cricks. Looks like 
$17,500, hotcha. Last week ‘Take a 
Chance’ (Par) and Buddy Rogers 
with his ork attracted a sweet 
$16,500. 

Albee (3,300; 35-44)—Ch: 
Bean’ (MG). Marie 
Barrymore and competent support, 
plus of the play and 
dandy notices, harmonizing 
lusty $14,500. Ls 
terday’ (U), $7,500, 

Capitol (RKO) 
‘Hoopla’ (Fox). Clara Bow not so 
itsy as of yore, yet the main pull in 
this second screen treatment of ‘The 
Barker.’ <A grind for $5,000. Last 





istophe r 


Dressler, 


success stage 


tears all around. 
(2,000; 35-44) 





week ‘Invisible Man’ (0), $6,900, 
oke. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,394; 35-44)—‘My 


Chris Bean’ Title 


+ ——— 


Providence, Novy. 20. 

All sorts of funny twists to the 
present stanza. Giving exhibs the 
jitters trying to work up an alibi, 
Where the wise ones thought sure 
the business would go this week igs 
just where the jinx seems to be, 
and no one seems to know what it’s 
all about. 

About the best thing in town this 
week will be ‘Private Life of Henry 
VIII,’ which seems set for at least 
$9,500 at the Paramount, and possi- 
bly more if present pace continues, 
This one had the advantage of a 
one-day start on the others, and re. 
ceived the best notices in town. 

Several houses in town turned 
down the picture as being too 
classy for the rabble here, but judg- 
ing by the biz at the Paramount 
this stanza it looks as though they 
stroked the fur the wrong way. 

RKO Albee, starting its second 
week of straight pictures, seems to 
be holding up pretty well consider- 
ing the elements against it. ‘In- 
visible Man’ and ‘Chance at Heaven’ 
current bill will very likely hover 
close to $7,000 if biz continues at 
present pace. 

Modern is back again to bur- 
lesque, discontinuing dramatic stock 
last Saturday night. Burlesque has 
been away from these parts a long 
time. ‘Streets of Paris’ first attrac. 
tion. Same management remains, 

Estimates for This Week 

-Cariton (Fay) (1,400; 25-40), 
‘Damaged Lives’ (Weldon). Folded 
up last Thursday after two disap- 
pointing weeks, gross in no way ap- 
proaching the remarkable record 
this film set in Boston, and which 
apparently induced sponsors to 
bring it here. Garnered around 
$3,000 for second week, total gross 
figuring about $8,500 for complete 
run, 

Fay’s (1,900; 15-25-40), ‘College 
Coach’ (WB) and vaudeville. Pic- 
ture oke, just the type that will go 
over with variety fans. Around $6,- 
900. Last week ‘Last Trail’ (Fox) 
and Johnny Marvin got neat $7,000. 

State (3,200; 15-25-40), ‘Chris- 
topher Bean’ (MG) and vaude with 
Gamby headlining, dancer seen here 
only a short time ago, together with 
two other acts on the bill. Whether 
this is holding the folks back, or 
title of picture n.s.g., is anybody’s 
guess. But one thing’s sure, and 
that is gross will be very tepid at 
close to $12,000. Cricks didn’t take 
very kindly to picture, razzing the 
low comedy that has been injected. 
Last week ‘Day of Reckoning’ (MG) 
and ‘Street Singer’ on stage proved 
dismal to the house, Tracy arriving 
late opening day, and missing two 
performances; n.s.g. at $10,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40), 
‘Footlight Parade’ (WB) (2d week). 
Started off nice in nabe of $7,000. 
lirst week took a little while in get- 
ting started, but final tally showed a 
swell $17,500. 


Paramount (Indie) (2,200; 15-256 
40), ‘Henry VIII’ (UA). Although 


this one is purely class, and is play- 
ing alone at a stand which has 
made a fetish of double features, 
current week will show a nice profit 
for all concerned with gross sure to 
cross $9,000. Last week ‘I’m No 
Angel’ (Par) on a holdover was 
$5,300. 

RKO Albee (2,300; 15-25-40), ‘In- 
visible Man’ (U) and ‘Chance at 
Heaven’ (RKO). Around $7,000, fair. 
Last week ‘Only Yesterday’ (U) and 
‘Above the Clouds’ (RKO) clicked 
with the fans, but stuck close to 
average at $6,800. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-25), ‘Hold 
the Press’ and ‘Gambling Sex’ on a 
split week should be around average 
at $1,200. Last week ‘My Woman’ 
(Col) and ‘Skyward,’ also a _ split 
week, just passed $1,000. 


— 





Lips Betray’ (Fox). John Boles and 
Lilian Harvey depended upon for 
magneting. Press boys regret Boles 
sings only one number and unfavor- 
able anent Miss Harvey.and story. 





Lionel | 


for. a i 
ist week ‘Only Yes- 


Music and romance fans coming in 
for $5,500, not bad. Last week 
‘Worst Woman in Paris’ (Fox), $5, 
700. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 30-40)— 
‘Female’ (FN). Chatterton the fifth 
wheel and rolling along to $5,500, 
mild. Last week ‘Footlight Parade’ 
(WB) ended three-week run with 
$6,800, nice. 

Grand (RKO) (1,025; 35-44)—‘In- 
| visible Man’ (U) and ‘Only Yester- 
|} day’ (U), splits. Continuing first 
|runs started at other houses, en 
route to $2,500, tame. Last week 
‘Bombshell’ (MG) and ‘Charlie Chan’ 
| (Fox), divided, $2,800. 
| Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Rusty Rides Alone’ (Col), and ‘Soli- 
taire Man’ (MG), split. Fetching a 
tame $1,700, same as last week on 
i ‘Thrill Hunter’ (Col), and ‘Deluge’ 
| (RKO). 
| Strand (Ind) (1,200; 25-35) 
| Broken Dreams’ (Mon) and vode, 
; topped by Toshi Nippon Serenaders. 
iA hobble for $2,200. Last week 
; sweetheart of Sigma Chi’ (Mon) 


a headlining, 92,4!" 
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Tuesday, November 21, 1933 


PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 1] 





































































































































































































a= 
Co tive Gr for Novembe 
Total grosses during November for town and houses listed as previ- 

@usly reported weekly. Dates given are the closing day of the week. 

Oct. 19 Oct. 26 Nov. 2 Nov. 9 

_ CAPITOL Night Flight | Night Flight Bombshell The Baron 

@,400; 35-78-83- $50,000 $26,000 $45,000 $30,000 
1.10-1.65) (Stage Show)| (2d week) 

High. .110,400 

Low.. 16, 

PARA- Torch Singer | I’m No Ange! | I’m No Angel/| I’m No Angel 
MOUNT $52,000 $84,500 $70,000 $55,000 
(8,664; 35-55-75- | (Stage Show) (24 week) (3d week) 

8) (Sally Rand 
High. $95,000 on stage) 
Low.. 14, 
MUSIC Dr. Bull Henry VIII Aggie Berkeley Sq. 
HALL $65,000 $101,000 Appleby $88,000 
@,945; 35-55-75- | (Stage Show) $50,000 
99-1.65) 
High $115,000 
Low.. 48,000 
ROXY : Charlie Chan| Saturday’s | Walls of Gold| Love, Honor 
(6,200; 25-35-55) $30,300 Millions $24,000 and Oh, Baby 
High .$173,600 | (Stage Show) $26,000 $30,000 
Low.. 7,000 
MAYFAIR Good Before Dawn| Dance, Girls, Blind 
(2,200; 35-55-65) | Companions $7,500 Dance Adventure 
High. $53,800 $7,000 (8 days) $5,000 $8,500 
Low.. 3,500 (6 days) (6 days) (8 days) 
STRAND Footlight Footlight Footlight Footligot 
(2,900; 35-55-75) Parade Parade Parade Parade 
High. $78,800 $55,000 $41,000 $23,200 $14,700 
Low.. 6,51 (2d_ week) (3d_week) (4th week) 
Oct. 19 Oct, 26 Nov. 2 Nov. 9 
CHICAGO Night Flight B’way to Bombshell Ever in My 
(3,940; 35-45-75) $58,200 Hollywood $50,000 Heart 
High. $75,000 | (Stage Show) $50,400 $34,906 
Low.. 18,500} ‘(Crazy Quilt’ | (Fred Waring (Sally Rand 
on stage) on stage) on stage) 
PALACE Brief My Woman Ace of Aces | Ann Vickers 
(2,583; 40-65-83) Moment $26,900 $28,600 $28,80u 
High. $30,000 $28,700 (Guy (Phil Baker | (Phil Baker 
Low.. 10,000} (Stage Show) Lombardo on stage) on stage) 
(‘Strike Me on stage) 
Pink’ 
on stage) 
UNITED Voltaire Bowery Bowery Bowery 
ARTISTS $7,300 $21,700 $9,000 $11,100 
(1,700; 35-55) (2d week) (New High) (2d week) (3d week) 
High. $21,700 
Low.. 3,300 
Oct. 19 Oct. 26 Nov. 2 Nov. 9 
DOWN- Golddiggers Wild Boys Ever in My Kennel 
TOWN $10,000 $9,100 Heart Murder 
(1,800; 25-70) | (Stage Show) $6,200 $7,300 
High. weneee (24 week) 
how... 5, 
HOLLY- Golddiggers Wild Boys Ever in My Kennel 
WwooD $8,000 $6,800 Heart Murder 
(2,756; 25-65) | (Stage Show) $7,800 $7,800 
High. $37,800} (2d week) 
Low.. 3,100 
PARA- Way to Love Tillie and Saturday’s Take a 
MOUNT $14,200 Gus Millions Chance 
(3,595; 25-40) (Stage Show) $12,200 $15,000 $23,000 
High. $57,800 (Rubinoft (Bing Crosby 
Low.. 5,600 on stage) on stage) 
STATE Night Flight |My Weakness B’way to Bombshell 
(2,024; 25-40) $16,600 $11,000 Hollywood $13,700 
High. $48,000 | (Stage Show) $10,300 
Low.. 5,000 _t has 1 
Oct. 19 Oct. 26 Nov. 2 Nov. 9 
FOX Shanghai Charlie Chan| Saturday’s | Walls of Gold 
4,000; 25-35-50) Madness $11,000 Millions $12,000 
$11,500 $10,500 
(Stage Show) 
METRO- Masquerader | Night Flight Bombshell The Baron 
POLITAN $16,000 $20,000 $23,800 $22,000 
(2,400; 25-35-50) (Vaude) (‘Student 
Prince’ 
on stage) 
ALBEE Ann Vickers Dr. Bull Henry Vill Aggie 
(3,500; 25-35-50) $19,400 $10,700 $19,500 Appleby 
High. $40,000 (Vaude) $12,000 
Low.. 9,000 
STRAND Wild Boys Loved a Ever in My Footlight 
(2,000; 25-35-50) $10,200 Woman Heart Parade 
High. ery $11,000 $7,600 $17,060 
Low.. 4,000 
bo — 
NEW HAVEN 
Oct. 19 Oct. 26 Nov. 2 Nov. 9 
PARA- Sunday Golden I’m No Angel} I’m No Angel 
MOUNT Afternoon Harvest $16,000 $7,000 
(2,348; 35-50) ana and (2d week) 
High. $21,000/ India Speaks} Torch Singer 
Low.. 2,600 $5,100 $6,700 
(6 days) (8 days) 
POLI’S Beauty For Bowery Night Flight Emperor 
(3,040; 35-50) Sale $12,500 and Jones 
High. $20,000 and Walls of Gold and 
Low.. 4,200} Penthouse $7,700 Love, Honor 
$8,200 and Oh, Baby 
$7,800 
SHERMAN Wild Boys Footlight Footlight Aggie 
(2,200; 35-50) and Parade Parade Appleby 
High. $16,000} No Marriage $14,000 $4,600 and | 
Low.. 1,500 Ties (2d week) Ever in My 
$5,900 Heart 
ees | «$5,900 
TACOMA | 
Oct. 19 Oct. 26. | Nov. 2 Nov. 9 | 
MUSIC ROX); Masquerader Her Loved a One Man’s 
(1,400; 25-40) and Bodyguard Woman and Journey and 
High. .$10,500 Shanghai $9,000 Midnight | Morning 
Low... 1,000 Madness (Tex Guinan Club Glory 
; $3,300 on stage) $3 2000] _$4, 050 
ROXY |. B’way to Paddy ~ Saturday’s | Lady for Day, 
(1,300; 25-40) | H’wood and $3,960 | Millions and $5,200 
High. ..$7,000 | Another Beauty | 
Low... 2,000, Language | for Sale bs 
$4,009 $3,600 
| 


(Continued on page 26) 


Duncan Sis-‘Yesterday’ 
Big 146, Col; ‘Bean’ 136 


Columbus, Nov. 20. 


With front-page publicity, regal 
blurbs by the critics and everything 
else man can imagine, the Duncan 
sisters are pulling the Palace out of 
the red this week, but are falling far 
short of anything like a _ record. 
This is the town’s best bet, of 
course, being coupled with film and 
offering a real bargain. 

‘Christopher Bean’ at the Broad is 
setting a pace for the works outside 
ef the Palace and may beat the big- 
eer attraction out at that. Other at- 
tractions none too hot and below 
standard play. 

Last week was murderous all 
‘round. Extremely cold spell, which 
had the mercury hovering around 
15 degrees, kept the firesides occu- 
pied but the film houses empty. 

Estimates for This Week 


Palace (RKO) (3,074; 25-40), 
‘Only Yesterday’ (U) and ‘Topsy and 
Eva’ on stage. Duncans seem cer- 
tain to click to tune of $14,000, 
heavy. Last week ‘Henry Eighth’ 
(UA) best but none too good at 
$8,500. 

Ohio (Loew-UA) (3,000; 25-40), 
‘My Lips Betray’ (Par). Off rather 
light and won't get better than $7,- 
£00 at best. Last week ‘Prizefighter 
and the Lady’ (MG) couldn't be sold 
and light at $7,200. 

Grand (Neth) (1,100; 25-40), ‘Col- 
lege Coach’ (WB). Not enough ap- 
peal even for this college town and 
no better than $4,000 in sight. Last 
week was fourth and final for ‘Foot- 
light Parade’ (WB) and light $3,000 
was fair enough for the end of the 
Jong run. 

Broad (Loew-UA) (2,500; 25-40), 
‘Christopher Bean’ (MG). Off heav- 
ily and looks good for neat $13,000, 
which is plenty at low admit prices. 
Last week ‘Mad Game’ (Fox) well 
below the so-so level with take of 
$4,700. 

Majestic (RKO) (1,100; 20-35), 
‘My Woman’ (RKO). Not so bad as 
Vie Jory looked on as local. Should 
get good enough $3,000. Last week 
‘Saturday’s Millions’ (U) just fair 
enough at $2,400. 


‘DUCK SOUP’ ALL 
OF THAT IN 
BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, Nov. 20. 


Despite charity campaigns, un- 
predictable weather, heavy legit 
opposish, time and tide, nothing 
seems able to allay that steady clink 
of coin across loop tills. 

There’s a uniform soundness of 
product all over this week. No fire- 
works, but no tears. The beavy 
artillery is entrenched up at the 
giant swanker, the Stanley, where 
Jack Benny’s unit hooks up with 
‘The World Changes.’ Plenty hefty 
appeal both angles and off to pace 
of $19,000. At the Century the Marx 
Brothers welcomed back hilariously 
for $16,000. Indie Hipp, not so hap- 
pily grooved, but will hold on pass- 
ably with Alex Gray and ‘The Right 
to Romance.’ Portends $12,000, oke 
for light vaude layout. 

After socko fortnight with ‘Henry 
8th,’ Keith’s still riding with ‘Only 
Yesterday,’ a natural for heavy 
feme shopper play matinees and 
with cricks overboard on lauds, pic 
will breeze to $6,000, white meat. 
The small New, with ‘Hoopla,’ 
started mildiy, but despite cold 
press, may trade in Bow name for 
$3,200, fairish. 

Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew-UA) (3,200; 
85-40-55-65) ‘Duck Soup’ ¢Par) and 
five acts. Vaude nil on lure, but 
those mad Marxes are taking care 
of everything. Pic niftily exploited. 
Par exchange going for 100 24- 
sheets. First two days’ glitter 
augurs $16,000, hat-cha. Last week 
‘Kennel Murder Case’ (WB) and 
‘Student Prince’ tab, plodded to 
n.s.h. $13,000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,500; 
25-35-40-55-65) ‘The Right to Ro- 
mance’ (RKO) and vaude. After 
two last-minute cancellations re- 
cently, Alex Gray is in heading 
rostrum show and with class draft 
exerted by Harding on screen, this 
looks good for $12,000 and 











25- 


session 
okay. Last week ‘After Tonight’ 
(RKO) and Lou Holtz failed to 
build as anticipated, fluttering to 
$12,000. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 25- 
30-40-55) ‘Only Yesterday’ (U).|!; 
Ovationed by press and first three 
|days saw happy snag. Margaret 
Sullavan, played up and contribu- 
ting to pic's success. Cinch for $6 
| 900, wham. Last week second of 
‘Henry 8th’ (UA), held up all the 
| way for husky $5,000. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 25-30-40- | * 


99) ‘Hoopla’ (Fox), Bow’'s restora- 
tion to screen dubious b.o. angle 
Frigid press reception a detriment. 


(Continued on page 62) 


Bow-Rand Combo $25,000, Wham SF, 
Marxes Look to $17,000; Price War On 





San Francisco, Nov. 20. 
caused gray hairs on local show- 
men's heads. 

With Golden Gate slashed to 40 
cents from 65 and doing a whale of 
a biz, it's just that much tougher 
for the others. 

Sally Rand and fan in person at 
the Warfield, with Clara Bow 
screening in ‘Hoopla,’ are sexy 
lures. Sally’s reams of front page 
publicity making her a vital b. o. 
factor while Bow is holding her 
own. Lotta men in the house and 
fems coming, too, to see just what 
these two gals have. 

‘Duck Soup’ turning the Para- 
mount into a nut house as Marx 
Bros. move along at a satisfactory 
pace. 

‘Only Yesterday’ is a money 
maker for RKO’s Golden Gate, that 
new price of 40 cents apparently 
pulling bargain shoppers. 

George Bancroft’s first film in two 
years, ‘Blood Money,’ started nicely 
at the United Artists, but it’s fu- 
ture is unpredictable. 

With stage shows out and Fox St. 
Francis policy of dual films at 40 
cents top in, Fanchon & Marco's 
Orpheum stands the best chance in 
history of the house to make a go 
of it. It has been in red since Pan 
opened it six years ago, when RKO 
operated it with vaude and later 
with straight pix, and when Marco 
and Bill Wagnon, six weeks ago, 
tried stage shows with such pix as 
they could get from RKO and Uni- 
versal. With two films from major 
companies, and at a minimum price 
Orph has a good chance. 

Meanwhile conversion of the St. 
Francis to second runs means one 
less first-showing theatre, but it 
also means another’ low-priced 
house. Thirty-cent tariff on ‘Gold 
Diggers’ while same applies to na- 
borhood Fox El Capitan, second 
runs with stage shows out and 30- 
cent admish in effect. 

Joe Leo is making an earnest 
drive for biz at William Fox's Fox. 
Has tried double bills, single films 
and vaude, but now it’s a combina- 
tion, being double films and vaude 
at 25 and 35 cents. Current is ‘Pic- 
ture Brides’ and ‘Man of Sentiment’ 
with 10 acts of Bert Levey vaude. 

Three holdovers this week, Mae 
West going for fifth stanza on 
Market street, three of them at the 
Embassy where she still is drawing 
biz. Tag line in the ads ‘Will not 
be shown in San Francisco again 
this year’ could be used by every 
initial run house in town as all have 
at least 45 days protection, but the 
line reads good and undoubtedly re- 
sponsible for biz. 

Other h. o.’s ‘Henry the VIII’ con- 
tinuing to do well in its third and 
perhaps final week at the Columbia, 
and nudie ‘Elysia’ in third week at 
Strand. 

Estimates for This Week 


Columbia (Far West) (1,700; 50- 
75-$1-$1.50)—‘Henry 8th’ (UA) (8rd 
week). Two a day, roadshow prices. 
Second week got around $8,000. 

Embassy (FWC) (1,400; 35-55)— 
‘I’m No Angel’ (Par) (5th week). 
Mae is in her third stanza at this 
house, preceded by two at the 
Paramount. Current will hit $5,000, 
while last pulled okay $7,000. 

Fox (Leo) (5,000; 25-35)—‘Picture 
Brides’ (Allied) and ‘Man of Senti- 
ment’ (Far West) and 10 vaude 
acts. Dynamite policy if ever there 
was one, and $11,000 at these prices 
accounts for many people. Last 
week was a record with $15,500 on 
‘Lady for a Day’ (Col) and vaude. 


—‘Only Yesterday’ (U) and pres- 
entation. Clicking smartly at $13,- 
600, but whether it’s the pic or new 
low price is anybody’s guess. At 
any rate that figure is about five 
grand over last six low weeks. 
‘Invisible Man’ (U) last week drew 
11 grand. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,400; 25-40)— 
‘Worst Woman in Paris’ (Fox) and 
‘College Coach’ (WB), split, heading 
for satisfactory $6,000. House has 
lower nut now that expensive stage 
shows are out and this figure ought 
to clear ’em, while last week’s $6,500 
got house into trouble when ‘South 
of Panama’ was brought in after 
opening matinee to boost ‘Myrt and 
Marge’ (U) and stage show. 

Paramount (FWC) (3,700; 
55)—‘Duck Soup’ (Par). The 
freres are marx-ing al 
$17,000. ‘Footlight Parade’ 
in second week got neat $13,909. 

Strand (Cohen) (970; 25-40)— 
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‘Elysia’ (Foy) (3rd week). Take of | 


ty good | 
d well, | 
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Keyhole’ | 


for | 


alike to tune of a record $25,- 
000 chance. Last week ‘Prizefighter 
jand Lady’ (MG) with Pickens Sis- 
ters on stage and Max Baer per- 
sonaling over week-end got okay 
$19,000, not what expected but still 
mighty good. 


‘BEAN, MARXES, 
BEST IN DENVER 


Denver, Nov. 20. 

All first runs below last week 
with exception of the Denham and 
Paramount, although all doing as 
food as expected. Aladdin nearly 
50% above average on second week 
of ‘Footlight Parade’ ran a week 
before day and date Denver and 
Aladdin. 

Marie Dressler is the only pull at 
the Denver but crowds 40% above 
average. Same subject, ‘Chris- 
topher Bean’, pulled strong at 
Elitch stock past summer. 

Orpheum having steady strong 
crowds but doing slightly below 
average in spit of Ed Wynn and 
food stage show. Split week at 
Paramount and gross boosted 
slightly. Tabor with second run 
and stage show down slightly. 

Weather too nice for theatres, 
perfect for mountain trips and 
plenty taking them. Some 15,000 
attended local football game Satur- 
day and hit theatres hard on mat- 
inees but Denver U won after hav- 
ing lost for 25 years to Utah and 
celebrators filled theatres at night. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-40- 
50)—‘Footlight Parade’ (WB) (2d 
week). Going strong on holdover 
at $4,300. Last week ‘Footlight Pa- 
rade’ (WB), running day and date 
with the Denver, had several hold- 
outs and with crowds steady other- 
wise, took $7,500 on initial week. 


Denham (Hellborn) (1,500; 25-30- 
40)—‘Duck Soup’ (Par), and stage 
show. Marxes strong here, $11,000, 
big. Last week ‘Torch Singer’ (Par) 
boosted the house some from the 
previous week, and with regular 
daily holdotits copped off $9,000 at 
the box office. A snappy stage show 
helped. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Christopher Bean’ (MG). 
Dressler-Barrymore accounting for 
$8,500. Last week ‘Footlight Pa- 
rade’ (WB), day and date with the 
Aladdin, gathered in $12,000, biggest 
gross in 13 weeks. 

Orpheum (Huffman) (2,600; 25- 
35-40)—‘The Chief’ (MG) and stage 
show, with Fred Schmitt orchestra. 
Wynn pic no pull, $9,000, meager. 
Last week, ‘Missing Persons’ (FN), 
a by fair stage show, took in 
$12,500 

+ <r (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘Wild Boys of Road’ (FN) and 
‘Day of Reckoning’ (MG), split. 
Fair at $2,800. Last week ‘My Lips 
Betray’ (Fox) and ‘Worst Woman 
in Paris’ (Fox), split, only $2,600. 


Seattle's Poor Week; 
‘Bombshell’ $7,500, Oke; 
‘Woman,’ Roxy, $5,500 


Seattle, Nov. 20. 

Lower prices is the bait to lure 
folks to the downtown theatres, 
with Evergreen and Hamrick houses 
re-scaling. New top at Paramount, 
Blue Mouse and Music Box is now 
35 cents. This is same as the Roxy 
fare, with Orpheum taking to it 
week prior. Fifth stays at 40 cents 
but holds 25-cent price until 6 p.m. 


fems 

















daily, except Sunday, Saturday and 
holidays when deadline is 5 p.m. 
The two-bit scale works the same 


way at the other houses. Coliseum 
and Roosevelt (John Danz) extend 
| 15-cent mat price until same hours, 





'5 p.m. and 6 p.m. 

While showmen are wondering 
| what becomes of the dough, nite 
clubs play to s.r.o. week ends. Beer 
parlors also taking the time and 
money of many. Free entertain- 
| ment beer spots no doubt a factor. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Blue Mouse fHamrick) (950; 25- 
| 35), The Ketnoel Murder Case’ 
| (WB) expected $2,700, fair. Last 
week ‘After Tonight’ (RKO) flopped 
to $1,700; too much opposition for 
Constance, 

Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,800; 15- 
25), ‘Another Language’ (MG) and 
‘Voltaire’ (WB) dual, first half: 
| ‘Stranger’s Return’ (MG) and 
‘Goodbye Again’ (FN) dual, last 
|half, around $3,800, okay. Last 
week ‘Dr. Bull’ (Fox) and ‘Cap- 


(Continued on page 62) 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


With a feature running within 
almost nothing of two hours, and a 
large personnel of players on its 
hands, it is obvious that the Music 
Hall people had a problem. Very 
little time for solo 
procession, or the 
effects. Situation 


building up 
called for haste 


and speed. | 


Problem was solved with a good} 
deal of skill. Stage proceedings are | 
simplified into about 15 or 20 min- 
utes of dance spectacle, with the 
revolving stage employed as a time- 
saver which leaves no gaps to fill 
in. Episode is entitled ‘The Moth | 
and the Flame’ and is a typical Mu- | 
sic Hall ballet divertissment be- 
fore striking settings, two divisions 
being unified by the use of a solo- 
ist who stands to one side before 
a futuristic French bar and pro- 
vides the lyrical accompaniment. 

Opening is on a semi-dim stage 
with dark neutral hangings as 
background and the center occupied 
by a mammoth candle stick with a 
flickering wick light. Ballet en- 
semble, dressed in an impression- 
istic version of men’s evening dress, 
symbolizing a group of gay round- 
ers, does a routine in dance. Moth- 
like figures are mingled with the 
dancing girls to carry out the il- 
lusion. 

Stage turns, revealing the sec- 
ond set as a gaudy night club with 
the vocal group posed as revelers 
and a brief principal dance by Lee 
and Stuart, ballroom pair. Roxy- 
ettes are on here, of course, for a 
precision bit, the best item in the 
stage show on the applause count. 

Second turning of the stage 
brings back the first scene while 
the singer, Robert Weede, setting 
forth in song that the night has 
passed in revelry and the carnival 
makers are consumed by the fires of 
whoopee. All of which leads to 
more maneuvers by the dancing 
girls and the moth-like wraiths, 
ending upon a thick fog of steam 
rising from prostrate merry-makers 
who go up in smoke, 

Miniature pageant is accompanied 
by a special song number of the 
same title as the charade, a swing- 
ing melody written for the occasion 
by Erno Rapee, the Music Hall’s 
musical director, and Ed Heyman. 
Newsreel is worked in at this point, 
and action goes into a prolog for 
the picture, ‘Little Women’ (Radio). 

A drop in one of the shallower 
grooves, bears a Christmas Card- 
like picture of a winter scene. 
Lights behind turn it into a trans- 
parency, revealing a mother and 
four girls grouped around a spinet 
or some such ancient instrument, 
making the background for the 
singing of ‘Abide With Me,’ done 
in most agreeable harmony. Sing- 
ers are led by Viola Philo, repre- 
senting the role of Marmee of the 
film and the four daughters in the 
persons of Ann Conway, Leonora 
Fefferbloom, Anna Moehler and 
Eleanor McManus. 

Main title of the feature is super- 
imposed on the scrim and the re- 
lease is under way. 

Music Hall was sold out as to its 
mezzanine section before 7.30 of the 
opening night. Katharine Hepburn 
on the screen in the long-promised 
film version of the Louisa M. Olcott 
classic. Rush, 


PALACE, CHICAGO 


Chicago, Nov. 17. 

Early morning rain changing to 
nice, slippery sleet had the streets 
impassable on Friday morning. 
Femmes took one or two dives to 
the pavement when trying to get 
out of their homes then returned to 
the safety of the living room. 

Result was that the loop was 
practically deserted Friday forenoon, 
giving the downtown theatres the 
worst box-office start they’ve had 
in weeks. Palace started off to 
wide emptiness on the sides of the 
house, beginning to fill up down- 
stairs when the show was about 
finishing. 

Entire show is a late afternoon 
and night line-up, the flicker ‘Right 
to Romance’ (RKO) and the Lilyan 
Tashman headliner being designed 
for the smarter groups, particularly 
the femme element. 

Miss Tashman was spotted in the 
center of the bill with a short 10- 
minute act divided into two rou- 
tines. Opens with a platitudinous 
spiel on fashions and a creation to 
prove her point. Femmes were chat- 
tering all through her opening flash, 
taking time out to discuss the out- 
fit in detail. Attitude of the ladies 
to the dress flash demonstrates how 
much flash clothes means to the 
vaudeville stage. 

As one gal in the audience re- 
marked: ‘It’s great to see some- 
body who realizes that actresses on 
the stage aren't expected to dress 
as ordinary people. The’ public 
wants gasp costuming.’ 

Which made that part of the Tish- 
man act okay from all counts. But 
follows with a short black-out that 
lacks meaning. Vaude has always 
had difficulty with black-out acts. 
They belong strictly in revues. Be- 
sides this black-out of cheating hus- 
band and a too-smart femme won't 
be welcomed in all variety spots, 
particularly where audiences are a 
bit finicky. 

Bedroom staging of this act runs 


Edmund Lowe, Miss Tishman’s hus- 
band. Which makes it unanimous 
in the Lowe family. 





specialties in | 


of | 


Show opened with the Kitchen 
Pirates, still tops among adagio acts. 
Seem to have added extra twirls 
and spins to an already excellent 
act. Bert Walton a frequent re- 
peater here, deuced and sold his 
|singing stooge to an easy winner. 
|} Lot of talk that on the surface is 


meaningless but the audience appar- 
ently enjoyed it, which means show- 
manship rather than material. 


Walton worked in the Tashman 
turn; then came Mills, Gold and 
Raye for next-to-closing. Hokum 
knockabout getting familiar but 
good for laughs. Finishing was 
Alex Hyde and his girl band, a 
strong flash and novelty with the 


12 girls at the instruments and the 
four dancing queens. At the first 
show there were only Three Queens, 
however, the fourth queen begging 
off for some reason, Gold, 


Holborn Empire, London 


London, Nov. 7. 
Although this house is not actu- 
ally in the West-End, it is near 
enough to be called a West-Ender. 
Actually, with the Palladium play- 
ing a ‘Crazy’ season, this is the only 
house in the vicinity playing 
straight twice-nightly vaudeville. 
This week's attraction is a re- 
turn after a few months of Roy 
Fox and his bandr Fox was booked 
in about three days ago, replacing 
Jack Hylton who is just getting 
over an operation. Fox, who doub- 
ling at the Capitol (pictures) and 
also the Kit-Cat, where he is a 
permanent attraction, has a nifty 
outfit. 
Program this week was rushed 
and seemed under-rehearsed; a 
difficulty which will be overcome as 
the week progresses. Outstanding 
is a sort of King Kong-Louis Arm- 
strong burlesque, with Art Christ- 
mas, an all-round musician, made 
up as Kong. Idea is good and when 
worked up should prove big. 
Peggy Dell is still the femme 
crooner-in-chief of the aggregation, 
and very popular. Band closed the 
bill and despite lateness of hour 
had them yelling for more. 
Program as a whole not bad. 
Opening were Los Cottrillos, acro- 
bats attempting juggling and guitar 
playing for fair returns. Duncan 
Gray, comedian with grotesque 
make-up and a line of chatter that’s 
fast and partly new, is a compara- 
tive newcomer to vaudeville and a 
good acquisition. 
Myron Pear] four, with a son of 
Chick Farr, the English comic, is 
fast dance team, specializing in 
Russian steps. Team has been 
around here for years and is looked 
upon as ane English _ standard. 
Nauntona Wayne, indulging in a lot 
of repartee and back-chat, got over 
much better than expected, particu- 
larly as this is not an ideal house 
for smart stuff. 

Ben Jade, originally here for the 
‘New York Follies,’ at the Dor- 
chester hotel, but who walked be- 
fore opening, came near stopping 
the show with his fine rhythmical 
stepping. His concluding trick, 
where he makes a running leap over 
three men, is surefire. 

Randolph Sutton, light comedian 
with a perfect delivery, warbled 
through several numbers, one par- 
ticularly suggestive, and stopped 
the show. Enos Frebere, in im- 
maculate attire and easy style, goes 
through several hair-raising tricks 
on the trapeze. His only drawback 
is his talk, which at times is almost 
inaudible, 

Ahead of Fox are Bennett and 
Williams, couple of local boys with 
comedy chatter, some new and some 
not so new. Conclude with phono- 
fiddle selections to good reception. 

House held capacity. ‘ 


ORPHEUM, LINCOLN 


Lincoln, Nov. 15. 

This house is having no end of. 
a tough time. The management 
never knows what pic it'll get until 
the last minute, the vaude budget 
is so low it’s difficult to get any- 
thing that'll draw and there’s a 
fight on with the papers, which 
leaves it without an ad. This week 
the pic is ‘My Woman’ (Col) and 
the stage show the ‘Hollywood Re- 
vue’ unit. 

Show is owned by Johnny Dunn 
and Fred La France, principally, 
but is sort of a community plan af- 
fair. Talent includes Herb Hamil- 
ton’s ork (six), Johnny Dunn, m.c.; 
La France and Garnett, blackface 
team; Lavonia and Don, rumba 
dance team; Mildred Perlee, acro- 
batic dancer, and Graham and Spek, 
comedy and tap. 

Presentation as a whole is very 
slow. In spots it gives hope of 
gathering momentum, but is imme- 
diately killed by a slow patter, mu- 
sic or. songs. La France, vet 
trouper, tries to bring antique an- 
tics up to date, which is the princi- 
pal drag. 

Show was sold here for $600 and 
40% of the gross, so a $4.49 produc- 
tion expectancy would be out of 
line. 

Cal Bard, mgr. of the house, an- 
nounced mid-week that this would 
be the last stage show in here until 


after Christmas at the earliest. 
How the house’ll ever draw with 
the catch-as-catch-can flicks alone 


is more than can be guessed. 





in the same manner as the act of 


Barney. 


PALACE, N. Y. 


With Mae West's ‘Angel’ on the 
screen, the Palace probably doesn’t 
need a good show on the stage, but 
it just happened to get one. When 
an opening act can stop a show, it’s 
either good or the audience is easy. 
Later the audience proved to be not 
so easy, so the act can take the 
credit. 

Opens with Irene Vermillion, 
backed by the Beverly girl trio and 
the only reason she did not make a 
speech was the fact that Charles 
Stern, the leader wouldn't hush the 
orchestra, so she just waved. The 
trio offer pleasant songs, not too 
well blended, and do a couple of 
dances, but the star is the act with 
some terrific splits and the besi 
copy of the Mady kick to date. She 
milked them for the hand pats all 
three sections of her turn, and she 
merited the applause. More of an 
acrobat than a dancer, but there 
with the falls. 

Second show-topper was Arrens 
and Broderick, the woman the bulk 
of the act, the man merely doing 
one piano number. Opens with 
‘Mighty Lak a Rose’ sung straight 
and the audience wondering why, 
for she exhibits only the remnants 
of what must once have been a fine 
voice, with those trick top notes. 
First cackle comes when she lifts 
her skirts and skates off the stage 
on rollers. After that the audience 
knows it’s intended to be funny 
and stops being polite. Her last 
number, in which she imitates an 
emotional concert vocalist may ex- 
plain what cracked her voice. In 
between there’s a harem dance that 
is funny in a Fanniebrice fashion, 
but it was the warble that made the 
applause last over into the next act, 
Jack Arthur gracefully stage man- 
eged their final bow; which didn’t 
hurt him any with the audience. 
Arthur did a pair of songs by 
Irving Berlin, ‘Song Is Ended,’ and ‘I 
Can’t Remember’ followed with 
Crosby’s “Thanks’ and mopped up 
with ‘Darkies.’ Latter is a bit stale. 
Everyone knows now why they 
were born and no longer interested, 
but they liked his voice. Appar- 
ently not the regular Palace crowd, 
or rather augmented. 

Harry Savoy missed the regulars, 
his gags being gauged to the wise 
mob. Some of them got big laughs, 
but others just sagged. Even his 
partner was not the usual help. Got 
off to a satisfactory collection, but 
nothing like his usual faring. 
Closer was the Four Ortons with 
their nice collection of funambul- 
ism. Clean work on the wire and 
most of the tricks got individual 
recognition. - Makes a great closing 
number, with the comedy helping in 
some sectors. Show runs a scant 
hour, including Stein’s brief over- 
ture while they set the horns. 

‘I’m No Angel’ (Par), the only 
film; one of the few weeks in the 
history of the house it did not run 
a newsreel, but the show was al- 
most half an hour behind schedule 
at the first night show, and they 
may have dropped it just to gain 
time. House is using the tages 

c. 


CENTURY, BALTO. 


Baltimore, Nov. 17. 

‘Duck Soup’ (Par) is the screen 
attraction this week, and as cus- 
tomary in such an instance, the 
vaude goes unheadlined. Figured 
the pic will do all the drafting and 
if the five acts can keep ’em inter- 
ested on their own, all’s oke. Con- 
sequently, it’s five specialty turns of 
straight, old time vaudeville that’s 
on deck, and a layout that rounds 
out surprisingly well. No sensa- 
tions, but no let-downs. 

Bill opens with Rubio Sisters, 
standard equilibrist duo. Pair romp 
through the usual stunts in work- 
manly fashion, exhibiting nothing 
spectacularly novel, but sound all 
the way. Unfortunately, their closer 
not as forte as two preceding tricks 
and that cuts applause. 

No. 2 is Peter Higgins, who was 
centered for four numbers, happily 
without a mike. He packs pleasing 
pipes and personality. Over strong- 
ly, though here again his getaway, 
Romberg’s ‘Once Upon a Time,’ not 
so socko with the mob as his sev- 
eral earlier pop tunes. 

In the trey spot, Lew Parker and 
Co. Comedy turn with Bob Hope 
billed as presenter. It’s Hope’s old 
act, plants, props, gags, et al. Paul 
Murdoch, George Townes and Bill 
Burdee, a threesome of stooges and 
Parker, adept at gagging, over 
easily. A girl looker, Marion Bailer, 
sandwiched in for some toe work 
and later as foil for Parker. The 
crowd relished the turn and let ’em 
hear it. 

Diamond Boys, next - to - shut. 
Their knockabout foolery and hoof- 
ery consumed about 20 minutes and 
landed right on the button. Plenty 


speedy and well paced with apt 
gageing, the act, though familiar 
to most of the mob by now, clicked 
solidly. 

Closing, Ruth Miles and Eddie 
Kover, class dance combo. Their 


first bit, a danse moderne to strains 
of ‘Manhattan Serenade’ held ‘em 
glued and reaped plenty 
Nifty lighting. Then five girls on 
a classic toe provide a break and 





change of costume and the team 
| comes back for an adagio finish 
} that won deserved favor. 


plaudits. | 





|| NEWSREELS i] 





EMBASSY 


With exception of Oscar and his 
wine supper, which they both have, 
the reel theatres vary in their as- 
sortment of clips on repeal. Here 
everything is aggressive. California 
is welcoming gin and New York is 
receiving Calif. wine. A New Or- 
leans bar is shown fully lighted. 
Only suggestion of prohibition comes 
from a dry in Georgia. 

At the Luxer the program pros 
and cons. A wet talks and then a 
dry talks. Finally Al Smith renders 
his summary. The laugh of the idea 
is vested in the home or an Uhio 
man who has his walls and curtains 
littered with liquor labels in prep- 
aration for the big change. 

The telling by a young East side 
boy as to how he frightened away 
three gunmen and, with the aid ofa 
policeman captured one, all because 
of a bowl of hot soup, is getting 
luaghs at the Emb. Close-up of'a 
13-year-old Japanese girl and her 
violin affords an interesting camera 
study. 

English reporter who was jailed 
by Hitler makes a statement upon 
returning home which is not alto- 
gether intelligible to American 
audiences. 

Dan Daugherty will make per- 
formers of his kids if he has to 
think up a dozen youngster subjects 
like the present one. While his lit- 
tle daughter, Minnie, is smiling he 
has his younger boy, Junior, flop 
off a toy horse. The Fox news 
executive sent a hurry call home 
last week for this small percentage 
of his nursery while the subject was 
being made. 

Bridgeport’s Socialist mayor re- 
ceives city keys and in return makes 
one of the longest speeches, con- 
fined to a single sentence, on news- 
reel records. 

In its sports department the Emb 
has some excellent subjects. Garden 
hockey game which wound up in a 
fight, L. A. wrestling with plenty of 
dirty work, and an auto race in 
Atlanta with another car passing 
over the body of an unseated driver 
are woven into Japanese baseball 
and the Bowie track. Coverage of 


TRANSLUX 


There are two subjects on the 
Luxer program having a direct 
bearing on the economic situation, 
Federal promise to put several mil- 
lion men to work within the next 
30 days is the first news. But it 
took Paramount to discover for the 
screen real gold out west after 
Pathe for months has been boost- 
ing placering as ideal for some of 
the idle. 

If Universal hasn’t grabbed him 
already some producer will sign up 
that young man who can handle his 
face like a piece of rubber. U gets 
some other unusuals. The nine- 
year-old Texas boy who communes 
with 10 lions and the 92-year-old 
man who is studying to become an 
air pilot are among these. 


Reels generally have about the 
same coverage of the Cuban revolt, 
Brief firing on the fort impresses 
as a reconstructed scene. Luxer 
affords greater detail by using Para- 
mount’s views of the court-martial. 


Both houses have the cloud car, 
new experimental addition to an 
airship. They show a cameraman 
descending in the car, but most of 
the views would indicate that the 
camera boys remaining on the ship 
did most of the work. 


When the fictional name Prof. 
Tugwell used to -xssociate with 
patent medicines of the faker class, 
turned out to be that of a reputable 
chemist in New York, Paramount 
gave over more footage and let the 
Department of Agriculture do some 
explaining currently. 

In its war against kidnapers, the 
Luxer through Paramount, got 
statements from two Chicago vic- 
tims during their interview by 2 
detective. Both houses had the 
USC-Stanford game; Italy’s sailor 
memorial, French lottery. Pathe got 
a statement from the James Roose- 
velts on their return to New York 
from Europe. Waly. 





the Georgia-Yale football game was 
good enough to have run longer. 
Wwaly. 





STATE, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 
There’s nothing in the current 
stage show to bring more than a 


medium reaction from an audience. 
Bill is pretty thin and show only 
runs 35 minutes. This is slated as 
the last week of stage shows and 
the spirit of defeatism is high. 

Best act is the Theodores, two 
men and woman dance team that 
opens with a smooth waltz and ap- 
pears later for a whip tango which 
winds up with some fake knife 
throwing. Girl’s oh-its-too-painful 
expression doesn’t help sell the per- 
formance. 

Tom Lomas troupe, recently at 
Grauman’s Chinese, are in deuce 
spot with their horse gag, to mild 
returns, and finale the show with 
their stilt act. 

Singing of the Albee sisters is 
hurt by the attempts at clowning 
of one of the quartet. Voice mix- 
ing is so-so but a tap dance encore 
gets across. 

Collette Lyons and Dave London 
are next to closing. Miss Lyons’ 
broad comedy is hampered by some 
familiar gags, but she gets hot with 
a pair of songs and a tap dance. 

No m. c. this week. Act intro- 
ductions are delivered through an 
offstage mike by Troy Orr, house 
p. a. Orchestra backs the acts with- 
out doing a specialty. Musicians 
need a baton-swinger in front of 
them. Newsreel, trailer and a Pete 
Smith short, ‘Fine Feathers,’ round 
out the bill. 

Feature is ‘Meet the Baron’ 
(Metro), which drew a strong house 
opening night. Leny. 


ALBEE, B’KLYN 


(Harold Stern Unit) 


There's a picture house unit here 
this week in place of the regular 
vaude, and a mighty good one. 
Forty-seven fast minutes of enter- 
taining by a group of capable ac- 
tors-and musicians which ought to 
be satisfactory to anyone. 

Talent lineup is headed by Har- 
old Stern’s orchestra and contains 
Gomez and Winona, Mitzi Mayfair 
and yertrude Niessen. Several 
other specialties by other people 
help. All of them are part of the 
regular Stern unit with the excep- 
tion of Miss Niessen, who was added 
for this week only. As it happens, 
she practically steals the show. 

Affair starts smartly with the 12 
bandsmen doing a trick orchestra- 
tion of ‘The Last Roundup.’ Stern 
waves the baton smartly, 
to mild calisthenics, not overdoing 
it and evidently having rehearsed 
his numbers so that he’s right on 
time with the boys. Tommy Smith, 
| drummer, does the announcing in 
| personable voice. 

Olyn Landric, female imperson- 
} ator, spotted here for a nice bit of 
i Clowning. 





inclined | 


of drag act, in a comedy vein but 
not as rough as the average. It’s 
the only comedy in the unit, which 
is the one fault to be found, and 
probably should come later. Gomez 
and Winona make their bow here 
in a neat dance number, followed 
by Mitzi Mayfair in one of her acro- 
batic knee bending, fast routines. 

Stern takes the fiddle for a solo 
and Smith follows with a song. 
Johnny Cook, another of the bands- 
man sings another song and Tommy 
Gott, one of the best trumpets, 
takes his horn up to mike for a few 
minutes. 

Gertrude Niessen is here for four 
numbers just about tied up the 
show. Miss Mayfair back for a fast 
dance and Gomez and Winona close 
with exceptionally fine bolero. Phil 
Fabello’s pitmen join in on the fin- 
ish of this number, giving the final 
spirals plenty forte musical accom- 
paniment. 

‘Only Yesterday’ (U) on the 
screen figured to do some pulling 
here, although Friday night (17) 
theatre more than half empty. 

Kauf. 


PANTAGES, L. A. 


Hollywood, Nov. 17. 
Dressing up three acts of vaude 
with an m. ec. and the Colleanette 
Ballet, Pantages offers its patrons 
neat entertainment. Acts and batict 


work in front of the band which 
comes up on the elevated orchestra 
pit, moves back on the stage. For 
the finale, entire bill gets on to the 
platform, goes down into the pit 
with the band, 

Gene Morgan handles the m. c’ing 
in good fashion, burlesking each act 
after it goes off. He lands neatly 
with a bit of magic following Jack 
Gwynn, magician. It’s a paper tear- 
ing manipulation with Morgan re- 
peating after Gwynn, produces a 
paper entirely different from the one 
he started on. 

Opening is ‘The Last Roundup’ by 
Slim Martin’s band. Ballet works 
with the combo to good effects. Five 
Pelley’s follow with a return bar 
act. Most of their work, however, 
is on the trampoline. Ballet follows 
with a straight toe routine. Gwynn 
next with five small illusions, all 
well sold. Magi is assidted by two 
girls. 

Donatella Brothers and Carmen 
close. Three boys and their sister 
still bring on mother and father for 
the finish. Elders play the shepard’s 
horn and tamborine, the ensemble 
giving a good flash. Carman’s two 
dances, tap and an_e acrobatic, 
helped out by the boys with two 
accordions and a clarinet are still 
the high spots of the act. 

‘Stage Mother’ (MGM) the fea- 
ture with a cartoon novelty and 
Universal news clips take care of 





His turn is a new type | (F ri.) 


the screen end of the performance. 
First performance opening day 
capacity downstairs. Call. 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


(Maxwell House Show Boat) 

This is the seventh anniversary 
week at the Broadway Par, and a 
dull proceeding it is. As with many 
another’ semi-official celebration, 
special eye to popular entertainment 
appeal is sacrificed here at the 
altar of dignity. 

With the debut of Dorothea Wieck 
starrer under the Paramount aegis 
in ‘Cradle Song,’ the show, if any- 
thing, should have been primed for 
hilarious contrast. Instead it’s too 
much in keeping with the stodgi- 
ness of the secular atmosphere 
which pervades the picture, and the 
rest of the show is along the same 
lines of conservatism. 

That’s why when the Afro-acro- 
dancers, Pops and Louie, do their 
chores, and Mitchell and Durant 
commit corporal punishment on one 
another, their impression is so rous- 
ing. The latter team was not only 
the outstanding clicker of the show, 
but its life-saver. 

Maxwell House Show Boat unit is 
the feature presentation sans Cap’n 
Henry (Charles Winninger), adver- 
tised but a last-minute drop-out 
through an Astoria, L. I., film as- 
signment. His agent, Pete Mack, 
unbilled, in simulated costume and 
wig, subs as a mild m. ¢. to intro- 
duce Pops and Louie (colored step- 
pers), Lanny Ross, Conrad Thibault, 
Molasses and January, Muriel Wil- 
son, Mitchell and Durant. The Bob 
Alton girls comprise the line. 
Charles Previn’s trench unionists 
shift to the stage to back up the 
presentation, 

As a unit it’s a hodge-podge due 
to sundry difficulties as reported 
elsewhere in the news columns, in- 
cluding legal attacks over the ‘Show 
Boat’ title, etc., culminating in the 
seasoned Winninger’s drop-out. 

Ross, Thibault and Miss Wilson 
are from the air and polite songsters. 
Molasses and January, nee Pick and 
Pat, also in the regular Thursday 
night Maxwell coffee radio show, 
sandwich in some bright cross-talk. 
The others are added starters. 

Even the overture under the usu- 
ally dynamic Charles Previn’s ba- 
ton, while packing lustre, lacked 
sock. It was a Beethoven potpourri, 
embellished with vocal ensemble 
and soloists. 

The newsreel sought to fleetingly 
review the big news events from 
1927, embracing the history of the 
Par’s existence. A special screen 
was utilized to enhance the presen- 
tation. Biz fair opening nite. Abel. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


For some weeks now the original 
Roxy has been offering the 15-min- 


ute Billy Jones and Ernie Hare 
Tastyee Bread broadcast from its 
stage Monday and Friday evenings 
in addition to its regular show. And 
no chiseling noticeable in the regu- 
lar weekly unit built around Dave 
Schooler and his bandsmen, plus 
the house line of leg-lifters. 

Thus, on either Monday or Friday 
night there's something on the 
house with no tilt in prices, Folks 
must come at 8:15 p.m. or earlier 
to take advantage of the 15 minutes 
extra stage fare, which goes out 
from the Roxy stage on the WOR 
wires and plugs both makers of the 
bread and the show at this theatre. 

Seats were not altogether at a 
premium Friday evening as the 
Jones-Hare program got under way, 
but pretty close to it and must 
mean a fairly good increase Mon- 
days and Fridays over the previous 
average business of those days. 

Broadcasts are a novelty, for one 
thing, even if the quarter-hour 
period may not be so high in en- 
tertainment value, as occurred Fri- 
day eve. On that appearance, Jones 
and Hare were obviously handi- 
capped by weak material. Their 
vocal work and geniality always 
seems to register okay, a song 
around cheese this week figuring as 
the best thing. DGecause of the time 
requirements, the announcer who 
began a gag for the audience, 
stopped in the middle to let Jones 
and Hare go on at 8:15 sharp, con- 
tinuing the gag for the finish after 
the wires to WOR had been dead- 
ened. 

Current show runs an hour fiat. 
It also runs to the big top type of 
sight fare, including two good at- 
tractions of that character, the 
Danwills and Lucita Leers. Dan- 
wills open in what is undeniably 
one of the best acrobatic acts of its 
kind, notable for the teeter board 
catapult into a four-high and the 
three-man buildup from the floor 
without aid of springboard. 

Miss Leers precedes the finale, at 
the other end of the unit, in her 
trapeze performance, topped by a 
number of revolulions on the 
nickeled bar in an exhibition of en- 
durance. Miss Leers was one of 
the featured attractions with the 
Ringling show. 

Phil Regan, who has an air fol- 
lowing together with a voice that 
appeals, headlines the stage unit. 
He offers four numbers, a medley 
of tunes he has caroled to the 
microphones. For comedy the house 


relies on a rube Arkansas team, 
Ralph and Elmer, who are funny 
enough not to worry at nights, slap- 
stick dancing trio of Smith, Rogers 
and Eddy. 


Girls are on several] times, best 





as king's 
the close. 

Schooler lips a big buildup for 
one scene, a thin but flowery spring- 
like perspective as background for 
one of the numbers by the line, but 


guards which draws up 


the audience didn't think it so 
startling when unfolded. 

In addition to the feature, ‘In- 
visible Man’ (U), house has two 


shorts on its program, ‘Pirates of 
the Deep’ (Educ), a regulation nov- 


elty shot silently, and a Mickey 
Mouse, ‘Mickeys Nightmare’ (UA). 
Char. 


PITT, PITTSB’G 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 10. 

Current layout is a dancing night- 
mare. Booking department appar- 
ently had an unfortunate tryst with 
terpsichore and whole bill is a huge 
chunk of timesteps and buck-and- 
wings. With just a little variety, 
something to relieve the monotony, 
it wouldn’t have been a bad pro- 
gram. 

How anybody could have muffed 
this one so badly is a mystery. 
There isn’t a turn in the whole lay- 
out of seven acts that doesn’t go 
in for legmania, and as if that’s not 
enough, there are two flash acts in 
the lineup that are strictly dance 
without a bit of patter or comedy to 
relieve the tedium. 

Good acts fare just as poorly as 
bad ones in booking muffs like 
these, and that’s the unfortunate 
part of it. Late turns that should 
have had ‘’em pounding their fists 
met with indifference because cus- 
tomers by that time were fed up 
with ankle breakers and high kick 
artists. 

There are a couple of first-rate 
turns, such as the veterans, Bayes 
and Speck, and Biglo and Long, but 
most of the others are sad. 

Proceedings start with St. Clair 
Sisters and O’Day, who contribute 
some trick bicycle stuff. It’s good, 
too, with one gal’s cakewalk on a 
single wheeler a socko. For a filler 
one of the girls does some contor- 
tionist stuff. No. 2 spot filled by 
Loma Worth. Her ability to play a 
dozen instruments satisfactorily if 
not too efficiently makes for fairly 
good flash, and even she took time 
off to click away a tap dance. 

Harry J. Conley followed with his 
characterization of hick slicker. 
Started off in A-1 fashion and made 
the fatal mistake of sticking around 
too long, ruining what otherwise 
might have been a fairly solid turn. 
With elimination of anywhere from 
five to seven minutes, Conley would 
be a cinch, even though he doesn’t 
have a punch in the bag. Assisting 
him are two men and a girl, with 
latter coming on late for a song 
and, yes, more dancing. 

Biglo and Long, couple of men on 
the order of Rome and Gaut, in 
No. 4 spot with a routine of comedy 
hoofing. Boys almost broke their 
necks to little more than a ripple, 
but it wasn’t their fault. ‘Footlight 
Revue,’ three women and two men, 
next with a flash act entirely in the 
dance tradition, including every- 
thing from ballroom to skating bal- 
let. Nothing particularly striking 
about the quintet. They’re all ef- 
ficient hoofers. 

Bayes and Speck next to closing, 
and even they go in for a bit of 
stepping. They’ve been around here 
time and again and still strong de- 
spite that their turn has been al- 
tered little in years. Boys, espe- 
cially one with the low comedy pan, 
keep up the merriment constantly 
and walk off to bill's best hand, 
even if this particular bill’s best 
hand isn’t any too good. For a 
closer, there’s another dance flash, 
‘Melody Cruise,’ played in front of 
a nautical drop and with six girls 
hornpiping it in sailor flaps. All of 
it pretty ordinary. 

Picture, ‘Flaming Gold’ (Radio). 
Opening day matinee trade not too 
hot. Indicating a light week. 

Cohen. 


Loew’s, Canton 


Canton, Nov. 15. 
Vaudfilm policy, first at Loew’s 
here in more than three years is 
catching on nicely, biz getting bet- 


ter with each succeeding bill, and 
standees Saturdays and Sundays. 
Most of the acts are ordinary, but 
patrons forget this, when an occa- 
sional headliner tops a bill. Five 
acts and film feature still the policy. 

Charlie Foy, bearing considerable 
resemblance to his father, headlines 
the current bill. He brings a troupe 
of funny-looking stooges in a com- 
edy act, which goes well in the cen- 
ter spot. Foy imitates his dad, and 
uses the stooges to good advantage 
in a pleasing 15 minutes of tom- 
foolery. 

Roisman’s Alabamians, snappy 
five plece jazz band, more versatile 
than the average stage band of this 
size, goes in strong for comedy and 
features an attractive dancer in 
some exceptional athletic numbers. 

Bill Aronson impersonates a 
dozen or so of the betier known ra- 
dio personalities with interesting 
fidelity. Waller and Lee have a neat 
girl and boy patter act, although 
some of their gags are a bit off 
color. Cello does some nimble foot 
juggling to open. 

Film is ‘Way to Love’ (Par}. 








IMPERIAL, TORONTO 


Toronto, Nov. 17. 

With Imperial tossing out re- 
putedly stereotyped stage presen- 
tations and replacing these by at- 
mospheric prologs, Jack Arthur in- 
augurates the new policy with a 
workman-like job that pleased the 
class trade. Feature film is ‘Henry 
VIII’ (UA) and stage motif held 
little difficulty. It’s in the style of 
‘Merrie England,’ set in one full- 
stage set, a tavern interior in the 
Tudor architectural style, solidly 
staged and well-lighted. 

Outstanding is the fact that mu- 
sic and incidental dialog for this 
18-minute stage offering are by 
Horace Lapp, leader of the perma- 
nent pit band. Lyrics are by Jack 
Arthur. Danny Dare is credited 
with the dances in which 12 of the 
former 16-girl house line are used. 
Mallabars have done the costumes. 
Only anachronistic touch is the 
beef-eater. This colorful person- 
age was not introduced to the Eng- 
lish scene until after the Tudor re- 
gime had vanished. Set by Jack 
Arthur. 

Despite snow flurries and severe 
drop in temperature, there were 
lobby standouts and the barrier 
ropes were across for the first time 
in many weeks. Admitted that 
‘Henry VIII’ (UA) was the draw. 
It’s definitely a holdover for another 
week. Definitely booked after the 
expected ‘Henry VIII’ holdover are 
Ben Bernie, Amos ’n’ Andy’ and the 
‘Student Prince’ tab from the Wil- 
liam Morris office. 

‘Merrie England’ prolog runs 18 
minutes. Approximately sixty sing- 
ers and dancers on stage for finale. 
Jack Arthur has gone to the Men- 
delssohn Choir for the warblers, 
principals being George Lambert, 
Colleen Woodward, Gladstone 
Brown, Ruthleen McDonald, Nancy 
Aldcroft and Ann Carrol. Finale 
has the group of 60 rushing out to 
see the execution of Anne Boleyn 
as lights dim and into ‘Henry VIII.’ 
Feature film here runs 94 minutes. 
Lured by the claim that this is the 
greatest British cinematic produc- 
tion, Lieutenant-Governor Bruce 
and party took their places in flag- 
draped boxes as representatives of 
His Majesty the King. Laying of 
red carpets and arrival of the en- 
tourage didn’t hurt business. 

McStay. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 16. 

Okay stage fare, the only weak- 
ness being the need of one more act. 
Running 54 minutes, there is a bit 
too much padding in a unit that 
contains only two turns and de- 
pends on the band and girls to fill 
in the rest. 

Orchestra opens proceedings with 
what Georgie Stoll announces is the 
first rendition of ‘Creole Rhapsody’ 
by a white band. A good horn solo 
is an asset here. Followed by a 
novel production number, which has 
been done at the old Roxy. Girls 
are in nifty evening gowns and pull 
them up to reveal men’s figures in 
the lining. Got across. 

Frank Conville scores so socko 
with his clownery that he can be 
moved up to next-to-closing and 
hold the more important’ spot 
handily. Does some good hoofing, 
is foiled by Sunny Dale effectively 
ané hits hard with his Minsky strip 
teaser and his Chaplin imitation. 

Band backs Bobby Sherwood in 
a Louis Armstrong take-off that is 
pleasing. Demarest and Sibley fol- 
low for some amusing voice and 
piano byplay. At the opening show, 
with a razzing collegiate bunch 
down front. Rube Demarest made 
the mistake of trying to placate the 
youths with a speech about treat- 
ing Miss Sibley ‘like you’d want 
your sister or sweetheart treated.’ 
Up to that point the boys were all 
with the funny Mr. Demarest and 
he should have traded gags with 
them. Act has some hearty comedy 
moments and Miss Sibley’s first 
number smacks across’ strong. 
Second one can be speeded up some 
since it slows the show right at the 


finish. Band is sour on the finale 
chorus number, which includes a 
stiff walk-on-for-a-bow routine 


from the principals. 
Big biz for ‘Duck Soup’ 
first afternoon. 


(Par), 
Leny. 


MET, BROOKLYN 


Hard by the Brooklyn bridge, on 
the easterly side of it, Loew’s pride 
and joy, its first run Metropolitan 
looks across the river to the charms 
of Broadway, if it has any left, from 
box office this week. That’s be- 
cause the house tries its luck with 
‘Broadway Thru a Keyhole’ (UA). 

The Saturday afternoon influx 
was not as heavy as the average 
downtown Brooklyn first run ac- 
comodates the last p. m. of the week, 





but Saturday hardly ever is cri-| 


terion here. 


There are but four acts on the 


show, but adding them up on en-/” 


tertainment value, they surpass in 
both quality and measure most five 
and six-acters. This is largely due 
to Jack Sidney’s Samples, a revue 
unit of several specialty ac 
worked and still could 


] do sc 
in vaude. The Sidney tura runs 35 


nave 





ts that] 


oo aie 


minutes, thus making 
ference in time. 


It has about all that a revue of 
its type should have, 
variety 
by a talented company of artists. | 


They are Wilbur Hall, Stewert Sis- | 
ters, Bertie Dean, Hal Menken and 


Annette Ames, as well as Sidney 
himself, whose baritone solo gets 
there nicely. 

Both Eddie Garr and John 
Fogarty are known over here, as | 
indicated by the ovations on en-| 


trance by each. Fogarty, with his 
substantial air following, plays sec- 
ond and Garr third, the Sidney unit 
closing. The two singles split the 
applause returns at the first Sat- 
urday mat. 

Carrying his own pianist, Eddie 
Weber, the Irish tenoring Fogarty 
appeared in his best form at the 
show caught. He hews closely to 
the line of Irish melodies to which 
his voice and personality are par- 
ticularly suited, if not his bell- 
clear diction, but mixes in enough 
of the other brand of pop ditties to 
give both relief and balance. 

Garr’s classic stew and the impres- 
sions of Wynn, Durante, Chevalier, 
Vallee and others are all this clever 
young mimic needs, but he isn't 
satisfied with just that and carries 
some lip material that lands well. 

Hustrai Troupe (New Acts) in- 
cept the proceedings. They are do- 
ing the Wallenda wire act virtually 
in its entirety, but the presentation 
isn't quite as finished. One differ- 
ence is that the act carries a clown 
who gets a few laughs from the 
kids, 

Usual MHearst-Metrotone News 
and Loew trailers, which never seem 
to have the class of other houses. 

Char. 





PARAMOUNT, B’KLYN 


Lots of good entertainment 
wrapped up in the current stage 
shindig, but the way they had it 


paced at the Saturday matinee took 
the edge off more than one item and 
made for a draggy hour or so, Show 
has Georgie Price doubling from 
songs to m.c., in formal evening 
toggery and everything. 


As an m.c. Price doesn’t stack up 
as resourceful, and his lack was in 
a major degree responsible for the 
snail-like tempo of the affair. Price 
could have used up some of his m.c. 
time to advantage with more sing- 
ing. 

Stage proceedings take place be- 
fore a single setting, attractively 
confected to represent a corner of 
one of the more publicized Holly- 
wood nite spots, the Cocoanut 

yrove. House combo functions this 
week as part of the general niterie 
scene with Stan Myers, also the 
regular m.c., in command. Myers 
also gets a lick at warbling and 
stepping during one of the produc- 
tion numbers and does nicely 
enough in either department with 
the blonde assigned him for the 
duet, House line of 24 girls in this 
same number comported itself in 
Slickly trained fashion. 


At the fore-end of the presenta- 
tion’s routine the Libonati Trio 
whip heaps of melody out of the 
xylophones and also show some- 
thing snappy in the way of eccen- 
tric hoofing. Rio Bros, gather the 
giggles with their schnozzola entry 
and continue to keep ’em diverted 
with both clowning and precision 
shuffling. Other attention-holding 
contributions come from Dorothy 
Crooker, control dancer, and Georges 
Campos, tumbling clown, 


‘Cradle Song’ (Par) tops the film 
card. Business at the Saturday 
matinee was light. Odec. 


_—- 


FISHER, DETROIT 


Detroit, Nov. 20. 

A policy that is neither fish nor 
fowl is being tried out here. Using 
& one-act vaude skit or something 
similar to run around 30 minutes. 
This week one scene is used from 
George Kelly’s ‘The Show Off,’ 
played by a cast of four. 


Company used in stock is called 
the Jewell Players. They’re from 
a minor local radio station, WXYZ. 
Tie-up is good bally for the sta- 
tion, but can’t go far as entertain- 
ment. Current skit, which is the 
second one presented, runs 33 mins. 
and has them yawning plenty. With 
the most comfortable seats in town, 
this type of play is an invitation 
for slumber. 

While the current play Is better 
than the opening week production, 
it is plenty out of date for modern 





picture theatre audiences. Using a 
trite situation for its few laughs, 
a toupee is supposed to roll them 


in the aisles but fails to hit the 
mark, 


up the dif-/ WINTER GARDEN, N.Y. 


Those promoters of the Winter 


including @/| Garden Sunday night vaude shows 
of entertainment dispensed | should know by this time that it's 


not easy to fool even a small part 
of the public for long on a $2.75 
top. House was hardly more than 
one-third filled Sund night (1%) 
despite such attractions as Helen 
Morgan, Al Trahan Rosita and 
Ramon and the Slate Brothers. 
Others included Jack Powell, Sid 


Marion, Cy Landry, Violet, Ray and 
Norman, besides Hector and his 


pups. Harry Hershfield m.c.’s. 
Another act is the Three Rhythm 
Rhodes, only one which has no 


written record of any previous ap- 
pearance. 

Easy to figure from the layout of 
talent that the show had merit, 
Trahan, of course, the finest for 
actual enthusiastic interest with the 
Slate Brothers an easy second along 
the same line. 

Rosita and Ramon backed by 
their Argentine band being spotted 
in like an act in a benefit perform- 
ance, suffers from bad placement. 

Hershfield tried to gag away the 
fact that he did not know which act 
was coming next, which spells 
plenty why these W. G. shows won't 
be here much longer. Hershfield 
himself is okay although repetitious. 
It’s his second week and one thing 
that’s likable about Hershfield is 
that he doesn’t presume to be an 
actor. Just a story teller. 

It was a break, of course, that a 
laugh act like Trahan’s finished the 
first half and that the Slate 
Brothers finaled. That left the au- 
dience, as meager as it was, exiting 
on both halves in a pleasant frame. 

No celebrity introductions from 
the audience when caught. One rea- 
son is that none were in the audi- 
ence. Other is that the extensive 
free list with which the thing started 
around a month ago, has been 
kayoed. 

One peculiar characteristic noticed 
about Hershfield’s work is that he 
keeps reminding the audience about 
benefits played or to be played. 
Sounded offside when he excused 
Helen Morgan's brief appearance by 
the remark that she was compelled 
to hurry off to a benefit somewhere, 

That’s hardly a crack to make at 
$2.75 cash customers. Shan, 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Nov. 19. 

Widespread interest in show bust!- 
ness over the new State-Lake policy 
is backed up by actual gross re- 
ceipts and evidence. At the close 
of the first show Sunday there was 
a lobby holdout. At every other 
theatre in the loop the box offices 
were shrouded in loneliness. Policy 
shapes up in detail like this: 

Price: No question that the click 
of this house is dependent on its 
show at the right price. Prices from 
20c. to 40c. Offer a man, wife and 
child admission for $1. 

Pictures: By fact of the B.&K, 
control of the loop the State-Lake 
is forced to play second run or 
slough first run pictures. Strangely 
it becomes apparent that pictures 
turned down by both Balaban & 
Katz and RKO are entirely suitable 
for this house. Second runs are no 
detriment to the standing of the 
box office. State-Lake has a family 
following—people who might ordi- 
narily wait for the picture in 
neighborhoods. Of course the house 
would be getting a better break if it 
could obtain top notch first-run 
product. Point is, though, that the 
lower priced second runs still allow 
this house to operate at a high rate 
of profit. 

Operation: House operates at an 
average overhead without the show 
of about $7,000 weekly. Vaude for 
seven acts and a line of girls runs 
between $3,000 to $4,000 weekly. 
House carries an m.c. and 12 men in 
the pit who double to the stage. 
There is a production manager and 
dance director, Charles Niggemeyer. 
Band and girls get changes of cos- 
tume weekly. Presentation half gets 
new drapings. Operation total on 
the house runs from $11,000 to $12,- 
000. Average gross since opening 
has been $16,000-$17,000. 

Policy: Feature picture and seven 
acts of vaude, a line of girls. Stage 
part divided in two parts; the open- 
ing running straight four acts of 
vaude. Pitmen then double to the 
stage for a presentation session, 
giving a band flash, a line of 16 
girls, m.c., and three additional acts. 
Question as to the physical shifting 
of band from pit to stage without 
a bad wait. Usually the fourth or 
last act on the vaude half is an act 
in ‘one,’ such as Frank DeVoe this 
week. At conclusion of his act he 
can shoot a line of comedy chatter 
or perhaps the m.c., who is Al Kvale 
currently, comes on for some com- 
edy crossfire. Consumes about two 





| 
} 


| 


Future productions announced 
include playlets this group have 
been doing on the air. But policy, 
while an interesting experiment, has 
lfar to go t be classed as amuse- 
ment. Only d point of the ex- 
iperiment is the fact that only the 
[salaries of the players and cost of 
'a drop are added to nut of the 
use No orchestra or extra stage 

hands, 
George Trendle also owns the - 
station. Lee. 


or three minutes and keeps the 
show running for the change-over. 

Presentation: Second stage half 
is made almost necessary, due to 
the current lack of big flash acts. 
The presentation makes up for that. 
Flash presentation with the girls 
doing two big numbers, with the 
band, all go to make up a punch 


that looks like a lot for the money. 
Girls get two changes of costumes. 
Production: 


Entire show is pro- 
duced, and that takes in every act. 
All turns are dressed by Niggee 

(Continued o1 page 37) 
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, — — Siccranabhensanie : 
BEN BLUE ‘ON AND OFF THE AIR’ 
*Here Comes Flossie’ Musical Novelty 
Cc d 18 Mins. 
ome y Audubon, N. Y. 
vt Mins. Universal 
Strand, N. Y. a - 
’ ‘ This is a Mentone production, In- 
a Vita. No. 1615-6 : _.| dependently made, taken for distri- | 
First of = OSes of two-reelers | bution by Universal. It employs aj} 
Ben Blue is making for Warner large and capable cast headed by 
Bros. He followed it up with a seC- | Nick Lucas. While it has missed 
ond and then got a contract for) ,,nortunities to be better than it is, 


four more this year and a string of 
six in 1934-5. 
the contract on the strength of this 
one, but after the second had been 
acreened. 

Blue is distinctly at disad- 
vantage in ‘Here Comes Flossie’ 
which has him on a farm as a rube, 
a character that’s not entirely his 
meat, and calls upon him to work 
Aituations out of which no comedian 
could squeeze any but perfunctory 
Jaughs. 

Script obviously lightweight and 
offers little opportunity to Blue or 
anyone else. The director, Ray Mc- 
Carey, has the comedian out of 
«loseups throughout. 

Janet Keade is the girl and okay. 


a 





Fred Harper, as a rube, is excel- 
lent and Shemp Howard, former 
Healy stooge, okay. Char. 

JANET READE 
*The Mild West’ 
Skit 
2 Mins. 


Strand, N. Y. | 
Vita. No. 1582-3 

Fairly amusing saga of the mud 
prairie country of the old days 
whose women finally go in for face- 
lifting and rejuvenation in order to 
lay siexe to the man they’ve rivaled 
for since faro evenings. Songs of 
a fitting character, specially writ- 
ten, are woven into the travesty, 
Janet Reade getting assistance on 
the vocalistics from Paul Keast. 

Short unfolds on a western bar- 
room of pioneer times with al) the 
fixings in the way of gun gym- 
nastics and jealousy between two 
women. One, Miss Reade, is the 
operator of the joint. She inten- 
tionally loses not only her place but 
nerself to Gentleman Joe in order to 
eucher the other girl (Olive Borden) 
out of the way. Latter vows she'll 
take Joe away some day and after a 
long lapse of time, with Miss Reade 
and her Joe now gray-haired and 
eettled down, the girl shows up with 
her face lifted to snatch her oppor- 
tunity. She runs away to the big 
town with Joe, the other woman 
following for the same modern 
treatment, thereupon winning Joe 
back, 

Miss Reade, photographing well, 
does a number in the barroom se- 
quence, ‘I Take ‘Em Every Time’ 
and near to the close another in 
the night club stretch. Keast does 
‘Westward Ho’ and mixes into the 
finale with Miss Reade. 

In the beauty parlor sequence 
girls in dance routines of an agree- 
able nature routined with a view 
to novelty. Char. 


HARRY WARREN 
Musical Novelty 
9 Mins. 
Strand, N. Y. 
Vita. No. 1544 

Harry Warren came to Warners’ 
attention with Al Dubin, through 
‘42nd Street’ tunes, and out of it all 
bloemed the idea of putting War- 
ren into a shorts novelty based on 
hit songs he has composed. Hence, 
@n agreeable nine-minute subject 
produced with more than just a 
piano and backdrop. 

Building an apartment or intimate 
speak setting around him—it could 
be either of the two—Warren lurks 
behind the ivories playing bits of 


numbers carrying his name and 
joining, in a minor measure, the 
yocalistics attendant upon _ their 


presentation. Most of the singing 
is by a prima, a male trio and oth- 
ers who also provide atmosphere. 
A mixed dance team appears to- 
ward the end. 

Warren winds up with ‘Flower 
Waltz’ from ‘Golddiggers’ and ‘42nd 
Street’ from the picture of that 
name, finale becoming a cut from 
that tunefilm. 

Warren appears a little camera 
shy at times but that’s a composer's 


George Bickel. 
pattern 
to his son’s. marriage, but is talked 
into meeting the daughter’s mother. 
They 
auto 
stage for a rough and tumble, dur- 
ing which the young couple elope. 


lentertaining capacity of the subject 
W.B. did not hand out} & J ety j 


is sufficient to insure its favorable 
audience reaction. 

Considerable comedy relief goes 
with the singing, musical and other 
type numbers which are worked into 
the short as though broadcast. 

At the opening a high-pressure 
salesman is trying to induce a board 
of directors, a comic lot, of the value 
of advertising their soap suds on the 
air. Opinion seems divided, but the 
board agrees to a trial, and the 
broadcast goes on from the home of 
one of the officials, whose two med- 
dlesome kids upset the program. 
Novel twist comes when one of the 
directors tunes in on the program, 
only to lose it and get in on some 
other hour which he mistakes for 
the one his company is backing. 
This all happens when the kids dis- 
connect the wires. 

As a result the action switches 
from the stuttering announcer on 
the soan suds hour to bits by others, 
such as Leon Belasco and his band; 
Hizi Koyke, Oriental prima donna; 
Eddie Garr in his Wynn and Che- 


valier impressions; Nick Lucas, with 


his songs; Adelaide Hall in a hot 
number, ete. One number by a lit- 


tle girl sitting on a piano stands 
out. Char. 
LEAVE !T TO DAD’ 
Comedy 
20 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 
Educational 
Of the Mermaid = series with | 


Follows a familiar 


of the father who objects 


advance through an 
and that sets the 


meet in 
collision, 


Parents give chase, muss up the 
seenery and passing traffic and wind 
up by getting married instead of the 
youngsters, 

Nothing new but the business is 
well worked up, and it can get by 
in most places where they are not 
so particular, Chie, 


‘LUNCHEON AT TWELVE’ 

With Charley Chase 
Comedy 
20 Mins. 
Rivoli, N. Y. 

Metro 

Charley Chase’s particular brand 
of lunacy is hoked up quite a bit 
with the Laurel and Hardy sort of 
clothes-ruining. White paint used 
instead of soap-suds. When the 
painting is over, the characters are 


| splattered head to foot with an un- 


| 


even coat of white. It will convulse 
‘em in Keokuk probably. 

Chase has a following and a style. 
A certain buoyancy of humor keeps 
this from degenerating into the silli- 
ness that the usual Hollywood at- 
tempts along parallel lines produce 
Picture ends in complete dementia 
when the painters, the garbage man, 
the butler and other servants min- 
gle with the guests in a topsy-turvy 
dancing party. Land. 





‘FAST FINGERS’ 
Sketch 
10 Mins. 
Mayfair, N. Y. 

Columbia 

First of a series based om the 
Fordney crime problems syndicated 
vy the dailies, 

Fordney is approached by a re- 
porter, starts to tell him the story 
of the crime, which is acted out, 
as in the old Burns series. There 
is a 10-second pause and the spec- 
tator is supposed to figure the an- 
swer or be considered slow. Then 
the answer is also@Aicted out. 

Good where the series is popular, 
but not apt to be regarded as hot 
entertainment by non-enthusiasts. 
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The Woman’s Angle 





‘Blood Money’ (UA). Although a 
terest every minute. 
*Midshipman Jack’ (Radio). 


antics of the young. 


For 


Much of it takes place at 


gangster picture this one holds in- 


A true comeback for George Bancroft. 


the 


1 
“A 


and old, who enjoy 
the Naval Academy 


the young 


Annapolis and even the Middies should like it. 


‘From Headquarters’ (WB). 
via a flash-back murder mystery. 
footage and so femme appeal fades 

‘Little Women’ (Radio). All the 
will be enchanted. Its sincere!ls 
to the family trade. 


"The Invisible Man’ (U). Nove! 


yalidity of its atmosphere and incidental chai 


wral humor. First class entertainme 


Crime 
Technical 


and tenderly 


sejenece 


of the 


Jaboratory 


usurp 


detection as a 


details most 


knewn the book 


nt 


matrons who have 


wrourht sentime a boon 


Suspr nseful shocker, dignified AY the 
‘acters, and relieved by nat 
nt.for fernine thriller addicts 
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‘Eskimo’ (MG). Native Ar 
ie east production with igloo 
whoopee variations but not 


spfficiently hotcha to spell b.o. 


‘Little Women’ (Radio). Su- 
perb sereen rendering of 
Louisa Aleott’s old story of a 
long past day. Captures and 
holds adult interest, but 
whether the younger element 
will go for its sombre senti- 


ment only experience will tell, 
‘Invisible Man’ (U). A chill- 
er that’s different and refresh- 


in, besides gruesome. Well 
made and full of intentional 
and unintentional laughs. 
Should do well. 

‘Cradle Song’ (Par). Inaus- 
picious debut entry for 


Dorothea Wieck as a Holly- 
wood star. Too secular for 
pop appeal. 

‘Blood Money’ (UA). George 
Bancroft in a better-than-av- 
erage Bancroft underworlder. 

‘From Headquarters’ (WI). 
Fntertaining and, by virtue of 


an inside on .-modern police 
methods, interesting murder 
mystery. But will have to 


work hard to get its just due 
at the bowxoffice. 

‘Midshipman Jack’ (Radio). 
Fine views of Annapolis, but 
searcely enough plot to hold 
real interest. May draw in 
the hinterland. 

‘White Woman’ Par). Bro 
midie South Sea stuff. Despit« 
good cast names is lesser mi - 
terial and seems best for dua! 
bills. 








| the Astor, 


, other white players. 


‘By Appointment Only’ 
(Chesterfield). Middle aged 
man falls in love with his 
voung ward. No novel touches 
to redeem a slowly paced re- 
hash. Marquee names but 
that’s all. 

‘Ship of Wanted Men 
(Showmen). The girl on the 
hell ship with Fred Kohler and 
capital support. All right if : 
stays in the lower channels. 

‘One Year Later’ (Allied). 
Good cast and story. ought to 
get a break in the nabes. 


ESKIMO 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer production und re- 
lease. Directed by W. S. Van Dyke. Hunt 
Stromberg associate producer. From the 
books, “Der Eskimo’ and ‘Die Fiucht Ins 
Weisse Land’ by Peter Freuchen; adapta- 
tion, John Lee Mahin; camera, Clyde De- 
vinna, Josiah Roberts, George Nogle. At 
N. Y., twice daily, $2.20 top, 
commencing Nov. 14. All native cast with 
the exceptions of the author, Freuchen, and 
Van Dyke, who does a bit, plus a couple of 
Running time, 120 











mins. 

Sex life among the Msquimaux 
may be a highly interesting screen 
document, but it doesn’t impress as 
particularly palatable cinematurgy 
for purposes of box office. It is in- 
teresting in almost every other re- 
spect. If the standards of novelty 
and the dare to be different count 
for anything it should emerge on 
the right side of the ledger, except- 
ing that Occidentals are curiously 
partial to the woes and joys of their 
kind. What strength of nostalgia, 
amour or venom that the red, yel- 
low, or black man experience may 
be sympathetically accepted fleet- 
ingly, but as the central thesis that’s 
something else again. 

Igloo life in the Arctics for the 
| mass film mind is as unappealing as 
the title, ‘Eskimo.’ The label mili- 
tates against any and all yeoman 
efforts by the exploitation depart- 
ment in selling this picture away 
from the frozen north locale. Efforts 
to inject anything else are chilled by 
that ‘Eskimo’ tab. 

Yet the film holds a lot. There 
is adventure and the basic elements 
of struggle for existence. There are 
sympathetic leads and _ villainous 
menaces. There is a caribou stam- 
pede, a hand-to-hand fight with a 
polar bear, another life struggle 
with a wolf, the walrus hunt, a fight 
with the Arctic elements, a whaling 
hunt and a thawing of ice floes that 
are beautifully caught for the screen 
and certain to command consider- 
able attention. 

Mala, the male Jead, turns in a 
swell performance. The two femme 
leads, one particularly a looker, are 
excellent, and both suggest a trek 
to Hollywood away from the Arc- 
tics—in truth the souvenir booklet 
confesses that much of the frigid- 
aire east has already had its bap- 
tism of cactus and palm trees for 
the added seenes, process shots, 
ete, 

The 
heavy, 


sive the 


all 
by 


native, 
Peter 


east is 
played 


hooks ‘Eskimo’ is adapted. W. &. 
Van Dyke also essays a bit as a 
Canadian Mountie official, and th¢ 





ship’s crew, other mounties and hits 
are played by Caucasions. The 
femmes also turn in corking peor- 
trayals whether the mecoy as na- 
tives or not. 

i The old-fashioned screen title is 
itilized to eanvev the story isAImNst 
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a background of native linguistic | essence of flesh and blood re;lir,, 
action. That in itself is a bright It's as though somebody put Litt}. 
idea and adds much to impress the] Lord Fauntleroy on the stage as 
'sincerity and authenticity of the un- | real human kid instead of an jiy- 
| dertaking. The photography, credit- | possible cherub in tight velys 
led te a battery of three, holds | breeches and a lace collar. 
j}enonugh to permit lens honors for Story is full of tearfully sen- 
all; it’s grand stuff. ;mental passages, but the) 
The theme is novel to say the@|managed with beautiful restrain: 
i least: unmoral—according to Cau There is the heavily tearful ey 
easian standards—but not immoral.|sode of Beth's sickroom scene. j 
If one brave Eskimo confesses to|} whieh the pathetic possibilities «y+ 
his friend that he ‘has had 20 sleep- [realized to the last extreme by hye 
ings without wife,’ it’s nothing for|regid restriction of obvious ac ing 
the other Mskimo to lend him one/as tenderly moving a picture «s F 
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Ireuehen, ; 
the author, from whose two German 


or both of his squaws for the night. 
Yet when the cheating skipper of 
the trading vessel abuses one of 
Mala’s wives. je harpoons him in 
venyeance as he would any other 
scavenger. 

Then come the Canadian North- 
west Mounted Police who have es- 
tablished an outpost in that deserted 
area. to impress the standards of 
the Crown on the natives who seem 


to know no other allegiance than 
that of their stomachs. This lat- 
ter equation has made Mala the 


head man of his village; Mala is a 
fine hunter and surefire on harpoon- 
ing enough whale, caribou, walrus, 
ete., to last the entire community 
through the bitter winters. 

‘Eskimo’ unreels in 120 minutes 
at the Astor. Too much. It will 
have to be cut, and there’s room 
enough for that, although, strangely 
enough, the lengthy footage doesn’t 
bore as might be expected. Obvious- 
ly in a reserved seat house ‘Eskimo’ 
has a better chance than in pop re- 
lease. AS a& commercial venture, 
Metro may come out all right in 
view of the non-Hollywood budget- 
ed overhead. Iiven counting the 
cost of the expedition’s trek and 
the year and a half consumed that’s 
nothing compared to the average 
cost production out of Culver City. 
What's more ‘Mskimo’ may even fool 
Inany and emerge a freak click, al- 
theugh that seeins unlikely. Abel. 


LITTLE WOMEN 


Radio Pictures production and release. 
Stars Katherine Hepburn. Directed by 
| George Cukor. Features Joan Bennett, 
| Paul Lukas, Frances Dee, Jean Parker, 
Edna May Oliver. Screen play by 
|Sarah Y. Mason and Victor Heerman, 
from the novel ot the same name by 
jLouisa M. Alcott; cameraman, Henry 
|Gerrard; film editor, Jack Kitchin. At 
Radio Citv Music Hall. N. Y¥., week Nov. 

16. Running time, 117 mins. 

OR Are Se > Pree Katherine Hepburn 
Da: Saalado'sx494 oh docccce +-.--Joan Bennett 
| RUG + SEOOP, 665 8506 000'oe eee Paul Lukas 
a é 6an ecevevscocccccccsess br rances Dee 

Ree creer rrr Jean Parker 

Aunt March...... Pecese KMdna May Oliver 

| Tee seceded Douglass Montgomery 

Mr Taurence....,.....Henry Stephenson 

PE  <svaseed eeeeeess Spring Byington 

Mr. March......sseeee.e----Samuel Hinds 

SEEN * wéawedsradbese cece Mabeb Colcord 

Brooke ...seecepeceess.Jonn Davis Lodge 

Mamie ...... ccccccecsss - N¥dIa Westman 


Anyone would like to predict for 
this intelligent, grown up rendition 
of the Louisa Aleott classic a box- 
office future..equal to its artistic 
merit. But these practical, hard 
boiled times do;not supply an es- 
pecially fortunate setting for the 
sedate. conteniplation of a house- 
hold of 19th»sCentury girls moving 
quietly to ladylike maturity. You can 
only wish ‘the’ venture wel) with 
certain repressed misgivings. 

Subject is beund to do good busi- 
ness. Presence at the head of the 
east of Katherme Hepburn insures 
as much, that. new. star being one 
of the most debated and provoca- 
tive figures on: the: current screen, 
but by the véry. nature of the story 
it seems doubtful that it can look 
for a signal commercial success of 
smash rating, although it 
subject to revival. 

On its artistic side it inspires 
raves and is ‘sure to contribute to 
the producer’s prestige among the 
discriminating film followers. Thus 
it classifies as a high spot among 
current .releases for the minority, 
but only another pretty costume 
play for the great generality, swect- 
ly sentimental in its appeal and 
for the younger generation a little 
dated, 

Like most of the books recom- 
mended for reading by boys and 
girls, this one is really addressed to 
grown-ups, the more mature the 
better for its appreciation. To the 
mature ‘Little Women’ is a _ pro- 
foundly moving history of youth 
and im this celluloid transcription 
its deeply spiritual values are re- 
vealed with a simple earnestness 
that capture and hold absorbed in- 
terest. 

There doesn’t occur a picture in 
recent tilm history produced with so 
uncompromising «a degree of sincer- 
ity, or one that so wholeheartedly 
aims at an honest realization of a 
significant novel of another era. It 
is utterly innocent oft studio de- 
vice and in seript treatment and 
detailed direction it leans backward 
in avoiding theatrical effect. Re- 
sult is a superbly human document, 
soinbre in tone, stately and slow in 
movement, but always eloquent in 


iis interpretations, 

Casting of Miss Hepburn as Jo 
is likely to provoke a cood deal of 
discussion. The eleetrie Kate dis- 
turbs the Aleott tradition. Hollw- 
wood eould have provide a a score 
of craceful, feminine Jos who would 
have satistied the preeonceived 
type But this actress ereates a 
new and stunningly vivid character: 
strips thfe Vietorian hoyden of her 
}TOO syrupy Loody-goodiness and en- 


dows the role withawkv 
rs t} it 


nfl’ VYoutn VETS nar makes thre 





/ Will more than 


is also} 





ardly engag- } 


quence as the screen has shown i» 


many a day. 

A notable company of standar:: 
screen names supports the stra) 
Joan Kennett, Frances Dee anv 


Jean Parker complete the feminin: 
quartet all playing with a persnas- 
ive charm that argues at once their 
troupership and the skill of the 
direction. Vaul Lukas contributes 
a characteristically portrait as Prot, 
Bhaer and Spring Byington, whe 
isn’t as often on the screen as she 
should be, is a conspicuous point 
of casting strength. 

Production is splendid on iis 
technical side and the script treat- 
ment is remarkably in the book’s 
mood, a really notable’ circum- 
stance. Adapted books, particularly 
those mellowed by long tradition 
are commonly lacking in this re- 
spect, Peusit 


THE INVISIBLE MAN 


Universal production and release. ies- 
tures Claude Rains, Gloria Stuart, \Villiaic 
Harrigan, Henry ‘Travers and Dwiley 
Digges. Directed by James Whale. l’ron 
novel by H. G. Wells; adaptation, ht. « 
Sheriff; photography, Arthur KEdeson. 4 
old Roxy, N. Y., week Nov. 17. Running 
time, 70 mins. 
The Invisible 
Flora Cranley 
Doctor Kemp. 
Doctor Cranley...cecccece: 
Mrs. Hall 
Mr. Hall 
‘hief 
Ln, SEL ET EEE EEE 
Chief of Detectives. --Dudley Digges 
Inspector Bird....+.seeeees+-Harry Stubbs 
Inspector Lane..... e+e++Donald Siuai 
Mit; Merle "To'tenhon 


. 
iain 
Stual 


On: Claude 
covese (zlori: 
ecccccee William Harrigar 
.-Henry ‘Travers 
-»-.-Una O’Conno 
eceeceee Yorrester Harvey 
eeeees+Holmes Herbert 
. KH. Clive 


see 
sceeereee eeeeeee 


eeeeee 40 


Jinagine a person being able to ce 
anything without being seen by the 
human eye. Add to that the chanee 
the man is a maniac, bent on ynu-- 
der. Mix it into a story that hus 
reasonable conviction, remember the 
theatrical license ‘something like 
this must demand, toss in a little 
love interest, and you have ‘Invis 
ible Man,’ a picture that develop: 
something new and refreshing ir 
film frighteners. 

Universal, which has shown a lil - 
ing for screamers, and had _ the 
nerve to put the first one over, is 
delivering something here which 
satisfy audiences. 
Chillers were sometime ago pre- 
sumed to have spent themselves as 


boxoffice. That may be true and 
therefore require urgent campaign- 


ing, but so far as entertainment 
value is concerned, ‘Invisble Man’ 
will take care of itself. 

The strangest character yet ve- 
ated by the screen roams through 
‘Invisible Man.’ Sometimes is 
seen, dressed and bandaged up into 
a fantastic, eerie-looking figure, ai 
other times he is moving through 
the action unseen. When not vis- 
ible his presence is imparted by a 
cleverly conceived and novel man- 
ner. At the same time this helps 
to enrich the picture with the manv 
iaughs it contains, some of them, 
perhaps, not iniended hy the proa- 
ducer, 

As the invisible madman is moy- 
ing around the negative reflects the 
things he does, such as rocking in a 
chair, smoking a cigarette, carrying 
something, opening doors, or sock- 
ing someone in the jaw with the im- 
pact felt rather than seen. In one 
scene when the invisible man makes 
an escape on a bicycle, the bike is 
viewed going down the street rider- 
less. 

Invisible wires figure along with 
the invisible actor in sueh scenes 
and often bring laughs. A majority 
of rib-tickling, as manifested by the 
Roxy audience when caught, came 
when the invisible one removes his 
bandages and clothes, leaving noth- 
ing but space. Another funny one 
was to see him take off the band- 
ages of what is the head, leaving 
only the pajamas visible and goiny 
to bed that way. 

First reel evokes considerable 
comedy, also, in sequences at 
small country inn where the invis- 
ible one secures lodging and _ in- 
dulges in his first murder. The inn- 
keeper and his wife, Forrester Jlar- 
vey and Una O’Connor, respectively 
are swell comedy types and make 


he 


red 


the most of the opportunity. Miss 
O'Connor relies a Jot on a ver 
shrill seream. 

Love interest, odd for a pictur 


of this type, is played down to on¢ 


seene in which the girl talks to the 
invisible man, and another at the 
finish when he comes out oft the 
ether that made him that way. A 
i the outset it is learned that a youn 
chemist has discovered a terribl: 
formula, including a very dangerou 
drug, that inakes human fie 
Visible. iis nterest had 
Strictiy secientifie but t] dv i 
the effect, after use, of turn , 
into & maniac. At rovuat =the 

he siarts the n rate } = 

Continued ia 
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A MESSAGE TO. 
“EARMARKE 


There is an adage in our business which says: “The dollar 
that gets away never comes back!’’ 


* 


“Little Women” is the kind of attraction that saying was 
meant to describe ...an event which comes but once into a 


showman’s life. 














* 


Three generations have been waiting for this picture! ... and 
they’re coming afoot and in limousines, in wheezy old Fords 
and on the subway... they’re coming in kiddie cars and 


wheel chairs to see it. 
* 


The shattering of all show history records by crowds that are 
storming Radio City is a glorious tribute to a picture of sheer 
beauty and inspiration! ... itis a tribute to the whole motion 
picture world for “Little Women’ belongs to all of us in 
conclusive proof that ours is an art and industry that enriches 
life with such works of genius. 


a ‘ 








Across the width and breadth of this land “Little Women”’ 

| will be seen by more people than any picture ever shown it 

| | before! It will play to the highest grosses! It will bring people 

|| to your theatre who have never been there before!... it will 

1 | | bring back those who have drifted away! It will do more to 

revive interest in motion pictures than anything that has 
ever happened! | 








* 


There are millions of dollars waiting to be spent for this 
picture ...it is money “‘earmarked”’ for “Little Women’’. .. . A 
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MIONEY ! 


quarters and dimes and dollars reserved for this show and 
this show alone. . . it is money held in the clenched fists of 
eager children who for weeks have looked forward to the day 





_when they can spend it for a ticket . . . it is money that folks 


who have to count pennies, have set aside for this joyous 
event in their lives ... it is money that mothers and fathers 
and grandmothers and grandfathers will gladly spend to re- 
capture a priceless memory! 


* 


Take their money!...for in exchange you will give them 
more than entertainment, you will storm their hearts with 
gladness and give them back something that belongs to the 
soul that will live on forever in glory undimmed! 


* 


Don’t deprive these pecple of an opportunity to see “Little 
Women”... advertise in the newspapers and on the bill- 
boards as you have never advertised before!...extend your 
playing time! ...open your doors earlier!... give extra 
shows! ... leave no avenue of publicity unexplored for re- 
member that this is “earmarked” money, reserved, set aside 
by its owners for “Little Women” and the dollar that gets 
away never comes back! 


RKO 


PICTURES 
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Beloved And Awaited By Fifty Million People! Ecstatically 
Praised In A Mighty Chorus By Every Critic! Publicized For 
Months In Newspapers And Magazines And Over The Great 


Radio Networks... 






| ADVERTISING CAMPaigy 
spAPER IN KEY CiTi¢< | 


aWNs FROM COAST TO Cogsr; 






TIMED TO APPEAR 
WITH OPENING DAYS.. 
AND BLAST THINGS 
OPEN IN ONE GIGANTIC 
BOMBARDMENT! 












*®» 
_ 









Superbly Directed by . - ce ees 
GEORGE CUKOR y=, ! A a A 
* 

MERIAN C. COOPER 


Executive Producer 
Kenneth Macgowan, Associate 


RKO-RADIO’S THANKSGIVING _. 


GIFT TO ALL THE WORLD! 
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_ FOREIGN FILM NEWS 














So. Africa Sees Film Opposition in 





Capetown, Oct. 24. 


the American Film Distributors, 
South Africa (Pty.), Ltd., is being 
registered with a nominal capital of 
£20,000, with head offices in Jo- 
hannesburg. 

Its business will be renting of 
American and English talkers to 
exhibitors. State they have ample 
financial support from American 
eoneerns, and operations will start 
in February. 

A. Shaban is managing director, 
and was formerly editor of the Jew- 
ish Tribune and African Jewish 
Daily Press, Johannesburg. Intends 
sailing shortly for the States and 
England, returning in January with 
pictures for this country. 

‘Murder Has Been Arrangéd,’ 
thriller, is being staged by the Eng- 
lish actor, Percy Hutchison, at His 
Majesty's, Johannesburg. 


News of death of Young Stribling 
‘received with regret over here. He 
made himself popular while in this 
country and although his fight with 
MecCorkindale aroused criticism, his 
personality and cheery nature were 
appreciated. 

Captain C. W. R. Knight, the 
tamer of eagles, and film producer, 
sailed Oct. 3 in the Gloucester 
Castle for England. He has taken 
with him a fine specimen of a South 
African female hawk-eagle. Said 
he will return next year to shoot 
cinema pictures of hawk-eagles in 
their natural surroundings. 

Billed as direct from a tour of 
China, Japan, India and London 
nalis, Tricardo opened at the City 
Hall, Cape Town, Oct. 3. The hall 
is entirely unsuitable for such a 
show. 





Opera in Cape Town 
by arrangement with J. C. Wil- 
liamson, Ltd., African Consolidated 
Theatres present the Gilbert and 
Sullivan Opera company at the 
Opera house, opening Oct. 17 with 
‘The Gondoliers.’ 


Screening Marion Davies in ‘Peg 
o’ My Heart.’ Picture pleases, 





Harry W. Leasim, managing di- 
rector RKO-Radio pictures, Paris, 
recently arrived on the Warwick 
Castle to look over South Africa for 
his company. While on the voyage 
H. W. Leasim broke a bone in his 
left foot, and entered Johannesburg 
on crutches. 


Fox Not Opening 
Henry W. Kahn, of Fox Film and 
Gaumont British, made it known 
that he has completed a survey for 


(Continued on page 54) 





LONDON DAILY FOR G-; 
MILLIONAIRE STUDIO 


London, Nov. 11. 

inside story on Beverley Baxter 
vacating his editorship on the 
‘Daily Express’ to accept an execu- 
tive post with Gaumont-British is 
for Baxter to become editor of a 
new daily with G.B. intends to float 
early in 1934. 

Story is being kept quiet, but 
there is little doubt G.B. will launch 
a daily paper of its own shortly. 





Clifton Studio 

larry Clifton, the millionaire and 
partner in the Clifton-Hurst Film 
Productions, has purchased 57 acres 
at Elstree at cost of $2,500 per acre. 

Object is to build a studio on part 
of the ground for immediate pro- 
duction. 


Australian Deal 

Cecil Mason, managing director of 
Celebrity Films, of Australasia, has 
concluded deal with Columbia and 
British & Dominion films to release 
their products at all his picture the- 
atres in Australia and Newzealand. 
Mason sailed for home on Nov. 9. 





FOR FOX’S FRENCHIES 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 


4 


New Company's Move for Charter 
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Fox English Reps Due 
Soon on Coast for O. O. 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

W. J. Hutchinson, managing di- 
rector for Fox in England, is due at 
the studio for a two-week stay late 
in December. 

Roy Simmonds, publicity director 
for England is also coming at the 
same time. 


WE-NORDISK SOUND ROW 
TIES UP ALL DENMARK 


Stockholm, Nov. 8. 

The long drawn-out controversy 
concerning patent rights on sound 
recording between Nordisk Tonefilm 
of Copenhagen, Denmark, and West- 
ern Electric approaches a climax. 
American picture companies with 
branch offices in Copenhagen, one 
after the other, have been served 
with court orders forbidding them 
to exhibit American pictures pro- 
duced on the WE system, which ac- 
cording to Nordisk Tonefilm is an 
infringement on their patent rights. 

The theatres first ignored the 
threat and gave performances as 
usual. However, from Oct. 30 there 
have been no new American pictures 
released in Copenhagen, and the 
exhibition of American pictures 


throughout the provinces has 
stopped. 
Nordisk Tonefilm demands 10 


cents per foot as license fee. The 
American picture companies now 
assert they have a Danish method 
for treatment of pictures which is 
non-infringing. The German Tobis 
Klang-Film is also subject to ex- 
amination as to whether or not it 
has infringed Nordisk’s patent 
rights. 

Exhibition of American pictures, 
not only in Denmark, but also in 
Norway, and possibly in Sweden and 
Finland, is said to be at stake. 


Panel Titles Help U. S. 
Pictures in Near East 


Washington, Nov. 20. 

Technical superiority of American 
talkies has offset the language han- 
dicap in Egypt and the Near East, 
according to reports to the Depart- 
ment of Commerce. At the present 
time there is no question but that 
U. S. films are most popular in 
Egypt, Palestine and to a slightly 
lesser extent in Syria. 

Development of technique of su- 
perimposing titles in Arabic, Greek 
on side panels accounts for the suc- 
cess of U. S. productions. Dubbed 
pictures haven't gone over so well 
with the public prefering American 
dialogue unchanged. 











Spanish Film Rivals 


3arcelona, Noy. 8. 

Josep Carner i Ribalta, one time 
director of Paramount’s Spanish 
productions made in Hollywood, has 
established a film company in Bar- 
celona. The studio is already oper- 
ating, but so far has limited activi- 
ties to dubbing American films. 

The new organization is making 
plans for all-Spanish productions 
with an eve on the market in South 
America. Secause of Senor Car- 
ner’s experience in the States and 
his influence with the Catalan gov- 





| 


Claude Allain, of Fox’s Paris of- 
tice, is recording songs and dialog 
scenes here with Lilian Harvey to 
be used in the French versions of | 
her Tox pix. 

Cetting scenes from ‘My Weak 
ness’ and ‘M Lips Betray ind re- | 

aris Dee. 135. 


ernment (he is their technical film 
advisor) the new company will 
probably give a good run to the 
olaer Orphea Film Company, which 
has producing in Spain for 
about a vear and a half, 


been 


WALLACH MONO. DISTRIB. 


Staunton Wallach has been named 
Monogi distributo for South 
Ame i 

Fle sé ‘ Buenos Aires 
and \ risdiction over Ar- 
gentina, I; Uruguay, Paraguay. 
Ve) Rolivia and 
t u. 


i 
| 
| 
| 





QUOTA IGNORED 
IN INTERCHANGE: 


———e 


State Department Studies 
Text and Will Move If 
Deal Is Preferential— 
Both Nations Admit 15 
Pictures for Free Entry— 
U. S. Product Held to Be 
Excluded 


MONEY EMBARGO OFF 


France and Germany have signed 
an official film pact for interchange 
of motion picture product regard- 
less of film quota laws in either 
country which hinder trade for 
other foreigners. 

There have been sim. -r previous 
pacts and agreements made by film 
trade associations in France and 


Germany; never before a govern- 
mental diplomatic one. 

Believed in film circles the thing 
may head into considerable interna- 
tional complexity. If, as the Ameri- 
can film trade contends, the forma- 
tion of this type of pact actually 
means preferential trade policies, it 
may lead to considerable diplomatic 
strain on the entire commercial 
front. 

Washington’s State Department 
has now a copy of the agreement 
and the legal branch is studying it. 
Thus far there have been no com- 
plaints entered or raised, the pact 
having been signed only a few days 
ago. Also the situation is a bit 
peculiar in that picture business is 
not actually seriously hurt at the 
moment by the pact. In France, 
under current conditions it doesn’t 
hurt at all, although it may later. 
In Germany it is a considerable 
wedge and argument, despite the 
fact that Americans are skeptical of 
the German market under current 
political conditions on general prin- 
ciples. 

Pact Preferential 


Believed it can be proven that 
the French government, by signing 
this paper, has made a preferential 
pact with Germany which practi- 
cally excludes American films. if 
so the State Department can move, 
since it becomes a restriction of 
American trade. 

Pact was actually signed Nov. 3, 
though not made public until a few 
days ago in Paris and Berlin 
simultaneously. It’s signed for 
France by President Albert Lebrun; 
Paul-Boncour, Minister of Foreign 


(Continued on page 54) 





Marian Marsh Goes BIP 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Marian Marsh has left for New 
York, whence she sails for Europe 
Wednesday (22) on the Europa. 
During her European’ sojourn 
she’ll make a pic for British Inter- 
national, 


. . i 
WB’s First Spanish 
Holiywood, Nov. 26. 
Victor Herbert’s ‘The Fortune 
Teller’ will be the first of Warners’ 
Spanish pix. 
Foreign film starts in three weeks 
with Enrico Caruso, Jr., starred 








Magic Carpet Traveiler 
Madrid, Noy. 8. 
Cameraman Charles Herbert has 
gone to Spanish and French Mo- 
rocco, the Canary Islands, the Ba- 





leares Islands to film footage fer | 
Fox’s Magic Carpet during the win- | 
ter. Herbert and his wife are tray- | 
| 


,eling in a motor truck with a sound- | 


man, 
Herberts will cover 
Portugal in the spring During 


Spain am 


stay in Morocco he covered fox 
Movietone on the recent trip o 

ceto Alcala Zamora, president of 
‘Spa to these parts } 


FRANCO-GERMAN FILM PACT 


Cable Address: 
Telephone Temple Bar 5041-5042 
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Budapest Film Import Ass'n Ousts WB; 


Breach Charged: 


Franco-American Move 
For Film Reciprocity 


Robert M. Amsler, who rep- 
resents Tenax, Amax and Era, 
small French producers, arrived in 
New York Thursday (16) with a 
stock of French films he hopes to 
place inthe United States. 

To start off with he invited the 
film trade aboard the ship day of 
arrival and screened a couple oi his 
best. 

He also thinks he’ll be 
pick up some indie reels in 
ica Which he'll be able to 
into France and dub, 


GB TO-MAKE AND SHOW 
EXCLUSIVE ADV. FILMS 


London, Nov. 20. 

Gaumont- British Picture Cor- 
poration has formed a new sub-" 
sidiary company titled G-B Screen 
Service, Ltd. The company will 
make commercial advertising pic- 
tures which will be exhibited in the 
Gaumont-British theatres, which 
houses will give a service monopoly 
to various products. It claims in 
addition to its own circuit, a na- 
tional circuit of 3,000 film houses. 

The subsidiary company will be 
under the management of Sasi} 
Davies, late managing director of 
Publicity Films, Ltd., a concern 
which transacted a similar business. 


Kelly Falls Suddenly 





able to 
Amer- 
bring 





Ill in Orient, Sails, 





Arthur Kelly, head of the United 
Artists foreign department, was 
suddenly stricken with a nervous 
breakdown in Bombay, India, while 
on company business there. In- 
stead of flying back to Paris last 
week, as he had intended, he left 
on a beat from Bombay to Genoa. 

Mrs. Kelly, immediately on receipt 
of the news in New York, sailed 
Wednesday to meet him in Italy. 


Kent, Pommer Huddle 


Paris, Nov. 11. 

Fox, which is running a double 
program of French production— 
Fox-Europa, under Urich Pommer, 
for highgrade_ stuff, and Fred 
3acos’ outfit at the Paramount 
Joinville studios for the regular 
run, as well as a lot of dubbing 
of American flicks, has taken a floor 
in the Marignan theatre building 
on the Champs Elysees in which 
to expand its offices. 

‘Liliom’ and ‘On a vole un homme’ 
(‘A Man Has Been Stolen’), Pom- 
mer’s first two French films, are 
just coming out of the lab. Pom- 
mer says he'll announce his fur- 
ther program after a huddle with 
S. R. Kent, due here Noy. 13. 

3acos is putting out a film every 
six weeks. He has just turned out 
‘Matricule 33,’ a prison story, and 
‘A Surprise in a Pullman,’ with 
Florelle. Later, he will make ‘Mu- 
sic in the Spring,’ with Lillian Har- 
vey and Henry Garat. 








—— gone 


NEW ‘WESSEL’ RULING 


Berlin, Nov. 11. 


; was 





The ban on the ‘Horst Wessel’ 
film, recently pronounced by the 
government because of the inade- 
quate representation of the hero] 
stormtrooper, has been amended. 
According to Dr. Goebbels there 
no objection to the film being re- 


title 
this neutr 


under a neutral 
understood that 


leased 


It is 


title is to be: ‘Horst Westmar. On 
of Many’. 
This does not mean that the p 
ure may now be released sim} 

j}unde?® the new title. The Volks- 
deutsche Filmgesellschaft will 

te remodel the subiect, and 
submit it to censorship once more. |! 


| United 


| buffet 


Jobbed, Says 1.0. 


Budapest, Nov. 10. 
Industries association has 
Warner Brothers here be«- 
cause of allegedly breaking agree- 
ments. Organization consists of 
local representatives of foreign pro- 
aucers, 

Thing started through the asso< 
ciation deciding to take action 
against a block of small exhibs whoa 
were trying to bring down prices. 
Agreeinent was made that they 
could not have films under a cer- 
tain minimum. Everybody signed 
except the WB man who, it is 
charged, gave a verbal promise to 
come through if he got the okay of 
his boss, Phil Kaufmann, WB's 
Central European head, 

After several months of delays, 
association discovered that WB was 
effecting sales against the interests 
of the other companies. The local 
WB man said he had to follow h.o. 
orders and would sell his films at 
whatever price he saw fit. Expul- 
sion followed. 

From other sources in Budapest 
VARIETY learns that the case may be 
somewhat altered in actual fact. 
This info would lead to the belief 
that WB is actually the goat in an 
internal fight to better conditions 
for American films in Hungary. 

Tariff Boost Angle 

Hungarian government recently 
raised duty on films with superim- 
posed titles by 500%. Considerable 
murmuring on the part of Ameri- 
can and other distributors, but no 
action taken by any of them. War- 
ner Brothers, on orders of Phil 
Kauffmann, objected strenuously, 
pointing out that the profits to be 
made in Hungary were too minor to 
allow of that kind of tariff rise. 
Others in the Verband der Vilm 
Verleiher agreed, but did nothing. 
WE protested to the U. S. Consul 
in Budapest, Embassy and the local 
government. Investigation by the 
American consulate, later, however, 
indicated that no one else had gone 
to the trouble of actually lodging 
official complaint, although come« 
plaining bitterly at meetings. 

WE then threatened to resign from 
the organization unless action were 
taken. Shortly afterward WB was 
expelled for the reason mentioned 
above, with indication it may have 
been an excuse built up to stop 
others from objecting too strenu- 
ously to governmental dictates. 

Expelling the company from the 
association is actually a severe pen- 
alty. It seems that the company 
will now have increased difficulty in 
transferring money, for which 
members have special facilities, 
Also WB will lack support in han- 
dling exhibs who don’t pay up, since 
the organization has an effective 
credit machine, 





tilm 
expelled 
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Guards in Armor for 


Paris Film Premiere 


Paris, Noy. 11. 
Local flicker palaces this year are 
going for gorgeous gala openings, 
with canopies adorned with flowers 
and lined by Republican Guards 
with tin shirts, sabres and plumed 
helmets to shelter the customers 
between their taxies and the door, 
Latest big event like this, which 
drew Paris-American society as 
well as show business hangers-on, 
opening of RKO’s ‘Conquer- 
ors’ at Ermitage on the Champs 
Elysees, house whose big leather 
club armchairs sheltered the pa- 
trons of ‘Cavalcade’ all summer. 
United Artists’ ‘Emperor Jones,’ 
with Paul Robeson, rated a similar 
opening party, previously, at Ras- 
pail 216 Theatre on the Left Bank, 
Artists, however, provided 
supper with champagne, and 
the crashers at the Ermitage wailed 
were no similar eats, 


there 


e#Ccause 


FRED LANGE DUE IN 


Fred Lange, Paramount's g¢. m. in 
Argentine, arrives in New York Fri- 
aa 24) 

tiis regular h. o. visit for :vereral 
biz ¢ erences 
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THE INVISIBLE MAN 


(Continued from page 14) 


for the antidote to bring him back 
to a normal condition. That arrives 


as he’s dying in a hospital after be- | 


ing shot by police when his tracks 
in the snow give him away. 

In production, story handling and 
direction, ‘Invisible Man’ needs 
nothing which it hasn’t got. Pic- 
ture’s casting of English types is 
also commendable. Photography | 
and sets impart the gruesome at- 
mosphere a film.of this type de- 
mands, Char. 


——— 


CRADLE SONG 


Paramount production and release. Stars 
Dorothea Wieck. Directed by Mitcheil 
Leisen: Nina Moise, ase®ociate director. 
Produced by E. Lloyd Sheldon; screen play, 
Mare Connelly; continuity, Franke Partos 
and Robert Sparks; from play by G. M. 
Martinez Sierra: camera, Charles Lang; 
special music, W. Franke Harling. At Par- 
amount, N. Y., week Nov. 17. Running 
time, 75 mins. 

JOANNA... ccrccesvccscsecios Dorothea Wieck 
TerOSR... vcccsseccveodetoess Evelyn Venable 
The Doctor.....+sseseees- Sir Guy Standing 
PriOress...cccccecovcseececss Louise Dresser 
AMAOMIO. oc 065 60000 Gb OSes ecw Kent Taylor 
Marcella ...ccecctsacccscss Gertrude Michael 
WIGRPOBE. o cccdccvevecoesescecs Georgia Caine 
Sagrario. .....ce+ esecccseess NYdia Westman 
BOO s os ch cn bn'es he cus te qeese Marion Ballou 


perhaps to keep the running time 
close to an hour, the modus oper- 
andi of the racket is only hinted. Of 
course, toward the end Judith An- 
derson gives Bancroft a few verbal 
one-twos on the subject of his pro- 
fession. 

Bancroft dominates the picture as 
an actor and a personality, but not 
in the intrinsic interest of Bailey 
the Bondsman. Far more provoca- 
tive as unusual samples of the 
genus homo are the characters 
played by Frances Dee and Chick 
Chandler. Miss Dee is masochis- 
tically inclined, a __ thrill-jaded 
daughter of wealth who shop lifts 
for fun and wants men to take 
charge of her. Chandler is some- 
thing of a male counterpart, a 
casual crook who robs a bank on 
the spur of the moment and gets 
away with $500,000 in bonds. Com- 
pletely unmoral, the character of 
Drury Darling (Chandler) forms a 
mentally stimulating study of the 
type of man who is heedless of con- 
sequences, This appears ‘to be 
Chandler's best performance and 
break to date. He’s from vaude. 

Judith Anderson, of legit, makes 
her screen debut in this picture. 
She photegraphs well and as an 
actress can shine with the brightest. 
Her reading of lines is superb. It 
seems probable that the marked 
strangeness of her type to the 





Mistress of Novices...Eleanor Wesselhoeft 





CUUGMINE 6 64 6 vciidecccrees ee cenee Bincksr 
bl 

Dorothea Wieck’s debut as a | 

Hollywood star is a weak ‘un. A | 


beautiful alumna of the Tempelhof 
and Neubabelburg studios adjacent 
to Berlin, her transplanting Holly- 
wood vehicle offers little to impress 
Par’s latest stellar entry on Amer- 
ican film fans. As a commercia] 
entity ‘Cradle Song’ is decidedly 
dubious. 

Miss Wieck came to attention in 
*‘Maedchen in Uniform.’ Not that 
Miss Wieck isn’t a looker and seem- 
ingly capable of no small histrionic 
scope, but somehow it’s difficult to 
accept a femme Jack Pearl. Her 
Teutonic brogue, particularly in the 
peaceful passiveness of a secular 
theme, such as ‘Cradle Song,’ seems 
all the more rasping. It’s one thing 
for the American fans to so for the 
joie-de-vivre Gallit brogue of a 
Chevalier, but a vass-you-dere- | 
Sharlie, especially from a beautiful 
gal, doesn’t react the same way. 

Superceding all captiousness con- 
cerning the new star entry is the 
cinematic stodginess of the general 
theme. It moves slowly, almost la- 
boriously, in its efforts to pound 
home the mother instinct which 
penetrates the Spanish cloisters and 
grips the souls of all nuns, partic- 
ularly that of Miss Wieck, who un- 
officially adopts and raises the 
foundling left at the door of the 
nunnery. Seautifully done and al- 
most too literally intent on getting 
across the authenticity of the sec- 
ular ritual, 

Miss Wieck’s likelihood for Amer- 
ican distinction is doubtful, based 
on this effort, although her personal 
pulchritude and her evident dra- 
matic talents are undeniable. Per- 
haps more impressing in this entry | 
is the fresh adolescent charm and 
beauty of Evelyn Venable, another 
Hollywood newcomer. Sir Guy 
Standing accounts best in the cast 
as an individual. Gertrude Michael, 
as another novice; Louise Dresser, 
a sympathetic prioress, and Eleanor 
Wesselhoeft as the captious mis- 
tress-of-novices, likewise give good 
account of themselves. 

Everything about the picture's 
background is superb; apparently 
painstakingly authentic, and done 
with consummate understanding. 

But it’s an open question as te how 
much it will mean. Abel. 


BLOOD MONEY 


(With Songs) 
20th Century. production and United Art- 
ists release. Stars George Bancroft. Direc 
tion and story by Rowland Brown. Col- 


laborator Hal Long. Associate producers 
William Goetz and Raymond Griffith. Pho- 
tography, James Van Trees; film editor, 


Lloyd Nosler; musical background, Alfred 
Newman. At Rivoli, N. Y., for grind run, 
Nov. 15. Running time, 66 mins. 

A George Bancroft 
MMIG TOMO wccesccccccceses Frances Dee 
Drury Darling Chick Chandler 
Ruby Darling.. ...Judith Anderson 
Entertainer........ 





eeeeeerre 


e+eesee.. Blossom Seeley 





Good for quality and pretty good 
on boxoffice chences. More about 
the underworld, but some novel 
twists to the story. And a certain 
admirable economy of emphasis. 
This picture suggests expert film 
editing. Parts of the narrative were 
evidently left in the cutting room, 
as press book, for example, mentions 
a county jail from which Bancroft 
escapes. This isn’t in the picture at 
all. 

If the film proves anything in 
particular it is that when cooks are 
experts mere publicity doesn’t spoil 
the broth. Daryl Zanuck had him- 
self, Bill Goetz and Ray Griffith 
huddling with the director-author, 
Rowland Brown. What the story 
may have been like in the beginning 
can only be surmised, but what is 
important is that, sequence by se- 
quence, the feature has production 
smartness embroidered along the 
seams. 

Bancroft is in the bail bond rack- 
et. This fact is stressed in the pub- 
licity rather than the narrative. 


Probably not wanting to make a 
heel out of their hero by getting too 
sordid, or showing in detail how the 


i tinetly builds 


screen should be an asset. She dis- 
as the picture pro- 
gresses, and this may be an omen. 
Flaws could be picked in ‘Blood 
Money.’ However, the editing has 
cleverly sewed it together. Blossom 
Seeley probably suffered from the 
scissoring. While allowed a good 
many close-ups, she must have par- 
ticipated more than shows on the 
screen. Still, it’s not useless for 
the former vaudevillian, as she 
sounds and looks good in handlin~ 
two standard tunes and is promi- 
nent enough to make an impression. 
Land. 


WHITE WOMAN 


Paramount production and release. Di- 
rected by Stuart Walker. From an original 
by Norman Reilly Raine and Frank But- 


ler, scenario, Samuel MHoffenstein and 
| Gladys Lehman, At the Rialto, N. Y.., 
| week Nov. 16. Running time, about 60 
mins. 

Horace Prin... teccccces Charles Laughton 
Judith Denning........++.. Carole Lombard 
MBTIANOOE sic ce dc csetodcde Charles Bickford 
David von EJtZ. .ccccsccccccces Kent Taylor 
Be MCLE CENT Pee ercy Kilbride 
POMtOE- wcicecsecssdvece Charles B. Middleton 
Hambley ....cscoees eovsceedese James Bell 
CQRIGMORM .cccccesecsoscccecees Claude King 
Mrs. Chisholm. .cccccescccces Ethel Griffies 
WR fees cece ven Seeccedesesos Jimmie Dime 
Native Chief .csccccccccceccs Nobel Johnson 
COND bedi cedecevccscescns Mare Lawrence 





Artificial and hokey, this picture 
would be a complete dud were it 
not for the cast names, especially 
those of Charles Laughton and 
Carole Lombard. It’s lesser second 
run material, and more certain on 
double bills. 

The thing smacks of ‘Tsle of Lost 
Souls,’ in which Laughton also ap- 
peared, but it is not as boxofficy, 
which is saying still less. The 
‘Souls’ jungle locale and the natives, 
who spend most of their time 
chanting and beating the gong, are 
in ‘Woman’ with less make-up. 

‘Woman’ is about as gruesome as 
‘Souls. Heads are tossed through 
windows at random and men grovel 
with spears in their backs. Laugh- 
ton, as well, closes the picture after 
talking for a full minute to a corpse 
speared to a chair. 

Story far exceeds the bounds of 
exaggerated fiction. A beautiful 
blonde wanders unharmed among 
convicts and natives in this proppy 
jungle. She is Miss Lombard who 
igs as indifferent to her surround- 
ings as though she had been traip- 
sing through a drawing room. And 
she is gowned in the height of fash- 
ion, always calm, combed, cool and 
collected, while men around her are 
exhausted by the heat. 

Laughton is a trader and king of 
an island river. He is suave, but 
the story is against him, Plus this, 
the dialog of both Laughton and 
Miss Lombrd at times is almost un- 
intelligible. Waly. 


From Headquarters 


Warner Pros. production and _ release. 
Features George Brent, Margaret Lindsay 
and Eugene Pallette. Directed by Wil- 
liam Dteterle. Based on story by Robert 
. Lee, adaptation by Lee and Peter 
Milne; dialog directer, A. G. Collins; pho- 
tography, William Reese. At Strand, N. Y., 
week Nov. 15. Running time, 62 mins. 


. 


Edout. J. BtOvens. .ccccccccccs George Brent 
Lou Ann Winton......... Margaret Lindsay 
Bt! TOOREB. wccccccece coce Eugene Pallette 
BEGUM 602s cccctocececesecss Hugh Herbert 
Eee WP MIOO, 0.0 6000000000 Dorothy Burgess 
DOCH “WIMCOR. ccccescccess Theodore Newton 
i) | errr rere e Hobart Cavanaugh 





Methodical manner in which a 
modern police system attacks crime 
forms the structure of ‘From Head- 
quarters’ and it’s a backbone that 
doesn't bend from weakness. But, 
earried by names no draftier than 
George Brent, Margaret Lindsay 
and Eugene Pallette, it is doubtful 
whether its marquee strength will 
match its entertaining quality. As 


a consequence, the stronger the 
campaign the better. 
‘From Headquarters’ should de- 


rive some benefit from lip advertis- 
ing on details of finger printing and 
microscopic studies of human hair 
and the penetrating strength of 
various firearms. It’s all here, the 
finger printing devices, weighing, 
photographing and other record 





bondsmen prey on unfortunate, or 


matter of criminals; the detailed 


filing system, booking room, radio 
and teletype rooms, chemical labs, 
prison cells, bull pens, etc. Plus all 
the police, detectives and, in this 
case for comedy, a bail bondsman 
(Hugh Herbert) who ambulance 
chases everyone brought into head- 
quarters. 

Story’s mystery content main- 
tains the strength required to offset 
the interest growing out of wit- 
nessing the inside of a modern 
city’s police force at work. Starts 
out with a bank job but quickly 
drops that in favor of the murder of 
a man who's eventually revealed as 
a blackmailer. 


Romantic element is not lost, with 
the girl, among the weaknesses of a 
detective lieutenant, at headquar- 
ters most of the time as the busi- 
ness of pinning guilt goes on its 
systematic way. She is Margaret 
Lindsay and okay without setting 
the film on fire. Detective is George 
Brent, whose suave handling of 
suspects are offset by the gruff and 
blundering Eugene Pallette, another 
dick. Pallette also supplies a few 
laughs. 

A minor part is carried with ‘skill 
by Hobart Cavanaugh. Dorothy 
Burgess, doing a cokie, and Theo- 
dore Newton, brother of the girl 
suspected of firing the fatal shot, 
also capably discharge small re- 
quirements. Newspaper men figure 
in some of the scenes. As usual 
they are depicted as a wisecracking 
lot, notably Ken Murray, who gets 
more of the camera than his re- 
porter associates. Char. 


MIDSHIPMAN JACK 


Radio production and release. Features 
Bruce Cabot, Betty Furness, Directed by 
Christy Cabanne. Glendon Allivine, asso- 
ciate preducer; F. McGrew Willia, Frank 
Wead, screen play; Al Gilks, camera: 
Basin Wrangell, editor; Clem Portman, 
sound. At Mayfair, N. Y., week Nov. 16. 
Running time, 70 mina. 








....Betty Furness 
Russell Burns...........Frank Albertson 
eececccesss--Arthur Lake 
ecccnsceee. Purnell Pratt 
eeecesceeess. Florence Lake 
«.Margaret Seddon 
-.-John Darrow 
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Naval picture made at Annapolis 
with authentic backgrounds and 
finely photographed, but the same 
pattern that James Elverson used to 
employ when he alternated Annap- 
olis and West Point stories. 


‘Midshipman Jack’ is on familiar 
lines with the hero who gets in 
dutch with the regulations and al- 
most loses his chance at a commis- 
sion, only to become heir to a halo 
and marry the commandant’s daugh- 
ter. Possibly of interest to small 
town clienteles but not for the 
cities. Probably a small grosser in 
the general run. Not helped any by 
a bromidic title. 


This time Bruce Cabot is repeat- 
ing his fourth year, and the Com- 
mandant hopes he'll learn to obey 
orders, which has been his failing. 
There is a warrant officer in the 
plebe class who has passed the naval 
exam. The latter precipitates a 
crash for which Cabot takes the 
blame, knowing what it means to the 
boy’s mother. The Commandant 
overhears the outline and instead of 
breaking him, welcomes him as a 
prospective son-in-law. All done for 
the glorification of the _ school, 
which leaves very little room for 
plot development. 


Cabot turns in a nice performance 
along conventional lines with Frank 
Albertson contributing the most 
natural performance as the gob mid- 
shipman. He’s been in prior Middie 
stories. John Darrow is the menace 
but it’s mild stuff and brief. Arthur 
Lake follows his usual line as a 
plebe who never would have gotten 
into the Academy short of a Presi- 
dential order, and Florence Lake is 
written in for a silly kid but is mer- 
cifully brief. They are the comedy 
and not very helpful, through no 
fault of their own. Betty Furness 
is the girl, personable and suffi- 
ciently strong for the little she has 
to do, with Margaret Seddon on 
twice for effective scenes. Purnell 
Pratt, as the Commandant, has little 
to do other than to preach the 
gospel of the regulations. News 
clips cut in only for the gradua- 
tion, and not much of that. The 
rest is splendidly photographed, but 
it takes more than photography 
these days. Chic. 


Ship of Wanted Men 


Screencraft production and Showmen’'s re- 
lease. Features Dorothy Sebastian and 
Fred Kohler. Directed by Lew Collins. 
Story by Ethel Hill. No other credits. 
Cast: Leon Waycoff, Gertrude Astor, Mau- 
rice Black, Jason Robards, James Flavin. 
At Loew’s New York, N. Y., one day, Nov. 
14, on double bill. Running time, 60 mins. 








Good acting by well-known play- 
ers lifts this out of the ordinary but 
not out of its class. For the not too 
exacting, but giving that class of 
patrons a break with spirited move- 
ment and a generally nice produc- 
tion. Good photography as a rule, 
and the sound may be all right. Not 
possible to judge at this house. 


This time the well-known hell 
ship is populated by a crew of refu- 
gees, who plan to land at a Pacific 
island where there is no extradition. 
Included is one girl. Even the cap- 
|tain is shipped because he has been 
framed. He’s the only one aboard 
who understands navigation. 





real head is Fred Kohler as a tough 
mate. They pick up a girl who has 
jumped off a pleasure yacht after 
shooting the too attentive host. As 
they near the island some discussion 
as to how she will pay the $5,000 
required of newcomers as a landing 
permit. Hints that she can work 
her way give her chills, so the ad- 
miring captain turns the ship back 
into the welcoming arms of the U.S. 
Navy. The heroine didn’t kill her 
man and the hero is promised lib- 
erty as his reward, but the others 
get the boots,.and Gertrude Astor 
rather fancies renewed contact with 
the gobs. It’s a flat finish to a story 
that yp to the last 10 minutes hikes 
along nicely. 

Miss Sebastian should have had a 
grouch against the cameraman in- 
stead of her yachtsman friend. She 
doesn’t get a break and she needs 
good lighting. Gertrude Astor goes 
Mae West and scores now and then, 
but the film is mostly Kohler in his 
familiar type. Chic. 





By Appointment Only 


Invincible production and Chesterfield re- 
lease. Features Lew Cody, Alleen Pringle, 
Sally O’Neil. Directed by Frank Strayer. 
Frank Strayer and Robert Ellis, story; Mel- 
ville Shyer, asst. dir.; M. A. Anderson, 
camera: Pete Clark, sound. Cast: Mar- 
celine Day, Edw. Morgan, Edw. Martindel, 
Pauline Garon, Claire McDowell, Gladys 
Blake, Wilson Benge. At Loew's New 
York, N. Y., one day, Nov. 14, en double 
bill. Running time, 66 minutes. 





Quadrangle instead of the familiar 
triangle, but no novelty to the idea 


of the man who falls in love with 
his young ward and then going back 
to his more mature fiancee while the 
kid marries the juve. Story is 
loosely told with abrupt changes, 
and yet, in spite of the need for 
speed, is overwritten in many 
scenes. Hero is a fashionable phy- 
sician who adopts the daughter of a 
woman who dies because he could 
not get to her in time. Gives ex- 
cuse for some ambitious setting, but 
not enough happens in those sets. 
Photography excellent. 


Lew Cody is the physician, with 
Aileen Pringle as the fiancee, doing 
her best with limited opportunities. 
Most of the picture goes to Sally 
O'Neil, whose terrible makeup and 
amateurish mugging make her hard 
to accept. Edward Morgan is the 
fourth corner and does a nice walk 
through. Wilson Benge almost 
achieves comedy relief in spite of 
his dialog. With more of an oppor- 
tunity he might have helped a lot. 
Marceline Day, Pauline Garon, Ed 
Martindel and Claire McDowell in 
for bits. Chic. 





Laughter Through Tears 


(Yiddish Talker) 
(RUSSIAN MADE) 


Vufku production and Worldkino release 
in U. S. Directed by G. Critcher. Based 
on story by Sholom Aleichem; shot silent 
and synchronized in the U. S. with Yiddish 
dialog by Michael Rosenberg; musical score, 
Sholom Secunda, and English titles by 
Wolfe Kaufman. At the Acme, N. Y., 
week Nov. 11, Running time, 78 mins. 
Shimmen-Elye ........++-- J. K, Kovenberg 


Tzippe Boyle...... eeesces A. D. Goritcheva 
Bruch@ ..cceseseecees-M. D. Sen-Elnikova 
Blye ..ccvcsece eeecsecescccece D. A. Cantor 
Motele .....e0% ecccpcccccesss J, Silberman 
His Mother..cccpgeccccce eeeessees Silberman 
PIMVO .-cccce ceccecsccecscess A. J. Vubnick 
Helamed ..... seccececescceds Me BOMOVERT. 


M. L. Larov 


Dyodie 
PPYTTTTTTT Ty: ....F. A. Saritonov 


Policeman 





Although shot silent this is prob- 
ably about the finest Yiddish film 


yet. It has humor, pathos and racial 
strength. It is, of course, too Jewish 
for general appreciation, but it 
should be a distinct success. Eng- 
lish titles help to follow the story. 

Sholom Aleichem, greatest Jewish 
writer, is responsible for the story. 
His name has been a tradition 
among the race for some time, 
which ought to help at the b. o. 
In New York the producers got 
Michael Rosenberg, of the Jewish 
Art Theatre, to give a running 
dialog explanation in the native 
tongue. It’s more than a descrip- 
tion, however. Rosenberg acts out 
certain portions and gets a number 
of laughs with his idiomatic expres- 
sions. By having him photographed, 
at the beginning, reading the 
Sholom Aleichem book it becomes 
a form of narratage. 

Story is laid in a small village 
in Russia and has to do with a poor 
Jew who saves up his money to buy 
a female goat to feed his children. 
A facetious inn-keeper switches 
goats on the man so that when he 
arrives home he finds a male 
animal. Going back to the original 
owner to complain the goats are 
switched again and he becomes a 
laughing stock. After a couple 
trips back and forth the villagers 
find out about the practical joker, 
mob up on him out of sympathy for 
the poor man and a near riot re- 
sults. Government, not interested 
in causes or reasons, orders the 
man and his family to leave the 
village because of inciting the riot. 

It’s pathos that’s human and un- 
derstandable. There is also a 
minor love motif to help and a 
number of comedy situations. No 
actor especially outstanding in the 
rather large cast from the Moscow 
Art Theatre though a little boy, S. 
J. Silberman, is noticeable above 
the others. 





The. 


Direction throughout is accurate 
and commendable. 


ONE YEAR LATER 


H. H. Hoffman production and Allied rae 
lease, Features Mary Brian, Russell Hon. 
ton, Donald Dillaway. Directed by wb. 
Mason Hopper. Story, F. Hugh Herbert 
and Paul Perez; camera, Faxon Dean and 
Tom Galligan. At Loew's New York, N 







Y., one day, Nov. 15. Running time, 65 
mins. 

Molly Collins.....<. eoccccsccces Mary Brian 
Tony Richards..... erecccess Russell Hopton 
Jim Collins........ ecccces Donald Dillaway 
J. Atwell Hunt. ..scccocsesss-George Irving 
Wee ARO. ccccess e0cvesesseers Will Ahern 
Joyce Carewe..... eccccesecess Gladys Ahern 
Deputy Russell............DeWitt Jennings 
CRB ORER. cc cescce eesecceceses-Jackie Sear] 
Vera Marks..... seecccescessFauline Garon 


Second Reporter.........+++..Pat O'Malley 





Better than average indie, but too 
carelessly handled to rate it more 
than nabe bookings, though it can 
solo there. Once the customers are 
in they probably will be pretty well 
satisfied because of the story con- 
tent. 

Case here is of the story being 
better than the handling. They've 
dug up a novel yarn, handled it in 
a novel way and gotten a pretty 
good cast together, but lacked the 
directorial and production push to 
see it through. 

Story is told on two trains almost 
entirely via flashbacks. Honey- 
mooners are Mary Brian and Donald 
Dilloway. A year later the boy is 
enroute to the gallows and his wife 
clinging to him for the last few min- 
utes. Hysterically she tells a news- 
paper reporter what really happened 
—how her husband, trying to »ro- 
tect her, got into a fight, etc. Hop- 
ton is tubercular, sure to die shortly, 
so decides to help the kids. He 
knocks out the guards, frees the boy, 
jumps off the train. His. mangled 
bedy is taken to be that of the con- 
victed man, and the youngsters are 
free. 

A bit exaggerated, of course, but 
exciting and a twist. It could have 
been played straight through, though 
that way the drama would not have 
been as strong and it would have 
been harder to spot the comedy. 

Good work by a long cast dotted 
with familiar names. Miss Brian 
and Russell Hopton, as the reporter, 
are outstanding. Will and Gladys 
Ahern garner some laughs, and 
Pauline Garon oke ina bit. DeWitt 
Jennings and Edward Keane also all 
right. Kavuf. 


(‘Aunt Isabel’) 
(HUNGARIAN MADE) 

Budapest, Nov. 7. 
A Sari Fedak production. Story by Sari 
Fedak, scenario by Istvan Mihaly, directed 
by Istvan Szekely. Music; George Feher, 
Photography, Istvan Eiben. Sound, Ferene 
Tahr. Production supervisor, Ernest Gal. 
Starring Sari Fedak. In the cast: Ella 
Gombaszogi, Irene Agay, Eugene Torgzs, 
Oscar Beregi, Paul Javor, Martin Ratkay, 

Puffy Huszar and George Denes. 





An event of first magniture in 
the Hungarian picture calendar is 
this first screen performance of Sari 
Fedak, this country’s most popular 
actress. She started 30 odd years 
ago in operetta and her name is 
linked with practically all the big 
hits of the musical comedy stage for 
three decades. In between, Sari 
Fedak triumphed in legit occasion- 
ally, wrote a book or two, was the 
wife of Ferenc Molnar for a time, 
had good and bad fortune and now 
suddenly emerges with a produce 
tion which, although limited to na- 
tional consumption on account of 
its subject, is up to a standard not 
yet reached in local production. 

Story starts when Aunt Isabel, 
teacher in a girls’ school in a coun- 
try town, loses her job because the 
place is occupied by a foreign 
power. The whole town is sorry to 
lose her. The provincial school- 
marm comes to the capital, to an 
old friend who is night-club hostess 
in the dizzy, gay inflation atmos- 
phere of that period. Aunt Isabel 
plays the piano in the night club. 

With the help of a British colonel, 
she goes to Paris, drifts into a 
fashionable night bar, becomes its 
great attraction, and saves up every 
cent she earns, to send home to the 
kind old parish priest who dis- 
tributes it among the poor. Ten 
years later, she goes home for a 
day, creeping back into the shabby 
school-marm chrysaliys from which 
she has emerged to become the 
dazzling butterfly. She puts things 
straight at home, makes the boy 
who loved her marry the girl who 
suits him better, and returns to 
Paris to dazzle the guests at the 
Etoile Noire and make more 
money to send home and keep up 
the spirit of the oppressed land. 

Story is of less importance than 
the part which Miss Fedak has 
written for herself to fit her pris- 
matic, brilliant personality. She is 
humorous and sentimental, sweet 
and simple and vampish in turn, 
sings in three languages and looks 
astonishingly young. Miss Fedak 
never made any pretence to regular 
beauty but has that compelling per- 
sonality that filled the stage once 
and now pervades the screen. For 
the rest of the cast, Miss Fedak has 
picked the best actors on the Buda- 
pest stages and given them all parts 
that fit. In the way of directing 
and technique, the picture is on & 
high plane. 

Unfortunately, the appeal of the 
story is restricted to Hungarian 
audiences who know and love Miss 
Fedak and who will be moved by 





(Continued on page 37) 

















eerti wrFrftthlUUlhw{(_rer PrhUCUcWlC™ CU 


‘7 
S 
y 
e 








VA RIETY al ——— eae => 


ber 21, 1933 





Tuesday, Novem 
ooo 














“I'VE SEEN A LOT OF <& 

SPECTACLES BUT THAT © 
~ FAN DANCE TOPS : 
= ‘EM ALL" 


* WHAT SONGS! * 

““DID YOU EVER SEE A 

DREAM WALKING?'IS 

THE BEST I'VE HEARD | 
THIS YEAR J” 

















> 
— > 

















——— 


st 


sh 0 aes 


te aes > 
aps Pea Sar Se 


contin sia staat ae clam 


a 


F reen 





town! 


Tuesday, November 21, 1933 


GLORY 


re PICKENS SISTERS 
show. in 


A Charles R. Rogers Production 


t 


GOOD MORNING 


. 


the best 


it's 


. 


(a) 
a) 
O 
O 
< 
s 
a: 
2 
be - 
VY) 
an 
LiJ 
o 
© 
OY 
CY 
Lid 
o 
ua 
O 


VARIETY 


R-YoMil ob Alm lol ae ame lol-Mesigehw an 


Cc 
~~ 


JACK OAKIE * JACK HALEY 
REGORY CoN @) ot ee oY GR @ DD Ato N ale! 
e Dire 
its :-a PARAMOUNT PICTURE 


yan Yoh delaateleinl an alaaelas 


an 
* Sal 








PICTURES 





Tuesday, November 21, 1938 








VARIETY 23 














EXPLOITATION =~ 


* 


By Epes W. Sargent 

















» 


Companions Help 

It has been 40 years since con- 
cert parties such as form the basis 
of ‘Good Companions’ have been | 
prevalent this side of the water, | 
and the new generation probably | 
never heard of them. 

One manager with plenty of) 
feeder towns in his territory, sent | 
ou' a troupe of these smaller spots. 
They traveled im a bus and gave a 
show on a flat truck which accom- 
panied the outfit. Troupe was re- | 
cruited from the clever amateurs 
who supply the theatre with local 
talent from time to time. A throw- 
away told about concert parties, 
working in to chat about ‘Good 
Companions,’ and on a two-day run} 
there was a good attendance from 
the rural districts, and they seemed 
to enjoy the picture. 

Not so good is the request from | 
church socities in two of the towns | 
for the troupe to come back and | 
give a full show for charity funds. | 
That will cut down the attendance | 
on the nights they play, but still | 
it’s felt they will be a big advertise- | 
ment for the theatre, since the lat- | 
ter will get program credit. 

It might help some to run a con- 
test for reminiscences about old 
concert parties such as the Swiss 
bell ringers and others. 





Frame Suggestions 


Last year a number of theatres 
followed the suggestion in this de- 
partment to visit the 10c stores and 
give a couple of passes for the 
broken Christmas tree ornaments, 
to be pounded into a superior flit- 
ter, but not as many bought in the 
artificial snow for summer use. 
though many stores will sell at a 
discount to avoid storage for 11 
months. Buy this up, too, and use 
it as smalt on still frame backings | 
and in other ways. Try a very deep! 
(midnight) blue powdered with! 
snow. You'll be pleased. 

Another good gag is the use of a} 
jigsaw puzzle glued to the frame of 
a set of mystery story stills with 
the intimation that a jig puzzle is 
no more intricate than the plot of 
the story being touted. Another 
idea is to frame a blackboard on 
which has been painted the diagram 
of one of the cross-word puzzles 
still found in some press books. Let 
anyone try to solve the puzzle in 
the lobby, erasing their efforts when 
they either succeed or give up. If 
you want to jazz this a bit offer 
prizes for the most speedy solutions, 
timing each contestant. This needs 
someone for the timing, but pick 
someone who can keep up a run- 
ning bailyhoo. 











Getting back to the five and 10, 
buy some of those small pumpkin 
lanterns they sold for Hallowe’en 


and use them on the Thanksgiving | 


frames. Try to make the frames 
different, it pays. 


Attention Getter 


One old stunt that seems even 
better in these days of slow tax 
payments is a mailed piece with the 
only printing on the envelope a 
large ‘Taxpayers’ Final Notice.’ 

Those who have not paid up will 
read to see what's waiting for them. 
Those who have will open to con- 
found the tax department, but 
they'll all read the enclosure which 
runs to the effect that whether or 
not the recipient has paid his taxes, 
he owes it to himself to see the pic- 
ture being shown at the theatre on 
certain dates. This is always good 
for a smile, and smiles sell tickets. 

Similar lines will prove almost 
equally good, but right now the tax 
angle is the one which will get the 
most attention. Another good one- 
timer is an envelope with ‘Police 
Business’ streamed, with a small 
business card with an eight point 
‘Police Department’ and a five-point 
town and state other than that in 
which the envelope is circulated; 
if possible the town in which the 
story is supposed to be located. 
This type is so small that it prob- 
ably will not be read until the big 
type has done its work. 


Rio Stunts 


Enrique Baez, United Artists’ 
manager in Rio de Janeiro, shot 
over ‘Samarang’ at the Gloria thea- 
tre there Nov. 9. From the press 
book he got the idea for the grass 
skirted native girl evidently sug- 
gested by ‘Tne Blue Angel.’ You 
blow up the skirt to learn about 
‘Samarang.’ 

On his own he worked out an 
imitation pearl that was supposed 
to be a love charm. This carried 
no house name or direct advertise- 
ment for the picture, but of course 
was associated with the showing by 
the fact it was a Samarang pearl. 

But the loud noise was a Sama- | 
rang Club having for its objective | 
the acquirement of beauty and sun- 
tan through going bare to the waist. | 
Summer is just starting in Brazil, | 
Which made*the gag timely. Put 
the semi-scenic off to an important } 
start 





Cans! Cans! Cans! 


Omaha, Nov. 13. 
Stanley Brown, Orpheum 
manager, has to lay awake 
nights to keep ahead of the 


entrants in his kiddie klub con- 
test. System is tie-up with 
local merchants whereby kids 
are given votes in exchange 
for empty coffee cans, break- 
fast food cartons, ete. Already 
youngsters have been dragging 
cans in via whee'barrows, 
gunny-sacks and coaster wag- 
ons. When stack of redeemed 
cans reached dray load dimen- 
sions, Brown had them carted 
to a nearby dump, and first 
kick-back came next day when 
ambitious contestants brought 
in disearded cans for more 
votes. Manager protected him- 
self from a recurrence on this 
by having this load and all 
subsequent hauled to private 
dump. 

Blow-off came when express 
company called Brown with in- 
formation that youngster had 
hired them to deliver 3,000 
empties to theatre. This time 
Brown begged off on receiving 
delivery until closing date of 
contest. Where kid secured 
them is a mystery, but 3,000 
cans at 1,000 votes per can 
means 3,000,000 votes and a 
cinch for first prize—balloon- 
tired bicyc!e. Check-up re- 
vealed kid within rights as 
these cans previously had not 
been redeemed. 











Christmas Parade 


Manager who annually works the 
gift matinee shortly after Thanks- 
giving, to get toys for poor chil- 
dren at Christmas time, has worked 
in a new slant. 

This year the club members will 
make their own distribution of the 
presents. Boys will bring their ex- 
press wagons to the theatre on 
Christmas morning, and each will 
take out a load of toys to an ad- 
dress list supplied by members of 
the Parent-Teachers’ association. 
The girls will go along to deliver. 

Idea behind it all is that the kids 
actually see the poverty and not 
only will appreciate their own gifts 
the more, but will be more generous 
minded to the poor. 

Not too late to frame up a scheme 
that will do the house a lot of good. 
It will serve to offset some of the 
acrid comment in a sector where 
that will do real good. 


New Year’s Pledge 

It may be a little early to be 
thinking about 1934, but it’s as good 
a time as any to have printed up 
some New Year resolutions which 
made good 10 years ago. 

A manager had neatly printed a 
New Year's resolution which was 
mailed to the head of each family 
just after Christmas. It was also 
given children who applied at the 
theatre for them. It made quite a 
hit and for a time, at any rate, it 
brought results. Copy was headed 
‘My resolution’ with the proper year 
Gate and ran on. 

‘I resolve that during the year 
1934 I shall try and give my family 
some joy out of life, and to that end 
I am resolved to take them all at 
least once a week to the Queen 
theatre. I shall take them more 
often if finances permit, but I shall 
make every effort to give them an 
outing at least once a week.’ 

There was space for the signature 
and two witnesses, generally the 
children, who used their best efforts 
to see that Dad kept his pledge. 

Just an inconsequential stunt, but 
for a time a real business maker. 


Two from Portland 


Portland, Ore. 

Homer Gill had the bright idea of 
replacing 100 feet of store awning 
around the Liberty lobby, with new 
white canvas carrying the legend 
‘I'm No Angel—Mae West.’ It’s 
an eye catcher and well worth the 
cost for a pic likely to make a long 
run. 

H. M. S. Kendrick hooked up a 
mike directly in front of his screen 
horns and then by private wire to 
KOIN studios. Broadcast half hour 
of the pic dialog and got consider- 
able attention from this unusual 
tie-up with radio station. 








Booms Bridge Short 
Rochester. 
interest in bridge causes 
RKO Palace to give the Ely Cul- 
bertson shorts a big play in tieup 
with the Democrat & Chronicle. 
The newspaper prints the setup of 
hands the Sunday before screen 
showing in form of contest with 
readers invited to try to hit Cul- 
bertson bid for prizes. Earl S 
Cobey gives free instruction every 
the 


afternoon in Palace lobby. 


Local 


Free Heralds 


| get book marks, either in public or 
| store circulating libraries for book- 
| origin 
langle that is seldom worked, though 
|always useful, 


| advantages 





It’s almost automatic procedure to 


pictures, but there is one 
This is selling off 
the herald to a book store handling | 
the reprints, store using’ the space 
to feature the 75c. edition of the 
story but adding other sales talk 
along the same lines. Most heralds 
carry a half page space for the 
theatre imprint. It does not really 
matter whether the theatre uses the 
space direct or gets mention of the 
fact the film is playing. 

On the other hand almost any 
book dealer can be talked into the 
advantage of putting its ad on a 
sheet which through its pictorial 
will hold attention 
where a _ store’s black and white 
would go into the basket unread. 

Sales talk is that the heralds are 
| Sold at cost and at a cost predicat- 
‘ed on production in million rather 
|than thousand lots. The store gets 
|rock bottom price and the theatre 
|cares for the distribution through 
| the mails or otherwise, getting or- 
| ganized handling instead of slipshod 
i small-boy delivery. : 


Paid Prescriptions 


Imitation prescriptions have been 
|used many times, but they come in 
|handy on ‘Dr. Bull,’ particularly if 
|they are capsuled. This was done 
|by the Academy, N. Y., but the 
house thriftly laid off the cost to 
a chain of drug stores, which took 
the back to suggest that a prescrip- 
tion was frequently a matter of life 
and death and should be taken only 
to some drug store of repute. 

The thing was printed on a small 
size prescription blank with Dr. 
Bull’s printed card and a written 
message done from a plate. This 
was folded and rolled until it could 
be slipped into a No. 8 capsule, and 
these were handed out. Many will 
take a capsule who would wave 
away a handbill, and they will open 
and read out of curiosity. That is 
the advantage gained by the addi- 
tional investment. For a couple of 
dollars more the actual circulation 





. 
Hewitt. Homewrecker 
Robinson, Ill. Nov. 20 
Joe Hewitt had plenty to do 
when he played ‘I’m No Angel’ 
lately. He sent out 350 post- 
cards, all hand written by girls 
with the message ‘Dear Al. (or 
whatever the name might be) 
I'm coming to Robinson Sun- 
day for a few days. I'll be put- 
ting up at the Lincoln. Come 
up and see me sometime. Any 
time. Mae. P. S. You know 
I'm no angel.’ 
Gag was that Lincoln is not 


only the name of Hewitt's 
theatre but of a hotel. Be- 
ing on a postal wivés got 


first look at the message and 
Hewitt was kept busy ex- 
plaining. Hewitt has been 
working the stunt on and off, 
he says, the past 12 years, but 
he never got a break like this 
last one. 














is largely increased. 


Stocking Parade 


Though it’s a dozen years old, 
the stocking parade burned up 
Salt Lake City for ‘Footlight Pa- 
rade’ in spite of the fact the police 
had to shut it down because it 
blocked traffic. 


Department store window was 
used with the curtain pulled down 
to a little less than knee high, with 
the space lettered for the picture. 
Six chorus girls were employed to 
sit in the window. For a time they 
would do a tap dance in unison, 
while seated. Then one after the 
other they would change stockings 
and model the new pair until all 
six were in motion. A row of small 
bulbs gave the footlights idea. After 
the parade the shade would be 
pulled all the way down until most 
of the crowd had dispersed. 

The police stopped it at the end 
of the second day, but permitted 
mi one-day encore the opening day. 
Not only gave the theatre a new 
record, but the store got a lot more 
sales. 

Gag was first worked in Newark 
about 1920. 





| BEHIND 


the KEYS 





Macon, Ga. * 
Forrest T. Coker, manager of the 


Capitol, succeeding Hudson FEd- 
wards, who goes to the Rialto. 
Birmingham. 


On warrant by N. H. Waters of 
Waters chain of nabes, Mr. and 
Mrs. H. S. Gilmer of Fairfield were 
arrested in connection with a flare 
bomb in the Fairfield theatre Oct. 
26. Waters chain is non-union. 





Newburgh, N. Y. 

Supreme Court Justice Morsch- 
auser has referred to Justice Wit- 
schief the further hearing on con- 
firmation of a referee’s report in 
connection with the mortgage fore- 
closure sale of three Middletown 
theatres. Justice Witschief is ill, 
but Justice Morschauer indicated 
that the former, before whom all 
previous hearings have taken place, 
should conclude the case. The prop- 
erties are the Show Shop, State, and 
Straton theatres, which recently 
were bid in for $150,000. 


Creston, Ia. 
Glenn W. Dickinson Theatre Co., 
Lawrence, Kan., has leased the Iowa 
and will reopen after completely re- 
decorated and new equipment in- 
stalled. Eller Metzger to manage. 


Lester Zimmerman temporarily in 
charge of publicity and advertising 
at the Fox, Brooklyn. Arthur Hous- 
man, who resigned to join National 
Screen, is still doing ads and trail- 
ers. Zimmerman was assistant to 
Housman. 


Syracuse. 
Refunds totalling $3,007 to the 
Bellevue-Rich Corp., owner of the 
Riviera, will be made by the city 
pursuant to orders in certiorari as- 
sessment cases signed by Supreme 
Court Justice Frank J. Cregg. 


San Francisco. 

Following changes in ownership 
in this territory: 

Rex, Clovis, from John Hucknall 
to J, Kenneaster; Liberty, .Mays- 
ville, from Tom Bellisis to Morgan 
Walsh and George Mann (Midland 
Theatres); New Regent, San Mateo, 
from W. C. Poole of Regent Theatre 
Corp. to P. Kyprios. 





Name changes include: New 
| Turlock, Turlock, to Broadway; Mt. 
View, Mt. View, to Blanco’s; Setab 
| Portola, to Gilda; Gaiety, Frisco to| 

‘ Roxie, 





Milwaukee. 
D. E. Weshner now zone manager 
for the 21 Warner houses in Wis- 
consin. Recently advertising and 
publicity director for the Stanley 
Fabian and national Warner the- 
atres, 





Charlotte, N. C. 

Renovation and construction pro- 
gram launched by Criterion here, 
with two shifts of 25 men working 
24 hours a day to keep house closed 
as short as possible. Changes in- 
clude lowering balcony, installation 
of new seat§ new and elaborate 
lounge with new furnishings, re- 
building office floor under baicony, 
and painting. 





Los Angeles. 

Following changes have _ been 
made in Fox West Coast theatre 
and managerial setups in the South- 
ern California district. 

San Bernardino, Burton Jones re- 
places Gerald Gallagher as manager 
of the West Coast, Gallagher goes to 
San Diego territory, with definite 
placement to be announced later. 
Redlands, Edward Penn replaces 
Burton Jones as manager at the 
Redlands. Hermosa: Hermosa 
closed indefinitely. Manager Rob- 
ert Sprowl temporarily unassigned. 
San Pedro: J. D. L. Esperance re- 
places C. S. Crews as manager at 
the Cabrillo, with Robert T. Smith 
going into spot vacated by L’Es- 
perance at the Florence in Los An- 
geles. Santa Monica: John Hall re- 
places Robert Smith as manager of 
the Criterion. Oceon Park: Louis 
Vega who was skeded to go to the 
Golden Gate as assistant manager 
to Peskay, will act as house man- 
ager at the Dome, 


Chicago. 

Chicago Title and Trust last week 
filed suit to foreclose on Pickwick 
Theatre building, owned by Bill Ma- 
lone, 

Follows default of July interest on 
$350,000 bond issue. Bill charges di- 
version of rental coin from bond 
payment. 

Vendome theatre reopened by 
John Kemp, leasing spot from re- 
ceivers, 

Business written during Para- 
mount Week in September has re- 
sulted in award of prizes to ex- 
changes, salesmen and bookers par- 
ticipating. Branch which did the 


|; best business was Seattle, Neal East 


grabbing the $750 first prize. John 

Howard, branch chieftain at Port- 

land, Me., No. 2, copping $500, and 
(Continued on page 26) 


| publications 


magazine, a 


Two Publications 


Loftus, of the Royalty 
London, sends in the two 
he gets out for his 
One is the Royalty theatre 
16-pager with two 
pages for each of the month’s dou- 
ble features. The other is the Film 
Courier and is a four pager with a 


Peter 
cinema, 


house. 


|} front star portrait, the inside to the 


| current 


| ter 


'in a pinch. 


|years ago, the multiple folder. 





i agent, 


offering and the back for 
the underline, all very orderly in 
presentation, smartly written, with 
an economy of words and with bet- 
cuts than would be used over 
here. Paper permits the use of 120 
screen and probably could go to 149 
Some 60-screen cuts are 
Slipped in, but they are so well 
printed they do not pull the appear- 
ance down much. 

Mr. Loftus also slips in 
which originated over here 


an idea 
a dozen 
It’s 
a strip of paper, 21x2% inches. First 
fold is slightly less than two inches, 
with the rest of the streamer fold- 
ed over and over in a wrap around 
instead of accordion style. Each 
sheet discloses a pair of new teaser 
messages until the inside pages are 
finally reached, with an advertise- 
ment for the house’s crazy show. 

This used to be popular over here, 
but none has come in for a long 
time. Perhaps this will bring a re- 
vival; it should. 

Point is that the English show- 
man is just as alert as his Yankee 
brother, general belief to the con- 
trary. 


Shine Parlor 
No special connection between 


‘After Tonight’ and a nail polish by 


Kenneth McGaffey knew where he 
could do a tie-in, so he sold his boss, 
Richard L. Moss, the idea of a man- 
icurist in the lobby of the Hillstreet, 
Los Angeles, to demonstrate one of 
those pink pastes, which is manu- 
factured by the owners of a string 
of beauty shoppes. 

Not only gave the demonstration, 
but he planted in the dressing room 
of each shop a blurb about the pic- 
ture on the proposition that the 
girls would talk about it as they 
worked over their clients. 

Word of mouth was perhaps even 
better than the lobby work, since it 
reached persons who were not 
around the theatre, but the lobby 
got a ballyhoo that helped, and the 
theatre customers were appreciative 
of something for nothing. 

Hillstreet always takes a small 
as in a Mex paper when it has Gil- 
bert Roland on the screen. He has 
a big following among the Latins, 
and it pays to tell them where and 
when he is. 

This foreign angle is being used 
more generally, but lots of towns 
still ignore this help when oppor- 
tunity affords. 


Taking the Cake 


Most theatres have anniversaries 
and most use cakes to mark the 
event. Generally the cakes are iced 
with plaster of paris over a paste- 
beard frame and sometimes it goes 
down cellar to be dusted off the next 
year with another candle added. 
Where real cake is used, it may be 
tied in to an estimate contest as to 
the weight of the cake, but that’s 
about as far as it goes. 

One theatre varied the stunt one 
year with a parade of children with 
a slice of the cake promised each 
parader. Kids marched half a mile 
to the house, where the parade was 
dismissed, with each child given a 
coupon good for a slice. Cake, 
which was pure fake, was taken in- 
to the theatre “to be cut” and after 
a 10 minute wait trays of slices 
were brought out to be exchanged 
for the coupons. Saved mess, saved 
the extra trouble involved in baking 
the giant, and gave the youngsters 
fresh cake. 

It’s a good way to get a parade 
for a small investment, and it can 
make plenty of noise even in size- 
able places. 


Idea From Press Book 
Salt Lake City. 

LL. Marcus theatres—Capitol, Par- 
amount and  Victory—supporting 
non-advertising radio gossip broad- 
cast patterned after Winchell. 
George Provol, selected after many 
tryouts for spieler spot because of 
perfect doubling of W. W. Phony 
name of Walter Wind used to put 
over movie gossip. Idea originated 








with Div. Mgr. Harry David after 
hearing one-time shot put on by 
KDYL as build-up for ‘Broadway 


Through Keyhole’ from script fure 
nished with press book. 


Chasing the Duck 


Fort Worth. 
Donohue, Palace publicity 
had two boys, dressed like 
Groucho and Harpo, lead four ducks 
around town to advertise ‘Duck 
Soup.’ A ronot in window also was 
(Continued on page 48) 
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LET ME BE THE LAST TO CON- 


GRATULATE YOU, BILL POWELL 


You certainly have gone box-office in this 
Philo Vance show of youcs! It’s getting 
so I can’t pick up a trade mag without 
reading about how ‘Powell holds over on 
Broadway,’ ‘Powell gets double week in 
Washington,’ ‘Powell boosts average’ in 
Denver, New Haven, or Four Corners... 
No clowning, though, it’s one grand show. 
I almost went screwy trying to figure 
who was knocking off all those muggs — 
and you know your old Public Enemy 
when it comes to murder! So it’s no 


mystery to me why they’re going big for 


WILLIAM POWELL 


[THE KENNEL MURDER CASE 


A Warner Bros. picture with Mary Astor, 
Eugene Pallette, Ralph Morgan, Helen 
Vinson.  Direc‘ed by Michael. Curtiz. 


/ 


Tuesday, November 21, 1933 
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Warner-First National Lead 
In National Gross Analysis of 
Released New-Season Pix 


Hic! Scoopee! 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Repeal or no repeal, movie 
giggle water will remain eye- 
wash. Problem confronted 
Warners when prop depart- 
ment started to map plans for 
shooting on ‘Wonder Bar’ last 
week. Giant bar filling entire 
stage called for thousands of 
bottles of the stuff. Bright 
prop boy not in the biz in pre- 
prohi days, figuring to follow 
studio plans to make the show 
biggest of all musicals from 
this lot, laid out a cost sheet 
for the McCoy instead of the 
phoney used hitherto. Figure 
when totaled knocked him diz- 
zier than a chorus gal learning 
to roller-skate. Decision: All 
dough for ‘Wonder Bar’ will go 
for gorgeous settings, tremen- 
dous cast, plenty of tunes, 
Berkeley beauties by the bil- 
lions—but thirst-quenching to 
be confined to cold tea for 
whiskey, grape-juice for wine 
and water, nice and cold, for 
gin. Hic! 8S’ too bad! 


‘DISRAEL? RE-RELEASE 


Detailed checkup of 1933-34 films 
already released by major distribs, 
shows Warner-First National prod- 
uct topping grosses on all fronts, 
Survey included key cities and 
tankers and offers definite indica. 
tion of country’s general b.o. trend, 
Only pix on new-season schedule 
were included and care was taken 
to observe general run of product 
instead of merely roadshow class 


In addition to recognized leader- 
ship in practically every situation 
of Warner’s musical ace, ‘Footlizght 
Parade,’ during past month, come 
pany’s October and early Novem- 
ber program sent a quintet of 
steady, dependable dough-getters 
into the field. Representative find- 
ings of general business registered 
by these films follow: 

‘Kennel Murder Case,’ marking 
William Powell’s return in Philo 
Vance role, grossed way over house 
average in first week to surprise 
holdover at Rialto, N. Y¥. In Chi 
loop went haywire over Vance, 
doubling average biz at McVick- 
ers. Orpheum, Denver, went an 
even 2 grand over average; Met, 
Washington, held over, and dual 
run at Par and Fenway, Boston, 
aggregated almost two thousand 


GETTING BIG PLAY | above usual take. 


Announced reissue of ‘Disraeli’ 
(WB), Arliss prize film of 1929 and 
generally conceded as star’s greatest 
mass vehicle, has met with speedy 


response from exhib leaders. Among 
sigs already in a-.e Ike Libson of 
Cincy, Ed Fay, Providence circuit 
head and Bill Keyes, w.k. Dayton 
showman. Date of re-release set for 
Dec. 16. 

Reason for strong play from in- 
dies and chains is seen in numer- 
ous unusual angles on which large 
idraw is anticipated. Known fact 
| that all individual return engage- 
ments filled by ‘Disraeli’ showed re- 
ceipts well in the black. Also, a 
new generation that has heard of 
but never seen Arliss’ greatest can 
be counted on for a strong play. 
Third angle is in present scarcity 
of genuine ‘family’ entertainment. 

Check on pic’s history since day 
of original release shows: 

1,657 consecutive days of pilayi 
time. 

Shown in over 29,000 houses. 

Seen by more than 170 million 
persons, speaking 24 different lan- 
guages, 

Voted greatest drama of its time 
by 192 recognized critics. 


Sergava, Russian Find, 
Makes Good, First Try 


| 

| Considered one of the outstanding 
|; coast finds, Kathryn Sergava, new 
Russian importation on Warner 
lot, was awarded term contract on 
| strength of her first role. Film, 
‘Bedside,”” has Warren William in 
male lead and script was handled 
to give Sergava, ultra ‘hot’ type, 
plenty chance to show. She did. 


LOOKS LIKE BROWN XMAS 


Biggest number of advance book- 
ings ever recorded for Joe E. Brown 
are lined up on star’s latest opus, 
‘Son of a Sailor’ (WB). Comic’s 
draw with kids and family trade 
is believed responsible as schedule 
calls for its release to meet Yule 
holidays. Almost 240 dates are pen- 
cilled in and around this period, 
with studio putting in plenty night 
work to meet heavy print require- 
ments, 


SAENGER CHAIN IN 
100% WARNER BUY 


Saenger Amusemént Co., operat- 
ing about 40 houses in the south, is 
latest chain to sign for entire War- 
ner-First National 1933-34 output. 
Deal includes all Vita shorts and 
; trailers. E. V. Richards acted for 
| Saenger and Grad Sears handled 
| Warner end. 


Other Strong Ones 

With ‘The World Changes,’ Ware 
ners hit new house high at Holly- 
wood, N. Y. Film is in current 4th 
week with 5th more than likely. 
Boston and Newark, only other 
dates caught, registered exception- 
ally strong and well over average. 

‘Female’ biz is registering pic as 
easily Chatterton’s biggest, with 
Detroit and St. Louis both in 
beaucoup dough. 

First two dates of ‘College Coach,’ 
timed at height of football fever, 
show Los Angeles very hey-hey in 
run at Downtown and N. Y. crowds 
ditto at Strand. 

Stanwyck’s different role in ‘Ever 
In My Heart’ drew a gross 20% 
over average in latest date at Chi 
theatre, Chi. 

Analysis farther back in newe- 
season output showed correspond- 
ingly favorable results with WB 
pix, such as ‘I Loved a Woman’ and 
‘Bureau of Missing Persons.’ 


BIG NAMES SET FOR 
‘WONDER BAR’ CAST 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 


List of celebs already cast in 
‘Wonder Bar’ reads like Beverly 
Hills phone directory. Line-up in- 
cludes many new names on Warner 
roster as Maxwell Arno, casting 
head, looked for types most suited 
to musical roles regardless of stu- 
dio affiliations. Headliners with 
definite assignments in Warners’ 
ambitious melody show >v shoote 
ing, include Kay Francis, Al Jolson, 
Dolores Del Rio, Dick Powell, Fifi 
D’Orsay, Guy Kibbee, Hugh Her- 
bert, Glenda Farrell and Ruth Don- 
nelly with plenty more to come. 


Le Roy for ‘Teen’ 


Hal Le Roy, whose fancy dancing 
has been Broadway’s top for past 
two years, has been signed by War- 
ners to play name lead in company’s 
filming of ‘Harold Teen,’ based on 
pop newspaper strip. Le Roy just 
wound up at Brooklyn Vita studio 
in ‘Private Lessons,’ a 2-reel mu- 
sical comedy, upon completion of 
which he got ticket to coast. Mur- 
ray Roth, former Vita director, has 
been handed the megaphone for 
‘Harold Teen.’ 


Bacon’s Decade with WB 


Lloyd Bacon, Warner megger, is 
celebrating tenth year of service 
with the company. Bacon, son of 
the late Frank Bacon, handled many 
of WB’s standout hits. Current as- 
signment on Burbank lot is ‘Won- 
der Bar,’ with Busby Berkeley col- 
labing on musical end. 
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Footlight’ Rates Top Musical Coin, 
Beating Former WB Girly-Girlies 


In In 807, of 


Exhibs over the country are ina 
hubbub of hey-hey over prosperity 
biz pulled in by ‘Footlight Parade. 
Latest Warner song-and-dance has 
key city slickers and small town 
yokels reaching deep into the jeans 
proving that depresh or no depresh. 
the dough is there if the attraction 


With circus stunts and sock ads 
helping for record takes, mare cash 
has poured into the tills over the 
past couple of week-ends with ‘Pa- 
rade’ than many of the spots have 
geen in plenty of full weeks. Black 
ink has once more come into its 
ewn on managers’ desks. 

Checkup on ‘Footlight’ bookings 
to date shows 80% of situations top- 
ping fo.mer highs on Warners’ ‘42nd 
Street’ and ‘Gold Diggers,’ with 
holdovers in 90% of situations. Tip- 
off on ‘Footlight’ grosses is indi- 
cated in comparative business in 
key spots: 

Newark (Branford)—First week 
10% ahead of ‘Gold Diggers’—14% 
above ‘42nd Street.’ Picture built, 
with second week showing receipts 
16% ahead ‘Gold Diggers’—16% 
@head ‘42nd Street.’ Show ran 
three weeks, with last week 20% 
above ‘Gold Diggers.’ ‘42nd Street’ 
play«d Branford only two weeks. 

Jersey City (Stanley)—Folks 
went ga-ga over musical giving it 
a take of 46% over ‘Gold Diggers’ 
and 35% above ‘42nd Street.” Held 
over. 

Hartford (Strand)-—21% ahead of 
42nd Street; 10% ahead of ‘Gold 
Diggers.’ Held over. 

Pittsburgh (Stanley)—Ran 12% 
above former Warner musicals. Held 
ever. 

New Haven (Roger Sherman)— 
15% ahead of ‘42nd Street’; 11% 
ahead of ‘Gold Diggers.’ Dan Finn's 
terrific campaign helped take. Held 
over. 

Memphis (Warner) — Howard 
Waugh’s bally helped bring grosses 
82% ahead of ‘42nd Street’ and 11% 
ahead of ‘Gold Diggers.’ 

Brooklyn (Strand)—Running cur- 
rently in fourth big week, with best 
biz in two years and way above 
previous melody shows 

Troy (Troy)—Opening day 35% 
better than any other opening. 

Denver (Aladdin)—25% better 
than ‘Gold Diggers.’ 

Boston (Met)—Way over average 
biz. 

Los Angeles—(Hollywood and 
Downtown)—Dual opening off to 
gamash atart, leading both ‘42nd 
Street’ and ‘Gold Diggers’ by 20%. 


More ‘Vance’ for Powell 


Success of ‘Kennel Murder Case,’ 
William Powell's first in years as 
Philo Vance, sent Warners scurry- 
ing after latest S. S. Van Dine chill- 
er, ‘Dragon Murder Case’ for quick 
purchase. However, smart decision 
that two ‘Vances’ together is liable 
to type Powell too definitely, gives 
Bill starring role in ‘Fashion Plate’ 
first. 





ios Blue to Vita 


Producer race for Ben Blue, vaude 
and ether comic, comes to close 
with Warner ahead. Little Boy 
Blue goes to Vitaphone for sc:ies 
ef 15 comedies on 3-year term. Fuss 
for Ben's sig on movie contract 
started om completion of his two 
2-reelers at Warners’ Flatbush 
plant, ‘Here Comes Flossie’ and 
‘Nervous Hands.’ Blue shorts will 
be released in Vita’s 2-reel name 
geries, ‘Big V’ comedies. 


60 FANNERS IN “PLATE” 


New Pic Out-Rands Rand With 
That Certain Dance 
Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

With Sally Rand making nation 
fan-conscious, Warners take lead in 
fan fad by astaging dance of 60 
ostrich feather wavers in “The 
Fashion Plate,’ coming release. This 
will be the only girly number in 
pic, with each cutie wearing noth- 
ing but four feathers as cover-up. 
William Powell and Bette Davis are 
starred in “The Fashion Plate,’ tale 
of a male fashion leader. 











| date of distribution or in final cut- 





Bookings to Date 


“Hi, Nellie!” 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 








| 
| 
| 


‘Hi, Nellie!’ is the latest cry 
used to cover social sins by 
coast celebs. 


When you spill giggle soup 
in the lap of a fussy dowager, 
trump the little lady’s ace, put 
the yap at the next table on |! 
the pan and he overhears, or | 
stroll into a nudist camp with 
pants on, just grin and shout 
‘Hi, Nellie!’ It may, or may 
not, do the trick, but what 
have you got to lose? 

Password started on Warner 
lot, during filming of Paul 
Muni’s ‘Hi Nellie!’ newspaper 
story of an ‘Advice to Love- 
lorn’ ed, and caught on. 


WB-FN Production Setup 
Hits New Studio High 


High speed production tempo in- 
augurated on the WB-FN lot has re- 
sulted in a new record for ea:ly 
completion of output by a major 
distrib organization. With 60 pix 
set for 1933-34 consumption, the as- 
sociated companies last week star. d 
active filming on ‘Wonder Bar,’ 
bringing total of films past the prep- 
aration stage to 33, more than 50% 
of the entire program. Of these, 
25 are already released, awaiting 














ting stages. 

Record is mainly attributed to the 
fact that the largest personnel con- 
tracted by any studio is listed for 
the combined companies. Number 
of stars, featured players, support- 
ing artists, directors, writers and 
production execs on the line was 
checked at 156. 

13 Thru January 

Thirteen films not yet generally 
distributed have been definitely 
dated through January. W ~-ding 
up the current month’s release 
schedule are “Havana Widows,” 
laugh special with cast of six 
comics, set to go on the 18th, and 
Muni’s dramatic smash, ‘The World 
Changes’ pre-released to wow biz 
and slated for the 25th. 

December gives the trade a sex- 
tet of profit-promisers from this 
studio with ‘From Headquarters’ on 
the 2nd; ‘Lady Killer,’ Jimmy Cag- 
ney’s lowdown on the movie-mecca 
on the 9th; re-release of Arliss in 
‘Disraeli’ prompted by flood of re- 
quests from front-line exhibs, on 
the 16th; two for the yuletide—Joe 
E. Brown's panful of fun for the 
family, ‘Son of a Sailor’ and Kay 
Francis in ‘The House of 56th Street’ 
with Ricardo Cortez and Gene Ray- 
10nd; and Eddie Robinson in W. 
R. Burnett's book-of-the-month, 
‘Dark Hazard’ on the 30th, 





Blizzard i in » Buffalo, | 
But ‘Footlight’ Socko 


Buffalo, Nov. 20. 

Howling blizzard that blew into 
town day and date with ‘Footlight 
Parade’ (WB) failed to offer enough 
opposish to stop march to b.o. at 
Shea's Great Lakes. Musical opened 
Saturday morning and by noon 3,300 
seater was S.R.O. Elaborate open- 
ing parade lined up by Shea’s staff 
had to be called off because of snow- 
fall and was postponed to Monday 
with plenty boom-boom and big 
take registered at close. 





Warner Previews Have 
Coast Wise Listening 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 





Rave reports emanating from lo- 
cal press as result of a series of | 
sneak previews of recent WB- -FN | 
product, has peeved coast big shots | 
anxious to keep in the know. Rival 
studio execs who ).ave made catch- 
ing all Warner showings part of the | 
daily routine feel left out of things | 
since the Burbank gang is making 
the preview thing really secret. En- 
try to showings is in the usual man- 
ner but dates are kept under derbies 
until a w hours before time. Ep!i- 
demic of perked ears is evident on 
the Boulevard. 


AND | WANT TO BE THE FIRST 


TO FELICITATE YOU, MR. CAGNEY 


on the swell job you’ve done in ‘Lady 
Killer.’ | caught last night’s preview at the 
Beverly, and did my heart beat when I 
realized it was the inside story of a 
certain famous movie star’s career! ... 
SWitiamaciathesmmoeltiam:“isetebias(-m\VCl-m Orbe © 
the girl you slapped from’ obscurity 
to fame in ‘Public Enemy’, is the real 
battle of the century. And when you 
threw your... ...%.%. . . out ‘of 
POUT Se Se OR Ber es Ss 
....., 1 said to myself-‘Those Warner 
boys are going to be mighty proud of 


| JAMES CAGNEY 
LADY KILLE 


A Warner Bros. picture with Mae Clark, 
Margaret Lindsay, Henry O'Neill, Leslie 
Fenton. Directed by Roy Del Ruth. 
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BEHIND THE KEYS 





(Continued from page 23) 
Henry Randel, Brooklyn 
| manager, third, $300. 
Salesmen writing the most con. 
tracts were $200 to G. Peterson, 


branch 


Co- 


lumbus; $150 to J. Perley, New Jer. 

| ey; $100 to M. Simon, Buffalo; $75, 
M. Segel, Seattle; and $50, E. Brad. 
ley, Portland, Me. 

Par bookers in the money were 
G. Haviland, New York, first prize 
of $200; L. Hughes, Portland, Me., 
second, $150; L. Bergson, Brooklyn, 
third, $100; H. Haustein, San Fran- 
cisco, fourth, $75; and RB. srooks, 


New Jersey, fifth, $50. 
Montgomery. 

George Phillips named manager 
of Strand, succeeding Eugene Par- 
rish, moved to Empire. Milton New- 
some, assistant at laramount, goes 
to Birmingham as manager of 
Rialto. 





Charlotte, N. Cc. 

Julian Brylawski, real estate rep- 
resentative of Warner Bros., here, 
Warners considering erection of de 
luxe picture house here. The Broad- 
way here is leased by the corpora- 
tion. 

Paramount and Plaza theatres, 
Asheville, being entirely renovated, 

Jesters club, composed of Char- 
lotte film people, new quarters on 
West Fourth street over the Na- 
tional Theatre Supply company’s 
headquarters. Four new members, 
R. D. Williamson, J. H. Dillon, Jack 
London and M. H. Brandon. 





Utica, N. Y. 

To strengthen box office prices 
and to straighten out a run situa- 
tion viewed as disastrous by ex- 
hibitors concerned, four local neigh- 
borhood houses have delegated the 
buying of film to Kallet Theatres, 
Ine., of Oneida, represented in the 
Utica field by the Uptown and 
Orpheum, Theatres joining in the 
move are the Rialto, operated by 
Marx and Carl, Inc., the Lincoln and 
James, controlled by Slotnick and 
Lewis, and the Highland, owned by 
the Highland Theatre Corp. 

Under the new set-up second runs 
go to the Uptown and third runs to 
the Orpheum, with the other houses 
following. 





Detroit. 
New name for the Detroit Para- 
mount Theatres, now United Detroit 
Theatres, George W. Trendle, pres. 
Last name was Pontiac Theatres 
Corp. 





Los Angeles. 

Bill Gleason is manager of the 
Padre, San Pedro, for Cabart, the 
Caballero-Arthur-Marco firm. 

Floyd Rice transferred from the 
Padre to the State, Long Beach, 
Lester Fountain, who returned from 
a three-month vacash in the east, 
is now city manager in Santa Ana 


for Cabart. Succeeds Carl Miller 
who becomes assistant to Milt 
Arthur and swing manager for the 


circuit. 





Wayne Dailard replacing Marty 
Schwartz temporarily as manager 
of the West Coast, Long Beach, 
Schwartz recouping from a ill siege. 
Fox, San Bernardino, closed for 
an indefinite period Nov. 13. 





Seattle. 
Herb Sobottka is new manager of 
Coliseum (Evergreen) succeeding 
Maurie Nimmer. Sobottka just 
completed connection with Sheffield 
Exchange, where he handled special 
exploitation for ‘Back to Nature.’ 





San Francisco, Nov. 20. 
Richard Marshall, former gencral 







































































imanager for Henry Duffy’s 
| chain and more recently p. a. at Fox 


legit 


Embassy, shifted to Fox California, 
Berkeley, as manager. 
He succeeds Robert McHale, trans- 





| ferred to Fox, San Mateo, succeed- 
ing Harry Brown. 
St. Paul. 
Two new loop houses and two 


nifty new nabes have thrown back 
their doors. 

Charles Schlerf, who several 
months ago bought the Gem, nabe 
house, saw his spot razed by a fire 
which started in the boiler room. 











_26 VARIETY PICTURES. = 
Comparative Grosses for November Ox) —Oek. 26) Nov 2] Nov. 8 
DENHAM Too Much Harmony and No Angel No Angel 
ee (1,500; 25-30-40)} Harmony | To Last Man $16,000 $14,000 
High. .$16,000 $9,000 $9,300 (New high) (2a week) 
(Continued from page 11) Low... (Stage show)| (2d — 
MONTREAL DENVER | Night Flight} Bowery The Baron | Bway Thru 
- (2,500; 25-35-50) $8,000 $10,000 $6,000 Keyhole 
_ Oct. 19 | Oct. 26 |; _ Nov. 2 __Nov- 9 __| High. .$27,700 $4,000 

PALACE Too Much | Berkeley Sq.) at to Love| Night ~— Low... 3,200 -_ (6 days) 

br aaa Samy Harmony $8,000 8,500 am ORPHEUM | Solitaire Man| Power and | Saturday’s Kennel 
High. .$18,000 $6,500 Facing the (2,600; 25-35-40) "$7,500 Glory Millions Murder 
Low... 6,500) (New Low) Music High. .$20,000 $15,000 $12,500 $12,500 

$9,000 Low... 3,750 (55 cut to 40) 
aie on : (6 days) (Stage show) aeee 

CAPITOL Tomorrow | Heroes for Morning No Angel PAR- Deluge | Stage Mother | Walls of Gold| Love, Honor, 

CG. 18; & at 7 and Sale and Glory and viteve AMOUNT $3,200 $3,500 $2,250 Oh, Baby! 
High. .$30,000| Torch Singer Her First Flying Devils (2,000; 25-40) $2,500 
Low... 5, $8,000 Mate $8,000 High .$22,000 
a ~ Si Tt sara Low... 1,750 Fe 

LOEW’S oy for Dr. Bull — vor and 

(3,200; 65) Sale * $18,000 13,500 ory TT 
High. .$18,000 $13,000 (Thurston on $9,000 SEA LE 
Low... 5,500 (Vaude) stage) Oct. 19 Oct. 26 Nov. 2 Nov. 9 
PRINCESS Narrow Bowery and | Bowery and | My Woman | FIFTH AVE.| Power and Penthouse Too Much No Angel 

(1,900; 50) Corner and | Devil’s Mate! Devil’s Mate! and Tarzan (2,400; 25-40) Glory $7,300 Harmony $19,500 
High. .$25,000 | Brief Moment $7,500 $6,000 $8,000 High. .$26,000 $6,500 $6,400 

Low... 3,500' —« $6,500 (2d_week) _-'_ ____ | Low... 2,800 s 
ROXY Lady for Day| Saturday’s Ladies Must Pilgrimage 
KANSAS CIT Y can; san | Saree Millions hove $3,000 
High.. $5,600 17,000 
ool Oct. 19 Oct. 26 Nov. 2 Nov. 9 Low . . 4,000 (8 days) (35-50c) 

MIDLAND | Night Flight Bowery The Baron B’way Thru (Tex Guinan 

£4,000; 25) $14,700 $23,000 $8,000 Keyhole tial on stage) os 
High. .$35,000 (25¢ top) $10,000 PAR- Sunday Solitaire Man| Berkeley Sq. | Way to Love 
Low... 5,100) _ he ae =e 2 MOUNT Afternoon $1,600 $3,800 $2,700 

MAIN- Ann Vickers | Mayor of Hell| Ace of Aces Chance at (3,106; 25-40) $5,100 (New low) (9 days) 

STREET $8,000 $5,500 $21,000 Heaven High. .$21,000 
Ninh. $32,000 (Vaude) (6 days) (8 seved yor bea Low.. 1,600 

igh. .$32, (Midway (6 days Ps ; in it 
Low... 3,700 Nights on {Burns and  LIBERT) a — ane te ™ oY oo of ba ae 

(stage) — on High. .$12,000| Below Sea | Lone Bandit Constant Reform Girl 
uf. stage) Low... 2,100 $4,700 $4,200 Women $4,700 
REWRAN Bs =e a Ange! - Angel Way to pave $4,000 
pony 4 arvest and 22,000 11,000 , MUSIC BOX| Goodbye | Ann Vickers | B’way Thru | Ever in My 
High. .$33,000 Golden (2d week) (900; 25-40) hede $4,000 Keyhole Heart 
Low ...-4,000/ Harvest High. .$17,000 $3,000 $2,200 $2,000 
$4,000 eneeiaatiids Low... 2,000 (New_low) 
Pe ate A Ann Carver Golddiggers yg: for weer and | ——— = 

0; 1-25 and and ale and ouble 
High. .$13.400| Vampire Bat! Price Inno- Narrow Harness DETROIT 
Low... 1,500 $1,800 cence Corner $2,000 Oct. 19 Oct. 26 Nov. 2 Nov. 9 

$1,800 $2,000 MICHIGAN | Stage Mother| Way to Love| Bombshell | Night Flight 
(4,015; 15-25-35- $11,900 8,100 $20,000 $29,000 
SAN FRANCISCO , 0 (Stage show) 
Oct. 19 Oct. 26 Nov. 2 Nov. 9 iiigh. ees 

PARA- My Weakness | Way to Love No Angel No Angel ; k 4 i t Gald 

MOUNT $10,506 $11,000 $37,000 $22,000 aseor Wanes. a my ae ae” bate 
CA Se? (New High) (2d week) 40-55) (Stage show) $15,000 
High. $37,000 High. $50,000 
Low.. 5,000 : . Ean. 5: 4,000 

GOLDEN Midshipman My Woman | Ann Vickers | Love, Honor, FISHER Too Much Saturday’s Missing _ Bombshell | 

iATE ie Jack $10,500 $10,500 Oh, Baby! (2,665; 15-25-35- Harmony Millions Persons $4,000 
(2,844; 30-40-65) $10,000 $9,000 40) $5,000 $11,200 $3,500 
High. $19,000 | (Stage Show) High. .$29,000| (Stage show) 
Low.. _5,400 Ea Low... 3,200 
on aia aeoower ° Bombshell Night Flight ore in My — 
2,700; 35-55-65 ollywoo $18,000 $19,000 eart 
High. $48,000] $17,000 $13,000 PORTLAND, ORE. 
Low.. _8,200! (Stage Show) | ; Oct. 19 Oct. 26 Nov. 2 Nov. 9 
B’WAY B’way To Beauty For Bombshell The Baron 
MINNEAPOLIS (2,000; 25-40) H'wood Sale $6,400 $4,700 
Oct. 19 Oct. 26 Nov. 2 Nov. 9 | High. $21,000 $5,000 $4,800 

STATE . : —— Low.. 2,900 

aun an. | Meee 1 deren = yd UNITED Bowery | Night Flight| Night Flight| B’way Thru 
Minh. ¢ memeny an $8, ARTISTS $6,500 $6,000 $2,600 Keyhole 
ng barr $9,200 ; $17,000 1 (1,000; 25-40) {2a Week— $3,300 
ow C(Crasy Quilt High. $13,200 5 Days) (9 Days) 

on stage) ~ Low.. 1,200 
ORPHEUM | Ann Vickers | My Woman | Ace of Aces Missing F > F 
egg] $2:000 | a and | ht000 | Persons | Grsoor za) | Romance | Jack | “Gold” | enso0 
igh, avage Go ‘Strike Me J 9 or . 
gd 2'200 27 Pink’ én i: ty ast $3,000 $2,600 (Stage Show) 
: stage) _ Doubled) 
LYRIC Charlie Chan} Day and Age Golden Tillie and Gus (Tex Guinan 
(1,300; 25) $2,600 $3,500 Harvest $2,700 on Stage) 
High. $17,000 $2,000 => 
SeSsieltiee ) CINCINNATI 
PITTSBURGH Oct. 19 Oct. 26 Nov. 2 Nov. 9 
ALBEE Ann Vickers Bower No Angel Ange! 
2S Ct om Nev. 2 (3,300; 35-44) $10,600 $13,700 $24,500 $12,000 
PENN Bowery Night Flight No Angel Bombshell | High. .$33,500 (24 week) 
meen 25-35-50) $14,500 $17,000 $26,000 $11,000 Low... 5,800 ' 
at ieee PALACE Sing, Sinner,| Turn Back My Woman | Way to Love 
: u . ave (2,600; 35-44-60) Sing Clock $15,500 $11,000 
a Lh aol + Dr. Bull Disgraced Emperor Turn Back | High. .$28,100 $8,100 $14,800 (Burns and | (Halle Roy 
, €,750; 15-25-40) $5,000 $2,900 Jones Clock Low... 4,500 (Vaude (Ben Bernie Allen on on stage) 
High. $12,000 $5,000 $3,000 (Ethel Barry-| on stage) stage) 
Low.. 1,900 ae more on 
Mt 44 Lady for Day —_ Ann Vickers | Way to Love! _ stage) 

—s oo $12,000 Parade $10,006 , LYRIC Sunday Stage Mother| Love, Honor,| Berkeley Sq. | 
High. $48,000 $23,500 (5 days) (1,394; 35-44) Afternoon $2,900 Oh, Baby! $6,000 
Low.. 3,750 eee: High. .Saaaee $7,000 (New low) $4,000 

ow... 
PHILADELPHIA KEITH'S Loved Ever in My Kennel Footlight 
Oct. 19 Oct. 26 Nov. 2 Nov. 9 er ay @ woman leart Murder Parade 
EARLE Solitaire Man Golden | Saturday's Midshipman on eae $4,500 $5,20¢ $6,000 $17,000 
rs He $27,000 $11,500 Harvest Millions Jack take 

igh. .$27, (Vaude) $16,000 $11,500 $17,500 A TAR —— 

Low... 10,500 (Sally Rand (Warings on WASHINGTON 
A. stage) os Oct. 19 Oct. 26 Nov. 2 N 

ies " . ° ov. 9 

(8.000% 89°55-15) wagi5.000 B anaioad mananee mei6 S00" a eat? [eee = Golden Ever in My 
3,000; 75 ’ 4 500 (2,424; 25-35-50- $14,000 $14,000 Harvest H t 

High. .$41,000 | (Stage show) $15,000 $14,500 (Milton Berle 60-70) (Vaude) ae $15,000 + 

Low... 10,500 (Bill ee on stage) High. .$27,000 ” P > spa 
son on stage cls Mi r 
————__—________ | — = ... 6,000 ney 

STANLEY _— i Way to Love ———r Low aoe 
(3,700; 40-55-75) ernoon 29, $18,000 arade ae —_ | a} 
High. .$37,000] $18,000 (Morton (Amos 'n’ me loa Leet ae ase menuty for | The Baron | 
Low... 4, (Stage show) | Downey on ‘Andy on 50-60) (Vaude) $18,000 $19,000 euen Eaten 

: ——_ tase) __|_stage)_ High. .$41,500 on stage) | 
BOSTON Lew. . See = ae eee a 
KEITH’S Emperor Ann Vickers Ann, Vickers | Henry 8 
Oct. 19 Oct. 26 Nov. 2 Nov. 9 wie * a Fogl $12,500 $5,000 $15,000 | 
KEITH'S Henry 8th Power and |My Weakness/After Tonight| ... ”" Be (4 days— 2d (10 days) 
(4,000; 25-35-50) $17,200 Glory $11,500 $10,500 oe hers (8 days) week) 
41 $13,50 ‘ OO, Se Pa an ma ane 
a 7 aaa 7 > a . PALACE _ | Night Flight Bowery Bowery. No Angel | 
ORPHEUM | Solitaire Man| Stage Mother; Bowery Bombshell [CO | 878808 —" | oa pater 
(3,000; 30-40-50) $15,500 $14,509 $16,500 $12,500 High $32,000 | (4d week) (New high) 
High. 905.008 (Vaude) a tig 
Low... - = oes Ss ee oe peter ce ; —_———— . ——— | ; ee 
METRO- Paddy Way to Love!  Footlight No Angel CON. a tien a a a oo 
POLITAN $27,500 $21,500 Parade $62,500 = a side ¢3 000 4,00 ooters 
(4,330; 30-40-50-| (Stage show) $36,560 High. .$19,000 alee $1.56) 
65) bia ° | | 
High. .$66,000 | | Low..._t008 a | 
Low... 12,500 —— ‘(Continued on page 31) | 











Damage, $8,000. Loss is covered by 
insurance and Schlerf is going 
ahead for a pronto re-build. 
Pittsburgh. 

WB managerial changes in this 
territory include Charlie Smith, 
manager of Columbia, Brookville, 
Pa., succeeding C, A. Clinch, now 
|manager of Brookville Hotel. 

Paul A. Shell, son of Bill Shell, 
Itenyon manager, to small-seat Pal- 
ce, downtown, as manager, with 
Charlie Murray, Palace mgr., re- 
turning to his old post at the War- 
ner as assistant manager. Al 
| een. former maintenance chief 

vith WB, has just been signed by 
| Harris Amus. Co. in similar ¢a- 

LCity. 

San Francisco. 

Stanley Griffin, formerly at Pre- 
mier Oakland, takes over Park 
View, Frisco. 

Lee Brothers, operating Sutter 
here, taking over Sutter, sacrae 
inenld. 
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Stock Market 





(Continued from page 6) 


money and the outlook for specula- 
tion. Wheat lost ground for the 
week while the general commodity 
index remained stationary, making 
it plain that the first objective in 
the administration’s gold buying 
campaign had so far failed of real- 
ization. So complete was the 
stymie that even the tipsters turned 


silent and brokerage advice was 
non-committal. 
In the amusement group stocks 


were mildly improved, while bonds 
suffered a sinking spell, the latter 
making an especially poor showing 
in comparison with other industrials 
among speculative obligations, 
which normally ought to have made 
a better showing than gilt edge 
liens. The Paramount notes, which 
are a pure gamble, dropped as much 
as 4 points for the older 6's, while 
Warners’ debentures were at one 
time 5 lower. Loew bonds, which 
are among the highly rated in the 
group slipped a little more than 2, 
but at the bottom level there was a 
conspicuous absence of selling pres- 
sure. Pathe bonds held their own, 
but transactions were so limited as 
to rob the performance of sig- 
nificance, except for the inference 
that holders were content with their 
position and willing to ride it out. 


What progress the active film 
stocks made was accomplished on 
the smallest volume in weeks. 
Turnover in Loew's was _ scarcely 
above 10,000 shares for the _ six 
trading days, in several of which 
totals were fairly respectable— 


2,500,000 in one mid-week session. 
Largest net gain in the group was 
that of 1% in Pathe preferred, a 
quiet issue that suddenly jumped 
to equality with Loew’s in volume. 

Company issued an income state- 
ment for the 13 weeks ending Sept. 
30 showing net profit of $423,562 
which cancelled a deficit of $54,274 
for the 26 weeks to July and left a 
substantial balance to be applied to 
the reduction of the losses which 
stand on the books at $4,929,970. 
Significant detail was that the profit 
had been accumulated during the 
dull summer. Item appears in the 
statement of $490,000 revenue from 
‘dividends,’ suggesting that it is de- 
rived from the interest in Dupont 
raw stock in which Pathe holds a 
controlling interest. 

Halting of the continuous losses 
reported by the company for a long 
time, revived old stories of Pathe 
resumption of activity in the labor- 
atory field and brought in a specu- 
lative following. The A _ stock is 
entitled to cumulative dividends at 
the $4 annual rate and an arrearage 
of more than $20 a share has piled 
up. About 8,000 shares of 8% pre- 
ferred stock have claims of dividend 
arrearage ahead of the A_ stock. 
The Dupont stock is valued at $4,- 
000,000. 

Films Follow Trend 

The collective group leaders used 
in the industrial average advanced 
on the week about 2% points, put- 
ting the index at 98.67 which is the 





merest trifle below the best on the 


movement around 99. During the 
week the averages hung close to 
the top, displaying great stubborn- 
ness against selling. Bulls took 
comfort from the stability of the 
list, which was largely supported 
by a few groups, among them oils 
and metals. On the Russian news 
heavy machinery, electrical goods 
and farm machinery companies 
joined in the advance, but the gen- 
eral list responded but feebly to the 
news. From the tape performance 
the industries that can hope to 
benefit from trade with the Soviets 
is strictly limited. 

The picture stocks appeared to 
get no impetus of their own from 
any of the bullish developments 
Rather a few of the active ones 
merely took courage from signs of 
improvement in general business, as 


reflected in advances. scattered 
through the list. 

Columbia experienced sporadic 
bursts of activity, notably Friday 


and again Saturday when it appear- 
ed frequently for intervals at frac- 
tional advances. Loew ventured ra- 
ther further into the territory above 
30 for the first time, but the excur- 
sion was brief. It touched 314% 
Thursday when soaring foreign ex- 
changes rates created considerable 
inflation excitement and there was 2 
minor rush for equities as a hedge 
against depreciating money and 
probably also funds from hastily 
liquidated bonds that was seeking 
asylum from the dollar nervousness. 
3ut it retreated below 30 promptly. 

Market was agitated by frequent 
rumors and was at the mercy of the 
constantly changing money outlook. 
One of the rumors was that the gov- 
erment had found a way to check 
the flight of capital from the coun- 
try by banning purchase of foreign 
securities or exchange by private 
persons. This report turned out to 
have some foundation. Its circula- 
tion at mid-week had contributed to 
urgent buying of stocks. Theory was 
that, export of capital (by purchase 
of stocks here and their resale 
abroad) being barred, next best 
thing to do was to buy domestic 
equities as a dollar hedge. 

All these things made for bulges, 
but there always seemed to be stock 
for sale on fair advances. Dealings 
were described as being very largely 
professional, the public being prac- 
tically out of the market. Even some 
of the large floor operators were re- 
puted to be mere spectators for the 
time being, with only occasional in 
anc out sallies. 

There used to be a tape-reader 
theory that if the market refused to 
decline before obvious bearish news, 
it was a signal for a sharp drop not 
far in the offing. Presumably the 
reverse was true, that is that a 
market that remained static in spite 
of bullish developments, was one in 
which a brisk advance was in the 
making. According to that dope 
there ought to be something of an 
upward surge not far ahead. Per- 
formance to date holds out small 
prospects that the amusements 
would be in line to take any leading 
part in such a possible development 


Summary for week ending Saturday, Nov. 18: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 





Net 
High. Low. Sales. Issue and rate. High, Low. Last. chg 
rer % i American Seat..cccccccccsccssee. 8 2% 2% +% 
27% 6% S500 CHP F CbB.cccecccccssccs BO 22 23% +1% 
5% 1% et 8 eS ee eens 3% 3 3 
14% 5% 5,000 Consol, Film pfd...... coccccese 10% 9% 9% 
89% 46 8,500 Eastman Kodak (3)...ceceseess 75% 68% 73% -—1% 
19 12 S50e FOR Fu A... vcesceess eoccece 15% 14 14% —™% 
30% 10% 356,400 Gen. Biles. (606.)...cccacesescae Beh 10% 21% + % 
25, -- gents 2: Rr eccccccce of ee 15 bid 
86% 814 ee Saree cence 31% 28% 29% + % 
78% 35 100 Do pref. (6%)....... ecccccece . 66 66 66 —1 
q 1% 300 Madison Sq. Garden......e.e-. 2 21 2% + % 
13% 300 Met-G-M pref. (1.89)..... peaears 20% 20% 20% 
216 14 10,100 Paramount ctfs........ ecocsces 2 1% 1% 
2\6 4 B.700 Pathe Machang@s.cccccccccscsccee F% 1% 1% + % 
97% 1% 10,600 Pathe, Class A........ cocecoces OS TH Dy +1% 
12% 35 G1,000 Radio COrp..cscccess ecccccccece 7% 6% 7 —% 
5% 1 GAO BRS cccssccece , 2 2 —% 
85 a oe Universal pref.....see. i 20 bid 
9'% 1 33,000 Warner Bros... 6% 6% — YX, 
6 i <« Saenae 2 Wace ccess os 18'% bid 
58% 19% 54,300 Westinghouse 36% 39% + ™% 
CURB 
264 . -exmae Colmmbia. Picts... 20. cccvgontes oe 08 . oi 
% Le 200 Gen. Thea. E. pfd........- soeains . % % — 
1% 2% EDGR TOCMMIOMGE 6.06 00k b68 688 ed ec eees 11% 10% 10% + \% 
3% l's SOR TVGME TiBeccccvsanecscs iekkhes 2 1% 2 +% 
PRODUCE EXCH. 
2% 17 C.200 POPPED ooecdicecesivescsconcas . 1% 1% + \% 
BONDS 
9% 1 $21,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. °40......... coce | & 3% 4 +% 
61 29% 45,000 Keith 6's, °46....-csccccoeee eco 47 45 45 — % 
89 48 40.000 Tew O18, “Eh. cccccccesscecvcies 82 T9% 79% —2% 
87 47% 5.000 Pathe T'S, “Oi. cancdescnccscvces 85 5 85 
35 4le 11,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6's, '47........ 27% 2 24 —4 
35% 5% 18,000 Par-Pub 5%4’8, '50.......sseceee 26% 25 25% —1 
30 Sas. © wanes TED GR BD Wokcck cv eccteveicvs oe ca ae 
48 12 130,000 Warner Bros. 6's, '39.........4. 41 36 38% —2% 
OVER THE COUNTER, N. Y. 
Bid. Asked. 
- . .. eam Roxy, Class A. ee - ee 


% 
Par-Fam-L ctfs. sold 
Par-Pub ctfs. sold $6.000 @ 26%. 24, 24, 


$7,000 @ 26%, 24, 24, down 2%. 


down 1 %. 





Chaplin’s RCA Sound 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 


wee 


Addie McPhail Set 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Addie McPhail, widow of Roscoe 
Arbuckle, has joined the parade of 


Charlie Chaplin has ordered RCA| former film names returning to pic- 


projection equipment in his studio 


and is getting an estimate on sound | 


recording outfit. In previous pic 
he had the sound work adapted out- 


side. 


tures. She comes back in an Edu- 


cational _ short, ‘Springtime and 
Gypsies,’ as femme lead for Andy 
Civde. 

Arbuckle last directed at Educa- 


tional on the coast. 





Incorporations 


Albany, Nov. 20. 

Coney Island Coliseum, Inc.; manage 
boxing, wrestling matches, etc. Capital 
stock, $50,000. Sara Satz, 1746 45th 
street; J. Louis Kottler, 2219 64th street; 
and Dominick Esposito, 38 Third street, 
all of Brooklyn. 

Casino De Paree, Inc.; pictures, vaude- 
ville, cafes, etc. Capital stock, $10,000. 
Sherman N. Kearns, 148 Montague street, 





Brooklyn; Jos. Schwartz, 712 Crown 
street, Brooklyn; and Bertha Kessel, 
Bellaire, L. I, 


Yonkers Chamber of Commerce 
sition Company, Inc. Capital stock, $1,- 


000. William P. Katz, 27 Bayley avenue, 
Yonkers; Bland Isenbarger, 485 North 
Broadway, Yonkers; and Michael J. 


Dunn, 66 West 77th street, New York. 

Joyland Restaurant Company, Inc.; 
restaurants, pictures, pageants, cabarets, 
etc. Capital stock, 200 shares, no par 
value. Lee Tung Gwail, Wah Jow and 
Bing Chinn, all of 28 Sycamore street, 
Buffalo. 

Stevenson Holding Company, Inc.; pic- 
tures, musicals, pageants, pantomimes 
ete. Capital stock, 1,050 shares; 300 pre- 
ferred $100, 750 common no par value. 
Anna Weisburg, I. Eleff and Charlotte, 
all of 420 Lexington avenue, New York. 

Theatre Vending Supplies, Inc.; soft 
drinks, candies, ‘etc. Capital stock, 50 
shares, no par value. Paul Raibourn, 
Max Schosberg and Sam Dembow, Jr., 
all of 1501 Broadway, New York. 

Radio Entertainers, Inc.; general 
broadcasting business, theatrical booking 
office, etc. Capital stock, 100 shares no 
par value. Jack Lavin and Martha Y. 
Lavin ,both of Park Central Hotel, and 
William Lieber, 22 East 40th street, New 
York, 

Sound Film Circulating Library, Inc.; 
deal in pictures, etc. Capital stock, $2,- 
500. Russell B. Smith, 452 Fifth avenue; 
Robt. C. Post, 101 Park avenue; and R. 
E. Jordan, 452 Fifth avenue, New York. 

The Wonpick Corp.; operate radio sta- 


tions. 200 shares, no par value. Tony 
Wons, 8111 Roosevelt avenue, Jackson 
Heights; Sam Pickard Harrison; and 


O. C. Doering Jr., Scarsdale, N. Y. 

J. & S. Theatrical Enterprises, Inc.; 
pictures, ballets, pageants, etc. Capital 
stock, $10,000. Jacob Zinovoy and Wil- 
liam Rosenberg, both of 284 South Co- 
lumbus avenue, Mt. Vernon, and Lillian 
Nevins, 321 West 44th street, New York. 

Bridge Exhibitions, Inc.; machines 
connected with projection of perform- 
ance of game of bridge. Capital stock, 
200 shares, no par value. David Beehler, 
20 West 72d street; Murray Brenzilbr, 
1560 Broadway; and John H. Kliiegl, 321 
West 50th street, New York. 

Hayman & Walton, Inc.; theatrical and 
picture casting. Capital stock, $1,000. S. 
Cantor, F. Soule and M. Green, all of 
1776 Broadway, New York. 

Campeo Enterprises, Inc.; manage the- 
atrical groups, artists, performers, etc. 
Capital stock, $1,000. Irving Goldman, 
3425 Gates place, Bronx; Rertha Aaron- 
son, 733 Stone avenue, Brooklyn; and 
Harry Kerner, 1328 Commonwealth ave- 
nue, Bronx. 

Agnew Productions, Ine.; pictures, 
vaudeville. etc. Capital stock, 100 shares, 
no par value. Sara M. Linsky, 906 50th 
street, Brooklyn; Florence Glantz, 1501 
East 4th street, Brooklyn; Rae Levitt, 
1819 Clinton avenue, Bronx. 

Har-Mar Amusement Corp.; theatrical. 
Capital stock, $10,000. Harry A. Harris 
and George G. Marrow, both of 3495 
Broadway, New York, and Leon B. Gins- 
burg, 1755 Undercliff avenue, Bronx. 

Ultimate Radio Service, Ine. Capital 
stock, 100 shares, no par value. Ray- 
mond F. Sheil, 116 Meigs street; Mau- 
rice de Montozon and Percy Palmer, 946 
Monroe avenue, all of Rochester. 

Catholic Teaching Films, Inc.; pic- 
tures, projectors, cameras, ete. Capital 
stock—50 preferred, $100; 50 common, no 
par value. Irving P. Mong, 80 Hurst- 
bourne road; Chester E. Parker, 707 Har- 
vard street: Bradford Neafie, 6 Fair- 
banks avenue, all of Rochester. 

Change of Name 

Radio Entertainers, Inc., to Artists 
Management Bureau. Filed by Julian T. 
Abeles, 22 East 40th street, New York. 

Change of Capital 

Troy Lincoln Theatre Co., Ine., Troy. 
$100,000—$87,500. Filed by Frederick C. 
Claessens, 261 River street, Troy. 





Texas 


Galveston, Nov. 20. 

Seguin, Texas. Cap- 
Incorporators, H. H. 
Starcke, Edgar 


Palace Theater, 
ital stock, $30,000. 
Starcke, Lalla Nolte 
Nolte. 


Durante’s Tune ‘Doo’ May 
Go in ‘Hollywood Party’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Metro will probably use Jimmy 
Durante’s ether theme song, ‘Hinky 
Dinky Doo’ in ‘Hollywood Party.’ 
Piece is already in Reliance’s ‘Joe 
Palooka,’ in which Durante is co- 
starred with Lupe Velez. 
‘Hollywood Party’ goes in for re- 
takes this week, with two dance 
numbers going into the discard. 
New routines will be developed by 
Seymour Felix and Eddie Prinz. 











Col Borrows Carlisle 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Mary Carlisle has been borrowed 
from Metro by Columbia for ‘Once 
to Every Woman.’ 

Pic marking time awaiting a male 
lead as Victor Jory, choice for the 
part, is tied up at the Pasadena 
Community playhouse. 


HERB FIELDS ON ‘CROONER’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Herbert Fields is at Universal to 
write the book on ‘Love Life of a 
Crooner,’ starring Russ Columbo 
and June Knight, George Marion, 








Jr., is doing dialog. 
Picture s‘$:rts in January with 
Edward Buzzell at the meg. 


Judgments 





Marold Amusement Corp. and “Sol | « 
Raives; Bank of U. S.; $219 
Columbia Bidg. and Theatre Co.; I!lo 


Equipment Co.; $1,000. 


Pecora Resumes His Digging Into 


Charges Clarke's 


Juggling Poured 


$40,000,000 Water Into Ruined GTE 





Washington, Nov. 20. 

Getting at facts about Wall street 
attempts in 1929 to get control of 
Fox picture holdings is like a cat 
playing with a ball of string, Sen- 
ate Banking Committee found. 

Tangled maze of companies, sub- 
sidiaries, and new corporations cre- 
ated by Harley L. Clarke and his 
New York banker associates is be- 
ing unraveled slowly, but many 
knots and snarls continue to defy 
persistent efforts of Ferdinand Pe- 
cora, committee counsel. 

Further details of Clarke’s ex- 
penditures and receipts in connec- 
tion with purchase and subsequent 
sale of G. T. E. subsidiaries are 
slated for this week, while data re- 
garding Chase bank loans to va- 
rious participants in venture is ex- 
pected to be produced when session 
resumes tomorrow (21). 

+ Major disclosures last week were: 

1. Assets of six companies ac- 
quired to form General Theatres 
Equipment Ccrp. were inflated near- 
ly $40,000,000. 

2. William Fox received gifts 
amounting to $2,000,000 and $750,000 
worth of G. T. E. securities to drop 
patent disputes with G. T. E. sub- 
sidiaries. 

3. Clarke and various bankers 
drew down juicy profits at various 
stages of complicated transactions 
by which various film companies 
were acquired and G. T. E. was 
launched. 

Bank in For Millions 

Declaration that Chase National 
Bank sunk $76,000,000 in G. T. E. 
and various minor companies was 
made by Pecora as week’s sessions 
closed, with many major and sec- 
ondary mysteries still defying ex- 
planation. Further data and spe- 
cific low-down on this piiase- of 
Wall street venture are  0being 
sought this week. 

Encountering question-dodging 
and unsatisfactory responses to va- 
rious inquiries, Pecora Thursday 
(16) threatened Clarke with con- 
tempt citation to Senate, and fre- 
quently engaged in sarcastic ex- 
changes with the power magnate, 
whose utility holdings also are un- 
der Federal investigation by the 
Trade Commission, 

Only really concrete facts devel- 
oped by Pecora in two. strenuous 
days of digging related to write-up 
in valuations of International Pro- 
jector Corp., National Theatre Sup- 
ply Co., and four lamp companies— 
J. E. McAuley Mfg. Co. Strong 
Electric Co., Ashcraft Automatic 
Are Co., and Hall & Connolly, Inc. 

Much questioning and quibbing 
produced admission that book val- 
ues of these six concerns acquired 
by Clarke before G. T. E. was 
floated aggregated $4,759,000, but 
valuation placed on G. T. E. books 
amounted to $43,044,000, a boost of 


$38,285,000 which, according to 
Pecora, represented nothing but 
water. 


Admitting he was moving spirit 
in formation of G. T. E., Clarke was 
questioned at length—and without 
producing results’ satisfactory to 
either Pecora or committee mem- 
bers—relative to his expenditures 
for G. T. E. subsidiaries and re- 
ceipts from resale of these concerns. 
Testimony in this regard centered 
on Mitchell Camera Corp., which 
Clarke said he acquired for $1,- 
475,000, and sold to G. T. E. at cost 
although he admitted receiving $3,- 
100,000 for Mitchell from his hold- 
ing company. 

Dissatisfied by Clarke’s explan- 
ation, Pecora tried vainly to get in- 
side dope from Murray W. Dodge, 


former Chase Securities Co. vice- 
president, who testified he didn* 
know how much Clarke spent for 
the various subsidiaries. 
Enter Santa Claus 
One excuse given by Clarke for 


apparent discrepancies was the my- 
sterious $2,000,000 payment to Fox— 


a transaction which led Pecora to 
observe that Santa Claus played im- 
portant part in Clarke's operations. 
Fox payment, Clarke finally ev- 
plained, was made to settle squab- 
over patent rights to three-di- 
ensional film idea. Transaction, 
ording to later version obtained 
from Dodge, vas because there was 
mpetition between Mr. Fox and 
Mr. Clarke for the purchase of Mit- 
hell Camera. 
Fox received 25,000 shares of G. 
T. E. under option and repurchase 


agreement which G. T. E. eventually 
carried out and also acquired 50% 
interest in Grandeur Inc., G. T. E. 
subsideiary formed to sell cameras 
and projectors for three-dimensional 
films manufactured by Mitchell and 
International Projectors, other mem- 
bers of G. T. E. family. 

Whether Fox actually paid for 
Grandeur stock never was learned. 
Dodge didn’t know; Clarke couldn't 
be pinned down; and Pecora pro- 
posed to subponena Fox to clear up 
this and other points. 


Contract between Clarke and 
brokers for launching G. T. E. and 
actual security transactions pro- 
voked much questioning but few 


clarifying answers. 

Agreement entered July 11, 1929 
obligated G. T. E. to buy 550,800 
shares of International Projector 
and 294,421 shares of National The- 
ater Supply owned by Clarke, as 
well as 5,000 shares of Theater 
Euipment Acceptance Corp. owned 
indirectly by the promoter. Bulk of 
shares of each company were owned. 
however, by unidentified persons 
whom Clarke ‘supposed’ constitute 
‘the public.’ 

Earnings of subsidiary companies 
to be acquired by G. T. E. were des- 
cribed in contract to have exceeded 

2,200,000 in fiscal year 1928-29, Pe- 
cora revealed. 


Banker-Broker Control 

Banker control of G. T. E. was 
subject of considerable questioning. 
but neither Dodge nor Clarke would 
support Pecora’s contention that all 
11 members of board were identified 
with brokers who formed syndicate 
to underwrite launching. Clarke 
agreement with bankers obligated 
promoter to use all his shares to 
vote for any five members of the 
board bankers named. Dodge didn’t 
think all 11 were banker represents- 
atives, pointing out each of five 
banking firms had one member. 

Number of G. T. E. shares issued 
when company was formed was in 
dispute between two witnesses. 
Clarke once said 1,840,766 shares 
were issued originally, but later re- 
vised statement and raised figure to 
2,840,766, while Dodge said 1,644,519 
actually were issued. 

Formation of new corporations to 
take over subsidiaries bought by 
Clarke as called for in G.T.E. con- 
tract was said by Clarke to be due 
to ‘bulk sales law’ which prevented 
sales of competing companies, but 
Pecora appeared to suspect reason 
was to facilitate write-ups. 

Value of stocks used in these 
deals was disputed by Clarke and 
Pecora, with the promoter respond- 
ing ‘I don’t know’ to a chain of 
questions designed to emphasize 
extent of write-up. 

National Theatre Supply securi- 
ties were taken over at 107%, 
Clarke said, although Pecora’s fig- 
ures showed in month before trans- 
action this stock was quoted in 
over-the-counter dealings at 71 bid 
and 81 asked. Similar evidence 
showed International Projector 
stock taken over at $115 was quoted 
at 95 bid and 100 asked. 

Secondary mysteries clouded 
transactions between Clarke and 
Samuel R. Burns, of Jersey City, 
president of International Projector, 
for ‘an equity’ in property of the 
Cinema Building Corp., 90 Gold 
Street, New York, and deal between 
Clarke and H. E. Van Duyne, of 
Los Angeles, former owner of Pa- 
cific Amusement Co. 


3urns, 
minutes, couldn’t remember any- 
thing and couldn’t produce books 


which might explain why Interna- 
tional Projector paid $690,770 for 
assets of Nicholas Power Co., and 
that $225,700 of this went to the 
Healey estate for Cinema building 
interest. 

Discussion of this business led to 
warning about truthful statements 
from both Pecora and Senator Cou- 
zens, of Michigan. When Couzens 
said he was too dumb to under- 
stand deal, Pecora said he could 
comprehend but was too dumb to 
understand why Clarke ‘is testify- 
ing tke way he is about this and 
why he testified last week in the 
way he did.’ 

‘I assume that the witness under- 
stands that he is under oath and 
if he swears to a falsehood can be 
charged with contempt,’ Couzens 
muttered. ‘With perjury,’ Pecora 
corrected. ‘That would be in con- 





tempt of the Senate,’ Couzens added, 
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“TAKE 
OFF 
YOUR 


ISKERS!” 











US 


ECOGNIZED! 


And of course the smart 
showman is bringing his 
program up-to-the-minute 
with the authentic subjects: 





MOSCOW, THE HEART OF SOVIET RUSSIA 
LENINGRAD, GATEWAY TO SOVIET RUSSIA 


ee 


One Reel Each! Inside Stuff! Positively the real McCoysky! 


FITZPATRICK 
TRAVELTALKS | 


XT Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Class! 








“He doesn/t. 
ee 
make just; 
scenics! 
He puts 
ideas into 
them.” 
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Golden Gate B. 0. Scale Cut Brings 


San Francisco Price War Crisis 


-- - 





San Francisco, Nov. 20. 

RKO’s lopping two bits (65c. to 
40c) off its admission at the Golden 
Gate, it is expected, will become the 
straw that busted the camel's 
vertebrae. 

For the Gate’s cut puts the mat- 
ter squarely up to Fox-West Coast. 
It’s generally thought, and in fact 
was practically admitted, by Arch 
Bowles before he hopped off for a 
confab in Los Angeles last week, 
that when December's tapering 
business arrives and if good gross- 
ing pix are not available, F-WC’s 
Warfield, Paramount and Embassy 
are due for changes. 

Those three are the only down- 
town houses in Frisco that haven't 
slashed. Any change for the War- 
field is doubtful, however, as it has 
been clicking, except for one week 
(‘Baby Face’ which hit a record 
low). But the Paramount and the 
Embassy are up-and-downers, good 
on hot stuff, but from way down on 
the weakies. 


Nabes Are Hit 


Low prices downtown are draw- 
ing from the naborhoods. They're 
beginning to squawk. They can’t 
spend a lot of dough for names. And 
anyway that phase of this competi- 
tive war in Frisco has passed. It’s 
entirely a price war now, let the 
admissions fall where they may. 

Six months ago the white spot 
of the country when all other towns 
were yelling ‘murder’ at the bum 
biz, Frisco is now bad. 

Frisco show biz is looking for an 
angel. He needn’t be an angel with 
money, though. He’s got to be a 
guy with an idea, any kind of an 
idea, that can and will cure the 
situation. 

Charlie Skouras got in this morn- 
ing (Monday) and is expected to 
make changes in price and possibly 
policies of Fox-West Coast houses. 
Joe Leo also here and may cut Fox 
prices. 





Walter on ‘Zest’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Gene Walter has been spotted to 
write the adaptation on ‘Zest’ for 
Universal, orig by Charles G. Nor- 
ris. Lowell Sherman directs. 

Dale Van Every, Don Ryan and 
Ebba Havez are adapting “Hillbil- 
lies’ for Summerville-Pitts. George 
O'Neill has been given the job of 
writing the adaptation for ‘Sutter’s 
Gold.’ 





fees 
CONRAD 
THIBAULT 


THIS WEEK 
(Nov. 17) 


PARAMOUNT 
NEW YORK 





; 


























STAN MEYERS 
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WHAR’S ’EM NOVELS 


U Finds Two Newshounds Out of | 


100 Seen 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Aftermath of Universal's an- 
nouncement that it would hire 
newspapermen to write scenarios is 
the engaging of Sammy Fuller and 
Jack Hellman to spend four weeks 
at the studio working on an orig of 
theirs, Latter is a brother of Sam 
Hiellman. 

Albert J. Cohen, story head of the 
studio, has interviewed 100 report- 
ers since the studio’s announce- 
ment. 


Revived Silents Click 
But Can’t Obtain Prints 


Fifty-fifth St. Playhouse, New 
York, on a new policy of revived 
silents, is getting a pretty nice 
twirl at the b.o. House made money 
on the first subject, ‘Intolerance’, 
on a five-day show'ng and played 
to near capacity Sunday (19) with 
a revival of Valentino’s ‘Sheik’. 
‘Beau Geste’ and ‘Monsieur Beau- 
caire’ follow. 

Greatest difficulty, according to 
the operators, is obtaining prints 
of the ancients, several of the ma- 
jors refusing to take them out of 
vaults for the one time bookings. 


Eddie Barnes, Barroom 
Singer, Spotted in Pic 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

First local beer. garden personal- 
ity to get a pic break is Eddie 
Barnes. With his singing waiters 
from the Gay Nineties suds parlor, 
Barnes goes into Monogram’s 
‘Woman’s Man.’ 

He also sold a song, ‘Simple Lit- 
tle Mary Ann,” for the film. 


Cortez in MG’s Men 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Metro has spotted Ricardo Cortez 
in one of three leads in ‘Three Men,’ 
David O. Selznick producing. 

Gregory La Cava to direct from 
orig by Arthur Caesar. Pic starts 
shortly to permit La Cava to get 
back to 20th Century by Jan. 1. 


‘Villa’ Split 3-Ways 
Mexico City, Nov. 20. 
Metro's ‘Viva Villa’ company has 
been split into three units, all 
working with 100 miles of this spot. 
Howard Hawks is megging the 
chief unit, with Richard and Ar- 
thur Rosson piloting the others, 




















Stanwyck for ‘China’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Warners’ ‘Blood of China’ is 
being held for Barbara Stanwyck 
after she completes ‘Gambling 
Lady. Miss Stanwyck is to appear 
as a Chinese girl. 

Kathryn Scola and Gene Markey 
wrote the screen play. 


STURGES ENDS ‘GREEN HAT’ 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Preston Sturges went off the Me- 
tro writing payroll Saturday. 

He had been writing:a treatment 
of Michael Arlen’s ‘Green Hat,’ in- 
tended as a starrer for Norma 
Shearer. 


AIR FILMS ON WANE! 


Hollywood, Nov. 26. 

‘Balloon Buster’ has been clipped 
from Radio’s production schedule, 
with yarn getting a shelving. 

Radio execs suddenly decided too 
many air pictures were being made 
and several of the good ones had not 
been doing business. 








NOISE BALLYHOOS OUT 


Bans Sound Trucks— 
Stores Squawked 





Syracuse 





Syracuse, Nov. 20. 

Loud speaker ballyhoo of current 
theatrical attractions from adver- 
tising trucks in downtown streets 
is ‘out’ here as a result of a protest 
made by the Retail Merchants Divi- 
sion of the Chamber of Commerce 
to William E. Rapp, Commissioner 
of Public Safety. 

Commissioner directed police to 
enforce an ordinance prohibiting the 
use of the trucks in the congested 
area during heavy traffic 
without special municipal 
sion. 

Exhibitors made it sauce for the 
gander, too, by securing a ban on 
the use of radios outside of stores 
to attract prospective customers. 


AGFA’S FINANCING 
FOR EASTERN INDIES 


A bunching of independent pro- 
ducer-distributors with Agfa Film 
fostering the proposal and stand- 
ing ready to lend financial backing, 
is reported on foot in the east and 
may mean an important fight by 
Agfa against Eastman in the raw 
film market. 

Agfa and Du Pont are the prin- 
cipal competitors of Eastman in the 
raw film field. Agfa of late years 
has becoiae very active in the mar- 
ket supplying film for still camera 
use, with heavy national advertising 
pushing its product. 

While numerous companies are 
mentioned as _ possibilities on a 
grouping of independents for Agfa 
financing and their purchase from 
Agfa of its raw film, it is said un- 
officially that Monarch Productions, 
controlled by the Freuler Associ- 
ates, Inc., is the keystone of the 
proposed plan. 


WB’s New Music Idea 


‘Broadway and Back,’ the musical 
which Warners planned as its fol- 
low-up to ‘Footlight Parade,’ may 
never be done. Since scheduling 
this as its fourth tunefilm, WB 
came across a new idea as back- 
ground for a musical with the result 
‘Broadway and Back’ is pushed back 
if not off altogether. 

The musical to substitute for 
‘Broadway’ will again team Ruby 
Keeler and Dick Powell, also pos- 
sibly James Cagney. Meantime 
‘Wonder Bar’ becomes another mus- 
ical on the WB program this year. 


Contracts 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Patsy Kelly six month option, 
picked by Hal Roach. 

Chester Morris-Universal four pic 
pact signatured. 

Jean Howard six months option 
lifted at Metro. 

Henrietta Crosman, actress, Ham- 
ilton MacFadden and Irving Cum- 
mings, meggers, six month options 
lifted, Fox. 

Ralph Bellamy, 
Radio. 

William Wellman to direct one 
pic for David 9. Selznick at Metro. 

Charles Everitt to work with Al 
Cohn and Paul Gerard Smith on 
‘Harold Teen,’ WB. 

Gloria Grant (Dorothy Lee 
Walker), elght week option lifted, 
Fox. 




















three pic deal, 


Title Changes 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Fox ‘House of Connelly’ to ‘Caro- 
lina.’ 
America,’ Will Rogers-Fox. 
‘King of Fashion’ 
WB. 





Beth Brown Sells One 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
‘Man and Woman’ by Beth Brown, 
Metro. 

















JOHNNY MARVIN BREAKS ANOTHER HOUSE RECORD !! 


Playing at Fay’s Theatre, Providence, R. I., Last Week 
(Nov. 10), The Lonesome Singer of the Air Beat the AIll- 
Time Box Office Mark Hung Up by Jack Dempsey!!! 


Broadcasting Monday to Friday Over WEAF Coast-to-Coast Network, 12:15 P. M. 
Management NBC Artists’ Bureau, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 
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Kids Go for Nabe Cartoon Mat 
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‘Mr. Skitch’ to ‘The Skitches See| 


to ‘Fashion,’ 
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Bills in Lieu of Old Westerns 





Walk-ons by virtually every 
Warner-First National star is 
planned for the Al Jolson pic- 
ture, ‘Wunder Bar’, in lending 


it Aa name roster. 











Smoking Voluntarily 
Dropped in Detroit 


All-Star Walk-Ons | Holly wood, Nov 


i ‘ S are ipldlys taking tne 
place of wes ns or Saturday 
matinee bills for children in neigh- 
borhood theatres. 

Exhibs book three to six car- 
toons, including Mickey Mouse and 
Silly Symphony, on each show. The 


youngsters do not care how old the 


subjects are, or whether they have 
seen them before. Neither do they 
object to having two or more 


Mickey's on the same bill—in fact 


two or three of that series assures 





To Stop Ordinance 


’ 

Detroit, Nov. 20. 

Smoking has been eliminated from | 
all first run theatres by mutual! 


agreement and an ordinance that 
was to prevent same has been with- 
drawn. 

While smoking had been general 
in all first run houses George W. 
Trendle, Gen. Man. of the local Par- 
amount group eliminated it from his 
houses. In an effort to keep any leg- 
islation from passing on the matter | 
Dave Idzal, of the Fox-RKO group} 
agreed to eljminate the smoking in 
his houses and leave the law drop. 


Sues John Huston 
For 2506 in Auto Death 


Los Angeles, Nov. 20. 

John Huston, writer, son of Wal- 
ter Huston, actor, is defendant in 
a suit for $250,525 filed {tn Federal 
court by Raoul Roulien as outcome 
of the accident which cost the life 
of the Brazilian actor’s wife, Tosca 
Roulien, when she was struck by 
Huston’s car in Hollywood Sept. 27. 

Complaint cites wrongful death, 
although a coroner’s jury exon- 
erated young Huston. Greta Nis- 
sen, passenger in Huston’s car, is 
also named in the suit. 








Howard Green’s RKO 


Renewal Shunted | 


Nov. 20. 
tadio let option on Howard 


Holly wood, 


an overflow house. 


Exhibs who inaugurated the idea 
of all-cartoon subjects for the 
| children shows as added attrac- 
tions, found the plan a money- 
maker from the start. Stunt was 
originally used by theatres who 


found the supply of westerns from 
independent exchanges was drying 
up. Faced with problem of getting 
pictures to keep the kids inter- 
ested in the Saturday matinee, they 
took a chance that cartoons would 
prove a suitable substitute. 

Previously, where the kids would 
not stand for repeat bookings of a 
western in the same neighborhood, 
they accept any cartoon subject 
thrown on the screen, and applaud 
those shown before. 

This demand by the kid shows 
is bringing out new prints of sub- 
jects released two years ago; vol- 
ume of business makes investments 
in new prints of old cartoons profit- 
able for the exchanges. 





POPS 








Green's contract slide, asking him 
to await the return of Merian C. 
Cooper to the studio for decision on 
continuance of the contract. 

Green holds a_ writer-director- 
producer deal with Radio, and 
starts production on ‘So You Won't 
Sing, Eh?’ within two weeks 


WARREN DOANE’S NEXT 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Warren Doane has started another 
two-reeler, ‘Where’s Elmer,’ 
Universal, 

Vince Barnett has starring spot, 
James Horne directing. Story by 
Al Austin. 





for 





NO FILM ‘FAIR’ 

Hollywood, Nov. 20. | 

Columbia has called off ‘World's | 

Fair, the Fulton Oursler-Walter 

Wanger yarn, as tle fair has ended. 
Al Rogell was to direct. 





LOUIE 


MAKING WHOOPEE 


PARAMOUNT, 
New York 


AGAIN 


Anniversary Week 


Following Guest Appearance at 
Mitzi Green’s Birthday 
Party Over WJZ 


Direction N.B.C. 
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N.Y. Daily News: 


(3'4 Stars)... “A new star has risen and is shining 
brightly ... Margaret Sullavan in Universal’s ‘Only 
Yesterday.’ “ 


N.Y. Daily Mirror: 


| 
| “This beautiful, sensitive love story is played by 
one of the finest casts ever assembled...including 
a new star of genuine brilliance — Margaret 
Sullavan.”’ 


N.Y. American: 


“Margaret Sullavan scores heavily ...‘Only Yes- 
terday’ possesses quality in production and has 
its moments of affecting beauty.’ 


a 





“TERR Neen 
a 


LM. Y. World-Tebegram: 

b “Comes under the head of ‘drop-every thing-and- 
Fe see-it-at-once’... Features a new star—Margaret 
4 Sullavan.”’ 

Ff I. Y. p ost: 

ie “Margaret Sullavan managed to extort loud and 


anguished sobs .../‘Only Yesterday’ belongs 
among the superior productions.” 


N.Y. $un: 


“... Critics have praised Margaret Sullavan 
straight into talkie stardom.” 


N.Y. Herald-Cribune: 


“‘Margaret Sullavan establishes herself with some 
definiteness as one of the cinema people to be 
watched.” 


N.Y. Cimes: 


“‘Margaret Sullavan gives a sterling performance.” 





i lin nae 


Los Angeles Examiner: 


i ““4Only Yesterday’ one of the finest pictures of the 
! year...Universal’s boast of Margaret Sullavan as 
{ new star not presumptuous.” 


Los Angeles Daily News: 


“Margaret Sullavan, a young actress with voice.. 
charm.. beauty .. A picture women will sob over.” 
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EVERYWHERE 





Los Angeles Times: 


“Margaret Sullavan is a distinctive personality... 
She succeeds more than measurably...Women 
will be fascinated.” 


Los Angeles Herald Express: 


“Margaret Suilavan sent first screen audience 
away singing her praises...The one really im- 
pressive picture of the year.” 


Phila. Public Ledger: 


“A new star has risen... Margaret Sullavan gives 
a performance so sensitive...so trenchant...so 
—— e+. that one is moved to the depths of one’s 

eing.”’ 


Phila. Daily News: 


“A very tender and touching story of a great love 
serves to introduce new star—Margaret Sullavan.” 


Phila. Inquirer: 


“Margaret Sullavan gives a performance doubly 
remarkable for its depth and appeal.’ 


Phila. Record: 


“A laurel to Miss Sullavan for her beautiful and 
convincing performance.”’ 


MARGARET 


SULLAVAN 


JOFIN BO LES 


illie Burke, Edna May Oliver, Reginald Denny 
Benita Hume, Onslow Stevens, Jimmie Butler 
and many others. Produced by Carl 
Laemmle, Jr. Suggested by the book by 
Frederick Lewis Allen. Presented 


by Carl Laemmie. 





GREATEST PRODUCTION 
FOR UNIVERSAL 
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Pittsburgh Dailies 





Hard-Boiled 





View on All Theatre Exploitation 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 20. 
Tight front established by local 
publishers’ association, composed of 
three dailies here, against fostering 
all sorts of theatre exploitation 


making it tough on advertising 
boys, who believe the original idea 
behind the plan is being carried to 
extremes. Latest technicality in- 
volved was felt last week by Joe 
Feldman, WB's ad chief, in his 
campaign for a lobby display on 
‘World Changes.’ 

In following out original New 
York campaign in tracing style 
changes, etc., of last 75 years, Feld- 
man went to Pittsburgh ‘Press’ and 
asked for permission to make a 
center display of paper’s headlines 
back in 1858 up to present. News- 
paper officials said they’d take the 
matter under advisement and called 
Feldman back next day, saying they 
couldn’t co-operate due to that pub- 
lishers’ agreement. ; 

At this, WB's exploitation head 
wired New York ‘Times,’ making 
similar request and out-of-town 
journal, without instant’s hesita- 
tion, answered it was having photo- 
static copies made up and was ship- 
ping it on for lobby purposes free 
of charge. 

Warners figure it’s a break for 
them and feel only ‘Press’ was hurt, 
missing out on a chance for some 
great publicity and good-will build- 
ing. 


Court to Decide 
On ‘Excessive 
Rental Charges 





Minneapolis, Nov. 20. 
When the of Albert Lea 
Amus. Co. against Warner Brothers’ 


suit 


local exchange comes to trial here 


it will devolve upon a court of law, 
probably for the first time, to de- 
cide whether film rentals demanded 
of an exhibitor under his franchise 
for the product are ‘arbitrarily ex- 
cessive. In seeking a mandatory 
injunction to compel the exchange 
to deliver ‘Footlight Parade’ to Al- 
bert Lea’s Broadway, Lea alleges 
that the rental prices set on the 
pictures by Warner Brothers are 
‘arbitrarily excessive.’ 

The complaint sets forth that the 
10-year franchise for WB product 
held by the Lea company has five 
more years to run, and that under 
this franchise the Broadway is en- 
titled to all Warner pictures. The 
franchise provides that a deal on 
film rentals shall »2 made by the 
parties to the contract at the start 
of each new season. 

Lea sets forth that after several 
months’ negotiations no agreement 
could be reached on rentals. It 
states that in event of failure to 
agree upon rentais the contract 
provides that the theatre shall be 
permitted to play 25% of the prod- 
uct within seven weeks for every 
13-week period of product available 


for release, rentals to be set 
through arbitration. 

It is contended that ‘Footlight 
Parade’ was nationally released 


Oct. 18, and that Lea company sub- 
mitted Nov. 26-28 as the dates for 
the Broadway, but that Warner re- 
fused to accept. 





Harlow Berlin Hit 


Berlin, Nov. 11. 

A big Metro week in Berlin. Bus- 
ter Keaton, ‘Fast Life’, running 
fourth week at the Marmorhaus, 
fetched packed houses even when 
gale and rainstorm swept. the 
Streets. And two premieres in the 
biggest houses: ‘Rasputin and the 
Empress’ at the Ufa Palace, and 
‘Red Dust’ at the Capitol in spite 
of former banning. 

The Rasputin conception met with 
protest. Events in connection with 
the Great War are too close to Ger- 


man minds to stand historical dis- | 
lresulted in several changes 


tortion. 
But Jean Harlow, for the first 
time on a German screen, made a| 


hit. Lots of praise for the tropical 
atmosphere of the picture. Both 
pics were dubbed. 
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F-WC General Shuffling 


Of Managers on Coast 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

General shuffling of Fox-West 
Coast managers marked the past 
week in Southern California ter- 
ritory. 

In San Diego, F. F. McSpadden 
replaced C. F. McManus at the 
North Park, with McManus unas- 
signed. Gerald T. Gallagher put in 
at the Fox in place of McSpadden. 


California at Glendale has Lester 
Clark replacing F. J. Menneily, re- 
signed. 

At Pasadena, George Miller re- 
placed Lester Clark in the Pasa- 
dena, while James Runte took over 
the Strand in, place of George 
Miller. : 

Lester Fountain reassumed man- 
agement of the West Coast at Santa 
Ana, replacing Carl Miller, who 
went to the Capitol at Long Beach, 
which was opened under direction 
of Harry Arthur. 

In Los Angeles management of 
the Figueroa went to Ear] Rice, who 
formerly had the Mesa. Mesa was 
assigned to Richard Darst, former 
assistant manager of the Grandda, 
Inglewood. William oO. Butts, 
former manager of the Figueroa, 
replaced Bruce Fowler at the 
Boulevard, with Fowler going to the 
Uptown, where A. Borst resigned. 

In northern California, Richard 
Marshall replaced Robert McHale 
at the California in Berkeley. Mc- 
Hale went to the Fox at San Mateo 
to replace Harry Browne. 





Prison Official Sues . 
Over ‘Fugitive’ Film 
Atlanta, Nov. 20. 

The notorious Rabert Elliott 
Burns fugitive case is again in 
court here in a $100,000 damage suit 
filed by Vivian L, Stanley, of the 
State Prison Commission, against 
Warner’ Brothers.- Pietures,  Inc., 
Vitaphone Corporation, Vitagraph, 
Inc., Keith’s Georgia Theatre, the 
Rialto Theatre Company and At- 
lanta Enterprises, Inc. 

Stanley charges he was libeled 
in a picturization of Burns’ book 
‘I’m a’ Fugitive’ through the infer- 
ence that Burns was - transferred 


from one chain gang to another be- 
$500 


cause he was unable to pay 
for a parole. 
The petition, in general, denies 


the various allegations of cruelty 
set forth in the book and film. 


N. Y. Strong for Duals 


Loew's has been forced ‘to a 
double feature policy at its 83rd 
Street, N. Y., once offering strong 
competition to Keith's 81st Street 
when latter had vaude. 

Duals all around the 83rd Street, 
by RKO and independents, last 
week took the Loew house out of 
the single feature class, making en- 
tire midtown west side now a twin- 
featuring sector. 





CANADIAN SHUFFLE 
Ottawa, Nov. 20. 

A shake-up among the managers 
of the Famous Players circuit has 
placed Howard Knevels, formerly of 
the Capitol, Montreal, in charge of 
the Ottawa Regent, succeeding Ray 
Tubman. ‘Latter now manager of 
the RKO-Capitol and Imperial, Ot- 
tawa, with Tom McCoy as house 
manager of the Imperial. Leonard 
Bishop, formerly of Ottawa, has 
gone to Halifax. 

This was the second re-allotment 
of Famous Players’ managers in the 
past two months. 


CHI PALACE GETS ‘BETRAY’ 
Chicago, Nov. 20. 
RKO takes the B.&K. turndown, 
‘My Lips Betray’ (Fox) with Lil- 
lian Harvey, for the Palace. 
Palace will play ‘Betray’ 
two weeks before Christmas. 





one or! 


Blank Reassignment 
Omaha, Nov. 
Meeting of A. H. Blank, his man- | 
and officials in Des Moines | 
in per- 
with possibly 


20. 


agers 


line 


Stanley 


along the 
more to follow. 

" a * | 
manager of the Orpheum here since | 


Blank took it over 


Brown, | 


last June Qoes 
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B&K POLICY CHANGES 


May Revamp Chicago Loop Set-Up 
in Drastic Fashion 








Chicago, Nov. 20. 

Balaban & Katz considering dras- 
tice changes in loop policy, includ- 
ing lowering of tariff and additional 
vaude. This was the subject for an 
executive conference last week, with 
the most discussed likelihood being 
the return of the loop Oriental to 
flesh. 

Oriental is figured not for presen- 
tations, but for a vaude lineup, due 
to the click of the State-Lake pol- 
icy around the corner. Also men- 
tioned for vaude is the McVickers, 
but understood to be just a men- 
tion, with the McVickers needed as 
the run spot to replace the Oriental. 

Price-cutting is the big worry. 
B.&K. is frankly annoyed about the 
public’s okay on the State-Lake at 
40c, and has considered carving 
down on the ace Chicago across the 
street. Figured that Oriental and 
Chicago capacity can make up for 
lowered tariff. 


Fulton, Pittsburgh,. Off 
_2-for-1 Coupons Has 
Best Wk. Since April 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 20. 
In connection with its elimination 
of two-for-one coupons, Fulton has 


cut its admission scale from 40c top 
at night to 35c. Second downtown 
house in last fortnight to reduce 
its price, Davis also going from 40c 
to 35c recently. 

First week under new scale, Ful- 
ton did around $9,000 with ‘Private 
Life of Henry VIII, which holds 
over as result. That's house’s best 
trade since ‘Cavalcade’ last April. 
Latter did $10,000 in first week, but 
with a 50c top. ‘Henry’ only sixth 
picture in theatre’s history to hold 
over. Others were ‘Cavalcade,’ 
‘Feet First,’ ‘Bad Girl,’ ‘Delicious’ 
anc. ‘Big Drive.’ 











FORD SET BY MONO 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Monogram has placed Wallace 
Ford in ‘Woman's Man’, 
Studio was unable to borrow Wil- 


‘again tried to make peace’: with 


Garage Code Ends Free Parking: " 


Marco Takes 


Ochs, Springer-Cocalis 
Feudin’ in Midtown N.Y. 


Opening of the Lane in the Wash- 
ington Heights section of N. Y. last 
week by Springer-Cocalis is the 
second shot in what promises to be- 
come a battle between that circuit 





and Lee Oches. It's Springer- 
Cocalis’ first entry into that com- 
munity, and is in retaliation for 


Ochs’ previous encroachment on the 
midtown section, where S-C reigned 
as absolutely as did Lee Ochs on 
Washington Heights. 

One aspect of the duel between 
the two circuits is the reported 
fact that it was instigated by Local 
306. When Sam Kaplan was king 
of Loca] 306, the operators’ union 
tussled with both Lee Ochs and 
Springer-Cocalis. Ultimately Ochs 
came to peace with Local 306, but 
not Springer-Cocalis, which is using 
Allied operators. : . 

It is said that recently Local 306 
Springer-Cocalis, offering its men 
at a lower wage scale than that 
paid to Allied. Springer-Cocalis is 
reported to have again refused be- 
cause of alleged tactics utilized by 
306 in its difficulties with the cir- 
cuit, 





Boring but Banned 

Birmingham, Nov. 20. 
Screening of ‘Back to Nature’ and 
‘Elysia,’ nudists colony pictures, for 
city censor resulted in pictures be- 
ing banned from town although she 
said there was nothing unmoral or 
shocking about the reels. Unoffici- 
allly, she described them as boring. 
However, an ordinance prohibit- 
ing mnudeness on. screen makes 

showing the films illegal, she said. 





PHOTOG ROSTER HAS 405 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Board of governors of the Ameri- 
can Society of Cinematographers 
report the ..organization’s «roster 
contains 405 names, composed of 
first, second, assistant and _ still 
photogs, an increase of 300 over a 

three-month period. 
Outfit recently took 





in 85 new 





liam Cagney from Radio. 


members. 





Comparative Grosses for November 
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Over Orph, Frisco 


San Francisco, Nov. 20. 
Aided by Fox-West Coast, Mike 
Marco is operating the Orpheum on 
his own, with William B. Wagnon 
out of the operating end, but col- 


lecting from Marco on the lease. 


F-WC is giving Marco all neces- 
sary film product, taking the double 
bill policy at 40c top out of its St. 
Francis and moving it into the 
Orph, returning to the St. Francis 
to second-runs, 30c top. 

Understood that F-WC doing this 
in return for Marco's exclusive 
stage shows at the Warfield, after 
he had jerked presentations from 
Orph following six weeks of red 
ink. 

Marco was unable to get up for 


new policy inauguyvation, but dis- 
patched Bob Collier and Charles 
Caballero to handle the job. Mil- 
tan. Arthur and Fanchon expected 
in later. 

First .intentions were to sell 700 
balcony seats at 25c a night, but 


inclusion of a clause in the film deal 
prohibited any night price under 
40c. First ads on the two-bit price 
were changed later. Free parking 
also tossed out, the code of garage 
and parking station owners prohib- 
iting a tieup such as Wagnon and 
Marco formerly had, viz., paid night 
salaries of parking lot employees, 
totaling about 8c a car and tossed 
in free with the admish ticket. 


Cal. Distribs 
Take Licking 
On % Deals 


. Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Current low level of admission 
prices in Southern California thea- 
tres is giving exchange managers 








plenty of trouble to maintain re-« 
spectable rental grosses for the 
home offices. 

With price scales down to bed- 


rock and with many houses in tine 
10, 15 and 20c classifications, exs 
changes are taking a licking on 
overage income from percentage 
bookings. The distribs are faced 
with the problem where average in- 
take does not justify checking 
houses on percentage deals due +o 
the fact grosses seldom reach the 
split figures over the original book- 
ing guarantee. 

This situation necessitates ex- 
changes depending on weekly 
grosses from straight rentals on 
pictures, giving little chance of 
showing additional income through 
the percentage bookings. The 
straight -percentage bookings with 
circuit houses, where exchanges 
participate from the first dollar in- 
take, have'also taken a nosedive, 
Reduced admish scales in the F-WC 
houses generally has clipped thou- 
sands of dollars weekly from the 
exchange bookings. Picture might 
play to as many patrons as pre- 
viously, but take is 25 to 40% less 
through the lowered scales. 

Observers of the theatre situation 
in this district figure that admis- 
sions generally will be upped right 
after the holidays, which will tend 
to clarify the chaotic conditions 
that have existed during the past 
three months when price wars and 
general slashing of admissions had 
both the exhibs and exchangemen 
dizzy. 


‘Nana’ Packers Basved 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Samuel Goldwyn is barring visi- 
tors to the ‘Nana’ set at United 
Artists. 
Move made after it was reported 





members of 20th Cent. staff had 
been peeking. 
Newark Rialto’s Future 
Newark, N. J., Nov. 20 





The group that has taken the Rie 


|alto has in it David Weinstock, 
| David Katz, and Harry Brandt. 
They are remodelling the house and 
have the marquee down. 

Opening not set and policy not 
decided though a grind of old pice 
tures is mentioned. As an ale 
ternative tabs may be used with 
films. Rumored that A. Johnnie 


Oct. 19 Oct. 26 Nov. 2 Nov. 9 
STATE Night Flight Bowery Bombshell B’way Thru 
(3,200; 15-40) $9,500 $17,000 $12,000 Keyhole 
High. .$28,000/ (Vaude) $13,300 
Low... 2,500 
MAJESTIC |My Weakness| Power and | Walls of Gold Missing 
2,200; 15-25-40) and Glory and and Persons and 
Captured Bitter Sweet Ship of Worst 
$5,200. $6,000 Wanted Men Woman 
$4,500 $5,000 
PAR- Sing, Sinner,| Sigma Chi | Way to Love} Tillie and Gus 
MOUNT Sing and and and and 
(2,200; 15-25-40) Golden Curtain at 8] Dance, Girl, Man of 
High. .$18,000 Harvest $4,000 Dance Sentiment 
Low... 2,200 $5,800 $6,800 $3,000 
(6 days) 
ALBEE My Woman |} Love, Honor,| Ann Vickers ene y 
(2,300; 15-25-55) $8,200 Oh, Baby! $11,000 Appleby 
High. .$20,000 (Vaude) $17,000 (Morton $5,300 
Low... 2,600] (Paul White- (8 days) Downey (Lillian 
man on (‘Scandals’ on stage) Shade 
stage) on stage) on stage) 
‘ BUFFALO 
Oct. 19 Oct. 26 Nov. 2 “Nov. 9 
BUFFALO Penthouse |My Weakness! Night Flight| Torch Singer 
(3,600; 30-40-55) $25,200 $14,300 $16,000 $16,000 
High. .$42,000 | (Stage show) 
Low... 9,000 Fa 
CENTURY Power and Captured Loved Day and Age 
(3,400; 25) Glory $5,100 a Woman i 
High. .$21,000 $4,700 $6,000 
Low... 3,200 
HIPPO- Man’s Bowery Bowery Sunday 
DROME Journey $13,200 $8,000 Afternoon 
(2,400; 25-40) $5,100 (2d week) $11,000 
High. .$22,000 (Vaude) 
Low... 3,600 a = 
BIRMINGHAM 
Oct. 19 Oct. 26 Nov. 2. | Nov. 9 
ALABAMA |My Weakness No Angel Loved Take A 
| (2,800; 30-35-40) and $13,000 A Woman Chance 
High. $29,000 Women and $6,500 
Low.. 3,500; Must Love Way To 
| $5,000 Love | 
$5,800 
STRAND | Shanghai Storm at | Charlie Chan Her 
(300; 25) Madness Daybreak | $1,290 Bodyguard | 
High.. $5,000) $1,000 £30 $1,000 
|Low .. 800) - > ee 
EMPIRE Picture Had To Tarzan | Great To Be! 
(1,100; 25) Snatcher Say Yes $1,500 Alive | 
High. $12,000) $1,690 31.300 $1,999 | 
Low.. 800 ' 


to Des Moines 











Mack, 
is being considered 


long manager of the Empire, 
as manager. 
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SAMUEL GOLDWYN’S 
production of 


RONALD 
COLMAN 
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Masquerader 


with 


ELISSA LANDI 
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CHARLES 
LAUGHTON 


THE PRIVATE 
LIFE OF 
HENRY Vill 


Directed by 
ALEXANDER KORDA 
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for thousands of theat 
| row playing these smash 


















JOSEPH M. SCHENCK 


presents 


walla, 

lornchells 
BROADWAY 

THRU A 


KEYHOLE 


A DARRYL F. ZANUCK | 


Production ’ 

with 
CONSTANCE CUMMINGS * RUSS COLUMBO 
PAUL KELLY * BLOSSOM SEELEY 
GREGORY RATOFF »* TEXAS GUINAN 
EDDIE FOY, Jr. * FRANCES WILLIAMS 
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Directed by LOWELL SHERMAN / 
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Production 
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CALENDAR OF CURRENT RELEASES | 
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Office: 
Harold Auten °SSio erway, N. Y. ©. 
(Dubbed from French.) Romance with music and sing- 


Companion Wanted. . 
Murat. Dir. Joe May. 88 mins. Rel. June 3. 


ing. Annabella, Jean 
Rev. June 6. 
Poll de Carotte (Red Head) (French). A story of adolescence. Robert Lynen. 
Dir. Julien Duvivier. 96 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Dec. 20 and May 30. 
Savage Goid. Commander Dyott’s thrilling adventures with savage hunters. 
Comm. Dyott. Dir. Commander George Dyott. 67 mins. Rev. Aug. 8. 
Woman in Bondage. (British.) Triangle story with new sides. Betty Stock- 
field, Owen Nares. Dir. Basil Dean. 72 mins. Rel. Nov. 19. 


Chesterfield = ##_ NEMO Groadway, 


(Invincible.) A man’s man who was a woman's doc- 


Sy AGpclanment Only. Dir. Frank Strayer. 65 


tor. Lew Cody, Sally O'Neill. Aileen Pringle. 

Rel. July 7. 

Dance, Girl, Dance. Musical drama. Alan Dinehart, Evalyn Knapp, Ada May. 
Dir. Frank Strayer. 69 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Oct. 31. 

l Have Lived. A girl's attempt to live down her past. Allan Dinehart, Anita 
Page, Allen Vincent. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. June 15. Rev. 
Sept. 12. 

In the Money. A prize fighter and his affairs with women. 
Skeets Gallagher, Warren Hymer. Dir. Frank Strayer. 

Man of Sentiment. How an old man holds a family together. 
Owen Moore, Wm, Bakewell. Christian Rub. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 
Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Nov. 14. 

Notorious, But Nice. Story to come. Marian Marsh, BettfY Compson, Donald 
Dilloway. Dir. Rich. Thorpe. 67 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. 


Rainbow Over Broadway. A romantic musical mixing the gay nineties 
ir, ch- 


mins. 


Lois Wilson, 
Rel. Nov. 7. 


Marian Marsh, 
67 mins. 


the new. Joan Marsh, Frank Albertson, Lucien Littlefield. 

ard Thorpe. Rel. Dec. 1. 

3 M4 Offices: 729 Seventh Ave. 
Studio: Gower at Sunset, Columbia e Prec +m \. 


Hollywood, Cal. 
Above the Clouds. News cameraman against a naval and air background. 
‘ Robt. Armstrong, Rich. Cromwell, Dorothy Wilson. Dir. Roy W. Neill. 

67 mins. Rel. Oct. 24. 


Ann Carver’s Profession. Woman lawyer saves her husband in a murder 


trial. Fay Wray, Gene Raymond. Dir. Eddie Buzzell. 71 mins. Rel. 
May 26. Rev. June 13. 

As the Devil Commands. Melodrama with a rather new twist. Alan Dine- 
hart, Mae Clark, Niel Hamilton. Dir. Roy W. Neill. 70 mins. Rev. 


Oct. 17. 
Brief Moment. A romance that flared and flickered in one brief, rapturous 
moment blazing into a great love. Carole Lombard, Gene Raymond, 
Monroe Owsley. Dir. David Burton. 69 mins. Rel. Sept. 8. Rev. Oct. 3. 
Cocktail Hour. Girl illustrator narrowly escapes missing the right man. Bebe 
Daniels, Randolph Scott. Dir. Victor Schertzinger. 73 mins. Rel. June 
5. Rev. June 6. 
Dangerous Crossroads. A roaring romance of the rails. 
Sinclair, Jackie Searle. Dir. Lambert Hillyer. 69 mins. Rel. June 15. 
East of Fifth Avenue. Grand hotel idea in a N. Y. boarding house. Wallace 
Ford, Dorothy Tree, Mary Carlisle. Dir. Al Rogell. 73 mins. Rel. 
Oct. 20. 


Chic Sale, Diane 


Fighting Code, The. Buck Jones in a mistaken identity western. Dir, Lam- 

/ » bert Hillyer. Rel, Dec. 30. 

Fury of the Jungle. Adventure in the South American jungle. Donald Coun, 
Peggy Shannon, Alan Dinehart. Dir. Roy W. Neill. Rel. Oct. 30. 

Hold the Press. Tim McCoy in a non-western story of a reporter. Shirley 
Grey, Wheeler Oakmian. Dir. Phil Rosen. Rel. Oct. 25. 

Lady for a Day. It lives the lives of its characters, it breathes romance, tears, 
comedy and unexpected surprises. Warren William, May Robson, Guy 
Kibbee, Glenda Farrell. Dir. Frank Capra. 102 mirs. Rev. Sept. 22. 

Master of Men. Romance in a steel mill and society. Jack. Holt, i 4 Wray, 


Theo. Von Eltz. Dir, Lambert Hillyer. 76 mins. Rel. Oct. 

My Woman. Romance of the radio. Helen Twelvetrees, Victor Jory, Wal- 
lace Ford. Dir, Victor Schertzinger. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 5. 

Police Car 17. Tim McCoy on the police radio patrol. Evalyn Knapp. Dir. 
Lambert Hillyer. 59 mins. Rel. Sept. 30. Rev. Nov. 7. 


Rusty Rides Alone. Tim McCoy curbs crime at every turn with his ever- 


faithful police dog pal. Tim McCoy, Barbara Weeks. Dir. D. Ross 
Lederman. 58 mins. Rel. May 26.. Rev. Nov. 7. 

Thrill Hunter, The. Misleading title for a Buck Jones western. Dir. Geo. B. 
Seitz. 56 mins. Rel. Sept. 28. Rev. Oct. 17. 

Unknown Valley. A full-of-fight western drama, replete with unique situa- 
tions Buck Jones, Cecilia Parker. Dir. Larabert Hillyer. 69 mins. 
Rel. May 6. : 


What Price innocence. Story of a girl who didn’t know. Jean Parker, Wil- 
lard Mack. Dir. Willard Mack. 64 mins. Rev. June 27. 

Woman Stole, The. A swaggering overlord of the oil fields. Jack Holt, 
Fay Wray. Dir. Irving Cummings. 69 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. July 4. 

Wrecker, The. The season's timeliest story, with the recent California earth- 
quake. Jack Holt, Genevieve Tobin. Dir. Albert Rogell. 72 mins. Rel. 


July 10. Rev. Aug. 8. 
° a ee Offices: 1600 Broadwa 
First Division New Yoru, N.Y. 


Releases Also Allied, Chesterfield and Monogram 


Avenger, The. A district attorney seeks revenge on the gang which ‘framed’ 
him to twenty years in prison. Ralph Forbes, Adrienne Ames, Claude 
Gillingwater. Dir. Edward Marin. 78 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. 

Biack Beauty. Anna Sewell’s famous book. Esther Ralston, Alexander Kirk- 
ty Gavin Gordon, Hale Hamilton. Dir. Phil Rosen. 65 mins. Rel. 

uly 15. 

By Appointment Only. A physician couldn’t make up his mind which of two 
women he loved the most. Lew Cody, Sally O'Neill, Marceline Day. 
Dir. Frank Strayer, 66 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. 

Dance, Girl, Dance. Musical of backstage life. A small-time vaudevillian 
becomes a night club star,. Evalyn Knapp, Gloria Shea, Alan Dinehart, 
Eddie Nugent, Ada May, Mae Busch. Dir. Frank Strayer. 69 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 15. 

Dassan. Life, customs, morals, habits and whatnot as lived by the penguin 
birds on ‘Penquin Island.’ Cherry Kearton produced and directed. Two 
running times: 88 mins. and 51 mins. Rel. June 15. 


Devil's Mate. A condemned man, on the verge of execution, is mysteriously 
menrtared. Pessy Shannon, Preston Foster. Dir. Phil Rosen. 66 mins. 
el. Sept. 1. ‘ 


Dude Bandit. A clumsy cowhand turns to the disguise of a romantic dude 
bandit and solves a murder. Hoot Gibson, Gloria Shea. Dir. George 
Melford. 65 mins. Rel. June 15. 


Forgotten. A kindly Jewish immigrant father, cast off in his old age by 
his sons, brings them to their senses. June Clyde, William Collier, Jr., 


Lee Kohlmar, Natalie Moorhead, Jean Hersholt, Jr. Dir. Richard 
Thorpe. 67 mins, Rel. May 1. 

Fugitive, The. Secret service agents on the trail of a half-million dollar mail 
robbery. Rex Bell, Cecilia Parker. Dir. Harry Fraser. 68 mins. Rel. 
Sept. 15. 


I Have Lived. A Broadway stage star is faced with blackmailers on the eve 
of marriage to wealth and love. Anita Page, Allen Vincent, Alan Dine- 


hart. Dir. R. Thorpe. 69 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 

Jungle Bride. A murder suspect is shipwrecked, with his captors, in the 
jungles. Anita Page, Charles Starrett. Dir. Harry Hoyt and Albert 
Kelly. 62 mins. Rel. May 25. Rev. May 25. 


A seventeen-year-old youngster gets mixed up in a couple 
John Warburton, Ro- 
Rev. May 9. 
his wealthy 
Dir. 


Love Is Like That. 
of domestic tangles and a near murder mystery. 
-chelle Hudson. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 65 mins. Rel. May 1. 

Man of Sentiment. Playboy son marries a poor girl against 
family’s wishes. Marian Marsh, William Bakewell, Owen Moore. 
Ricl.ard Thorpe. 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. 

Notorious But Nice. Driven from the man she loves, a gir) finds solace in a 
loveless marriage with the king of the underworld. Marian Marsh, 
Betty Compson, Donald Dillaway, Rochelle Hudson. Dir. Richard Thorpe. 
7+ mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 

Oliver Twist. The famous Charles Dickens classic. Dickfe Moore, 
Pichel, William Boyd, Alec Francis, Doris Lloyd, Barbara Kent. 
William Cowan. 74 mins. Rel. May 1. i 

Year Later. A young couple start their honeymoon on a train, and the 

ane following year Geis’ them on the train under different circumstances. 
Mary Brian, Donald Dillaway, Russell Hopton, W ill and Gladys Ahern, 
Jackie Searl. Dir. E. Mason Hopper. 65 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. 

hantom Brcadcast. A radio crooner attains phorey fame when his accom- 

‘ panist secretly does his singing for him. Ralph Forbes Vivienne Os- 
borne. Pauline Garon. Dir. Phil Rosen. 71 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. 

4 i hrough 

eturn of Casey Jones. A young engineer surmounts his difficulties t 

m the Ps na i influence of the hero of his boyhood. Charles Starrett, 
Ruth Hail, Jackie Searle. 67 mins. Dir. J. P. McCarthy. Rel. July 10. 


Rev. July 4. 


Irving 
Dir. 


These tabulations are compiled 
from information supplied by the 
various production companies and 
checked up as soon as possible after 
release. Listing is given when re- 
lease dates are definitely set. Titles 
are retained for six months. Man- 
agers who receive service subse- 
quent to that period sheuld pre- 
serve a copy of the calendar for 
reference. 

The running time as giver. here 
is presumably that of the projection 
room showings and can only approx- 
imate the actual release length in 
those states or communities where 
local or state consorship may resuit 
in deletions. Running time in the 
reviews as given in ‘Variety’ carry 
the actual time clocked in the the- 
atre after passage by the New Yor« 
state censorship, since pictures are 
reviewed only in actual theatre 
showings. 

While every effort is made to hold 
this list accurate, the information 
supplied may not always be correct, 
even though official, To obtain the 
fullest degree of exactness ‘Variety’ 
wil: appreciate the co-operation of 
all managers who may note discrep: 
ancies. 





Key to Address 


Amkino, 723 Seventh Ave. 
Associated Cinema, 154 W. 65th. 
Bavaria Film, 489 Fifth Ave. 
Capital Film, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Embassy Picts., 729 Seventh Ave. 
European Film, 154 West 65th. 
Filmchoice, 509 Madison Ave. 
Foreign American, 111 West 57th. 
Foremco, 1560 Broadway. 
Garrison Films, 729 Seventh Ave. 
General Foreign Sales, 729 7th Ave. 
Germania, 22-33 19th St., Astoria. 
Gloria Films, 630 Ninth Ave. 

* H. Hoffberg, 729 Seventh Ave. 
Inter-Americas, 60 East 42d, 
Internat’] Cinema, 1499 First Ave. 
Interworld Films, 1540 Broadway. 
Jewish American, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Kinematrade, 723 Seventh Ave. 
Madison Picts., 111 West 57th. 
New Era, 680 Ninth Ave. 

Portale Films, 630 Ninth Ave. 
Protex Trading, 42 E. 58th. 
Edward Ricci, 66 Fifth Ave. 
Quality Picts., 630 Ninth Ave. 
Ufa, 729 Seventh Ave. 

J. H. Whitney, 350 East 72d. 
Worldkino, 1501 Broadway. 
Zbyszko Film, 274 Madison Ave. 


NRA Enforcement 








(Continued from page 7) 

was fined not more than $10,000 for 
paying unreasonably excessive sal- 
ary, code authority’s power could 
be challenged by court action based 
on both the Constitution and the 
NIRA provision declaring Federal 
District Attorneys shall be re- 
sponsible for punishing code vio- 
lators. Entire film code unques- 
tionably would go into the courts 
and power of NRA might be at 
stake. If courts ruled in. favor of 
alleged violator of this part of film 
code, other industries would follow 
example and defy their code au- 
thorities to do anything about in- 
fractions. 

Offhand opinion of Johnson is 
that code authorities in certain 
cases might levy fines and make 
them stick but in others would be 
going beyond limits of their power. 
The NRA chief pointed out that 
numerous trade associations always 
have had power to fine members 
and in situations where these as- 
sociations are designated code ad- 
ministrative agencies this authority 
could be exercised. Under such spe- 
cial circumstances, however, fines 
probably could not be levied on and 
collected legally from non-members 
of particular trade associations 
since fining power is based on mu- 
tual agreement. 

Whether teeth are removed from 
both the NIRA and various codes 
by apprehension over this procedure 
remains to be seen. So far nothing 
more drastic than removal of a 
Blue Eagle has been attempted by 
NRA and no precedent has been es- 
tablished. That there has been 
hesitation about slapping on penal- 
ties is without question, was shown 
by Rosenblatt’s handling of the 
Burr case. 

Similar objections have been 
raised against the blacklisting fea- 
ture of the film code, various indi- 
viduals holding that if code au- 
thority or some subsidiary enforce- 
ment officer attempts to enforce 
Section 7 of Part 5, and order all 
producers to refrain from employ- 
ing contract jumpers, authority 
might be challenged on contention 
rights of the individual were 
snatched without due process of 
law. 
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Sensation Hunters. A college girl finds herself stranded in Panama. Arline 
Judge, Marion Burns, Preston Foster. Dir. Charles Vidor. Kel. Sept. 15, 

Shriek in the Night. A murder mystery in a swanky Park Avenue apart- 
ment house. Ginger Rogers, Lyle Talbot. Dir. Albert Ray. 67 mins. 
Rel. June 15. 

Skyways. Adventures of a hot-tempered aviation pilot who gets into one 
scrape after another. Ray Walker, Kathryn Crawford, Lucien Little- 
field. Dir. Lew Collins. 72 mins. Rel, Sept. 15. 

Sphinx, The. A deaf mute and his twin brother are implicated in a series of 
crimes wherein four stock brokers are murdered in the same manner, 
Lionel Atwill, Sheila Terry, Pau! Hurst. Jir. Phil Rosen. 62 mins. 
Rel. July 3. 

Strange People. Thirteen men and women, twelve of whom recognize each 
other as members of a murder jury, find themselves gathered in the 
house of the murdered man, near midnight of a stormy night. John 
Darrow, Gloria Shea, Hale Hamilton. 64 mins. Rel. June 15. 

Sweetheart of Sigma Chi. College musical comedy romance. Based on the 
famous campus fraternity song. Buster Crabbe, Mary Carlisle, Sally 
Starr, Florence Lake, Ted Fio Rito and band, Dir. Edwin L. Marin. 73 
mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 


. . offi : 321 W. 44 29 
First National °°? Fen YY. 


Comedy-drama based on the activities of this 
Bette Davis, Lewis Stone, Pat O’Brien, Allen 


Studios: Burbank, 
Calif. 

Bureau of Missing Persons. 
little known department. 


Jenkins, Hugh Herbert. Dir. Roy del Ruth. 74 mins. Rel. Sept. 16. 
Rev Sept. 18. 

Female. A drama of a woman who does her own hunting. Ruth Chatter- 
ton, George Brent, Ruth Donnelly. Laura Hope Crews. Dir. Michael 
Curtiz. 62 mins. Rel. Nov. 11. Rev. Nov. .7. 


Comedy of a famous author who meets up 
Warren Williams, Joan Blondell, 
Michae! Curtiz. 66 mins. Rel. 


Goodbye Again. From the play. 
with an old flame who is married. 
Genevieve Tobin, Hugh Herbert. Dir. 
Sept. 9. Rev. Sept. 5 

Havana Widows. Two girls in Havana searching for suckers. Joan Blondell, 
Glenda Farrell, Guy Kibbee, Ruth Donnelly, Frank McHugh and Allen 
Jenkins. Dir. Ray Enright. 64 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. 

Heroes for Sale. Post war activities of American vets. 
Loretta Young. Rel. June 17. Rev. July 25. 

| Loved a Woman. Based on novel by David Karsner. Story of the affairs 
of an industrial leader and an operatic star. Edward G. Robinson, 
Kay Francis, Genevieve Tobin, Dir. Alfred E. Green. 90 mins. Rel, 


Rich. Barthelmess, 


Sept. 23. Rev. Sept. 26. 
Lilly Turner. Side shows and grifters. Ruth Chatterton, Geo. Brent, frank 
McHugh. Dir. Wm. A. Wellman. 65 mins. Rel. wiay 13. Rev. June 20, 
Little Giant, The. Robinson as a comedy gangster. E. G. Robinson, Mary 
Astor. Dir. Roy De) Ruth. 70 mins. Rel. May 20. Rev. May 30. 


Comedy-drama of a ‘customer’ girl. Loretta Young, 


She Had to Say Yes. 
Dir. Busby Berkeley and 


Lyle Talbot, Regis Toomey, Winnie Lightner. 
George Amy. 64 mins. Rel. July 15. 

Son of a Sailor. Comedy of a sailor who gets into a funny situation because 
of his habit of telling romantic stories about himself. Joe E. Brown, 
Jean Muir, Frank McHugh, Johnny Mack Brown and Thelma Todd. 
Dir. Lloyd Bacon. Rel. Dec. 23. 

Wild Boys of the Road. Drama of the ‘orphans of the depression. Frankie 
Darro, Dorothy Coonan, Rochelle Hudson, Ann Hovey. Dir. William A, 
Wellman. 66 mins. Rel. Sept. 30. Rev. Sept. 26. 

World Changes, The. An epic drama of a family through four generations. 
Paul Muni, Aline MacMahon, Mary Astor, Donald Cook, Margaret Lind- 


say, Jean Muir, Patricia Ellis. Dir. Mervyn LeRoy. 95 mins. Rel. 
Nov. 25. Rev. Oct. 31. 
Studio: Fox Hills, Fo Offices: 444 West 56th St. 
Hollywood, Cal. x New York, N Y, 


Adorable. Original. With music. Janet Gaynor, Henry Garat. Dir. Wm, 
Dieterle. 86 mins. Rel. May 19. Rev. May 19. 
Arizona to Broadway. James Dunn, Joan Bennett. Dir. Jas. Tinling. 67 


Rel. June 30. Rev. July 25. 

From the stage play of the same title. Turn back the 
years type of play. Leslie Howard, Heather Angel. Dir. Frank Lloyd. 
87 mins. (roadshow time). Rel. Nov. 3. Rev. Sept. 19. 

Best of Enemies, The. Racial conflict comedy. Buddy Rogers, Marian Nixon, 
Joe Cawthorne, Frank Morgan. Dir. Rian James. 72 mins. Rel. June 
23. Rev. July 18. 

Charlie Chan’s Greatest Case. 
Warner Oland, Heather Angel. 
Rev. Oct. 10. 

Devil’s in Love, The. Harry Hervey novel. 
Jory, Loretta Young, Vivienne Osborn, 
Rel. July 21. Rev. Aug. 1 

Doctor Bull. From the novel, ‘The Last Adam.’ 
Dir. John Ford. 76 mins. Rel. Sept. 22. 


Five Cents a Glass. Love, music and beer. 
Rel. June 30. 


mins. 
Berkeley Square. 


Another adventure of the Chinese sleuth, 
Dir. Hamilton MacFadden. Rel. Sept. 15. 


Foreign legion yarn. Victor 
Dir. Wm. Dieterle. 70 mins. 


Will Rogers, Louise Dresser, 
Rev. Oct. 10, 


Buddy Rogers, Marian Nixon. 


F. P. 1. (British made.) Futuristic plane landing field in mid-ocean. Conrad 
Veidt, Leslie Fenton, Jill Esmond. Dir. Karl Hartl. 75 mins. Rel. 
July 28. Rev. Sept. 19. 


(British made.) From the Priestly novel of an Eng- 


Good Companions, The. 
Jessie Matthews. Dir. Victor Saville. Rel. Sept. 8. 


lish concert troupe. 
Rev. Oct. 17. 


Hold Me Tight. Love in a department store. Jas. Dunn, Sally Eilers. Dir. 
David Butler. 71 mins. Rel. May 26. Rev. May 26. 
Hoopla. Talker version of ‘The Barker,’ stage play made as a silent. Clara 


Dir. Frank Lloyd. Rel. Nov. 30. 


Lilian Harvey, Gene 
Dir. R. V. Lee. Rel. 


Bow, Preston Foster, Rich. Cromwell. 

! Am Suzanne. Novelty story with puppet sequences. 
Raymond, Piccoli Marionettes, Yale Puppeteers. 
Dec. 22. 

I Loved You Wednesday. Stage play of four tangled lives. 
Elissa Landi, Victor Jory. Dir. Henry King. 175 mins. 
Rev. June 20. 

it’s Great to Be Alive. 
Roulien, Gloria Stuart, Herbert Mundin. 
Rel. June 2. Rev. July 11 

|! Was a Spy. (British). Based on the story by Marthe MacKenna. 
Marshall, Madaleine Carroll, Conrad Veidt. Dir. Victor Saville. 
Dec. 15. 

Jimmy and Sally. 


Warner Baxter, 
Rel. June 16. 


An only man in a world of beautiful women. Raul 
Dir. Alfred Werker, 68 mins. 


Herbert 
Rel, 


James Dunn, Claire Trevor. Dir. Jas. Tinling. Rel. Nov. 24, 


Last Trail, The. Zane Gray story. Geo. O’Brien, El Brendel, Cl ire Trevor. 
Dir. James Tinling. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 
Life in the Raw. Zane Grey story Cowboy saves girl’s brother from bandit 


gang. Geo. O’Brien, Claire Trevor, Greta Nissen. Dir.. Louis King. 
62 mins. Rel. July 7. Rev. Nov. 7 

Mad Game, The. Spencer Tracy, Claire Trevor. Dir. Irving Cummings. 73 
mins. Rel, Oct. 27. Rev. Nov. 14. 


Man Who Dared, The. Imaginative biography based on life of Anton Cer- 


mak. Preston Foster, Zita Johann. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 77 mins, 
Rel. July 14. Rev. Sept. 12. 
Mr. Skitch. From the story ‘Green Dice.’ Will Rogers, Zasu Pitts, Rochelle 


Hudson, Harry Green, Eugene Pallette. Dir. Jas. Cruze. Rel. Dec. 29. 
My Lips Betray. Lilian Harvey's second U. S. release, but the first made. 
From the play by John Balderson. Lilian Harvey, John Boles, El Bren- 
del. Dir. John Blystone. 70 mins. Rel. Nov. 10. Rev. Nov. 7 
My Weakness. Musical. Lilian Harvey, Lew Ayres. Dir. David Butler. 74 
mins. Rel. Sept. 29. Rev. Sept. 26. 


Olsen's Big Moment. El Brendel's first feature. Barbara Weeks, Walter Cate 


lett. Dir. Mal. St. Clair. Rel. Nov. 17. 

Paddy the Next Best Thing. From the stage play. Janet Gaynor, Warner 
Baxter. Dir. Harry Lachman. 85 mins. Rel. Sept. 8. Rev. Aug. 22. 
Pligrimage. Mother love from a new angle. From the I. A. R. Wiley story. 
Henrietta Crossman, Heather Angel, Norman Foster, Marian Nixon. 

Dir. John Ford. 95 mins. Rel. Aug. 18. Rev. July 18. 


Power and the Glory, The. Jesse Lasky’s ‘narratage’ story. A man’s career 


in flashbacks. Spencer Tracy, Colleen Moore. Dir. Wm. K. Howard. 
87 mins. Rel. Oct. 6 

Shanghal Madness. “Magazine story by F. H. Brennan. River pirates on a 
Chinese stream. Spencer Tracy, Fay Wray. Dir. John Blystone. 63 


mins. Rel. Aug. 4. Rev. Sept. 26. 

Smoky. From the novel by Will James. Victor Jory, Irene Bentley, Francis 
Ford. Dir. Eugene Forde. Rel. Dec. 8. 

Trick for Trick. Stage play of same title. Ralph Morgan, Victor Jory, Sally 
Blane. Dir. Hamilton McFadden. 68 mins. Rel. April 21. Rev. June 13. 

Walls of Gold. From Kathleen Norris’ novel. Sally Eilers, Norman Foster. 
Dir. Kenneth MacKenna. Rel. Oct. 13. 

Warrlor’s Husband, The. Stage play by Julian Thompson. An Amazon who 
had a heart. Elissa Landi, Marjorie Rambeau, Ernest Truex, David 
Manners. Dir. Walter Lang. 74 mins. Rel. May 12. (Lasky produc- 
tion.) Rev. May 16. 
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Worst Woman in Paris, The. Lasky production for Fox. Title is explana-| Turn Back the Clock. Story of a man who relives his past. Lee Tracy 
tory. senita Hume, Adolphe Menjou. Helen ¢ andler. Dir. Monta Bell Clerk, Peggy Shannon, Dir. Edgar Selwyn. 80 mins. Rel | 
Rel. Oct 0 Rev. Aug. 2 | 
= . ; ntati » titl ased oOo t _n rv et) sborn Lionel 
Office: R.K.O. Bidg.., Vinegar Tree, The ‘tentative title). Based ¢ n the play t q aul © ! 
Freuler Associates New York "ND Y | barrymore, Alice Brady, Conway Tearle, Mary Carlisk Dir. Harry | 
Piri Ming: }caumon te! c 
Easy Millions Mol ceoputed 1 mnatre toses Ss job, an inheritance and — . co m, Dae, 5. 
i'most his sweetheart. Skeets Gallag ! Dorothy Burgess Diy ray When Ladies Meet. Based on Rache) Crothers’ Broadway success Ann] 
Newmavye 57 mins. Rel. J . i) Rey Sept. 26. lilarding, Robert Montgomery, Fran! Morga Dir. Harry He ont 
Kiss of Araby. Original. Sahara story oi Britis rmy and R abt,” Leth el. June 23. Rev. June 27. 
interest. Maria Alba It. Rivero ‘ ire Windsor Dir. Phil Rosey _ : i 
ws 7 Tet I ‘ Studio. 6048 Sunset Bivd., Office: R. K,. O Building, 
Rel. April 2 Hollywood, Cai Monogram Rockefeller Center, N.Y.C. 
War of the Range en oy tern Dir J 4 VicGo he a . Wie tf 
fept, 23 Avenger, The. Vengeance in prisor Ralph Forbes, Adrienne Ames. Dir. Ed 
Marin. 72 mins. Rel. Aug. 25 Rev. Oct, 10 
FY. ffice: 226 West ji2nd St. B B Horse story Ale> iv irkland Esther Ralston Dir Phil 
a - ° , hack eauty. rse tory. Aiex rirkiand, 2th ta . 
umont British New York. Rosen. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 10. Rev. Aug. 29. 
(BRITISH MADE) Broken Dreams. From Olga J’rintzlau’s story, “wo Little Arms.’ Martha 
7 , = Mlieeper, Randolph Scott, Buster Phelps, Beryl Mercer. Dir. Robert Vig- 
Baroud. Pg ry eb eae = 0 6s Ingram boi Rex tng ' ow Mins nola, 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 15 
tev. Jan. lo an March 2). | . 
Devil’s Mate, The. Convicted murderer who dies in the electrie chair ahead 
Channel Crossing. Drama. Matheson Jang, Constance Cummines Dir. Mil. | the shock. Peggy Shannon, Preston Foster. Dir. Phil Rosen. 66 
ton Rossmer. 68 mins. Rev. Oet, 31. nins Rel. Aug. 15. Rev. Sept. 26. 
Falling for You. Comedy drama, Jack Hulbert,. Cicely Courtneidgs Dir. | Fighting Texan. Oil country story. Rex Bell, Luana Walters. Dir. Armand 
Jack Hulbert. 71 mins. Rev. Ang. 4. Sehaefer. 55 mins. Rel. Aug. 35. Rev. Aug. 1. 
it’s a Boy. Comedy drama. Mdvy ard Mverett Horton, Leslie Henson, Albert | Fugitive, The. A $500,000 mail robbery. Western. Rex Bell, Cecilia Parke 
Drayton, Heather Thatcher. Dir. Tim Whelan. 66 mins. Rev. June 27. Dir. Harry Fraser. 54 mins. Nel. Aug. 10. Rev. Sept. 26. 
Love in Morocco- See Baroud., Gallant Fool, The. One ring circus in the cattle country. Bob Steele, Ar- 
Lucky Number, Comedy drama. Cliiford Mollison, Joa Wyndham. Dir. letta Duncan. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 56 mins. Rel. July 29. 
Anthony Asquith. 59 mins. Rey. June 6. | Gatioping Romeo. Western story. Bob Steele. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 654 mins. 
Man from Toronto. Romantic comedy, Jessie Mutthews, Jan Hunter, ired Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Oct. 31. 
Kerr. Dir. Sinclair Hill, 54 mins. Nev. Feb. 28. He Couldn’t Take It. Story by Dore Scharg. Inside story_of process serving 
Night and Day. Musical comedy. Jack Hulbert, Cicely Courtneidge, Winifred racket. Ray Walker, Virginia Cherrill, George E. Stone, Dorothy 
Shotter. Dir. Walter Forde. 73 mins. Rev. May 30. (iranger, Paul Poreasi. Dir. William Nigh. tev. Dec. 11. 
Orders Is Orders. Comedy of American picture unit making fil in Dritish | Manhattan Love Song. Musical. Story by Cornell Woolrich. New York 
army_barracks, James Gleason, Charlotte Greenwood, Cyril Maude. background. Dir. Len Fields, Nel. Jan. 30. 
Dir. Walter Forde. 70 mins. Rev. Aug. 18. Phantom Broadcast, The. Radio crooner who sings by proxy. Ralph Forbes, 
Sieeping Car. Comedy drama. Madeleine Carroll, Ivor Novello. Dir. Anatol! Vivienne Osborne. Dir. Phil Rosen. 72 mins. Rel. July 8 Rev. Aug. 1. 


Litwak. 67 mins. Rev. June 27. 


Soldiers of the King. Musical comedy. Cicely Courtneidge, Edward Everett 
Horton, Anthony Bushnell. Dir. Milton Rosmer. 67 mins. Fev. March 28. 

There Goes the Bride. Musical comedy. Jessie Matthews and Owen Nares. 
Dir. Albert DeCourville. 68 mins. Rev. Mareh 7. 

Waltz Time. Adaptation of Johann Strauss’ ‘Die Fledermaus.’ Jvelyn Laye. 

Dir William Thiele. 66 mins. tel, Ort. 1 Rev. June 27 and Oct. 3. 


Offices: RKO Bidg., Radio City. 
New York City 


©, Au- 


Majestic 


Curtain at Eight. Story oo a inurder Mystery by Octavus Roy Cohen. 


brey Smith, Dorothy Mackall, Paul Cavanagh. Dir. . Mason topper 
72 mins. Nel. Oct. 1. 

Divorce Bed, The. Divorce racket exposed (no cast assigned). ino director 
assigned), Rel Dee. 1, 

Morning After, The. A merry mix-up of international spy systems, Ben 


Dir. 
(British made.) 


Allan Dwan. Rel. Nov. 1. 
Romantic drama of Cinderella type. Con- 


Lyon and Sally Wilers. 
Shoot the Works. 


stance Cummings and Frank Lawton. Dir. Monty Banks. lel. Nov. 1. 

Sing, Sinner, Sing. Torch singer marries a millionaire. Pau) iwnkas, Leila 
Hyams, Dir. Howard Christy. 74 mins tel. Aug. 1. 

Sin of Nora Moran, Tine. Woman is framed to shield the higher-ups. “Zita 
Johann, Alan Dinehart. Paul Cavanagh, John Miljan. Dir. Vhil Gold- 
stone. Rel Nov. 1. 

Trouble Busters. Western. Jack Hoxie, Lane Chandler. Dir. |.ew Collins 


55 mins. Rel. May 15. 

Made Me Love You. (Jritish 
a spitfire wife. Thelme ‘Todd 
Rel, Noy. 1. 


You made). Farce comedy of the taming of 


and Stanley Taipino. Dir. Monty Banks. 


Studios: Culver City, Offices: 1540 Broadway, 


Metro 


Calif New York, N. Y. 

Another Language. Story of tie in-laws from ose /ranken’s stage hit 

Helen Hayes, Robt. Montgomery, Louise Closser Hale. Dir. Kdw. H 
Grifiith. 70 mins. Rel. July 28. ev. Aug. »s. 


Barbarian, The. Ramon Novarro as an Egyptian guide who is really a prince. 
Myrna Loy, Reginald Denny. Dir. Sam Wood. 80 mins. Mel. May 12. 
Rel. May 186. 


Beauty for Sale. Faith Raldwin’s ‘Beauty. Otto Kruger, Madge Hvans, Una 


Merkel, Alice Brady. Dir. Rich. Boleslavsky. 85 mins. lev. Sept. 19. 
Rel. Sept. 1. 
Bombshell. Jean Harlow as a_ harassed picture star with Lee Tracy her 


publicity man. 
Dir. Victor Fleming. 


Franchot Tone, frank Morgan, Ted Healy, Una Merkel. 

98 mins. tel, Oct. 18. 

Broadway to Hollywood. Three gencrations in a stage family. 
Frank Morgan, Madge Evans, Russell Hardie, Eddie Quillan. 
lard Mack. 83 mins. Rey. Sept. 5. Rel, Sept. 15. 

Cat and the Fiddle, The. From the successful musical play by Jerome Ker» 
and Otto Harbach. Ramon Novarro, Jeanette MacDonald, Frank Mor- 
gan, Charles Butterworth, Jean Hersholt, Vivienne Segal. Dir. Wil- 
jiam K. Howard. Rel. Dec. 8. 

Chief The. Ed Wynn as a simpleton of the gay ‘nineties. 
William (Stage) Boyd, Effie Ellsler, C. Henry Gordon. 
Riesner. 68 mins. Rel. Nov. 3. 

Christopher Bean. The Broadway play by Rene Fauchois 
ard. Marie Dressler, Jiionel Barrymore, Helen Mack. 
Rel. Nov. 17. 

Dancing Lady. James Warner Bellah’s Saturday Evening Post story. Joan 
Crawford, Clark Gable, Franchot Tone, Fred Astaire, Winnie Lightner, 
Ted Healy. Dir. Robert Z. Leonard. Rel. Nov. 24. 

Day of Reckoning. Based on Morris Lavine’s story, ‘Hall of Justice.’ Rich- 
ard Dix, Madge Evans, Una Merkel], Conway Tearle. Dir. Charles Bra- 


Alice Brady, 
Dir, Wil- 


Dorothy Mackail, 
Dir. Charles 


and Sidney How- 
Dir. Sam Wood. 


bin. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 27. Rev. Nov. 7. 

Devil's Brother, The. Operetta ‘Fra Diavolo.’ V.aurel and Hardy, Dennis 
King, Thelma Todd, Jas. Finlayson. Wir. f¥al Roach. 91 mins. Rel 
May 5. Rev. June 13. 

Dinner at Eight. From the stage play. Al!) star cast headed by Marie 
Dressler and John Barrymore. Dir. Geo. Cukor. Roadshow length 110 


mins. General release not set. 

Hell Below. The submarine heroes of the World War. Robert Montgomery, 
Jimmy Durante, Madge Evans, Walter Fruston. Dir. Jack Conway. 
105 mins. Rel. June 9. Rev. May 2. 

Mold Your Man. A smart aleck crook who escapes everything but love. 
Jean Harlow, Clark Gable, Stuart Erwin, Dir. Sam Wood. 389 mins. 


Rel. June 30. 
Made on Broadway. 


Rev. July 4. 


Original, Press agent poier in politics and socfety. 


Robt. Montgomery, Madge Evans, Sally Wilers, Eugene Pallette. Dir 
Harry Beaumont. 70 mins. Rel. May 19. Rev. July 11. 

Meet the Baron. Jack Pearl brings his radio characterization to the screen. 
Jimmy Durante, Zasu Pitts, Edna May Oliver, Ted Healy and his 
stooges. Dir. Walter Lang. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 20. Rev. Oct. 31. 

Midnight Mary. Gangster story with the tria!-flashLack used. JSoretta Young, 
Ricardo Cortez, Franchot ‘lone. Dir. Win. Wellman 75 mins. Rel. 


June 30. Rev. July 18. 

Wight Flight, The. Air story of a South American flight from the 
Saint-Exupery. John Barrymore, Helen Hayes, Clark Gable, 
Barrymore, Robt. Montgomery, Myrna Lo}. Dir. David O. Selznick. 
mins. Rel. Oct. 6. Rev. Oct. 10. 

Nulsance, The. Lee Tracy as an ambulance-cliasiug lawyer 
Frank Morgan, Charles Butterworth, Dir, Jack Conway. 
June 2. Rey. May 30. 

Peg o’ My Heart. From the famous pla 
Juliette Compton, J. Farrel! MacDonald. 


novel by 
Lione!) 
85 


Madge iivans, 
Rt ming Re), 


Davies, Onsiow Stevens, 
Robt, Z Geonnrd. Rel. 


Marion 
Wir 


May 26. Rev. May 23. 

Penthouse. Arthur Somers Roche Cosmopolitan serial. Warner Baxter, 
Myrna Loy, Mae Clark. Dir. W. 8S. Van Dyke. Kel. Sept. 8. Rev. Sept. 
12. 

Brizefighter and the Lady. Max Baer, heavyweight contender, and Myrna 
Loy in the title roles. Primo Carnera, Jack Dempsey, Walter Huston 
Dir. W. 8S. Van Dyke. 90 mins. Rel. Nov. 16. Rey. Nov. 14. 

Reunion in Vienna. From Sherwood’s stage n’1r. Mxiled royelty returns for 
a last fling. John Barrymore, Diana W ynyard, Frank Morgan. Dir. 
Sidney Franklin, 100 mins. Hel. June 16. Rev. May 

@otitaire Man, Crook torv wit! Hnlentv of munch Hierhbe rt Mis hi | i Nia 
tobson, Elizabeth Allan, Ralph Forbe 1) Jack Conw: f mMip1s 
Rel. Sept. 22. Rev. Sept. 26. 

Stage Mother. From Bradford Rop- \)} ¥ 
Maureen O'Sullivan, Franchot ‘Tone, } biol 
Brabin. 25 mins. Ite 1. Sept. 9 Ie vot 

Stranger’s Return, The. Phil Stong’ tory of e 
Lionel Rarrvmors . Miriam MWonkir a ye k } 

King Vidor. 88 mins, Rel. July 21. Rev. Aug. 1 

Storm at Daybreak. Triangulai tory in a Serbian sé £ b 
Nils Asther, Walter Huston, PI} ilips lio Ae Dir, R ad be 
78 mins. Rel, July 14. Rev. July 25. 

gboat Annie. from ihe Saturday Fve. Post s, Marie Dressler, Wai 
lace Ree \ Mf yon Teas CK nine r P g 4 bs Aug le 
s 


Too Much Harmony. 





Rainbow Ranch. Adventures of the welterweight champ of the Pacific fleet. 
Rex Bell, Cecelia Parker. Dir. Harry Fraser. 59 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. 
Rangers Code. Texas cattle ranger story. Bobe Steele. Dir. R. N. Bradbury. 
55 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 26, 
Return of Casey Jones, The. Railroad story. 
J. P. MeCarthy. 67 nins. Rel. July 26. 
Sagebrush Trall. Western. Ranger escapes from prison and, preventing sev- 


Chas. Starrett, Ruth Hall. Dir. 


eral holdups, has criminal arrested. John Wayne, Nancy Shubert. Dir. 
Armand Schaefer. tev. Dec. 12. 

Sensation Hunters. Society high life. Arline Judge, Preston Foster. DI. 
Chas. Vidor. 75 mins. Rel, Sept. 20 

Sixteen Fathoms Deep. Sponge diver’s romanee. Sally O'Neill, Creighton 
Chaney, Russell Simpson, Maurice Black, Wir. Armand Schaefer. Rel. 
Nov. 17%. 

Skyway. Aviation pilot’s ship-to-shore line. Ray Walker. Kathryn Craw- 
ford. Dir. Lew Collins. 67 mins. Wel. Aug. 22. 

Sphinx, The. Murder mystery with a neat twist. Lionel Atwill, Sheila Tracy. 
Dir. Phil Rosen. 63 mins. Rel. June 1. Rev. July 

Sweetheart of Sigma Chi. College musical. Mary Carlisle, Buster Crabbe 
Dir. Ed. Marin. 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. Rev. Nov. 14. 

Trailing North. Texas ranger gets far from home, Sut gets his man. Bob 
Steele, Doris Hill. Dir. J. P. McCarthy. 55 mins. Rev. June 6, 

Studios: 5851 Marathon St., Offices: 1501 Broadway, 

Paramount New York, N. Y. 


Hollywood, Calif. 


Big Executive. Story of big business from Alice Duer Miller’s story. Ricardo 
Cortez, Rich. Bennett, Elizabeth Young, Sharon Lynn. Dir, Far! C. 
Kenton. 70 mins. Hel. Aug. 18. Rev. Oct. 3. 


College Humor. Comedy. Bing Crosby, Jack Oakie, Rich. Arien, Mary Carl- 
isle, Burns and Allen. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 6624. Rel. June 30. 
Disgraced. Story of betrayed love. Helen Twelvetrees, Bruce Cabot. Dir 


5740. Rel. July 7% Rev. July 8. 


Story of the Royal Flying Squadron in the i 
r 


Earle C. Kenton. 
Eagie and the Hawk, The. 


War. Frederic March, Jack Oakie, Cary Grant, Carole Lombard. 
Stuart Walker. 74 mins. Rel. May 19. Rev. May 16. 

Gambling Ship. Explanatory title. Cary Grant, Benita Hume. Dir. Louis 
Gasnier. 6331. Max Marcin. Rel. June 23. Rev. July 18. 


Jas. Duan, Gloria 


Mysterious beauty in a hospital drama. % 
65 mins. 


Stuart, David Manners, Dir. George Somnes, Alexander Ha!i. 
lel, May 26. Rev. May 23. 

Goiden Harvest. Story of the middlewestern farms and 
Rich. Arlen, Chester Morris, Genevieve Tobin. Dir. 
mins. Rel. Oct. 22. Rev. Nov. 7. 

Hell and High Water. Waterfront story with a U. S. Navy 
tich. Arlen, Judith Allen, Chas. Grapewin, Sir Guy 
rover Jones and Wm. Slavens McNutt. Rel. Oct. 27. 

Bodyguard. A musical comedy star and her hired sleuth, Wynne Gib- 
son, Edmund Lowe, Johnny Hines. Marjorie White. Dir. Wm. Beaudine. 
Rel. July 21, Rev. Aug. 8. 


Gir! in 419, The. 


‘hicago wheat pit. 
talph Murphy. 71 


back grounding. 
Standing. Dir. 


Her 


{ Love That Man. ‘Rogers production.) Romantic drama. Edmund Lowe, 
Nancy Carroll, ir. Harry Joe Brown. 74 mins. Rel. June 9 Rev. 
July 11, 

i'm No Angel. Mae West original. Mae West in tights as a lion tamer 
Cary Grant, Edw. Arnold, Ralf Harolde. Dir. Wesley Ruggles. 87 mins. 
Rel, Oct. 13. Rev. Oct. 17. 

international House. Farce comedy. Peggy Hopkins Joyce, W. C. Fields, 


Rudy Vallee, Stuart Erwin, Sari Maritza, Burnr and Allen ,Cab Callo- 

way. Dir. Eddie Sutherland. 68 mins. Rel. June 2. Rev. May 320. 
Jennie Gerhardt. From the Theo. Dreiser story. Sylvia Sidney, Donald Cook, 

Mary Astor. Dir. Marion Gering. 95 mins. Rel, June 16. Rev. June 13. 
Mama Loves Papa. Trials of a henpecked. Chas, Ruggles, Mary Boland, 


Lilyan Tashman, Walter Catlett. Dir. Norman McLeod. Hel. July 14. 
Rev. July 25. 

Mat® of the Forest. Western. Harry Carey, Randolph Scott, Verna :stillie 
Dir. Henry Hathaway. Rel. July 14. Rev. Oct. 31 

Midnight Club, The, Qondon jewel thieves. Geo. Raft, Clive Brook, Guy 
Standing, Alison Skipworth. Dir. Geo. Somnes and Alex Hall. Rel. 
July 28 Rev. Aug. 1. 

One Sunday Afternoon. From the stage play. Loves in a small town. Gary 
Cooper, Fay Wray, Niel Hamilton, Frances Fuller. Dir. Louis D. 
Lighton. 68 mins. Rel, Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 5. 

Song of Songs. From Suderman’s story and Sheldon’s play. Marlene Die- 
trich, Brian Aherne, Lione) Atwill, Dir. Rouben Mamoulian. 70 mins. 


Ney. July 25. 
Story of Temple Drake, The. From Wm. s/aulkner’s ‘Sanctuary.’ The story 
x9’ an oversexcd girl. Miriam Hopkins, Jack La Rue, Wm. Collier, Jr. 


Dir. Stephen Roberts. 68 mins. Rel. May 12. tev. May 9. 

Sunset Pass. Zane Grey western. Tom Keene, Randolph Scott, Kathleen 
Burke. Dir. Henry Wlathaway. 46 mins. Rel. May 26. 

This Day and Age. Revolt of the children against politics and gangsters. 
“has. Bickford, Judith Allen, Dir. Cecil de Mille. 82 mins. Reb. Aug. 


%. Rev. Aug. 29. 
Three Cornered Moon. Domestic problems oi a mildly 


Krom the stage play. 
Boland. Dir. E!- 


insane family. Claudette Colbert, Rich. Arien, Mary 
jott Nugent. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 4. Rev. Aug. 15. 


Titlie and Gus. Keeper of a Chinese resort and her brother, an Alaskan bad 
man come back home to elaim their inheritance, a battered ferry boat. 
Ww. C. Fields and Allison Skipworth handle the comedy with plenty of 
opportunity. Dir. Francis Martin. 57 mins. tel. Oct. 13. Rev. Nov. 14. 

Usual backstage story. Bing Crosby , Jack Oakte, Skeets 
Gallagher, Harry Green, Ned Sparks, Judith Allen. Dir. Eddie Snther- 
land. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. Rev. Sept. 26. 

Torch Singer, The. Unwed mother doubles as a cabaret hotcha and a radio 
mother talker. (Inudett Colber a Ricardo Cortez, David Manne rs, Lyda 


Roberti. Dir. Alex Hall and Geo, Sommers. 70 mins. Rel. Sept. 8 Rev. 
Oct. 10. 

Way to Love, The. Chevalier, incognito, finds romance with a French ear- 
nival troupe. Ann Dvorak, Ed. Everctt Horton, Minna Gombell, Dir 
Norman Taurore. S4 mins Rel. Oct. 20. Rey. Noy. 14 

4 ° Office: 1270 Sixth Ave., 
Principal New York, N. Y. 

Jaws of Justice +Principul.) WKazan, the dog, in a ms of the North 
: t Mounted Police, with Richard Terry a1 f } 4 mm) 
J Dec 1 

Tarzan the Fearless. Principal.) Feature eight subse two-part 
hapters. Buster CUrabbe, J: ‘ e Well > ye j : ir 

ture Rel, July 12. Rev. A 
| Thunder Over Mexico. (‘f’ri “}) M re ¢ 
| ‘ h there as bes “1 ; 60 1 
tf Nov 15 bee 
a . ffice: R.K.O. Bida. 

Studios: Hollywood O ) P .K.O.7 i. 

; Calif. R.K. . Radio Radio City, Fe 
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Naish Goes to Amazon 
For Metro’s ‘Jungle Men’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
liarold Naish of Metro's writing 
staff leaves within a fortnight for 
thé headwaters of the An Zon to 
| make preparations for filming 
Jungle Red Men.’ Will be ahead 
of the camera crew four months, 
Studio intends the native pie as a 
follower of ‘Eskimo.’ 
’ 
Yorals—Or Else 
‘(Continued fro page 5) 
which the Hays mill now admit- 


} 
tedly never possessed. 


Under the new order or morals, 


arguments will be out. When the 
commission makes a decision the 
producer will have to execute it. 
Before, and now, it is conceded, Dr. 
Wingate decides, but his decision 
very often is subject to argument 
which sometimes has resulted in 


the producer ‘going ahead, anyhow.’ 

It is expected that every picture 
passed by the commissioners will 
carry a title, among the credits, 
along the line of ‘Approved under 
the provisions of the Code of Fait 
Practice under the NRA.’ 

Under commission influence sex 
eycles face inevitable discourage- 
ment, it is voited in high picture 
quarters. There, as well, it is point- 
ed out that phoney travel pictures 
and jungle features containing Hol- 
lywood props will have to be pub- 
licly identified as such so that, un- 
less bona fide, they will appear on 
the screens virtually as travesties. 

At the outset if the commission- 
ers decide a story is thematically 
invidious or offensive it will be 
banned, and there will be no way by 
Which a producer may circumvent 
such blacklisting as has been the 
fact in almost every such instance 
under the Hays moral banner. 

Even the angle of supporting th 
commission form of menecrten ih 
being considered now. At the pres- 
ent it is figured that a producer 
would inelude all foreign features. 
put into release. This is cstimated 
conservatively at $300 apiece and 
would include all foreign features. 
On the advertising end it is ecalcu- 
lated that a certain percentage of 
all moneys expended for ballyhoo 
and paid space can be turned over 
to the commission. No effort is 
made to conceal the probability that 
much of such assessments will be 
passed on to the exhibitor. For that 
matter the code, itself, provides that 
the entire business shall meet its 
just share in meeting expenses of 
the code authority. 


Sphinx Johnson 





(Continued from page 4) 
morrow (21) between President 
Roosevelt and Eddie Cantor, 

Trade Body Pacified 

Report that the Federal Trade 
Commission was actively fighting 
the code were quicted last week 
when Chairman Charles H. March 
revealed requests for information 
about various unidentified film mat- 
ters had been satisfied long ago and 
intimated that the commission’s 
criticisms were overcome unknow- 
ingly by Rosenblatt in making re- 
visions. : 

General uncertainty and a desire 
to be in readiness for Johnson's 
call to talk it over led Rosenblatt 
Saturday (18) to cancel a promise 
to address motion picture owners of 
Wisconsin at their Milwaukee con- 
vention Wednesday (22). With the 
code still in the air and the out- 
come unknown, the deputy admin- 
istrator felt forced to refrain from 
discussing or interpreting the pact 
and to be on hand in Washington 
if required. 

President Roosevelt, slated to be 
away until after Thanksgiving, will 
receive approved codes from John- 
son and, he fit, sign them 
so that there is a bare possibility 


as §ee.3 


ithe film pact may be promulgated 
| from 
| Sphinx Johnson loosens up, there is 
'no basis for predicting anything ca 
cept that the film industry 
}its code some day. 


Warm Springs. But until 


will get 


Shelve Fields Remake 
Hollywood, Noy. 20 
Paramveunt has shelved the re- 
Y ke of Stiy Your Old Man,’ the 
W. C. Fields feature made in 1826 
Studio planned to make it again 
1 Fields as ‘You’re Telling Me.’ 
Joseph Mankiewicz, working on 
® yarn with Keene Thompson, 
le es Par to do the adaptation of 
hed 1ds on Parade’ for jesse 
[ < r t con et rnorhe < 
~ Ti TT 
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After Tonight. A beautiful Russian spy falls in love with an Austrian sp) 
but they place duty to their countries above love. Constance Bennett, 
mega Roland. Dir. George Archainbaud. 72 mins. Rel. Nov. 10. Rev. 
OY i. 

Rage Avcieny, Maker of Men. A woman reforms two of the men in her 
life, making a gentlem of the rowdy and a rowdy of the gentleman 
Wynne Gibson, Charles ‘Farrell, William Gargan, Zasu Pitts. Dir. Mark 
Sandrich. 73 mins. Rel. Nov. 3. Rev. Oct. 24. 


Walter Huston 
Sept. 22. Rev 


the Sine 
Dir, 


Irene Dunn, 
5 mins. Rel. 


‘lair Lewis novel. 
John Cromwell. 7 


Ann Vickers. From 
Conrad Nagel. 
Oct. 3 


Bed of Roses. A girl of the streets reforms because of her love for a 
Mississippi boat man. Constance Bennett, Joel McCrea, Pert Kelton, 
Sone ne. Dir. Gregory LaCava. 67 mins. Rel. July 14. Rev 
July 


Before Dawn. Taken from Edgar Wallace's last mystery novel. Stuart Er- 


win, Dorothy Wilson, Warner Oland. Dir. Irving Piche!. 61 mins. Rel 
Aug. 4. Rev. Oct. 24. 
Big Brain, The. A small town barber becomes a big time gambier and 


crook. George E. Stone, Fay Wray, Phillips Holmes, Lilian Bond. Dir 
George Archainbaud. 72 mins Rel. June 16. Rev Aug. 8. 

Biind Adventure. Adventures in London during one foggy 
Armstrong, Helen Mack, Roland Young, Ralph Bellamy. 
Schoedsack. 63 mins. Released Aug. 18. Rev. Nov. 7. 

Chance at Heaven. The rich city girl who dazzles the country boy and mar- 

ries him only to send him back to his small town sweetheart. Joel 

McCrea, Ginger Rogers, Marion Nixon. Dir. William Seiter. 72 mins. 

Re leased Oct. 27. 

Fire. Action western. Tom Keene. Betty Furness, 

Dir. Otto Brower 55 mins. Rel. June 30. 

Deluge, The. Odd story of the world after a second deiuge. Peggy Shannon, 
Lois Wilson, Sidney Blackmer, Matt Moore. Dir. Felix E. Feist. Rel 
Sept. 15. Rev. Oct. 10. 

Diplomaniacs, The. Wheeler and Woolsey are sent by an Indian 
bring peace to the Geneva Conference. Dir. Wm. Seiter. 59 mins. 
May. Rev May 2. 

Doubie Harness. A girl who got rer man. Ann Harding,. 
Dir. Join Cromwell. 70 mins. Rev. July 25. 

Emergency Call. Exposi:g racketeering in city nospitails. Bill Boyd, Wynne 
Gibson, William Gargan. Dir Edward Cahn. 61 mins. Rel. May 19. 

Flaming Gold. Adventures in the oil fields of Tampico. Bill Boyd, Mae Clark, 
Pat O’Brien. Directed by Ralph Ince. 53 mins. Released Sept. 29. 

Fiying Devils. Triangie in a flying circus. Arline Judge, Bruce Cabot. Dir 
Russell Birdwell. 60 mins. Rel. Aug. 14. Rev. Aug. 29. 

Headline Shooter. Adventures of a newsreel cameraman. William Gargan, 
Frances Dee, Ralph Bellamy, Jack La Rue. Dir. Otto Brower. 61 mins. 
Rei. July 28. Rev. Oct. 24. 

Goodbye Love. A butler and his master both become involved with gold 
diggers. Charlie Ruggles, Verree Teasdale, Mayo Methot, Sidney Black- 
mer, Phyllis Barry. Dir. by H. Bruce Humberstone. 66 mins. Rel. 
Nov. 10. 


Little Women. 


night. Robert 
Dir. Ernest B 


Cross Edgar Kennedy. 


tribe to 
Rel 


William Powell 


Talker version of the Louisa Alcott story. Katherine Hep- 
burn, Joan Bennett, Paul Lukas, Frances Dee, Jean Parker, Edna Mae 
Oliver. Dir. Geo. Cukor. Rel. Nov. 24. 

Pesiody Cruise. Musicai novelty which takes place on a world cruise. Charlie 

—". Ruggies, Phil Harris, Greta ‘lissen, Helen Mack. Dir. Mark Sandrich 
76 mins. Rel. June 23. 

Midshipman Jack. Annapolis story. Bruce Cabot, Frank Albertson, Arthur 
Lake, Betty Furness. Dir. Christy Cabanne. Rel. Sepi. 29. 

Morning Glory. Backstage story of a country girl’s rise and fall. 
Hepburn, Doug. Fairbanks, Jr., Adolphe Menjou, Mary Duncan. 
Lowel] Sherman. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 18. Rev. Aug. 22. 

No Marriage Ties. From an unproduced play. Satire on adv yertising agencies 
Richard Dix, Elizabeth Allen. Dir. J. Waiter Ruben. 75 mins. Rel. Aug. 
11. Rev. Aug. 8. 

One Man’s Journey. Country doctor achieves fame. 
Robson. Joel McCrea. Dir. John Robertson. 72 mins. 
Rev. Sept. 5. 

Professional Sweetheart. The story of a radio stnger who is forced to live 
up to her publicized angelic character when her greatest desire is to be 

naughty-naughty. Ginger Rogers, Norman Foster, Geegory Ratoff. Zasu 
Pitts. Dir. William A. Seiter 73 mins. Rel. June 9. Rev. July 18. 

Rafter Romance. A story of Greenwich Village. Ginger Rogers, Norman 
Foster, Geo. Sidney. Laura Hope Crews, Robt. Benchley. Dir. Wm 
Seiter. 75 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. 

Richt to Romance, The. A famous woman beauty specialist decides to go on 
a spree and becomes involved in a series of exciting adventures. Ann 
Harding, Nils Asther, Sari Maritza, Irving Pichel. Dir. Alfred Santell. 


Katherine 
Dir. 


Lione] Barrymore, May 
Rel. Sept. 8 


67 mins. Rel. Nov. 17 

Silver Cord, The. Mother love carried to excess. Irene Dunne, Laura Hope 
Crews, Joel McCrea, Frances Dee. Dir. John Cromwell. 76 mins 
Rel May 19. Rev. May 9 

Son of the Border. Action western. Tom Keene, Julie Haydon, Creighton 
Chaney Dir. Lioyd Nosler 65 mins. Rel. May 5 


Chester Morris, Vivienne Os- 


Novel murder mystery. 
62 mins. Rel. June 2. Rev. 


Dir. Ray Enright. 
° $ Offices: 729 Seventh Ave., 
United Artists Oe evn N'Y 


Romance and adventures of reporter who edits the 
eventually exposes the drug racket. Dir. Alfred 


Tomorrow at Seven. 
borne, Frank McHugh. 
July 4. 


Advice to the Lovelorn. 
agony column and 
Werker. Rel. Dec. 1 

Bitter Sweet. (British made). 
English beauty who elopes to. Vienna with 
Neagle, Fernand Graavey. Dir. Herbert Wilcox. 
22. Rev. Aug 

Bowery, The. Story of the rivalry between Chuck Connors and Steve Brodle, 
famous Brookiyn Bridge jumper. Wallace Beery, George Raft, Jackie 
Cooper, Fay Wray. Dir. Raoul Walsh. Rel. Sept. 29. Rev. Oct. 10. 

Broadway Through a Keyhole. Walter Winchell’s story of Broadway. Con- 
stance Cummings, Russ Columbo. Paul Kelly. Dir. Lowell Sherman. 
90 mins. Rel. Oct. 13. Rev. Nov. 7. 

Emperor Jones. Eugene O'Neill's famous drama of a Pullman porter who 
becomes ruler of a West Indian island. Paul Robeson, Dudley Digges. 
Dir. Dudley Murphy. 80 mins. Rel. Sept. 8. Rev. Sept. 26. 

Henry Vill (British made). Henry and his six wives. Chas. Laughton. 
Alex. Korda. 93 mins. Rel. Oct. 16. Rev. Oct. 17. 

i Cover the Waterfront. Adaptation of Max Miller’s best seller about his 
exploits in the San Diego harbor. Claudette Colbert, Ben Lyon and 
Ernest Torrence. Dir. James Cruze. 70 mins. Rel. May 12. Rev. May 23 

Masquerader, The. Based on John Hunter Booth’s adaptation of Katherine 
Ceci] Thurston's novel. Cousins of identical appearance change places, 


Romance of wealthy 
Anna 
Sept 


Noel Coward’s operetta. 
her music teacher. 
93 mins. Rel. 


Dir. 


with {intriguing political and romantic results. Ronald Colman, Elissi 
Landi. Dir. Richard Wallace. 75 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 5. 
Samarang. Love amid the pear! Sivere in : Mataysta. Native cast. Dir. Ward 


Wing. 60 mins. Rel. June 23. Rev. July 4. 


Yes, Mr. Brown. (British made.) Farce comedy with musie, 
Jack Buchanan, Margot Grahame and Elsie Randolph. 


laid in Vienna 
Dir. Jack Bu- 


chanan. 69 mins. Rel. May. 
Studio: Universal City, } 4 Offices: 730 Fifth Ave. 
Calif. Universal New York, N, Vv 


Dir. Ed Marin. Rel. Dec. 25. 
Paul Lukas, Elissa Landi, Nils 


Edmund Lowe Production. 
Sophisticated comedy-drama. 


Bombay Mail. 
By Candlelight. 


Asther, Esther Ralston. Dir. James Whale. Rel. Dee. 4. 

Counsellor at Law. Sage. John Earrymore, Bebe Daniels. Dir. Wm 
Wyler. Rel. Nov. 27. 

Don’t Bet on Love. + pe TO Lew Ayres, Ginger Rogers. Dir. Mur- 
ray Roth. 62 mins. Rel. July 13. Rev. Aug. 1. 


Rel. July 20. 
Rel. Aug. 3. 


Ken Maynard. Dir. Ken Maynard. 
Wm, Wyler. 


Western. 
Summerville-Pitts. Dir. 


Fiddlin’ Buckaroo. 
Her First Mate. Comedy. 
tev. Sept. 5. 
an Man. Mystery-drama. Claude Rains, Gloria Stuart, Henry Travers, 

Una O’Connor. Dir. James Whale. Rel. Nov. 13. 

King for a Night. Comedy-drama. Chester Morris, 
Twelvetrees. Dir. Kurt Neumann. 

King of the Arena. Ken Maynard in a circus story. 


Alice White, Helen 


Lucille Brown, Robt. 


Kortman. 6 reels. Rel. June 18. 

King of Jazz, The. Reissue, with Paul Whiteman, John Boles. Dir. John 
Murray Anderson. 9 reels. Rel. June 1 

Kiss Before the Mirror, The. Powerful drama of human emotions. Nancy 
Carroll, Pau! Lukas, Frank Morgan, Gloria Stuart. Dir. Jas. Whale 
67 mins Rel May 4. Rev. May 10 

Leve, Honor and Oh, Baby. Comedy. Slim Summerville Gas su Pitts, Lucille 
Gleason, Veree Teasdale, Donald Meek Dir. Eddie zzell, 63 mins. 


Rel. Oct. 16. Rev. Oct. ol 


Musical. Mary Brian, Leo Carrillo. 


Moonlight and Pretzels. Roger Pryor, 


Dir. Brice-Freund. Rel. July 27. Rev. Aug. 29 

Myrt and Marge. Musical. Myrtle Vail, Donna Domeril, Eddie Foy, Jr., Ted 
Healy, Grace Hayes, J. Farrell MacDonald. Dir. Al Boasberg. Rel. 
Dec. Re 

Only Yesterday. Dramatic love story. John Boles, Margaret Sullavan, Reg- 
inald Denny, Billie Burke. Dir. John Stahl. 105 mins, Rel. Nov. 6. 
Rev. Nov. 14. 

Rebel, The. (German made.) Napoleonic story in the Austrian Tyrol. Vilma 
Banky, Luis Trenker, Victor Varconi. Dir. Luis Trenker, Edwin Knopf 
Rel. June 1, Rev. Aug. 1. 

Riders of Justice. Western. Ken Maynard. Rel. Dec. 18. 

Saturday's Millions Football story. Robt. Young, Leila Hyams, Johnny Mack 
Brown. Dir. Edw. Sedgwick. 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 9. Rev. Oct. 17. 
Secret ot the Blue Room. Mystery drama. Lionel Atwill, Paul Lukas, Giorla 

Stuart. Dir. Kurt Neumann. 61 mins. Rel. July 20. Rev. Sept. 19. 
S.0.S. iceberg. An Arctic expedition is stranded in Greenland. Rod LaRocque, 
Gilbert Gowland, Leni Reifenstahl Dir. Tay Garnett. 117 mins. (road- 
show). Rev. Sept. 26. 
Strawberry Roan. Western. Ken Maynard. Dir. Alan James. Rel. Oct. 23. 


Studios Burbank. Offices: 321 W. 44th St , 


Warner Brothers 


Calif New York. N. ¥ 
Baby Face. The story of a hard-bolied girl who reached the top. Barbara 
Stanwyck, Geo. Brent. Dir. Alfred E. Green. 71 mins. Rel. July 1. 
Rev. June 27. 
Captured! Behind the scenes in a German prison. Leslie Howard, Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., Paul Lukas, Margaret Lindsay. Dir. Roy del Ruth. 
72 mins. Rel Aug. 19. Rev. Aug. 22. 


College Coach. A football story with a new twist. Dick Powell, Ann Dvorak, 


Pat O'Brien and Lyle Talbot. Dir. Wiliam A. Wellman, 77 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 4. Rev. Nov. 14 

Disraeli. Political drama of E ngiand. George Arliss, Joan Bennett. Dir. Al- 
fred Green. 88 mins. Re-rel. Dec. 16. 

Ever in My Heart. War theme story, but without conflict angle. German- 


Barbara Stanwyck, Otto 
70 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. 


American husband and an American wife. 
Kruger, Ralph Bellamy. Dir. Archie Mayo. 
Rev. Oct. 17. 

Finger Man. A petty gangster finally breaks away from his gang. James 
Cagney, Mae Clark and Leslie Fenton. Dir. Roy Del Ruth. Rel. Dec. 9. 


Footlight Parade. Gala musical with backstage locale. James Cagney, Joan 
3londell, Ruby Keeler, Dick Powell. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 129 mins. 
Dances by Busby Berkeley. Rel. Oct. 2. Rev. Oct. 10. 


From Headquarters. A crime drama with a murder committed right in head- 
quarters. George Brent, Margaret Lindsay and Eugene Pallette. Dir. 

William Dieterle. 63 mins. Rel. Dec. 2. 

Golddiggers of 1933. New version of Avery Hopwood’s stageplay done as a 

super-musical Warren Williams, Joan Blondell, Dir. Mervyn LeRoy. 

94 mins) Rel. May 27. Rev. June 13. 

Havana Widows. Comedy of two burlesque queens on the make In Havana. 

Joan Blondell, Glenda Farrell. Dir. Ray Enright. 62 mins. Rel. Nov. 18. 

House On 56th Street. Drama of a gambling lady. Kay Francis, Ricardo 
Cortez, Gene Raymond, Margaret Lindsay and Frank McHugh. Dir. 

Robert Florey. 68 mins. Rel, Dec. 23. 

Kennel Murder Case. A drama depicting the unusual solution of an unusual 
murder. William Powell, Mary Astor, Helen Vinson, Ralph Morgan and 

ey Pallette. Dir. Michael Curtiz. 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 28. Rev. 
ct. ° 

Lady Killer. Story of racketeer who becomes a movie star. 

Mae Clark. 


Life of Jimmy Dolan, The. 


James Cagney, 


From a recent novel. Prizefighter finds regener- 


ation. Doug Fairbanks, Jr., Loretta Young, Aline McMahon, Guy Kibbe. 
89 mins. Rel. June 3. Rev. June 20. 

Mary Stevens, M.D. Story of a woman doctor. Kay Francis, Lyle Tal- 
7s. oes Farrell. Dir. Lloyd Bacon. 71 mins. Rel. July 22. Rev. 

ug. 8. 

Mayor of Hell, The. From Iselin Auster’s drama. Reform school background. 
Jas, Cagney, Madge Evans, Frankie Darrow. Dir. Archie Mayo. 90 
mins. Rel. June 24. Rev. July 4. 


From the story by W. Somerset Maugham. South Sea 
locale. Doug Fairbanks, Jr., Fatricia Ellis, Ralph Bellamy, Pane Dig- 
ges. Dir. Alfred E. Green. 67 mins. !el. July 8 Rev. July 1 
Private Detective 62. From a fiction story. William Powell, Margaret Lind- 
say. 67 mins. Rel. June 17. tev. July 11. 

Silk Express, The. Mystery drama of silk shipments. 

Jenkins, Dudley Digges. 61 mins. Rel. June 10. 

Son of a Sailor. Comedy of a frivolous sailor. Joe E. Brown. 

Bacon. Rel. Dec. 23. 

The Man from Monterey. Western drama. John Wayne, Ruth Hall Dir. 

Mack V. Wright. 57 mins. Rel. July 22. Rev. Aug. 22. 

Voltaire. Life of France’s celebrated wit and philosopher. 
Doris Kenyon, Margaret Lindsay. Dir. John Adolfi. 
Aug. & Rev. Aug. 22. 

Working Man, The. Original. 
Bette Davis. Dir. John Adolfi. 


World Wide °°** 


(Releasing Through Fox) 
Lone Avenger, The. Original. Ken Maynard western. 
Alan James. 61 mins. Rel. “lay 14. Rev. July 4. 
in Scarlet, A. Sherlock Holmes story. Reginald Owen, June Clyde, 
Anna May Wong. Dir. Edw. L. Marin. 73 mins. Rel. May 14. Rev. 
June 6. 


Narrow Corner, The. 


Niel Hamilton, Allen 


Rev. June 27. 
Dir. Lioyd 


George Arliss, 
72 mins. Rel. 


Romance in the shoe business. Geo. Arliss, 
77 mins. Rel. May 6 Rev. April 25. 


1501 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


Murie) Gordon. Dir. 
Study 


Miscellaneous Releases 


Big Chance, The. (Eagle.) Prizefighter-socialite story. John Darrow, Merna 
Kennedy. Dir. Al. Herman. 63 mins. Rev. Sept. 5 
Big Drive, The. Authentic war pictures from records of eight governments. 


91 mins. Rel. Jan. 19. Rev. Dec. 27 
Cougar. (Sidney Snow.) Jay Brute captures mountain lions with bare hands. 
0 mins. Rev. May 30. 


British made. Romantic story of a falthfu) 


Rev. Aug. 22 


Falthful Heart, The. (Helber.) 


love. British cast. 65 mins, 

Gigolettes of Paris. (Equitable.) Gold digger story in_Parisian locale. Madge 
Bellamy, Natalie Moorhead. Dir. Alphonse Martel. 59 mins. Rev. 
Oct. 17. 


(Superb.) Compilation of war scenes. 90 mins. Rev. July 18. 


(Mayfair.) Society girl marries her chauffeur then weds 
Monte Blue, Barbara Kent. 


Hell’s Holiday. 
Her Forgotten Past. 
a lawyer believing her first husband dead. 
Dir. Wesley Ford. 65 mins. Rev. Nov. 7. 

Her Splendid Folly (Progressive). Studio girl impersonates a star in Holly- 
wood. Lillian Bond, Beryl Mercer, Theo. von Eltz. Dir. Raiph Black. 
60 mins. Rev. Nov. 14. 

His Private Secretary. Girl converts her father-in-law to approva) of his 
son’s marriage. Evalyn Knapp, John Wayne, Dir. Phil H. White- 
man. 68 mins. Rel. June 10. Rev. Aug. 8. 

Important Witness, The. (Tower.) Story with a gangster touch, but mostly 
done in a long distance bus. Noel Francis, Donald Dillaway. Dir. Sam 
Newfeld. 63 mins. Rev. Sept. 26. 

Laughing at Life. (Mascoi.} Story of a gun-running adventurer. Victor Mc- 
Laglen, Conchita Montenegro, Ruth Hall. Dir. Ford Beebe. 71 mins. 
Rev. July 1 

Mr. Broadway. (Broadway-Hollywood.) A day in the life of a B’way col- 
lumnist with Ed. Sullivan taking the camera around. Big cast names 
in for a moment to oblige the columnist. Dir. Johnnie Walker. 59 mins. 
Rel. Sept. Rev. Sept. 19 

Neighbors Wives. (Syndicate.) Domestic murder problem. Dorothy Mac- 
kaill, Tom Moore. Dir. Francis Natteford. 56 mins. Rev. Oct. 17. 

Night and Day (Gaumont-British). Farce comedy of a thief chase in a wax 
museum. Jack Hurlburt, Cicely Courtneidge. 76 mins. Rev. May 30. 


Police Call. «Showmen.) Ring story with an adventure angle. Nick Stuart, 
Merna Kennedy. Dir. Phil Whiteman. 63 mins. Rel. Aug. Rev. Aug. 29. 
Sleepless Nights (Remington). British made story on farcical lines. Polly 


Walker, Stanley Lupino. Dir. Thos. Bentley. 63 mins. Rel July 21. 
Rev. July 25. 

Taming of the Jungle. (Invincible.) Animal training methods. 

What Price Decency. (Equitable.) From a stage play. Jungle background 
for story of a girl tricked by a mock marriage. Dorothy Burgess, Alan 


Hale. Dir, Arthur Gregor. 60 mins. Rev. Mar. 7. 


Rev. June 6. 


Foreign Language Films 


€Note: Because of the slow movement of foreign films, this list covers one 
year of releases.) 
(Most of these available with English titles.) 
Berlin-Alexanderplatz (Ger) (Capital). Strong crime drama. H elnrich 
George, Maria Bard. Dir. Phil Jutzi. 90 mins, Rel. May 1. Rev. May 16. 
Bettelstudent, Der. (General.) (Ger.) Operetta. Dir. Viktor Janson. 80 
mins. Rel, Oct. 15. 
Cinq Gentieman Maudit (Protex) (French). Mystery drama Rene Lefevre, 
Harry Baur. Dir. Julien Duvivier. 78 mins. Rel. Jan. Rev. Jan. 24. 





Das Nathtigall Made! (Capital) (Ger). Love In Hawall. Dir. Leo Lasky. 


80 mins. Rel. Jan. 16 Rev. Jan. 31, 





Studio Placements 7 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Jack O'Donnell, scripting ‘Little 
Miss Marker,’ Schulberg-Par. 

Eugene Pallette, ‘Hell's 
WB. 

Alan Edwards, 
Law, Fox. 

Warren Burke, scripting orig for 
Summerville-Pitts, U. 

Ella Lee Ruby, ‘Great Ziegfeld,’ U. 

Jack Mulhall, Ed Hearn, ‘What's 
Your Racket?’ Mayfair. 

Marion Dix, dialog ‘So You Won't 
Sing, Eh?’ Radio, 

Louis Sarecky, 
Radio. 

Reginald Owen, House of Roths- 
child,’ 20th Cent. 

Raymond Hatton, ‘The Comeback,’ 
Metro. 

Barbara Weeks, Jason Robards, 
‘Taxi Dancer,’ Goldsmith. 

Franklin Pangborn, Mary Knor- 
man, Edgar Norton, Cornelius 
Keefe, Eddie Baker, Malcolm Waite, 
I.eo White, Bud Jamieson, ‘Up and 
Down,’ Ryan-Par. 

Regis Toomey, 
Racket,’ Mayfair. 

Margaret Hawkins, scripting with 
Larry Weingarten’s unit, Metro. 

Lyle Talbot and Ann Dvorak, 
leads, ‘Heat Lightning,’ WB. 

Magdalene Mascal, handling fash- 
ions, Warners. 

Zelda Sears and Eve Green, script- 
ing ‘Old Hannabel,’ Metro. 

George Lewis, ‘Blondes and Red- 
Heads,’ Radio. 

Arthur Richman, scripting ‘Imi- 
tations of Life,’ U. 





Bells, 


‘Woman and the 


scripting orig, 


‘What's Your 


Lona Andre, Lucille Gleason, 
Skeets Gallagher, and William 
Cowen directing, ‘Taxi Dancer,’ 
Goldsmith. 


Joel McCrea, Ernest Schoedsack 
directing, ‘Three Stand _ Alone,’ 
Radio. 

Edward Kaufman, scripting orig 
for Wheeler-Woolsey, Radio. 


Lester Cole, scripting ‘Giant 
Swing,’ Fox. 
Dell Henderson, ‘Search for 


Beauty,’ Par. 

James Gleason, ‘Manhattan Love 
Song,’ Fox. 

Paul Porcasi, ‘Coming Out Party,’ 
Fox. 

Merna Kennedy, ‘Two Clucks,’ U. 

John Sheehan, Harry Edwards 
short, Educ. 

Jane Darwell, Montague Shaw, 
Jack Mark, Joseph North, ‘Cross 
Country Cruise,’ U. 

Hugh Enfield, Charles Sellon, Ar- 
thur Stone, Frederick Bruton, ‘Two 
lucks,’ U. 

Ted Robinson, Frank Halliday, 
Bert Starkey, Tiny Jones, Sherry 
Hall and Milton Kibbee, ‘Night Bus,’ 
Col. 

Warren Hymer, Laura Treadwell, 
‘Eddie Phillips, Franklin Parker, 
Joey Ray, Lenita Lane, ‘Taxi 
Dancer,’ Ken Goldsmith. 

Skins Miller (Miller and Mack), 
‘Fox Follies,’ Fox. 

Barbara Barondess, George Gran- 
dee, J. Farrell MacDonald, William 
Franklin, ‘She Was His Gal,’ Pre- 
mier. 

Eugene Pallette, 
Warners. 

James Morton, ‘Two Clucks,’ Unie 
versal. 

Rian James, 
Wife’. WB. 

Catherine Toberman, ‘Coming Out 
Party’. Fox. 

Bob Steele, Big Boy Williams, 
Purnell Pratt, Crauford Kent, 
Lucille Brown, J. Carroll Naish, 
Jack Mullhall, Pat Harmon, Lew 
Harvey, ‘Mystery Squadron,’ Mascot 
serial, 

Betty Blythe, 
Fox. 

Clifford 
Party,’ Fox. 

Alan Edwards, 
Law,’ Fox. 

Frederick Burton, Emmett Vogan, 
Gertrude Short, ‘Chicken Rancho,’ 
as 

Cc. Aubrey ‘Gambling 
Lady.’ WB. 

Evalyn Knapp, ‘Air Devils,’ Col. 

William Hurlburt, scripting an 


‘Hell's Bells,’ 


scripting ‘Hungry 


‘Heir to Hoorah,’ 
Jones, ‘Coming Out 


‘Woman and the 


Smith, 


orig, U. ; 
Merna Kennedy, ‘Wonder Bar, 
WB. 
Virginia Brown Faire, John 
Wayne, Yakima Canutt, Lloyd 


Whitlock, George Hayes and Lafe 
McKee, ‘West of the Divide,’ Mono. 

J. Walter Rubin directs ‘Success 
Story’ for Radio. 

Humphrey Pearson scripting 1 
Loved an Actress,’ Radio. 

Leon Gordon, scripting 
Red Man,’ MG. 

William Bakewell, 
Col. 

Roscoe Karns, ‘Good Dame,’ Par 

Patricia Hines, Harold Minjur, 
‘Coming Out Party,’ Fox. 

Vance Randolph, ‘Comin’ 
the Mountain,’ MG. 

Kay Van Riper and Edgar Allen 
Woolf, additional dialog, ‘It Hap- 
pened One Day,’ Metro. 

Roscoe Karns, ‘Night Bus,’ Col. 

Marjorie Rambeau, ‘A Mode 
Hero,” WB. 


‘Jungle 


‘Air Devils,’ 


Round 
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Das Schoene Abenteuer (German) (Protex). Romantic comedy. h 
von Nagy. Dir. Reinhold Schunzel. 83 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. "es. ot 


Der Brave Suender (Ger) (European). Fast comedy. Max Pallenberg. Dir 
Fritz Kortner. 90 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 4. 


Der Hauptmann von Kopenick (Kinematrade) (Ger). Comedy. Max Adalbert. 
Dir. Richard Oswald. 96 mins. Rel. Jan. 15. Rev. ian. 24, 

Der Schwartze Hussar (Protex) (Ger.). Costume romance. Conrad Veidt. 
Dir. Gerhard Lamprecht. 90 mins. Rel. Dec. 1. Rev. Jan. 3 

Dos Noches (Hoffberg) (Spanish) Musical. Conchita Montenegro. Dir. Car- 
los Borcosque. 65 mins. Rel. May 1. 

Donna d’Una Notte (Portale) (Italian). Court adventure. Francesca Bertini 
Mir. Marce) L‘Herbier. 85 mins. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 14, eriod 

Drei Tage Mittelarrest (German) (Capital). Fast German farce with all-star 
east. Dir. Carl Boese. 80 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 23. 

Drunter und Drueber ‘Ger.) (Germania). Musical comedy. Dir. Max Nev- 
feld. 85 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Dec. 20. . “ 

Eline Liebesnacht (German) (Capital). Farce. Harry Liedke. Dir. J Ma 
82 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 23. ' aa r 

Eline Nacht in Paradies (Kinematrade) (Ger). Musical comedy. Anny Ondra 
90 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 28. 

Eine Tuer Geht Auf. (Protex) (Ger.). Mystery thriller. Dir. Alfred Zeisler. 
68 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. Feb. 7. 

False Uniforms (Russ.) (Amkino). Dir. Lopashinski. 63 mins. Rel. Nov 
18. Rev Nov. 29 

Frau Lehman’s Tochter (Ger) (General). Melodrama. Hansi Niese. Dir. 
Kar] Heinz Wolff. 82 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 

Frau Von Der Man Spricht (German) (General). Mady Christians. Melo- 
drama. Dir. Viktor Jansen. 75 mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. May 2. 

Friederike (Kinematrade) (Ger). Dramatic operetta based on Goethe's life. 
Mady Christians. 90 mins. Rel. March 15. Rev. Feb. 28. 

Gefahren Der Liebe (German) (Madison). Sex drama. Tony Van Eyck. 
Dir. Eugen Thiele. 65 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 2. 

Grosse Attraction, Die (Bavaria) (Ger.). Drama is show biz. Richard 
Tauber. Dir. Max Reichmann. 70 mins. Rel. Aug. 1. 

Heliseher, Der (Ger) (General). Farce. Max Adalbert. Dir. Eugen Thiele. 
Rel. Sept. 1. 

Hertha’s Erwachen (Frotex) (Ger.). Delicate jife problem. Dir. Gerhard 
Lamprecht. 95 mins. Rel. March 10. Rev. March 14. 

Heute Nacht Eventuell (Ger.) (Genera)). Musical comedy. Dir. E. W. Emo. 
80 mins. Rel. July 1. , 

riolzapfel Weiss Alles (German) (Capital). Comedy. Felix Bressart. Dir 
Viktor Janson. 85 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Horizon (Russ) tAmkino). Jewish search for home. Dir. Lev Kuleshov. 62 
mins. Rel. May 10. Rev. May 16. 

Hyppolit a Laka) (International) (Hungarian). Fast farce. Dir. Szekely Ist- 
van 77 mins. Rel. Jan. Rev. Jan. 17. 

ich Glaub Nie Mehr an Eine Frau (Bavaria) (Ger.). Tough life of a sailor, 
to music. Richard Tauber. Dir. H. Reichmann. 80 mins. Rel. Oct. 1. 
Rev. Oct. 24. 

ich Will Nicht Wissen Wer Du Bist (Interworld) (Ger). Musical, Dir. Geza 
von Bolvary. Haid, Froehlich. 70 mins. Rel. Feb. 15. Rev. Feb. 21. 

‘tsland of Doom (Russ) (Amkino). Two men and a woman on a desert isle. 
Dir. Timonshenko. 90 mins. Rel. July 15. Rev. Juiy i8. 

Ivan. (Garrison) (Russ.). Transformation of peasants. Dir. Dovzhenko. 83 
mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. March 7. 

July 14 (Protex) (French). Sentiment to music. Annabella. Dir. Rene Clair. 
75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 24. 

Korvettenkapitaen (Ger.) (General). Military farce. 75 mins. Rel. Apri) 1. 

Laubenkcionie (Ger.) (General). Farce. Dir. Max Obal. 80 mins. Rel 
May 15. Rev. June 6 

Lockende Ziel, Das (Ger.) (Bavaria). Musical. Richard Tauber. Wir. Max 
Reichmann. 85 mins. Rel. June 15. Rev. June 20. 

Liebling von Wien, Der (Ger.) (European). Stolz musical. Willy Forst. Dir. 
Geza von Bolvary. 75 mins. Rel. une] Rev. June 13, 

Ljubav i Strast. (Yugoslav) (Croat). Drama of Jife among N. Y. imigrants. 
Rake) Davidovie. Dir. Frank Melford. 60 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. 

Lustigen Musikanten, Die. (General) (Ger.) Musica) farce. Camilla Spira. 
Dir. Max Obaji. 80 mins. Rel. May 30. 

M (Ger) (Foremco). Powerful dramatic study. Peter Lorre. Dir. Fritz Lang. 
95 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April 4 and April 18. 

Marius (Paramount) (French). Marseilles. satire. Dir. Alexander Korda 
103 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. April 25. 

Mano a Mano (Sp) (Inter-Americas). Western with music. Carmen Guer- 
rero. Dir. Arcady Boytler. 60 mins. Rel. Feb. 23. 

Men and Jobs (Russian) (Amkino). An American engineer looks at Russia 
Dir. A. Macheret. 70 mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 

Milady (General) (French). Sequei to Three Musketeers. Dir. Henri Dia- 
mant-Berger. 126 mins. Rel. Sept. 1. Rev. Sept. 12. 

Moj Wujaszek z Ameryki (Polish) (Capital). Musical comedy. 120 mins. 
Rel. Oct. 15. 

Mond Uber Morokko (Protex) (Ger). See Cing Gentlemen Maudit. 

Morgenrot (German) (Protex). Submarine warfare’s cruelty. Dir. Gustav 
Uoicky. 80 mins. Rel. May 15. Rev. May 23. 


Moritz Macht Sein Glueck. (German) (Capital). Farce. Siegfried Arno 8a | 


mins. Rel. Dee. 15. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Namensheirat. (German.) (Foreign American.) Drama. Dir. Heinz Paul. 90 
mins. Rel. Jan. 1. Rev. Jan. 17. 

Noc Listopadowa (Polish) (Capital). Historical romance. Dir. J. Warnecki. 
95 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 2. 

On Demande Compagnon (Fr.) (Auten). Musical romance. Annabella. Dir. 
Joe May. 83 mins. Rel. June 1. Rev. June 6 

Paris-Beguin (Protex) (Fr). Musical. Jane Marnac. Dir. Augusta Genina. 
90 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 17 

Patriots, The (Russ) (Amkino). Dir. B. Barnett. 80 mins. Rel. Sept. 15. 

Potemkin (Russ) (Kinematrade). Sound version of Eisenstein’s classic. 70 
mins. Rel. April 4. 

Return of Nathan Becker ‘(Worldkino) (Russian) (Yiddish). Comedy. Dir. 
Shpiss and Milman. 72 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. Apri) 25. 

Sang d'un Poete (Fr) (Ricci). Jean Cocteau's idea of modern films. 60 mins. 
Rel. Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 7. 

Scampolo (Kinematrade) (Ger.) Cinderella romance. Dolly Haas. Dir. Hans 
Steinhoff. 93 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. Apri 11. 
Schicksal der Renate Langen (Ger) (General). Domestic drama. Mady Chris- 
tians, Franz Lederer. Dir. Felix Guenther. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 
Schutzenkoenig, Der (Ger.) (Bavaria.) Max Adalbert, Gret] Theimer. Dir. 
Franz Seitz. 90 mins. Rel. April 15. Rev. May 9. 

Shame (‘(Amkino) (Russ).Problems of new Russia. Vladimir Gardin. Dir 
Sergei Yutkevitch. 75 mins. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 14. 

Sohn Der Weissen Berge (Capital) (Ger.). Alpine drama. Luis Trenker, Re- 
nate Mueller. Dir. Mario Bonnard. 75 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. 

Song of Life (Ger.) (dubbed English) (Embassy). Art and photography pre- 
dominant. Dir. Granowsky. 70 mins. Rel. Apri) 1. 

Soviets on Parade. (Russ.) (Kinematrade). Historic record of current Rus- 
Sia. 55 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. March 7 

Theodor Koerner (Ger) (General) Historical drama. Dorothea Wiecke 
Dir. Kar) Boese. 80 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 16. 

Traum von Schonbrunn (Ger.) (General). Musical. Martha Eggerth. Dir. 
Johannes Meyer. 85 mins. Rel. May 15. Rev. June 6. 
Trois Mousquetaires, Les (General) (French). Duma’s classic with songs. 
Dir. Henri Diamont-Berger. 128 mins. Rel. May 1. Rev. May 9. 
Ulani, Ulani, Chlopcy Malowanl (Polish) (Zbyszko). Musical comedy. 100 
mins. Rel, Jan. 1. 

Ulica (Capital) (Polish). Life of the newsboys. Dir. Alexander Ford. Time. 
3 mins. Rel. Aug. 25. Rev. Jan. 31. 

Una Vida Por Otra (Sp) (Inter-Americas). Murder drama. Nancy Torres. 
Dir. John Auer. 75 mins. Rel. Feb. 17. 

Victoria und thr Hussar (Kinematrade) (Ger). Viennese operetta. Michae) 
Bohnen. Dir. Richard Oswald. 90 mins. Rel. April 1. Rev. April] 11. 

Walzerparadies. (Ger.) (Capital). Musical comedy. Charlotte Susa, Dir 
Friedrick Zelnick. Rel. March 1. Rev. March 7. 

Wandering Jew (Jewish American) (Yiddish). Terror of Hitler regime. Ben 
Ami. Dir. George Rolland. 70 mins. Rel. Oct. 15. Rev. Oct. 24 

Wenn Die Liebe Mode Macht (Ufa) (Ger). Comedy with music. Renate 
Mueller. Dir. Frank Wenzler. 80 mins. Rel. Nov. 1. 

Whither Germany? (Kinematrade) (German). Difficulties of life. Hertha 
Thiele. Dir. S. T. Dudov. 71 mins. Rel. Apri] 15. Rev. Apri} 25. 


Yidishe Tochter (Yiddish) (Quality). Old-fashioned Yiddish drama. Yiddish 


Art and Vilna Troupes. 75 mins tev. May 23. 

Yiskor (Yiddish) (Gloria). Revamp ot silent. Maurice Schwartz. Dir Sidney 
Goldin and George Rolland. 80 mins. Rel. May 15 tev. June 6. 
Yorck (German) (Protex). Historical drama. Werner Krauss, Rudolf Forster 

Dir. Gustav Ucicky. 90 mins. Rel Nov. 1. Rev. Nov. 27 
Zaptenstreich Am Rhein. (Whitney) (Ger.). Musica! farce. Charlotte Susa 
Siegfried Arno. Dir. Jaap Speyer. 90 mins. Rel. Feb. 1. Rev. eb. 
Zirkus Lebel. (German.) (Foreign American.) Circus drama Liane Haid 


Dir. Heinz Paul. 70 mins. Rel. Dec. 15. Rev. Jan. 3. 


FILM REVIEWS 


(Continued from page 20) 
the patriotic sentiment of the pic- 


and show it, enhanced by 
appearances, 
‘Aunt’ promises to be great suc- | and spots. 
cess locally, and should be the same, 
within limits, wherever Hungarians 


BEFORE MORNING 


Stage and Screen Production and Green 
Stars Leo Carrillo. 
by Arthur Hoerl. 
Supervised by Louis Weiss. 
Walter Strege, 
sound; Jos. Silverstein, editor. 
N. ¥., Nov. 18, for two days on double bill. 
Running time, 56 minutes. 

Dr. Gruelle....... eccccccecs bes 
Elsie Manning 


Frank Zucker, 


eceoces+- Mra Baxter 
..Taylor Holmes 
Horace Barker.......++. ».-- Blaine Cordner 
Mrs. Nichols....ccccccccess Louise Prussing 
James Nichols.... eoeese- ktussell Hicks 
Neil Kennedy........+.+- Louis Jean Heydt 
cocccoceccceces Constance Bretrand 
eee cece 





Taken from a stage 
taken by mistake. 
movement to urge translation to the 
screen, but the producer was evi- 
dently influenced by the novel twist 
It’s ingenious and un- 
expected but not sufficient to pay 
back for nearly 50 minutes of dialog 
cut around a two-room apartment. 
Double bill material. 

The action all 
rooms of what may technically be 
described as the heroine. 
the time only three of the players 
are used, the mistress of a man just 
dead, his wife and a man represent- 
ing himself as the owner of the san- 
atorium to which the dead man had 
He first tells the 
mistress that the man, who died in 
her apartment, was poisoned by a 
He demands her 
legacy from the dead man as the 
price of his silence. 
guilt but agrees to forfeit the money. 
The widow is then called to the 
After boresome con- 
versational fencing, it develops that 
the supposed blackmlailer is a police 
inspector who had adopted the ruse 
to arrive at the fact that the wife 
was the real poisoner. 

Nicely plotted 
The expected dramatic mo- 
ments are talked to death, and good 
acting and intelligent direction fail 
to offset the defect. 
does the policeman with suavity and 
finish, supplying more than half of 
the dialog. Purely as an exhibition 
of character work his performance 
is excellent, 
stagnant situations. 
and Louise Prussing play with re- 


Not sufficient 


been removed. 


capsule he took. 


easily have been 


Sound is very good but the pho- 
tography is flat and dull. 


KNOCK 


(FRENCH MADE) 
Paris, Nov. 9. 
Featuring Louis Jou- 
From the play by Jules Romains. 
Directed by Louis Jouvet and Rogert Gou- 

At the Champs Elysees. 





Armor production. 


‘Knock,’ by Jules Romains, is one 
of the funniest 
French since Moliere. 
Louis Jouvet, who played the lead 
in the legit version and still does 
every year when it is revived, fol- 
lows exactly the continuity of the 
play, keeping dialog and scenes in- 
This has been 
with big success for French plays, 
notably Marcel Pagnol’s hits, ‘Ma- 
rius,’ ‘Fanny’ and ‘Topaze.’ 

‘Knock,’ which is surefire in any 
language, hasn’t yet been produced 
in America, either legit or as a film, 
because the author 
moment granted exclusive English 
translation rights to Stuart Walker, 
who has been slepping on them ever 


plays written 
In this film 


done before 


Story is based on the theory of 
Knock, a doctor, that every healthy 
person is a patient if you handle 
He buys a practice in 
the backwoods, and by the end of 
the play his hick town is a thriving 
metropolis, with his sanatorium as 
the center of business. 

The film is slow, but is kept alive 
by Jules Romains’ gorgeous wise- 
cracks and Jouvet’s business as he 
shows the yokels how sick they are. 
Jouvet is probably the finest come- 
dian working here today, and pic- 
ture is worth seeing, not as a film, 
but as an example of his work and 
also of a great play that 








Bob Steele’s Thriller 


' Mascot’s ‘The Mystery Squadron.’ 
David Howard and Bert Clar 


‘DIAMOND JIM’ FOR 


Jim,’ in which Charl 
|stars George Bancroft. 
Paramount release 





| Variety House Reviews 





State-Lake, Chi 
(Continued from page 13) 
meyer. Acts are given drapes, 
| settees, flower stands, ete. All acts 
are lighted with tower lights, floods 


Material: House plays no circus 
lacts, such as tumblers or straight 
acrobats. This is the personal de- 
cision of Aaron Jones, Sr., who be- 
lieves the public doesn't get full en- 
joyment from strict circus material 
in a vaude house. Jones believes 
that variety is comedy, song and a 
dance. House permits no smut in 
words or business and will play no 
‘pink’ or ‘adults only’ pictures. Re- 
ward for that is the biggest family 
following known in the loop in 
years. 

Current line-up is a perfect ex- 
ample of what the State-Lake pol- 
icy and show consist. No head- 
liners in the accepted sense of the 
past few years. House goes back to 
the days of standard vaude. Head- 
lining are Willie, West and Mc- 
Ginty. 

Opening is Jack Randall and his 
adagio company. Fast and color- 
ful for this audience. Second, Joe 
May and Dotty, mixed team in 
comedy crossfire and some singing. 
Then Willie, West and McGinty for 
a big click on their building rough- 
house and an act that is the es- 
sence of variety. Acts like this 
give a change of pace and tempo to 
variety that is the life of vaude. 
Closing the vaude half is Frank 
DeVoe, with the old showmanship 
still going strong. More tunes such 
as the ‘mama and papa’ numbers 
send DeVoe kiting to the top. 

Al Kvale arrives to chatter with 
DeVoe while the band sneaks up 
on the stage. Presentation opens 
with the line of girls for a flash 
sock. But the State-Lake doesn't 
make the mistake that other pres- 
entation houses made. The girls 
are on strictly for flash and noth- 
ing else, at most three minutes 
They are on just long enough for 
to give ‘em the idea, then scram. 
House thinks long chorus numbers 
grow tiresome quickly and ruin the 
pace of the show. 

Three Little Maids, personal ap- 
pearance trio from WLS, on for 
three warbling numbers of down- 
on-the-farm style. Followed by 
Mel Klee, who hasn't forgotten any- 
thing, but who is staying a trifle 
too long. Klee got across. well. 
Show closed with Arline and Nor- 
man Selby in their cornet and 
dancing numbers, with the line 
back for another short flash, En- 
tire show runs 85 minutes. 

Picture, ‘Ladies Must Love,’ (U). 

Loop. 








ORPHEUM, N. Y. 


Finding a five-act bill these days 
that has two new acts, is something 
of an event. Nowadays weeks pass 
without bringing two new acts in 
the metropolitan district. New- 
comers here are Harry Burns, stan- 
dard vaud comic in a new sketch, 
and Buddy Wagner and his Com- 
modore hotel orchestra, unit that 
has gained some attention on the 
air. 

Rest of the show was _ nicely 
blended for such a neighborhood 
crowd as that in the Yorkville dis- 
trict. It had good comedy values, 
ample variety and lacked only one 
prime specialty show element. 
Dancing was absent. But if some- 
thing must be missing, better that 
it should be the hoofing than the 
laughs. 

Opened well enough with the 
Cachelots, three men doing quiet 
hand balancing and hand-to-hand 
equilibristic feats. Strip to full 
tights and are fine specimens for 
which reason they make a fine ef- 
fect in group posings as incidental 
to the gymnastic work. 

Helen Dawson, single singer, was 
a bit out of order in No. 2. Spot 
called for a waker-upper of comedy 
to get the evening going, instead of 
a polite warbler with a piano. How- 
ever, the girl did well under the 
circumstances, making the most out 
of a number involving impersona- 
tions of Hollywood personages, best 
being a first-rate impression of Mae 
West. Personable girl, wearing the 
last gasp in a dark frock and win- 
ning friends with her easy manner. 
She was the first of three turns to 
use the Mae Westian line, ‘You | 
must come up to see me some time.’ 
Two that didn’t use it were the 
acrobats and the orchestra turn. for 
obvious reasons. The gag seems to 





UNITED ARTISTS, L. A. 


Los Angeles, Nov. 15. 

There’s few real personalities re- 
maining who mean anything on the 
stage of a picture house. Among 
those remaining, Sophie Tucker, the 
last of the red hot shouters, stands 
near the top. It's been years since 
Miss Tucker played L. A. Her re- 
ception at the United Artists was 
somewhat of a home coming. 

La Tucker aided by Ted Shapiro 
handed five numbers to the cus- 
tomers, all of which they ate up. 
In her sure-fire delivery, she gave 
the locals a load of showmanship, 
with her catch lines, always a 
Tucker feature, she handed them 
many a laugh. Numbers used are 
‘New Deal for the Red Hot 
Mamma,’ ‘Stay At Home Pappa,’ 
‘Louisville Lady,’ ‘Since the New 
Beer Came Around’ and her theme 
song ‘Some of These Days.’ She 
could have remained on the stage 
for hours, but aided by George Ban- 
croft, at the theatre for a one show 
personal, she gagged her way off. 

Three acts were shoved in to 
bolster up the stage end of the 
show after the rehearsal. Sid Grau- 
man figured that Miss Tucker 
shou!d be enough for any audience 
at $3,000 plus a percentage weekly 
for the two weeks. Later he chilled 
and added the turns as a buildup. 

Dorothy and Harry Dixon, com- 
edy dancers, open with three good 
burlesque routines. Stone and Lee 
follow. Comedy chatter team have 
played practically everything in 
town, and looked out of place on 
this bill. In the trey spot is Whitey 
Roberts who did pretty bad'y until 
he started his rope dance which 
closed him strong. 

‘Blood Money’ (20th), feature. 
Universal News clips, Edgar Ken- 
nedy radio comedy and an overture 
by the house orchestra conducted 
by Max Fisher, filled the bill. House 
capacity downstairs for the 9:50 
p.m. show opening day (Wednes- 
day). Call. 


WARFIELD, FRISCO~ 


San Francisco, Nov. 12. 

If selling shows like this’n every 
week, the Warfield won't have to 
worry about the rest of the town. 
Golden Gate, Fox, Orpheum, United 
Artists and St. Francis can cut their 
prices to the marrow, but there’s 
nothing like a slam-bang show to 
pull the biz. 

Best proof of this is that current 
offering, the standout of the town, 
although Warfield’s tariff is 25c 
over all competition other than 
F-WC’'s own Paramount and Em- 
bassy, Which still are 55c top, while 
the Warf is 65. Take wont be as 
big as F-WC had hoped for on Max 
Baer-Dempsey-Carnera, et al., in 
‘Prizefighter and the Lady (Metro), 
but still it will be about $5,000 over 
anything else in the burg, and okay. 

Baer was grabbed off for a little 
dough to do personals over the 
week end and, though nervous first 
show, was in high gear by Sunday 
night. And what’s more, he drew 
customers. In answer to quescions 
from Walt Roesner, Baer blabbed 
into a mike and occasionally broke 
into a pansy bit. 

Balance of the stage show ran 
over the house’s budget, but jus- 
tified it. Pickens Sisters, Senator 
Murphy, Dick and Edith Barstow 
and Sammy Krevoff, along with 
Walt Roesner and band and house 
line of 18 girls provided much in 
high entertainment value. 

Opened with an unusual arrange- 
ment of Mandalay,’ by Roesner and 
band. Krevoff contributed two 
hoofing numbers, a fast tap, and a 
flock of Soviet spins. 

Stepping out of the line, Lorraine 
Lloyd chanted ‘Jealousy’ with 
chorus as dancing background and 
put over the tune surprisingly well, 
looking plenty cute and displaying 
a punch in her work. 

Dick and Edith Barstow were 
solid clicks with their toe-tap work, 
the staircase dance tapping an audi- 
ence bell. 

Pickens Sisters, familiarized by 
their NBC ’casts, were decisive 
standouts with their novel arrange- 
ments of pop tunes; the numbers 
were little oldish but well done by 
the trio. 

Senator Murphy followed with his 
chatter on political situations, draw- 
ing laughs with his timely comment 
on Roosevelt and NRA. Bock, 





Foster in ‘Lightning’ ~ 








be in the public domain, 

Ray Shannon and Co., abandon- 
ing Shannon's last sketch try, have 
gone back to the ‘Prope’ frolic, but 
; this time with new people, Morris | 


Lioyd and Helen Ardley. Shannon | 
has a collection of excellent low 
comedy twists in dialog and busi- | 
|} ness. Boy does a bit of stepping, | 
howling more conscientious train- | 
ing than natural stepping knack 
Girl has plenty of time to make a| 
ostume hange but wears the 
ime unexciting dress throughout. | 
Wagner band closed the show. 
leature was ‘The Bowery’ (20th | 
Cen) and they were hanging on the 
rafters and eight deep inside the 
tapes at &.30 this Friday evening. 
Rush, 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Preston Foster goes into ‘Heat 


| Lightning’ fir Warners in the part 


turned down by George Brent, who 
is currently on the studio's bad boy 
list. 

Company treked to Victorville 
yesterday (Sun.) on location. 


F on Deace Short 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Radio is talking to Sally Rand 
about a two-reeler of her fan dance. 
‘layer is tied up with Par for 
two features, and may make the 
Radio short if the former studio 
dvesn’'t object. 
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MacNamee Doubts That He Could 
Get a Job if Starting Today 


Round the Horn—1933 





By Cecelia Ager 


If Graham MacNamee applied for 
a job as a radio announcer today, 
he says he wouldn’t have a chance. 
He wouldn't have a chance because 
he’s nct a college man. Radio an- 
nouncing has grown up since Mac- 
Namee pioneered the field. Its re- 
quirements have stiffened apace 
with the constant striving for im- 
provement that marks every angle 
of radio endeavor. It’s harder to 
get in at this stage and it’s hard- 
er, too, to develop at this stage. 

Today, says MacNamee, a radio 
announcer should have at least a 
smattering of three to four lan- 
guages. Certainly he should deliver 
correct pronounciation of French 
German and Italian. Encountering 
a foreign word, a phrase, a musical 
term in his script, he’s got to be 





Record for long distance re- 
hearsal and playback of a 
program went to the Admiral 
Byrd expedition’s portion of 
the Grapenuts show which 
made its debut on CBS Satur- 
day night (14). South Pole 
explorers did their rehearsing 
aboard ship from the lower 
end of the South American 
coast Nov. 7, with the talk and 
songs recerded in New York 
on aluminum and then re- 
broadcast back to the officers 
and crew aboard the 8S. S. 
Rupert. 

Rehearsal, which was picked 
up by RCA's shortwave trans- 
mitter at Rocky Point, L. L, 
came through clearly and the 





able to take it in his stride. The}| expedition reported similarly 
way he pronounces it must not run clear reception of the disk 
afoul the knowledge and the cul- playback. 





ture of the class audience radio is 
rallying to its sound boxes in 
steadily increasing numbers. 

Today's radio announcer is a 
more polished fellow than he used 
to be. He’s more sure of himself 
and his matcrial. Though his per- 
sonal initiative is reduced by the 
production department’s taking 
over the collecting of the facts and 
the writing of his scripts—and for 
this reason limits his opportunities 
for development—it’s practically 
impossible for him to go wrong on 
the authenticity of his patter. He 
doesn't suffer the fear of making 
mistakes that used to haunt the 
earlier announcers. Of course, he’s 
feader a strain—all announcers are 
when they’re on the air, for an- 
nouncing is a nervous business— 
but it isn’t the tremendous strain 
of extemporizing material. 


Nerve Strain 


People don’t realize, MacNamee 
believes, what a tough job even a 
routine radio announcer has. What 
if today he does read a script in- 
stead of making up his own words— 
he’s still dogged by cues, by tim- 
ing, by the thousand and one de- 
tails that make up clockwork co- 
ordination. Eight hours a day, 
every minute on his toes. He knows 
all he has to do is miss one cue 
to ball up the whole works. Jump- 
ing from one type of program to 
another, from comedy to classics, 
trying to adapt himself and his 
style to each—that makes for ten- 
sion, that plays havoc with the 
nerves, says MacNamee. Maybe 
radio announcing listens like a soft 
job—it's anything but that in prac- 
tice, he assures you. MacNamee 
considers himself mighty lucky that 
he no longer does routine station 
announcing, but only special broad- 
casts now. 

Special broadcast announcer, 
however, has his own special prob- 
lems. Foremost of his duties is to 
*keep the air hot.’ Only a slight 
pause is permissible, otherwise the 
listeners wonder if the station’s 





Please Listen Wires 
Sent Agencies for 


Unique NBC Series 


Campaign of telegrams accom- 
panied the broadcasting by NBC 
last week of a series of afternoon 
programs directed at advertising 
agency attention. Both the pur- 
pose of the airings and the wire 
barrage idea were innovations of 
their kind in the industry. 

First telegram, dispatched three 
days before the initial program 
(13), explained in detail what the 
web was doing. This wire stated 
that the programs slated were what 
NBC believed to be ‘interesting and 
audience commanding vehicles’ for 
the agencies’ clients and that after 
each broadcast the netv-ork would 
be glad to supply quotations. Next 
telegram called attention to the fol- 
lowing day’s show on the series and 
on the day of each broadcast the 
agencies received another wire call- 
ing attention to the time and sta- 
tion and asking for comment. All 
programs were released over the 
same WEAF (red) link and at the 
same time each day. Wires went 
to agencies in New York, Chicago, 
Detroit and the west coast. 

Half hour devoted to the sales 
idea Monday afternoon was split 
between a ‘Mutt and Jeff’ serial in- 
stallment and the ‘Poet Prince’ 
(Anthony Frome) stanza. Tuesday 
the agencies were invited to listen 
to an original musical comedy, ‘The 
Pirate Prince,’ with Harold Levy 
the batonist. Ed Wolfe got the 
Thursday inning with a song and 
comedy .session titled, “The Uni- 
versity of X,’ while the Friday air- 
ing brought a Phil Cook variety 
show. 








Fredericks-Mitchell to 


gone dead, if their radio’s blown Take Over Chi GF&C 
up. He must keep up a steady 
stream of chatter, snatch at ex- Catcage, Hov. 30. 


Newly formed agency of Fred- 
ericks & Mitchell has taken over 
the entire advertising setup and ac- 
counts of Green, Fulton & Cunning- 
ham. Carl Fredericks had for some 
time been associated with GF&C, 
while Harry T. Mitchell comes from 
Detroit. 

Both Green and Cunningham had 
been out of the agency for years, 
and the remaining James Fulton of 
the title firm is not with the new 
combine. 

Nash is among the top of the ac- 
counts being handled by F&M. 


traneous stuff to fill up the gaps 
when nothing’s happening, always 
striving for as much flow as pos- 
sible. The  poorly-equipped-for- 
special-broadcasting announcer, the 
fellow who can see things only in 
the mass, repeats himself in such 
a spot, and that’s bad. Good spe- 
cial announcer gets the color, the 
side lights, the human interest de- 
tails in the events he’s broadcast- 
ing. His romantic and imaginative 
turn of mind supplies him with in- 
cidental high lights so that he 
doesn’t have to repeat himself and 
s0 bore his audience. 

Each announcer has his own 
style, of course, but it’s a good 
style, in MacNamee'’s opinion, only 
if it’s his natural style. ‘Announce 
= . 
just as you talk,’ says MacNamee. 
Rolling the words majestically off 
the tongue does not endear an an- 
nouncer to his listeners nor soothe 
their nerves. 





Pepsodent Auditions 
Chicago, Nov. 20. 
Pepsodent ready to begin audi- 
tioning all over again after having 
heard practically every available 
idea for its proposed Junice show. 
Will go NBC, if and when, and 
likely to be a musical program. 


Another Coast Network 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Following on the heels of the 
formation of the so-called Southern 
California network is the announce-/} funct WRK, for a construction per- 
ment of another chain with KMTR,} mit for a new station here, has been 
Hollywood; KGER, Long Beach,! pooh-poohed by the examiner for 





SLADE NIXED BY FRC 
Hamilton, O., Nov. 20. 
Application of William Slade, for- 
mer assistant manager of the de- 








and KREG, Santa Ana, combining; the Federal Radio Comish. 

in the creation of the California Slade’s request was tied in for the 

Broadcasting System. | facilities of WHBD of Mt. Orah, | 
KMTR will be the key station of! Ohio, for which fF. P. Moler has! 


the comba starting today (Mon.). ‘asked a renewal of license, 


oo 


OUTSHOUT DOC BRINKLEY 


Herb Company Wants to Build in 
Mexico. 








Mexico City, Nov. 20. 


Application for a concession to 
operate a powerful station at La 
Paz, capital of Lower California, 
has been made to the federal gov- 
ernment by the Harvester Herb Co. 
of Hollywood, Calif. 

Company says proposed ether 
station would be.a fine thing for 
attracting attention to Mexico and 
declares that unit would be more 
powerful than station operated by 
Doe Brinkley at Villa Acuna on the 
border. 


WGN, WBZ, WHAM 
GET FRC OKAY 


Washington, Nov. 20. 
Another step in the new policy of 
increasing the number of high- 
powered stations in the U. S. was 
taken by the Federal Radio Com- 
mission Friday (17) when three 
25,000-watt stations were upped to 
50,000 watts. 
The decisions came as a result of 
hearing held last month. The sta- 
tions affected are WGN, Chicago; 
WBZ, Boston, and WHAM, Roch- 
ester. 
New angle in policy is injected in 
ground for decision in the WGN 
case. FRC admits that some in- 
crease in interference is likely to 
result from the power raise, but 
notes that ‘modern receiver is gen- 
erally more selective than some 
used in the past.’ 
Three more 25,000-watters have 
put in bids for maximum power 
and hearings have been set for 
Wednesday (22). Stations are 
WHAS, Louisville, Ky.; KNX, Los 
Angeles, and WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 











Philadelphia, Nov. 20. 

Three broadcasting stations got 
the turn-down from the Federal 
Radio commission on requests to 
hop signal strength. WFI, WIP 
and WLIT had all asked for jump of 
power from 500 watts to 1,000. 

First two refused for fear of ob- 
jectionable interference; last named 
refused because examiner could see 
no need for increased power. 


WCCO Biz Up 


Minneapolis, Nov. 20. 

WCCO, local Columbia chain sta- 
tion, reports October and November 
business far ahead of a year ago, 
The station is sold out completely 
on time from 6 to 10:30 p.m. Mon- 
day, Wednesday and Friday nights. 

Station originated what it calls a 
‘woman's calendar,’ with a series of 
morning programs especially de- 
signed to interest the fair sex, and 
now it can’t clear a 15 minutes’ 
strip until 11 a.m, on more than two 
mornings a week. 











Drury Lane Quits KNX 
And Newkirk Succeeds 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

After seven years as program di- 
rector at KNX, Drury Lane has 
resigned to resume radio singing as 
staff artist at the station. Suc- 
ceeded by Van C. Newkirk, who 
goes in as production manager as 
well as program maestro. 

Newkirk has been at KMTR as 
program director for three months 
after filling the traffic manager's 
berth at KHJ since the station’s 
inception. 

Fdith Todesca is elevated at 
KNX to assistant program director, 
being the only woman in an exec 
position on an independent station 
in the west. She formerly was an 
exec on NBC's red chain in New 
| Eneland. 








| Oats for Beauty 


Chicago, Nov. 20. 
Quaker Oats company going into 
jthe beauty bath business with La- 
lveena, At the same time will hit 
ether by way of radio discs for one 
of the biggest platter account¢. 
Planning on 78 masters with the 
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Few Femme Radio Favs 





orites. Of course there are women 
participants in such shows as Rudy 
Vallee’s Varieties, Maxwell House 
Show Boat (Annette Hanshaw) 
Muriel Wilson, Chevrolet (Mary 


East 








Rudy Vallee. 

Fred Waring. 

Burns & Allen-Lombardo 
orch. 

Amos 'n’ Andy. 

Maxwell Show Boat. . 

Ben Bernie. 

Jimmy Durante-Ruth 
ting. 

Paul Whiteman. 

Jack Benny. 

Fred Allen. 

Jack Pearl. 

Wayne King. 


Et- 














Liviingstone), Paul Whiteman’s 
Revue (Ramona, Peggy Healy) and 
Fred Allen’s Salad Bowl (Portland 
Hoffa) but primarily the national 
leaders appear to be an all-stag 
lineup. 

Ladies are better represented in 
the 12 runners-up, those programs 
which, after much pondering, are 
estimated to fall just outside the 
chosen dozen. In this number comes 
Ruth Etting, Myrt and Marge, Julia 
Sanderson, Jessica Dragonette and 
Jane Ace. 

It is also notable that all the 
leading programs save Maxwell are 
identified by the headliner rather 
than the product name. 

Holdover Favs 

Practically all of the first 12 as 
well as second 12 are holdovers from 
last season. Time has scrambled 


Midwest 








Rudy Vallee. 

Amos ’n’ Andy. 

Maxwell Show Boat. 

Jack Pearl 

Ben Bernie. 

Phil Baker 

Paul Whiteman. 

Jimmy Durante-Ruth 
ting. 

Wayne King. 

Burns & Allen-Guy Lom- 
bardo. 

Jack Benny. 

Myrt & Marge. 


Et- 











their respective ratings somewhat. 
Thus Jack Pearl is eight niches 
lower than when he ended last 
spring at the apex of his vogue. 
Myrt and Marge are out of the first 
box this fall, possibly due to a long 
summer off the air. 

Easy Aces now broadcast after- 
noons for Jad Salts instead of even- 
ings as heretofore for Lavoris. That 
accounts for an outward drop in 
popularity although this can be in- 
terpreted otherwise. Evening pro- 
grams naturally tend to get more 
publicity and a different though not 
necessarily a larger audience. A 
number of programs with very large 
audiences such as ‘Skippy,’ ‘Clara, 
Lu & Em’ ‘Little Orphan Annie’ 
are not in the running at all, it will 
be noted. It can be argued that 
these daytime shows are leaders 
but because of a specialized appeal 
don’t get their full measure of 
credit. 

Actually the greatest radio per- 
sonality of this year has been Presi- 
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt and no- 


(Continued from page 1) 


audiences on the three or four radio 
sessions from the White House since 
last March. Coincidental with the 
passing of the more urgent phases 
of the national emergency of eight 
months ago it appears that public 
interest in the news commentators 
has diminished. At least Lowell 
Thomas, Edwin C. Hill, Boake Car. 
ter, H. V. Kaltenborn and their con- 
temporaries have failed to continue 
the upward swing in popular follow- 
ing although it would be unfair to 
deny them the very great audiences 
they still command. 
Father Coughlin 

Father Coughlin, the Detroit 
priest, shows a remarkable tendency 
to bob up among the leaders. He, of 
course, {s more than a news com- 
mentator. 

It is again noticeable how few 
radio personalities are being devel- 
oped. Instead a comparatively few 
programs dominated by headliners 
continue to set the pace and lead 


South 








Rudy Vallee. 

Amos 'n’ Andy. 

Burns & Allen-Lombardo 
orch. 

Will Rogers. 

Jack Pearl. 

Jimmy Durante-Ruth 
ting. 

Boake Carter. 

Phil Baker. 

Paul Whiteman Revue. 

Ben Bernie. 

Fred Allen. 

Fred Waring. 


Et- 











the radio parade. Olsen and John- 
son and Joe Penner appear to be 
gaining ground rapidly. Yet in the 
main and with all due allowances 
for ups and downs in individual 
vogues, the leaders of the fall 
stanza are the same individuals 
that were in charge of the fort last 
spring. 

Such personages as George M. 
Cohan would be leaders if con- 
tinuously broadcasting it is fair to 
assume, 

Rudy Vallee and Amos 'n’ Andy 
in holding their advantage remain 
the outstanding marathoners de- 
veloped by and in radio. Otherwise 
practically all the leaders are im- 
ports to radio from other branches 
of show business. 

Of purely local favorites there 
remains a multiplicity. Iowa is very 
partial to Cecil and Sally and the 





Pacific Coast 





Rudy Vallee. 

Amos ’'n’ Andy. 

Jack Pearl 

Frank Watanabe 
Archie (local). 

‘One Man's Family.’ 

Myrt & Marge. 

Burns & Allen-Guy Lom- 
bardo. 

Joe Penner. 

Ben Bernie. 

Blue Monday Jamboree (lo- 
cal). 

Will Rogers. 


& Hon. 











Pacific Coast has Frank Watanabe 
and Hon. Archie and ‘One Man's 
Family. A town in Dixie reports 
its mayor as the favorite broad- 


caster of the community. WLS 





body could match the size of his 


Barn Dance around Chicago and 
the prairie precincts rides high. 





Tony Wons, Sam Pickard 
Incorporate in Albany 


Albany, N. Y., Nov. 20. 
Tony Wons appears to be headed 


for something besides his poetry 


and ‘Are yu listenin’?’ According to 
articles of incorporation filed in the 
secretary of state’s office, Wons is 
going to operate radio stations. 
Associated with him are Sam Pick- 
ard and O. C. Doering, Jr. Pickard 
is a former member of the Federal] 
Radio Commission. 

The company is the Wonpick Cor- 
poration, of Manhattan. The cap- 
ital stock is given as 200 shares of 
no par value, 

In New York Pickard explained 
that he and Wons plan to use the 
corporate title to retail a certai: 
product over the air starting afte) 





/Hal Kemp band featured. Lord and 
| Thomas agency handling. 

Expect to be on shortly after the 
‘first of the year. 


Jan. 1. Station operation angle, he 
| said, was just one of those thing: 
| included in the purpose clause o! 
the incorporation papers, 


KDKA Man Electrocuted 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 20. 
William L. Harmon, 30, engineer 
in charge of KDKA transmitter at 
Saxonburg, Pa., was electrocuted 
last week when 3,000 volts passed 
through his body. He was doing 
experimental work at the _ time. 
First aid crews worked for hours 
to revive him but without success. 
Harmon was the second radio 
engineer to be killed in a Pittsburgh 





radio plant within a year. Al Ma- 
chesney was killed in the WJAS 
transmitter plant several months 


ago. 
BERNIE’S RADIO AIDES 
Kansas City, Nov. 29. 
Following local radio acts worked 





with Ben Bernie at the Mainstreet 
this week: 

Four Gossips, from KMBC; Joan 
Olson, from WHB, and the Four 
Meltons, Negro quartet, from 
KMBC, 
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Home and Kiddie Mags 
Publicize Air Shows for Children 





Efforts made by advertisers back- 
ing kid programs to induce the edi- 
tors of parent end child magazines 


to set up departments of program, 


rating have to date proved futile. 
Mags approached have declined to 
become entangled with radio either 
because of the expense involved in 
maintaining such a department or 
because of the  opinicn there 
wouldn’t be enough reader interest 
to warrant the innovation 

Publication that the advertisers 
and their agencies have been par- 
ticularly trying to sell on the pro- 
gram approval idea is the Parents 
Magazine. Attitude taken here is 
that the work entailed in reviewing 
juve programs and _ overseering 
scripts submitted in advance would 
require the engaging of a special 
staff and devising of an elaborate 
editorial system. 

Parents Magazine has a picture 
approval department for kids but 
carries no reviewers on ifs payroll 
Film comment carried is from bul- 
letins sent out by such organiza- 
tions as the National Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, the Association of 
Catholic Alumni, the D.A.R. and the 
National Film Estimate Service. 





Encyclopedia on Air; 
Will Give Autographs 


Chicago, Nov. 20. 

Encyclopedia Britannica goes on 
WMAQ for 15 minutes weekly 
through the Charles Daniel Frey 
agency. It’s a 13-week platter series 
labelled ‘Lives of the Great,’ each 
disc dramatizing the high spots 
of the careers of such well-known- 
ers as Robert E. Lee, Disraeli, Ben 
Franklin, Louis XV. 

Saucers were cut on the coast 
with Jerry Cady of KFI doing the 
writing and producing. Show will 
be tied in with an essay contest. 
Prizes will be autographed manu- 
scripts running from a high valua- 
tion of $100 for a Franklin manu- 
script to as little as $10 for the 
lesser lights. Also a 15-volume set 
of history. 


City-Owned Station 
Nets Dallas $28,590 








Dallas, Noy. 20. 
Station WRR, world’s’. oldest 
municipal station, earned $28,590 


during the year ending Sept. 30, an 
audit just submitted to city officials 
shows. Net assets now exceed lia- 
bilities by $51,496 and a cash bal- 
ance of $9,093 was shown WRR 
is managed by John Thorwald. 


Radio City Visitors Get 
Nestle’s Candy, Eno Salts 


Couple: of NBC clients took ad- 
vantage of the celebration gather- 





ings at the Radio City studios last | 


week to pass out samples of their | 
product. It was the first time that 
the giveaway thing was given play 
in a New York network studio. 


Audience Wednesday night was the | 
recipient of a jar of Eno Salts and | 
yvitees 
Nestle’s | 


(17) the in 


bar of 


two nights later 
were each handed a 
chocolate. 


Philip Morris cigaret had o 
selected Wednesday night as a give- 
away occasion but delivery p!ans 
went awry and the stunt was 4d: 
ferred until some later broadcast. 





Cutex-Harris Tied 


Hollywood, Nov. 20 
Cutex has taken up its option o 
the Phil Harris band for another 13 
weeks. Pickup was made ahead of 
the date in the document 


Harris is currently 


© Inn, Chicago. 


| dicted today. 


Of Celebs as Prizes: 


who may 


senblatt’s 











Will Not 





Selling the Sellers 





Los Angeles, Nov. 20. 

Florist using spot announce- 
ments on KHJ sends out let- 
ters to the station’s announcers 
in order that they'll put a real 
selling argument into their 
spiels, 

He argues that listeners only 
buy a product after being con- 





vinced the announcer is sin- 
eere, 
Also keeps the announcers 


supplied with flowers, 


Nockles, Labor 
Rep, Approves 
Radio Code 


Washington, Nov. 20. 
Radio industry NRA code should 
reach Hugh S. Johnson 
within the next week, Deputy Ad- 
ministrator Sol A. Rosenblatt pre- 











General 


Pact 


President 


apparently will be sent to 

Roosevelt at Warm 
Ga., and should become 
the law of the industry within the 
next 10 days. 

Last-minute objection from the 
Labor Advisory Board relative to 
provision for apprentices was met 
this week by revision cutting from 
10 to 5% the number of employees 
be lumped under this 


Springs, 


heading 

Approv al of Edward Nockles, Ro- 
labor advisor, has been 
received, much to the surprise of a 
large element in the industry which 
had feared the operator of WCFL, 
Chicago, would fight to the end 
against the idea of a 90-day inves- 
tigation of working conditions of 
these employees. 

Formal reports from various NRA 
advisors are still awaited, but Ro- 
senblatt understands all necessary 
O.K.’s will be forthcoming the first 
of the week so the compact may 
be turned over to the administrator 
within a few days. 


WDAF WOULDN'T TAKE 
BERNIE MALT SHOW 


Kansas City, Nov. 20. 
A peculiar situation in broadcast- 
ing arose here this week over the 
regular Ben Bernie program for 
Blue Ribbon Beer, over the NBC 
chain, Ordinarily it would have 
been handled from the studio of the 
local member of the NBC red net- 
work, but as WDAF, the Kansas 
City Star, has all liquor advertis- 
it could not manage it. 
the program was 





} 
ing Dé 


Consequently 


nned 





nina private room at the Hotel 


Muehl ich tiped to Chicago where 
it was put on the network, and 
hk l listeners got the program, giv- 


from some distant station. 


WBBM Corrects Sponsor’s 


Ideas on Entertainment 
Chicago, Nov. 20. | 
the 


vanging 


\MCU has barred Kentuck)s 
onsil-tw bunch 
United Remedies seri 
s after six p. m. week day 
day Sunday. Mountain wild- 
been replaced in most 
Hayes 


quartet. 


+ 
t 


orcnestra 


B were Spo ted by Harry 
f drug c l- 


b Oo! t} ‘ 





THEATRE DATES 
HELP QUALITY 


Many Communities Have 
Local Favorites Who 
Command Big Money at 
Box Office—Stations with 
Aggressive Artists’ Bu- 
reaus on Increase—Some 
Acts Rotate from Town 
to Town for Booking 
Gravy After Air Build-Up 


ERASE STIGMA 


Regional radio talent is improv- 
ing. Admittedly mediocre in the 
past and an obstacle to stations 
strengthening themselves locally 
the quality of talent on the aver- 


age is somewhat better today and 
may ultimately be of fair profes- 
sional calibre. 

Two main trends appear to be 
working toward this improvement 
in the provincial radio talent: 

(1) Profitable theatre engage- 
ments resulting from popularity 
built up locally by radio acts. And 
with that organized booking 
agencies maintained by the regional 
stations to aggressively seek such 
theatrical engagements. 

(2) Tendency, as yet not general, 
of professional radio talent to ro- 
tate from community to community, 
appear on the local stations long 
enough to mean something for 
theatres in the district, and then 
milk the stage bookings before mov- 
ing on. 

Such stations as WGY, Schenec- 
tady; WCCO, Minneapolis; WFAA, 
Dallas; WBT, Charlotte; WLW, 
Cincinnati; WCKY, Covington; 
WSM, Nashville; WLS, Chicago; 
WOWO, Fort Wayne, and many 
others either operate alert artists’ 
bureaus or develop material sources 
of revenue for their talent. 

Money- Makers 

These station-controlled booking 
agencies have the advantage of 
being able to publicize the theatre 
engagements over the air, thus fo- 
cussing radio popularity on a given 
theatre and a given date. What 
this means in drawing big audi- 
ences, especially when theatre and 
talent share percentage, is well 
known. 

Artists’ bureaus have been im- 
portant money-makers for certain 
stations for some time. WwLw, 
Cincinnati, and WLS, Chicago, are 
outstanding in this respect. Both 
stations are constantly looking for 
new talent. WLW makes frequent 
trips to New York for that purpose. 

To the ional station the ad- 
vantage of a supply of dependable 
talent of acceptable quality is ob- 
vious. It breaks down the local 
advertisers’ aversion to sponsoring 
the soprano from the First Pres- 
byterian choir or: semi-amateur 
crooners from the local campus. 


reg 


An increasing number of repu- 
fable vaudevillians are being con- 
stantly reported on regional sta- 
lions. Usually these vaudevillians 
with their background and working 
knowledge of gags, blackouts, skits, 
musical novelties and stunts can 
make themselves popular with the 
public and useful to the station 
management in very short order. 
And crashing the regional] stations 
is fairly simple compared to the 
rdeal and red tape of trying to 
erash Ne York and Chicago broad- 
asting Rewards are smaller, but 

is less 
MARX BROS. VASELINE 
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Liberals Rap KDKA for Refusal 
To Broadcast Anti-War Speech 





Overseas Worries 


London, Noy, 11. 

of Mrs. Giles 
Borrett from announcer’s 
post with the British Broad- 
casting Corporation was due 
to several complaints from 
wireless fans. 

Complaint was made due to 
lady being wife of retired Naval 
Commander, who is also a mo- 


Dismissal 


tor-car salesman, with sug- 
gestion made if female an- 
nouncer was deemed nec- 
essary she should have been 


selected from the thousands of 
war widows available. 


NEW SCHUETTE 
SALARY OFF 
66 2/3%, 


New contract that the 
Association of Broadcasters has of- 
fered Oswald F. Schuette calls for 
a third of his previous salary. As 


chief publicist for the NAB in the 
latter’s contract fight with the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Composers, he pre- 
viously collected a monthly stipend 
plus expenses, 

Schuette has spread out his prop- 
aganda connections in the copyright 
field to take in hotels, restaurants, 
cafes and dancehalls. His idea is 
to consolidate these various ele- 
ments into a solid front against 
ASCAP. Schuette will continue to 
operate out of W astington. 


CAMEL GLEE CLUBS 
TO W00 COLLEGIANS 


rarettes in 











National 


Camel cig its air cam- 


paign plans to direct much of the 
ballyhoo toward the collegiate con- 
sumer. In line with this idea the 
series which will start on 
CBS some time before Dee. 12 will 
include glee clubs from various uni- 


versities in the east. Practically 
set for successive dates on the show 
are Harvard and Yale choral ag- 


Glee outfit will supple- 
sa Loma band and the 


gregations. 
ment the Ca 


Do Re Mi femme harmony trio. 
There is a possibility of one of 
the two weekly programs originat- 
ing from the Colonnade, lHEssex 
House niterie, where the Casa 
Loma unit is entrenched for the 
fall and winter. Operators of the 


spot would designate the occasion 


as Camel Night and concentrate its 
quest of trade for the event upon 
the collegiate sources in and around 


New York. 


40c TO SEE RADIO CITY 


But Admission to Programs by In- 
vitation Only 
Admission to the NBC broad . 
will continue on an invitation and 
gratis basis, but from no yu 
around the network’s HK ‘ 
layout will cost the visite $04 
The 40¢e tap do i the 
tourist to sit n m 
As has hitherto 
| distribution of ticket fo e com- 
H T f ‘ ‘ ly 
‘ d 
To | 
1er] ‘ t t I s 
I I ¢ ti s ) nad 
t I Kkep i, and 
{ j t ] 
I h k NBC b a 
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Pittsburgh, Nov. 20. 

World’s pioneer broadcasting sta- 
tion, KDKA, became hotbed of 
heated controversy here last week 
when it refused Rev. Herbert 
Beecher Hudnut, Pittsburgh pastor 
and war veteran, permission to 
broadcast an anti-war speech. John 
Gihon, program manager, said he 
would not put KDKA into ‘the po- 
sition of becoming a battleground 
for the fight of pacifism against 
warfare.’ 

At KDKA’s refusal, Rev. Hud.iut 
appealed to WCAE, Hearst-con- 
trolled station here, and went over 
air from rival studio. Speech, en- 
titled ‘What Did World War Do to 
Religion?’, was an incidental fea- 
ture of conference being held here 
for Peace and Social Action. Or- 
ganization immediately passed a 
resolution calling upon Gihon to ex- 
plain his refusal. 

Freedom of Speech 

Hudnut threatened to make an 
issue of the ban, insisting ‘there 
should be as much freedom on the 
radio as in the press.’ Other fac- 
tions were drawn into the battle, 
with E. Kingham Eberhart, of the 
University of Pittsburgh faculty, 
also criticizing the station. ‘KDK4c¢¢ 
I suppose,’ he said for publication, 
‘does not think that international 
relations and world peace are of 
general interest.’ 

Gihon until some months 
wrote radio scenarios for NBC 
Chicago. 


CBS PONDERS 
STOCK ISSUE 


aco 
in 





Question of putting out a CBS 
stock issue for public investment is 
still under discussion among the 
network’s bankers. When the prop- 
osition was originally submitted to 
the web's stockholders the sugges- 
tion was made that the latter each 
contribute 25% of their holdings to 
the pool which would form the basis 
of the public issue. 

Current holders of CBS stock are 
William Paley, his father and his 
uncle, the two Levys of WCAU, 
Philly—I. D. and Loan; Jerome Lou- 
cheim, Philly financier, and Lehman 
Bros. In the event of an issue’s be- 
ing placed on the open market, it is 
expected that the deal will be han- 
dled through the private banking 
firms of either Browns Bros. or 
Field, Glore & Co, 


Totten Supes Spielers 
In Chi NBC Switches 


Chicago, Nov. 20. 
Announced change of Hal Totten 
from the NBC press department to 
place 


the production division took 

last week with Totten’s new posi- 
tion naming him supervisor of an 
| nouncers. 

Other switches sends Roscoe Bar- 
|reitt, formerly assistant to Judith 
Waller, to the local sales force. 
iJ. H. Whalley, NBC office manage) 
|and auditor, gets two helpers, Ros- 

e LBarrett as assistant and R. § 
Peterson as assistant auditor. 


Kevess s Coast ‘Trip 


San Francisco, Noy. 20 
G VW | r Oo} it r ma 
g I NI In m ye i? 
id I western d n io 
o KS. 
He is the first network exee to 
out here and has the expre 
purp of finding out all about 
} network. 
is es two week } l b 
sp in givins the on over toa 
‘ job in the division and to in- 
) ig the entire Pacific setup. 
From here } ‘ to head for 
4, 
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Maadio City Inaugural Programs 





E THEATRE PRESENTS— 
ik, Drama Songs 

With Frank Gilmore, Laurenc 

Langner, Alla Nazimova, Peggy 
Wood, June Walker, Inez Court- 
ney, Stanley Smith 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WEAF, New York 

One of the more impressive feat- 
ures about the mass of programs 
specially contrived by NBC to help 
celebrate the unveiling of the web's 
Radio City studios was the ballyhoo 
put on for five successive nights in 
behalf of the legit theatre. Through 
the week practically every show on 
Broadway has its inning before an 
NBC mike. If the principals in 
these draamtic and musical produc- 
tions didn’t do a bit they were per- 
mitted the alternative of delivering 
themselves of a minute or two of 
chit-chat. In addition to principals 
and supporting companies there 
were reps from Equity, critics, col- 
umnists, commentators on the the- 
atre and whonot. About the only 
factor connected with legit not rep- 
resented on these after midnight 
broadcasts was Cain’s warehouse. 

Virtually everybody allotted a 
speaking stint harped on the same 
note. The legit theatre this season 
had staged a grand comeback. 
Broadway was flourishing with hits 
and smashes. Stage names were 
forsaking their Hollywood entice- 
ments and returning to their first 
loves. Legit has rehabilitated itself 
in magnificent measure along the 
Broadway front, and it was now up 
to the hinterland to react likewise 
and welcome the touring companies 
of these Broadway hits when they 
got out that way. 

It was NBC yielding its facilities 
for a legit exploitation campaign 
worth on the basis of card rates 
@way up in the coin and without 
precedent, while the network in re- 
turn had its channels graced with 
the most imposing array of stage 
Names known to the medium, and 
a ithout a jit of recompense. 

First of the legit theatre series, 
Monday night (13) had Frank Gill- 
more, Equity head, opening the 
eeremonies with a few lines of 
greeting. Lawrence Langner also 
spoke on this session and took for 
his topic the discovery by Broadway 
of the summer theatre. Langner 
pointed out what effect these sum- 


{mer tryouts had on the current 
Broadway season and cited ‘Pursuit 


of Happiness,’ ‘School for Hus- 
bands’ and ‘Champagne Sec’ as emi- 
grees from the woodland theatres. 
Included among the dramatic or 
Bong bit contributors on this occa- 
sion were Alla Nazimova, Helen 
Ford, Peggy Wood, Osgood Perkins, 
Flora La Breton, June Walker, Mi- 
ehael Bartlett, Tom Patricola, Ona 
Munson, Inez Courtney, Frances 
Upton and Stanley Smith, the last 
five from the ‘Hold Your Horses’ 
production. Odec, 


ANNOUNCERS FROLIC 

With John Holbrook, Kelvin Keech, 
Joseph Bach, Arthur Wallington, 
Henry Cross, Harry Hicks, Pat 


elly 
80 mins. 
Sustaining 
WEAF, New York 
Holbrook, Bach, Wallington, 


Cross, Keech and Hicks of the NBC 
announcing staff participated in an 
afternoon Announcers’ Frolic which 
Pat Kelly, chief of the announcers, 
introduced as part of the NBC- 
Radio City inaugural festivities. 
Each brand of radio entertainment 
has had its fling and the announc- 
ers were not to be outdone, stated 
Mr. Kelly. 

He took occasion to plug four of 
the five who got the diction awards 
as being from the NBC ranks, Wal- 
lington copping it in '33. He also 
sought to show how the word spiel- 
ers have their fun when mike-less, 
with an announcers’ quartet essay- 
ing ‘Bells of St. Mary’s’ in nice 
voice; others doing low comedy, etc. 
It was altogether a most palatable 
afternoon half hour and establishes 
the wordsters as worthy of their 
eroix-de-NBC. Abel. 


HAWAII-KGU SALUTE 
With Gov. Lawrence Judd, Homer 
Tyson, Eddie Bush Trio 

Sustaining 

15 Mins 

WJZ, New York 

qm keeping with the procedure 
during Radio City inaugural week 
of having international tributes to 
NBC this program was picked up 
from Honolulu. KGU in that city 
of pineapples and grass skirts is 
NBC’s most westerly outlet, having 
been part of the network since 1931. 

Governor of Hawaii spoke at 
length, but his words were chosen 
so cautiously that the result was 
inevitably stereotyped. Eddie Bush 
Trio offered typical Hawaiian yodel- 
ing with guitar accompaniment. 

Mechanically the program was a 
testimonial to the perfected finesse 
of the RCA engineers. Shortwaves 
brought program to mainland for 
rebroadcasting. Came through in 
New York like it was Fifth avenue 
instead of an island a week’s voy- 
ase from San Francisco. Land. 


NBC’s 7th BIRTHDAY 

Rosa Ponselle, Cesare Sodero 
Songs, Talk, Orchestra 
Sustaining 

WJZ, WEAF, New York 


Rosa Ponselle joined with NBC 
last Wednesday (15) in celebrating 
birthdays. For NBC it marked the 
seventh anniversary of its organi- 
zation, while to the diva it meant 
the turning of the 15th milestone 
since her Metropolitan Opero debut. 
In support of her lyrical contribu- 
tions to the occasion there was a 
mixed chorus from the Metropolitan 
and a symphonic spread _ with 
Cesare Sodero, former NBC staff 
conductor, in the podium. Hers was 
a choice piece of program selection 
for the event. It was all staged 
with a fine sense of decorum and 
from the entertainment angle rated 
high among the network’s special 
programs for the Radio City open- 
ing. 

During the Rosa Ponselle portion 
of the program M. H. Aylesworth 
introduced Gen. Cornelius N. Bliss, 
chairman of the Metropolitan 
trustees, who after sketching her 
career paid tribute to the soprano’s 
standing in the field of opera. In 
replying to the reception given her 
the diva thanked the general and 
Aylesworth and expressed her ap- 
preciation to the Metropolitan. 


In his remarks about the NBC 
end of the celebration, Aylesworth 
gave the network’s affiliated out- 
lets a palm of recognition. Extend- 
ing birthday greetings to the 87 as- 
sociated outlets, the NBC prexy 
averred that without the existence 
and support of these local stations 
the web could not have achieved 
its present stature. Odec. 


COMPOSERS OF THE AMERICAN 
THEATRE 


Frank Black 
Band, Songs 
Full Hour 
Sustaining 
WJZ, New York 


NBC put this one together dur- 
ing the celebration stretch as a tip 
of the hat to the boys responsibie 
for the scores that make the mod- 
ern musical comedy and operetta 
what they are. A full late evening 
hour was devoted to the playing by 
a studio aggregation directed by 
Frank Black of medleys from the 
works of Irving Berlin, Vincent 
Youmans, Ceorge Gershwin, Jerome 
Kern and Sigmund Romberg, all of 
whom were present in the studio 
at the time. 


Only one that did any talking on 
the occasion was the announcer, 
John 8S. Young. Script handed him 
fave recognition to the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, whose pleasant rela- 
tions with broadcasting, read an- 
nouncer Young, made possible the 
ether release of the latest works 
from the pens of the cream of 
modern composers. As part of the 
minutes there was also read a let- 
ter from Gene Buck expatiating on 
the boon that radio and music have 
been to each other. A word of 
tribute was also accorded Max 
Dreyfus for the encouragement he 
has given young writers. Odec. 


AROUND THE THEATRE 


With Fay Templeton and 
Powers Gouraud 

Sustaining 

30 Mins. 

WCAU, Philadelphia 


This program is written and pro- 
duced by Powers Gouraud, WCAU 
Radio Dramatic Critic. Now in its 
third year it uses name show peo- 
ple ‘guesting’ each week. 


Tuesday (14) broadcast was in 
honor of Fay Templeton. Script 
and music tie-up with her stage 
career from the days of Weber and 
Fields up to date (‘Gowns by Ro- 
berta’). Templeton and Gouraud 
reminisced about old timers. She 
sang a chorus of ‘Mary Is a Grand 
Old Name’ (‘45 Minutes From 
Broadway’). Also did her famous 
‘Rosie You Are My Posie’ number. 

At close she ad-libbed a tribute 
to George M. Cohan. Interesting 
thirty minutes which has steadily 
built large listening audience. 

Waters. 





VOICE OF AMERICA 


William Lyon Phelps, Alexander 
Gray, Cal Tinney, Patricia Dorn, 
Donald Burr, Nat Shilkret 

Talk, Songs, Band 


30 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 
What looked like a fetching sales 
idea had two strikes and three balls 


callel on it before this half hour 
stanza reached the fadeout point. 
Underwood Elliot Fisher program 
was shoddy, helter skelter in pro- 
duction. Another handicap was the 
inclusion in the cast of a 10th rate 
imitation of Will Rogers with this 
assignment filled by one heretofore 
unknown to network channels, Cal 
Tinney. 

With apparently the idea of giv- 
ing the show a touch of novelty as 
well as the highbrow the office fur- 
nishings manufactureer culled its 





m. c, Prof. William Lyon Phelps 
recently emerged from the cloisters 
of Yale University. Ir professional 
writing circles the prof ranks as 
the country’s champ indorser. As 
a radio m. c. he anything but dis- 
tinguishes himself. Loudspeaker is 
nemesis. His personality hasn't a 
chance. The Professor Phelps of 
radio is a pallid shadow of the Pro- 
fessor Phelps of the lecture plat- 
torm., 

For the introductory occasion the 
professor had an alumnus and close 
friend, Gov. Wilbur L. Cross of 
Connecticut, on for a few words of 
greeting. Connecticut, assured the 
Governor, wa. one state that could 
come through the depression un- 
scathed and moving on to greater 
things. Carrying out the idea of 
the program's title the opening 
stanza also delivered a salute to 
George M. Cohan as another Amer- 
ican who has distinguished him- 
self. More kudos, but in drama- 
tized form, were given to Stephen 
Foster and General Gorgas, whose 
sanitation of the Panama zone 
made construction of the canal pos- 
sible. The dramatic bits were not 
only badly written, but incompe- 
tently stageed and read. 

Lawrence Gray lent a Hstenable 
baritone to the warbling interludes 
and the dueting of Donald Burr and 
Patricia Dorn, both from musical 
comedy, did well by a couple of 
romantic ditties. There was also 
a collection of mixed voices. What 
it delivered was not good ensemble 
singing. Cc. 





‘SPORT HI-LIGHTS' 


With Harry Flannery 

Sports gossip 

15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WOWO, Fort Wayne 

Daily feature coming on for 15 
minutes from 7:46 to 8 o'clock with 
special interviews set for Sunday 
nights. Harry Flannery, new addi- 
tion to staff, has started this one, 
which is now in its seventh week, 
under banner of Superior Under- 
wear Co. of Piqua, Ohio, and Ar- 
row Beer Co., this city. Most of the 
material is gleaned from the daily 
sport results with emphasis now on 
the football games. Some of the 
more outstanding events are built 
up into little dramatic sketches. 
The Sunday interviews include 
some figure either in local or state 
sport _— circles. George Biemer, 
former fight promoter associated 
with Willard, Jeffries, etc., was re- 
cently down for a talk on the old 
days. Gunnar Elliot, ex-football 
and basketball pro. is the most re- 
cent guest on this program. Ques- 
tions included in copy which covers 
the country as far as current field 
stars go. FPlannery’s delivery up to 
snuff. Baral. 


Ether Slants 


With visionary foresight the 
Macy-Bamberger stores, N. ¥. and 
Newark, affillates, broadcasting over 
their common ether outlet, station 
WOR, put on a nifty quarter hour 
last week on ‘Wine.’ It was further 
highlighted with spot ads calling 


attention to ‘Do you know which 
wine to serve with oysters, turkey, 
roast beef? 

Air talk was highly interesting 
and doubly so to a people who have 
recently become vintage and epicu- 
rean-minded. This is an evolution 
of speakeasy life and impending re- 
peal, with greater consciousness of 
food and wine values. 

Department stores wisely didn’t 
plug any brands; it was merely in- 
stitutional ballyhoo for wines as an 
asset to a good household. The pay- 
off will naturally come with repeal. 











Pond’s has a good sales approach 
through the shifting voices present- 
ing sundry snatches of ballyhoo in 
varying phraseology and expression. 
It is thus more arresting and is an- 
other manifestation of the general 
need for something new and differ- 
ent each time to center interest. 





For his return to the Chase & 
Sanborn spot Eddie Cantor Sunday 
night (19) unlimbered a perform- 
ance that shot him right back 
among the topmost rungs of the 
ether ladder. It was a script built 
strictly to the Cantor personality 
and for both the comic and radio 
the fit couldn’t have been much 
happier. There were a few arid 
spot in the parade of cross- 
fire and blackouts but these were 
of paltry import in the general toll 
of giggles that the comedy must 
have garnered from the rocking 
chair brigade. For the listener-in 
the only thing that marred the show 
was the frequent outbursts of studio 
sideline laughter reacting to Cantor 
by-play that made no bid for ether 
participation. It was the sort of 
inside situation that in due time be- 
comes annoying. 

Sunday night’s was the first 
script turned out by L. Wolfe Gil- 
bert. For an introduction it was 
heftily to Gilbert’s credit. Gilbert 
also played a bit im one of the 





blackouts 
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Station Entertainment Average 3 


WIND, Gary (Ind.) 
Reviewed Nov. 15 
Hours: 7:30-11 p. m. 

This is the station taken over by 
Ralph Atlass and now on the former 
WIBO wavelength. Call letters 
have been switched from WJKS. 
Station is out to cover northern 
Indiana and South Chicago. It has 
just installed a new transmitter and 
antenna that makes it clearly heard 
throughout the Chicago metropoli- 
tan area. 

Now on the air longer than any 
station in the midwest, riding from 
five a. m. to three a.m. Covers the 
entire field of broadcasting, from 
hill-billy music, to Eddie Duchin 
and Guy Lombardo, from Hungarian 
programs and walkathon  broad- 
casts to Alexander Woollcott and 
Governor McNutt of Indiana. It is 
endeavoring to evade direct clas- 
sification as Indiana station, farm 
station, foreign station, ete. It is 
on the Columbia chain, though at 
present mostly for sustaining shows 
as the Chicago WBBM is elected 
usually to cover this territory. 


On the night caught there were 
no Columbia programs on this sta- 
tion, as unusual as rain in Cali- 
fornia. On the night caught it im- 
pressed as a Gary station for Gary 
listeners. Which might put in the 
family time classification according 
to vaude parlance. 


7.30. Johnny O'Hara around the 
cracker barrel discussing the Hot 
Stove League for Prima Beer. Tell- 
ing the baseball fans about the off- 
season gossip of changes in line- 
up, sales, etc. Okay for male base- 
ball fans. 


7.45. One-minute disc announce- 
ment for Nash motors. Badly done, 
both in script and spiel. Hurried 
and jumbled that leaves a flat im- 
pression. Indiana String follows for 
30 minutes of violining, ‘celloing 
and pianoing. Squeaky and stringy 
for the most part. 

8.15. Amnouncement for Gold- 
bere’s credit stores. Walkathon by 
remote control with the walkers in 
the 456th hour, having started on 
Oct. 27. Backed by the Art Fisher 
band it’s everything that a walka- 
thon could possibly be. Especially 
in Gary. 

8.30. Another announcement for 
Goldberg's, this time plugging the 
men’s suits. Then to the B. P. O. 
Elks benefit dance with Norman 
Care, dance band of family time 
quality. 

9.00. Announcement for Aetna 
Loan company. The Hungarian 
program that is torture for the 
average non-Hungarian listener. 
But WIND is building for that 
heavily foreign Gary. Particularly 
since the foreign stations of Chi- 
eago have difficulty in reaching 
Gary. 

9.15. At this time the reviewer 
happened to catch this: ‘coshornia 
zhidmazlxygy R-E-M 2zxytxgidfe.’ 
Which no doubt was an Hungarian 
announcement for the cough remedv. 
Hungarian program continues with 
the reviewer stoically sticking to 
his post. 

9.30. Maurle Sherman orchestra 
from the Cafe Venice on the far 
southside of Chicago. Sherman is 
a@ well-knowner around Chi and 
okay for any station. 

9.45. Italian Program. Besides 
the lingo there was an accordion, 
harmonica and tonsils. The average 
popular ear can get much more 
enjoyment from the Italian hour 
than any other foreign music period. 
Due to the fact that most American 
music has its antecedents in Italian 
opera and classical music which at- 
tunes the pop ear to the Italian 
rhythm and tempo. Here also they 
mixed in some American music such 
as ‘Echo in the Valley,’ which makes 
it a sort of Italo-American hour. 

10.15. Back to the Walkathon 
with the dancers now in the 458th 
hour. 

10.30. Back to the Cafe Venice for 
more of the Maurie Sherman music. 

Gold. 





KFWB, HOLLYWOOD 


Reviewed Wed., Nov. 15 
Peak hours: 7-10 p.m. 


KFWs is the Warner Brothers 
5,000 watt station and while group- 
ed as one of the four major sta- 
tions in Los Angeles it is exten- 
sively utilized as a means of plug- 
ging Warners film product and its 
theatres in this territory. 

7—Jack Joys’ orchestra with Alice 
Prindle and Ruth Durell, soloists. 
Smooth program, running to the 
semi-classic, and the better popu- 
lar stuff. Ideally suited to the din- 
ner hour and assured of listeners 
inasmuch as most of other stations 
are playing talk programs at this 
period. 

7:15—Tarzan serial, discs. Juv- 
enile fare and certainly not ap- 
pealing to the listeners who would 
appreciate the previous program. 

7:30—Lone Indian. Program cre- 
ated by Robert E. Callahan. He 
relates stories of Indians. Has been 
on the station a year, commercialled 
by a downtown department store. 
In serialized form with Callahan 





ostensibly at a 


ranch telling an 
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eastern visitor stories of Indian lore, 
Seems to have deteriorated from 
previous material. Only limited 
listening appeal can be expected. 

7:45—Harmonists. Mixed quartet, 
Ruth Durrell, Alice Prindle, Ken 
Darby and Rad Robinson. Swell 
harmonizing, mostly of popular ba]- 
lad material. Restful program. A 
sustainer that is worthy of clasg 
sponsorship. 

8—Adohr Opera of the Air. Week- 
ly program shared with KNX and 


KFAC. Formerly featuring § all 
light opera material, program is 
now into grand opera, but choice 


runs mostly to the more popularly 
known numbers of the heavier field, 
Hour'’s program covers best known 
stuff from ‘Faust,’ ‘Carmen,’ ‘Mig- 
non’ and ‘Romeo and Juliet.” Out- 
standing and is still the classiest 
program to be created locally. 

9—-A typical institutional program 
for Warner Bros. pictures. In this 
instance an indirect plug for ‘Foot- 
light Parade.’ Announcer tells the 
history of the company’s two pre- 
vious musical films ‘42nd Street’ 
and ‘Gold Diggers’ and gives a sim- 
ilar routine on the current ‘Parade.’ 
Interspersed with good renditions 
by Kings Men, quartet, Bob Shafer, 
tenor, and Harmonists, principal 
numbers from the three pictures. 
Too much plugging to be assured 
of cintinuous listening. 

9:30—Remote of Jay Whidden's 
orchestra from the Biltmore Hotel. 
Whidden one of the local favs. His 
dance stuff will suit the stay-at- 
homes who might feel like shaking 
a leg at this hour. Stan. 





HERE AND THERE 





W. A. Schudt, Jr., manager, WBT, 
Charlotte, N. C., in Washington, 
D. C., to appear before the Federal 
Radio Commission with a request 
for extending the station’s power 
from 25,000 watts to 50,000 watts. 





Carrol! Gardner, former manager 
WAPI, Birmingham, and lately 
with WKBC, has been appointed 
manager of WODX, Mobile. Ap- 
pointment was made by Frank 
King, receiver for the station. 

Steve A. Cisler is the new man- 
ager at WKBC. Eugene Pournelle 
is WKBC chief announcer. He 
comes from KRMD, Shreveport. 





WOWO, Ft. Wayne and WGL are 
combining on two big programs, 
First, a minstrel show. When ready 
will be presented from Emboyd thee 
atre stage as regular weekly feae 
ture. Local advertiser wants to 
see the thing behind the footlights 
before signing. 

Next is a Gay Ninety hour for 
brewery combining ‘Sweet Adeline’ 
tang with Mae Westish humor. 





Runkel’s chocolate goes on WOR, 
Newark, with a horse opera for the 
kids Dec. 7. Title picked is ‘Maver- 
ick Jim’ with the serial set for two 
half-hour installments a week for 
the first 13 weeks of its run. Show 
will likely shift to a once weekly 
schedule with the picking up of the 
option on the second 13 weeks. 

N. W. Ayers is the agency on the 
account. 





Household Finance is making a 
new step in its disc programs. Now 
mulling a dubbing idea for a 13- 
platter series to start after the first 
of the year, , 

Through agency Charies Daniel 
Frey will use the Marsh lab here 
for dubbing with Vincent Pelletier 
as announcer and m.c. 





Mid-Western Radio Corp. of 
Greeley, Col., has filed an applica- 
tion with the Radio Commission in 
Washington to move KFKA te 
Cheyenne, Wyo. They also asked 
unlimited broadcasting hours on & 
frequency of 780 kilocycles. 





Djer Kiss perfume resumes Cy- 
rena Van Gordon on NBC Dec. 14. 

For the first four weeks the 
Thursday evening quarter hour 
will be limited to New York, Bal- 
timore and Washington. Thereaf- 
ter the program will take a hookup 
involving 12 stations and extend- 
ing to the midwest. 





F. W. Stevenson, Denver, has set 
up a combination station represen- 
tative agency and program clear- 
ing house. 

Handles KFXF, Denver; KVOR, 
Colorado Springs; KFKA, Greeley; 
KGHF, Pueblo. 





United Prune Growers of Calif. 
open un WABC, N. Y., Wednesday 
(tomorrow) with a test sales cam- 
paign. Under contract for six 
weeks are 15-minute periods 


(Continued on page 44) 
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Radio Dramatized Auto Smash: 
Lawyer Asks Change of Venue 


Syracuse, Nov. 20. 

For the first time in the history of 
Onondaga County jurisprudence, a 
radio drama will be used as grounds 
for a change of venue of a criminal 
action. 

Application will be made this 
week by counsel for Harry Leo, 28, 
charged with manslaughter in run- 
ning down and fatally injurying 
Clara Beyer, four-year-old child. 

Attorney Leon Reeder is prepar- 
ing papers and will support his mo- 
tion with affidavits to establish that 


a dramatization of the accident, 
broadcast over WEFBL (CBS) was 
of such a prejudicial character that 
Leo would not get a fair trial in 
this county. 

One portion of the broadcast, ac- 
cording to counsel, purported to be 
a conversation between Leo and 
two passengers in his car, in which 
the latter pleaded with him to re- 
duce his speed. 


Cincinnati Dailies = - 
Resume Radio Fight 
Ist Tried in 1931 


Cincinnati, Nov. 20. 


Dailies here have renewed their 
fight against radio by eliminating 
program schedules of the five local 
stations. Cincy press-radio war of 
*81 lasted less than a month, the 
papers surrendering to the howl by 
an army of readers for restoration 
of air program listings in news col- 
umns. In resuming publication of 
station schedules at that time, the 
newspapers eliminated reference to 
commercial sponsors, whose pro- 
grams were identified by names of 
featured talent or one or two-word 
descriptions of entertainment of- 
ferings. 

Enquirer, morning, and _ Post 
and Times-Star, afternoon sheets, 
are united on matters of mutual 
business advantage as the Cincin- 
nati Newspaper Publishers’ Asso- 
ciation. Explaining this body’s ac- 
tion against radio, W. F. Wiley, 
gen. mer. of the Enquirer, told 
VarieTy’s representative: ‘Our pa- 
pers have given enough free adver- 
tising to radio. Stations may buy 
advertising space to announce their 
programs and devote other pub- 
icity to their businesses. Our ac- 
tion in this matter has no part in 
any national agreement of publish- 
ers, yet I understand that papers in 
Dayton, O., and Indianapolis, Ind., 
will soon do the same as us. In 
Louisville, Ky., I am informed, the 
Courier-Journal, which also oper- 
ates a broadcasting station, has 
stopped free run of radio programs. 
That paper publishes the schedules 
of its station, the station paying for 
the space, and has notified other 
Louisville stations that their pro- 
grams will be carried on the same 
basis.’ 

A sharp ‘No’ was Wiley’s answer 
to the query: ‘Do the Cincinnti 
publishers attach any reader inter- 
est or news value to schedules of 
radio programs?’ 

The decision of the local publish- 
ers was put into effect Wednesday 
(15) and came so quickly that the 
city desks of the two afternoon pa- 
pers didn’t know about it until their 
first editions were off the press and 
questions reached them from at 
least one radio station. 


BURKE TO CHI BRUNSWICK 
Chicago, Nov. 20. 

Rollo Burke is now with Bruns- 
wick Recording here in charge of 
radio disc sales and _ recordings. 
Burke was formerly with Story and 
Clark Piano company. 

Burke alignment in no way af- 
fects Brunswick co-operative deal 
with the Free & Sleininger special 
rep outfit. 














DEMI-TASSE LEAVES FRISCO 
San Francisco, Nov. 20. 


MJB’s Demi-Tasse Revue (NBC) 
moved to KFI, Los Angeles, for at 
least four weeks with Ted FioRito’s 
band, switching from Hotel St. 
Francis here to Ambassador, L. A., 
for that period. 

J. P. McEvoy, columnist and au- 
thor, will do guest artist on coffee 
program, Ernie Smith’s sport talks 
are off, 








Veteran Practical Joker 
being Funny for WCAE 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 20. 

Luke Barnett, professional ribber 
and father of Vince Barnett, screen 
comic, has gone on the air. Will 
appear with Rosey Roswell on lat- 
ter’s weekly Gimbel’s. broadcast 
over WCAE. 

For broadcast purposes, Barnett 
does his Polish waiter characteriza- 
tion. 


Daytime Sales 
22%, of NBC 
Total for Yr. 


NBC’s daytime sales for the year 
to date measures up to 22% of the 
gross volume. Proportion of income 
from commercial programs up to 
6 p.m. is still 3% under the 1932 
level, but the network expects to 
wipe out this edge by the time the 
current year fades. 

Peak of the network’s daytime 
proportion in gross turnover was 
the 1932 figure. In 1931 the com- 
mercial revenue from before 6 p.m. 
time came to 21% of the total. 
NBC’s present 22% proportion con- 
stitutes a substantial lead over the 
daytime percentage of accounts on 
the CBS books. Columbia’s break- 
up places its daytime business at 
around 15% of the total intake. 

Mid-November found NBC’s gross 
from time 20% better than the ac- 
cumulation for the half month of 
November ’32. CBS figures to excel 
the November ’32 total by about the 
same percentage. 


RADIO WHOLESALERS 
IN GENERAL CODE 


Washington, Nov. 20. 

Radio wholesalers are perfectly 
content to operate under terms of 
the general NRA code for all whole- 
sale trades, leaders of the business 
declared at public hearings here this 
week. 

Independent Theatre Supply Deal- 
ers’ association, reputedly repre- 
senting 78% of this trade, joined in 
subscribing to the blanket agree- 
ment for jobbers, while Benjamin 
Goss, representing Radio YVhole- 
salers, Inc., filed a brief outlining 
views of this class of middlemen 
and endorsing the pact. 

Music jobbers, whose insistence 
on special protection was one cause 
for rejection of the proposed agree- 
ment for music publishing and dis- 
tributing, made no showing on the 
general wholesale pact, 


Denny Brought In for 
Salesmen’s Pep Rally 


Jack Denny steps into the Amer- 
ican Oil Co. stanza on CBS this 
Sunday (26), replacing the Dorsey 
Bros. combination with Joe Venuti. 
It’s a one-time broadcast for Denny 
with the commercial bringing him 
into New York from Boston so that 
he can play also for a pep get-to- 
gether for salesmen the oil distrib 
is staging that night. Band for the 
show’s subsequent airing hasn't 
been selected, 

Ethel Waters and George Beatty 
continue with the program, which 
made its debut five weeks ago with 
the Dorsey Bros. in the cast. 


SPARTON AS SPONSOR 


Sparton joins the list of radio set 
makers on the network channels 
this Saturday (25) with a half hour 
variety show over CBS. 

Program will originate from De- 
troit. Contract is for a minimum of 
eight weeks. 


KJBS HEARING SET BACK 

San Francisco, Nov. 20. 
Postponement of Federal Radio 
Commission’s hearing on KJBS’s 
application for increased power to 
Jan. 15 has caused Ralph Brunton 

to put off his trip to Washington. 
Broadcaster will leave Frisco New 


























Year’s Day instead of this month, 


10 Sports Reviews on 
Station, 8 Sponsored 


Minneapolis, Nov. 20. 

Sports reviewers are so popular 
in the Minneapolis territory that 
WCCO, Columbia chain station, is 
starting another one. Making 10 of 
these programs a week. 

All but two of them are spon- 
sored. 


WCCO Artists’ Bureau 
Calls Squawking Local 
Bookers Soreheads 


Minneapolis, Nov. 20. 


Local independent booking agen- 
cies are squawking against the 
booking agency conducted by 
WCCO, local Columbia chain sta- 
tion. Bookers allege that the radio 
agency is cutting prices on talent 
and offering free broadcasting an- 
nouncements to various shows and 
night clubs as a bait to get the 
business. Independents claims these 
are unfair methods and want to re- 
taliate. 

WCCO booking agency denies any 
improper methods and claims the 
independents are just sore because 
it is getting most of the business. 
WCCO bureau is headed by Al 
Sheehan and handles about 60 acts. 











SELLING HONOLULU 


KGU Rate Clip to Attract More 
Sponsors 








Rate on KGU, Honolulu, has been 
clipped by NBC. Station's facilities 
may now be bought, as part of the 
Pacific eoast link, at $200 on the 
hour, $126 for a half hour and $70 
for a 16-minute program. Previous 
asking price was $250 an hour, with 
the short-wave service to the island 
included. 

New arrangement between the 
web and the Hawiian transmitter 
will bring KGU $20 an hour for 
commercial programs, while NBC 
will collect $90 an hour for sus- 
taining programs. IH another net- 
work show proceeds or follows, the 
station’s obligation for sustaining 
service will be $60 an~hour. By 
cutting the commercial rate the 
chain figures that more elients will 
be inclined to include the Ha- 
wailian affiliate. 


Ratoff East 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Gregory Ratoff will do three 
broadcasts starting Nov. 26 with 
Eddie Cantor on the Chase & San- 
born program. Left here Saturday 
(18) for New York in a party which 
included Sam Briskin, headed for a 
European vwacash, George Browne 
and A. Schulberg, Ratoff’e manager, 
going east on a talent hunt. 

Ratoff is due back at RKO Dec. 11 
to start in ‘TI Love an Actress’. 

While im the east Ratoff expects 
to do two weeks of waudeville work 
at $2,500 per, for which he has an 
offer. 








ANDY WHITE’S JOB 
Major J. Andrew White, one-time 
president of Columbia Broadcast- 
ing, is with Visomatic Systems, Inc., 
in an undesignated capacity. 
Firm makes visualizations for 
commercials. 


Hellinger-Charles, WPAP’s Air Twins, 


Solve Mystery of Grid 





British Broadcasting 
Official Tours States 


San Francisco, Nov. 20. 
Ss. P. B. Mais being guested by 
NBC here on his swing around the 
country for NBC and the British 
Broadcasting Co. 
After a week covering northern 
California from here Mais scrams 


for Seattle. With him are his 
daughter and Margaret Cuthbert, 
head of NBC speakers bureau in 
New York. 





RADIO DISCS’ 
NEW TAGLINE 
RAPPED 


American Federation of Musicians 
has filed with the Federal Radio 
Commission a petition protesting 
against any change in the regula- 
tion requiring stations to announce 
an electrical transcription as such 
over the air. Appended to the pe- 
tition was a request that the union 
be advised as to the hearing date 
on the issue so that it could appear 
to give oral argument. 

Authoring of the protest was done 
by Gen. Samuel TF. Ansell, general 
counsel for the A F of M. Federa- 
tion’s action was prompted by a 
resolution passed by the National 
Association of Broadcasters in con- 
vention last month urging the FRC 
to eliminate the transcription refer- 
ence from air announcement and 
instead permit the stations to de- 
scribe the disks as a production of 
the recording company involved. 

Argument advanced by the A. F. 
of M. is that the lifting of the reg- 
ulation as it now stands would tend 
not only to deceive the public but in- 
duce advertisers accustomed to em- 
ploying live entertainment to resort 
to disk version. Substitutions of 
this sort would bring about an in- 
crease in unemployment, which sit- 
uation would be contrary to the 
purposes of the NRA. 


LA. AIR BRAG ON 
UNUSUAL WEATHER 


Los Angeles, Nov. 20. 

Los Angeles Junior Chamber of 
Commerce is tying in with the 
steamship lines here to radio plug 
the climate and steamship facilities 
to this spot. 

Chamber will compete with news- 
papermen on meeting celebs to in- 
terview them for boosts. Plan is to 
ring in plugs for the sunshine and 
service. 

Telephone facilities are being ar- 
ranged at various docks at San 
Pedro and Wilmington for the 
broadcasts which will be piped to 
KMTR, Hollywood, 

KMTR is donating the time and 














marking it off to civic betterment. 





NBC Seeks Affiliates Goodwill 





Radio City Visit and New % Payoff Aimed 


to Please Stations 





NBC last week brought in the 
managers and owners of its af- 
filiated stations for three days of 
entertainment and showing around. 


Main idea of the gathering was to 
impress upon the associated outlets 
the scope of the new Radio City 
quarters and the working organ- 
ization behind the network’s pro- 
grams, 

Nothing was revealed at the get- 
together of the reallocation of rates 
proposition that the web is cur- 
rently developing. NBC national 
survey which will serve as the 
basis of this revision of station 
recompense is still in the works. 
Survey is expected to determine the 
listening circulation in each area 
and the relative pulling power o%. 





the individual stations on the NBC 
list. With this info at hand the 
network will work out a realloca- 
tion of the rates to be asked of na- 
tional advertisers for each affiliated 
station. Another angle to new deal 
between NBC and affiliates will be 
the setting of a uniform percentage 
to be applied in paying off the out- 
lets out of the coin collected by the 
network. Under this arrangement 
the present system of reimburse- 
ment which brings the stations, 
with few exceptions, $50 on an 
hour’s network commercial, $25 for 
a half hour and $12.50 for a 15- 
minute program will be eliminated. 

Network’s reallocation of rates 
and arrival of a percentage formula 
is not expected before the turn of 
the new year. 


Announcing 





Nov. 17, 1933. 
Editor, VARIETY: 
The undersigned have been read- 
ing with interest—and some amuseé- 


ment—the recent Variety articles 
dealing with the football broadcast- 
ing situation. We are not familiar 
with some of the names involved, 
notably that of Husing who appears 
to be a master of ceremonies of 
some sort. But we are also experts 
in the art of football broadcasting 
and, as such, deem we are entitled 
to a voice in the general proceed- 
ings, 

Ever since the start of the foot- 
ball season, we have been broad- 
casting the Columbia football games 
over WPAP from Baker Field. 
Those who have heard us—and 
they’re three swell guys—claim that 
we have discovered the secret of 
successful pigskin broadcasting. Up 
until now, we have been most mod- 
est about the fact. But now we are 
going to cut loose and let the world 
know we're good. After all, we 
have but one more broadcast—the 
Columbia-Syracuse game next Sate 
urday—so how many raps can we 
get? 

In the first place, we always open 
our broadcasts by admitting that 
we know very little about football, 
and even less about the teams that 
are playing. That puts us slightly 
above the rest of the broadcasters 
because we are frank enough to ad- 
mit it. 

As soon as the game begins, we 
leap from ourselves and become two 
people in the stands who are watch- 
ing the game. We figure the plays 
as they figure them, we take a 
drink every now and then, we get, 
the penalties from the scoreboa 
we groan when the home tear 
fumbles and we argue as to the 
judgment of the quarterback, 

If an expert tackle is made, we 
awaken our observer—and he slips 
us the name. It’s generally wrong 
—but it’s a name. It’s our opinion 
that the listener-in doesn’t care 
about a tackler. Unless it happens 
to be Garbo or Joan Crawford. 

Another thing. We always avoid 
substitutions, If Burp starts a 
game, so far as wer’re concerned 
he finishes it. Who cares if Wan- 
ger replaces Lasky, or if Kobler rew 
places Patterson? When Burp 
starts, Burp finishes. Why should 
we confuse our vast radio audience 
with new and difficult names? We're 
broadcasting—not showing off. 

Still another thing. We avoid 
technical details as though they 
were opening acts. Who cares if 
it's a Warner 7-2-2-1 or a Plaza 
5-6-0-0. The ball is snapped, isn’t 
it? Montgomery’s running with it, 
isn’t he? Montgomery ig downed 
and kicked in the kisser, isn’t he? 
Well, that’s what counts. And the 
devil with the upbacks, wingbacks, 
and throwbacks, 

Variety got very snooty In its first 
article. Saying that Ford Friedman 
knew what he was talking about 
because he stated, ‘How that boy, 
Spoffard, can keep his feet!’ That's 
a heluva criticism. Suppose that if 
we stated that Mae West was the 
perfect back, that would make us 
the world’s foremost picture critic. 

And then that Friedman gets an- 
other plug for taking issue with the 
referees. Fine business. We not 
only take issue with the referees; 
we call the plays before they do. 
Then it’s up to them to agree with 
us. If they don’t, believe us, we 
raige plenty of hell. So you can see 
that we’re far ahead of Friedman. 

We might say a lot more in this 
letter, but we don’t want to get the 
reputation of being whatever 
that fellow’s name is. When we’re 
finished talking, we quit. And if all 
broadcasters would follow our ex- 
ample, the living room would be a 
far better place in which to sit. 

We'd like to take this thing serl- 
ously—but it’s because we don 
that we have become America’s 
greatest football broadcasters, al- 
most overnight. Shakespeare, or 
maybe 't was Skolsky, was correct. 
The play’s the thing—and all the 
players are but numbers. 

Mark Hellinger 

(Pratt Falls High, ’02). 
Perry Charles 

(Keeley Institute, °69). 
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DILWORTH ON OWN 
George E. Dilworth has left NBG 
after a connection of five years. 
He has opened an office to spe« 
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€w DUSINESS Toning Down | 
| - | RADIO EXPLOITATION 
= The tailors notice a decided d ; e ; 
1! predisposition ay conservatism (In this Department ‘Variety’ will collate each week news items 
DENVER ' PITTSBURGH : nt ; - of possible value to Radio Stations, Advertising Agencies and 
by actors : es . : 

Nash Motor Co., 1 min. transcrip-| Freedom Oil Works Co., tempera- Radio is the answer The Advertisers on the merchandising end. Special stunts of all kinds 
tion announcement, 3 a week until| ture reports twice daily and one ae re - tiles on will be reported, these items being turned in by ‘Variety’ staff men 
cancelled, KOA. daily spot for six weeks. Placed by talents’ contacts with the east and not written by the station. 

Navy Gas, 5 one-min. announce-| A- P. Hill Co. KDKA. : | — penis apenas sere 
ments a day, until cancelled, KOA. Natural Gas Co., renewal of daily given many of 'em a new lant 

Metropolitan Beauty Parlor, 1 min weather reports for seven weeks. | on sartorial dignity. No more Juvenile Operettas lianaire St. Paul theatre 
BN ttle ecciapine f ert oe ® mos. KOA. | Placed by Ketchum, MacLeod & | jazz clothes and hotcha men's Tacoma. | brewer. Each evening it presents in 

ees y 2 ad Ae re Gb *} Grove. KDKA, furnishings. KMO’'s Junior Broadcast, spon-j|the form of a brief drama the dra. 

Majestic War Co, 50-word an- Vapexr, two announcements weekly This trend has also mani- |}sored by Tacoma’s largest depart- | matic highlights of the day’s court 


nouncement daily, 8 weeks, KFEL. 
Columbine Laundry, 75-word an- 
nouncement daily, 1 mo., KOA. 
Denver Dry Goods. Co., 100-word 
announcement 5 times daily, 2 mos., 
KOA, 
Cottrel Clothing Co., 50-word an- 


nouncements 3 times daily, 1 mo., 
KOA. 
Cobbs Dress Shop, 75-word an- 


nouncements twice daily, 1 mo., KOA, 

Green’s Dress Shop, 100-word an- 
nouncements daily, 1 mo., KOA. 

Hostess Cake Kitchen, 100-word 
announcements daily, 2 mos., KOA. 

Marlin Mineral Water Co., 75-word 
announcements daily, 1 mo., KOA. 

Firestone Service Stores, Inc., 50- 
word announcements 5 times daily, 3 
mos., KOA, 

May Co., 50-word announcements 3 
times daily, 2 mos., KOA. 

Sendol Co., 100-word announce- 
ments, 2 mos., KOA, ? 

Republic Orthopedic Shoe Co., 75-| 
word daily announcements, 2 mos., 
KOA. 

Jess Kortz Jewelry Co., 3 100-word 
announcements daily, 2 mos., KLZ. 

Colorado Reo, 100-word announce- 
ment daily, 3 mos., KLZ. 

Dodge Bros., 100-word announce- 
ment daily, 3 mos., KLZ. 

Skelly Oil, 15-min. transcription 
daily, 3 mos., KLZ. 

Mountain Motors, 40-word an- 
nouncement daily, 3 mos., KLZ. 

Maybdellene, 100-word announce- 
ment daily, 3 mos., KLZ. 








BENNY 


WEAF 
10-10:30 P. M. 
EVERY SUNDAY 


CHEVROLET 


RUBY 
NORTON 


JACK CURTIS 








CURTIS and ALLEN 
Palace Theatre Bldg, New York 














By Special Public Demand 
The Great International Stars of 
Ziegfeld Follies 
WILLIE and EUGENE HOWARD 


Present 
The World’s Greatest International 


THE GREAT 
SIR JOSEPH GINZBURG 


King of the Radio World 
and King of Vitaphone Artists of the 


Wor' 
Now Playing aid Class Concert 


u 
And Open for Musical Comedy, Spon- 
sored Radio Programs, Pictures 
and Presentations 
Address All Mail to 
Fairview Avenue and Brampton Road 
Great Neck, L. I. 








Indefinite. 


& Bowen. WCAE. 
Westgate Sea Products, one an- 
nouncement weekly for 26 weeks 


|Placed by Barnes-Campbell, Ine. 
WCAE. 

Rem Weather Reports, twice daily 
for 22 weeks. Placed by Joseph 
Katz Co. WCAE. 

Grove’s Bromo Quinine, One an- 
nouncement daily for 20 weeks 
Placed by Lambert & Feasley 
WCAE. 








MORIN SISTERS 


on the 
‘SEALEDPOWER SIDE SHOW’ 


Every Mon., 7-7:30 P.M. CST 
9-9:30 P.M. PCT 














Nujol, five announcements weekly 
for 13 weeks. Placed by McCann- 
Erickson. WCAE. 

Prophylactic Brush, one announce- 
ment daliy for two weeks. 
by Lambert & Feasley. WCAE. 

Mistol Co., five announcements 
weekly for 13 weeks. Placed by Mc- 


Cann-Erickson. WCAE. 

Doroihy Perkins Cosmetics, one 
announcement weekly. Indefinite. 
Placed by Ridgeway Co. WCAE. 


three announcements 
weekly for two weeks. Placed by 
A. T. Sears & Son. WCAE. 

Rosenbaum Optical Dept., spot an- 
nouncements on first, second and 
third Thursday of each month for 

2 weeks. Placed direct. KDKA. 

Old Age Pension Commission, Fra- 
ternal Order of Eagles. Half-hour 
entertainment Nov. 23. Placed di- 
rect. KDKA. 

Fashion Store, two 15-minute pro- 
grams weekly for 52 weeks. Placed 
direct. WWSW. 

Palace Credit Clothing Co., three 
announcements daily for four weeks. 
Placed direct. WWSW. 

Claffey’s Beauty Salon, three an- 
nouncements daily for two weeks. 
Placed direct. WWSW. 

Michigan Furniture Co., sponsoring 
Nixon cafe band broadcast with 
commercial tie-up. Once daily for 
four weeks. Placed direct. WWSW. 

Fedele’s Beauty Salon, one an- 
nouncement weekly for one month. 
Placed direct. WWSW. 

Monach Typewriter, 


Maybelline, 


Remington- 


Rand, Inc. Half-hour program once 
weekly for 13 weeks. Placed direct. 
Wwsw. 


Penn Paint Co., 15-minute program 
once weekly for 13 weeks. Placed 
direct. WWSW. 





SEATTLE 

Hopper-Kelley Co., two announce- 
ments weekly over KOMO. Started 
Noy. 19, to run indefinitely. 

Maybelline, one announcement daily 
over & JR for 13 days. Started Nov. 
10. 

Ben Tipp (jewelry), KOMO, half- 
hour program each Tuesday, which 
began Novy. 7, and half-hour each 
Wednesday, starting Nov. 20. 

Andrews Oil Co. (Rocket Gas), 


three announcements daily for one 
month over KJR. 
Chicago Engineering Works, 15- 


minute orchestra disc on Nov. 19. 
KJR. 

Yhrysler Motor Co. (Dodge 
vision), 100 announcements over 
period of a year. KJR. 

General Mills, five-minute disc each 
Monday to Friday, inclusive, from 
Noy. 20 to Dec. 1. KOL. 


di- 
the 





LINCOLN 

Grainger Brothers, Don Carlos cof- 
fee, sponsoring “Tarzan of the Apes.’ 
Contract starts Dec. 4,, 5:45-6 p. m. 
daily except Sat. and Sun. Sold by 
Monte Meyer. KFOR. 

Vim Malt and Beverage Co., Zeigler 
3eer daily announcements’ over 
KFOR. 

Modern Shade Co., signed year’s 
contracts to participate in Times 
‘n’ Tunes, early morning program. 
KFAB. 

Gold & Co., renewal of announce- 
ments over KFOR. 

Carl A. Anderson, Inc., auto elec- 
tric service. Announcements daily. 
KFOR. 


WINSTON-SALEM 

Quality Bakery Co., three 50-word 
announcements daily except Sunday 
for indefinite period plugging new 
Bell Break. placed locally. WSJS. 

Anchor Department Store, five- 
minute daily proadcast from floor of 
store for six months period each 
morning. New novelty broadcast 
from different department each day. 
Flaced locally. WSJS. 





LOS ANGELES 
Medical Sales Co., KNX, 7:15-7.30 
Sat. Tom Wallace, baritone, and 





Jean Cowan, pianist. 








CLARENCE WHEELER 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Broadcasting from WBBM—CBS from Wrigley Bldg., Chicago 
EDDIE COPELAND, Assistant Director 








Placed by Scott, Howe | 


Placed | 


| ment store is start'ng its third year. 
| Program every day except Sunday 
and Monday after school hours 4 
p.m. A total of 4,021 boys and girls 
of school age have appeared before 
ithe KMO mike. About i7 operettas 


fested itself in other respects, 
including east side residences 
and haunts such as the Park 
avenue speaks and fashionable 
east side apartments. 


On the other hand, the ra- have been presented. 
dio contactees in the ad agen- Children who do noteworthy work 
cies are the gay dogs of Tecan broadcast are given a 
: : u a. 
that profesh—their associa- = 


tions with the Broadway emi- 
gres has lent them a little hot- 
cha aura such as isn't gener- 
ally associated with a Park or 
Madison avenue ad man. 


Dramatize Kidnap Trial 
St. Paul. 
Station KSTP is dramatizing the 
current trial of Roger Touhy and 
other defendants charged with the 
kidnapping of William Hamm, mil- 
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Air Line News 


By Nellie Revell 





WOR put the first wines and liquor program on last Friday night. 
It was also first with one on beer. Henry Chapin will be in charge of 
the series, which will be on ‘What to Drink, How to Drink, and When 
to Drink.’ The sponsors are the wines and liquor departments of the 
Macy-Bamberger stores.... 


Before It Became a Habit 


Joe White, the original ‘Silver Mask Tenor,’ was the first Irish tenor 
to broadcast from WEAF’s old studios at 195 Broadway. He was also 
the first Irish tenor to broadcast from NBC's later headquarters at 711 
Fifth avenue, but at the new studios in Radio City, John McCormack 
beat him to it. 


* Short Shots 

Everett Freeman, David Freedman’'s secretary, who already had three 
stories pertinent to radio printed in the Saturday Evening Post, just 
sold four more on radio....Fanny Hurst comes back to WOR for Henry 
Street Settlement on Friday....Irving Kaufman celebrates his 15th an- 
niversary as an entertainer this week....Members of the NBC Break- 
fast Club program reach the studios so early for rehearsals that they 
do not have time for their own breakfasts until after the broadcast, 
when they go to the drugstore for it....It looks as if Charlie Adler, the 
only bachelor among the Yacht Club Boys, will soon lose his single 
blessedness....Art Sorenson, formerly of NBC press relations, is picture 
editor on the Evening Post....Morris Mendell Blumenthal, at one time 
with Sophie Tucker on the road, is now program manager at the Co- 
lumbia station in Bangor, Me....Arnold Johnson gets the orchestra 
assignment when that magazine (True Story), which used to feature 
Mary and Bob, comes back to radio....Mr. and Mrs. Tim Sullivan (Mc- 
Cann Erickson), lost one of their twins last week. 


Stand By 


Pontiac goes on Columbia December 16....Emily Post of etiquette 
fame, is doing the Salada Tea broadcasts at WOR with Princess Kopat- 
kin, a string trio and singers....Phil Spitalny’s vocalist, Ethel Pastor, 
goes into the Chicago Civic Opera company January 3. Her first role 
will be in ‘Aida’....Ed Smalley, who directs the Vagabond glee club 
on the Linit program, is radio’s youngest grandfather. He is forty- 
five....NBC has eight new hostesses. All were fixed for evening clothes, 
each girl having bought several to wear during the opening week at 
Radio City.... Norman Moon, WOR tenor, has gone on tour with Ernie 
Holtz....Ray Heatherton, NBC tenor, will be the new Singing Trouba- 
dour on the Ipana program....Nelson Hesse, manager for Stoopnagle 
and Budd, is throwing a swanky dinner at the Waldorf December 6 for 
the Stoopnocracy Society. 


Just Gossip 


Irene Bordoni is not turning down radio offers....Sylvia Froos has 
replaced Jane Froman on the CBS Kings Beer revue while the 
Froman gal does ‘Follies’ duty up in _  Boston....Helen Baylis, 
twenty-fourth floor hostess at WOR is ill of appendicitis. Her place is 
being taken by Mrs. Harriet S. Lynch, widow of the WOR and NBC an- 
nouncer, who died of peritonitis about four years ago....Fran Frey, who 
used to vocalize with George Olsen, has formed his own dance band 
and is making records....Lulu McConnell, whose bridge-game skit has 
been a vaudeville favorite for years, doesn’t play bridge and doesn’t 
know anything about the game. 


Scrambled Notes 
Lew White was signed for three broadcasts on the B. A. Rolfe Sat- 
urday night show beginning next Saturday (25)....The Riviera Boys, 
Don Kent, Mark Whitney, and Rube Beckwith, are auditioning for a 


cigarette company..... J. A. Livingston, columnist for the Investment 
News, returned to WRNX to resume his weekly series called ‘Talking 
It Over.’ 
Shorts 
Major and Mrs. Edward Bowes (Margaret Illington) celebrated their 
silver wedding anniversary....Warren Hull of WOR’s Grin and Bear 


It act is looking for a new partner....Phil Regan plays the New York 
Roxy this week....Gene Marvey played heavy in stock companies before 
discovering he had a tenor voice. Joe Stewart, writer and composer, 
accompanies Marvey on the air....Boake Carter’s contract has been 
renewed....If all the artists rumored to be on the new CBS Camel pro- 
gram were placed in one show, broadcast would run far into the night 

.-Jap Gude, Columbia publicity chief, goes to Chicago this week, to 
visit the Windy City offices and get a line-up of local doings..... Jo 
Ranson’s (Brooklyn Eagle radio scribe) little girl suffered a broken 
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shoulder when hit by an automobile last week. The child is recover- 
ing rapidly. 


hearing. Fred Sullivan, character 
man with the Bainbridge dramatie 
stock company at the Shubert last 
season, plays the role of the judge, 


Shavers Club 
Oklahoma City. 

A new and unique program over 
KEXR, ‘We Knights of the Rusty 
Blade” Clair Waye and Harold 
Sparks unintentionally started the 
new club while fussing on a piano 
program about the difficulties of 
early morning shaving with cold 
water. 

From letters received the name 
was derived and to be a member 
the radio fan has only to send in 
one old razor blade, request his 
membership and tell why he listens 
to such a program. In four days’ 
time the program gained unusual 
interest by out of town listeners as 
well as local fans, if ample fan mail 
is any criterion. 

‘Strange Facts’ Program 
Charlotte, N. C. 

WSOC has started a series of pro« 
grams known as ‘Strange Facts,’ 
sponsored by L. W. Driscoll, Ine. 
The program deals’ with little 
known and unusual facts about the 





world in general, and North and 
South Carolina in particular. 
Presented in dramatized form 


with a musical background and re- 
quires a cast of about ten people. 
It runs for half an hour and is 
plugged with fan-fared announce- 
ments, each giving a strange fact, 
Program is most ambitious pres- 
(Continued on page 46) 


WANTED 
FOR RADIO! 


Artists who imitate stars of 
stage, screen, night club and 
radio. Individual or 13-week 
half-hour network contract, 
Write complete details with 
names of stars you imitate 
best, State if singer, instru- 
mentalist, dramatic; also 
lowest salary. Replies con- 
fidential. Agents’ lists so- 
licited, 


Address PROGRAM BUILDER 
Box 50, Variety, New York 

















THE GREEK AMBASSADOR 
OF GOOD WILL 


GEORGE 
GIvoT 


M-G-M STUDIOS 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
Sole Direction 


HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 














YD Ry: ESN oH eB 
FRED ALLEN’S 
@ 


PORTLAND HOFFA 
ROY ATWELL 
JACK SMART 
Direction of Walter Batchelor 
Fed Bh A in I RH 


THE SONGSMITHS 
FERDIE GROFE’S MUSIC 
And HIS ORCHESTRA 
NOW PLAYING 


a SALAD BOWL REVUE 
WEAF—Fridays—9 P.M. E.S.T. @ 
Made possible through the courtesy of 

DeWITT CLINTON HOTEL 

ALBANY 


with 
Hellmann’s Mayonnaise 9 
Direction MCA 























KMBC, Kansas City, will make a 
civic celebration of the opening on 
Nov. 25 of its new transmitter. 

CBS will participate in cere- 
monies with a salute from New 
and California, while KMBC 
itself will feed the network the 
governors of Missouri and Kansas. |} 





NOW TOURING 


WLS BARN DANCE 
and MERRY-GO-ROUND CREW 


Making the Money for the Theatres and Entertaining the Public 


RADIO STATION WLS, CHICAGO 
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Radio Chatter 





New York 


Cliff Clifton no longer piloting the 
Rev. Tom Noonan. 

Gertrude Robinson, former ac- 
tress, is an authority on early Amer- 
ican history, about which she is de- 
livering a series of talks over NBC. 

With Gene and Glenn again filling 
early a.m. spot over NBC, Dick Lei- 
bert, Radio City Music Hall organ- 
ist, is now broadcasting a 15-min- 
ute noontime program. 

Harold Kemp, NBC 
vice, visiting Chicago 
Novis’ behalf. 

Earle Bachman, formerly with 
Amalgamated Broadcasting System 
as sales director, now selling for 
Scott Howe Bowen. 

Thomas Patrick Convey, KWK, 
St. Louis, on for NBC’s party to the 
affiliated stations, made it a four- 
day stay. 

Tom Rockwell, on a deer hunt in 
Canada, found himself cut off from 
civilization by a blizzard. 

Lum and Abner gathered some 
neat press breaks during their New 
York stay. 

Richard Mack doing Irving Mills’ 
publicity and advertising. 

It’s a 13-weeker for Shirley How- 
ard on the Molle (NBC) spasm. 

Al Shayne, m. ec. at the King’s 
Terrace, Broadway nitery, claims 
the record marathon radio contract. 
It’s for three years with Sally’s Fur 
Shop broadcasting every day on 
WMCA and twice Saturdays at 5 





Artists Ser- 
in Donald 








HEADLINING 
PALACE 


NEW YORK 
This Week (Nov. 17) 


JACK 
ARTHUR 


ALIAS 


“JOHNNY HART” 


WOR BARITONE 


Direction HARRY ROMM 











amare Sa ca: 


CONRAD 
THIBAULT 


Wednesday, 8:30-9 P.M. 
WABC 


Thursday, 9-10 P.M. 
WEAF 


PARAMOUNT, New York 
This Week (Nov. 17) 
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THE 


SIZZ- 
LERS 


ANNOUNCE THAT THEIR 
FAMOUS PISTASCHIO NUT 
SONG IS PUBLISHED 
SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN & CO. 


Personal Direction CHARLES A. BAYHA 























GEORGE 
and 


GRACIE 


ALLEN 


—® WHITE OWL @— 


Every Wednesday 
Evening at 9:30 P.M. 


L——@ WABC @—— 


Direction WM. MORRIS AGENCY 




















and 9 p. m. Bob Haring orchestra 
is with Shayne. 


Arthur Simon has quit the Musi- | 
cal Courier where he was radio edi- | 
| tor to 


join Gotham Advertising 
agency. 


George Lottman says Helen Dan- 


iels, WOR, graduated from Colum- 
bia law school and makes up her 
own contracts for theatrical en- 


gagements., 

Leo Reisman will troupe 35 musi- 
cians and George Gershwin on a 
four-week tour of the sticks in Jan- 


uary. 
East 


Irving Friedberg, off and on as 
announcer at WICC, Bridgeport, is 
off again, but is still being heard 
over the station as m.c, of the walk- 
athon in Stamford. Friedberg’s 
mike job has been taken by Eddie 
Lush of West Haven. 

Gus Meyers, Jr., ex-Bridgeport 
fiddler, touring with Barney Rapp’s 
New Englanders, currently at Neth- 
erlands-Plaza, Cincy. 

Mountain Melodeers, hill-billy 
string ensemble, doubling between 
WICC, Bridgeport, and WTIC, Hart- 
ford. Jimmy Milne, announcer at 
the Bridgeport station, goes along 
as front man. 

Eddie Mayehoff introducing new 
WICC program combining songs 
and imitations in newsreel frame, 
backed by Eric Peterson’s ork. 
Troupe appearing nightly at Ar- 
monk, N, Y., beer garden. 

Babe Miller, New Haven warbler 
who made good on WICC, through 
as songstress with Barney Rapp’s 








band. Parents wouldn't let her 
travel. 

Morris Rosenthal, manager of 
Majestic (Poli), Bridgeport, doing 
weekly  film-chatter stint over 
WICC. 


Maurice Randall, one-time stock 
actor in England and Canada, re- 
cently celebrated his tenth anniver- 
sary in Schenectady as WGY'’s 
character man. First role with 
WGY Players was in ‘The Fool,’ di- 
rected by Edward H. Smith, now of 
Wowod, Ft. Wayne. 

‘Uncle Henry’ McDaniel back with 
Johnny Johnson’s ork, over WGY, 
after heading a unit of his own for 
some time. 

Arthur Lane and Roy Vandenburg 
did one of their WOKO song and 


piano programs in person at the 
Delmar (N, Y.) theatre. 
John Gihons have a son. Papa is 


program manager for KDKA, Pitts- 
burgh, 

Latest Kentucky cunnul is Bill 
Hedges, station manager of KDKA, 
Pittsburgh, who has just been com- 
missioned. 

NBC and Elsie Lichtenstul, stylist 
at WJAS, Pittsburgh, both celebrate 
their birthday on the same day. 

Ed Sprague, succeeding Tony 
Wakeman as sports reporter over 
KDKA, Pittsburgh, also doubling on 
WWSW, Pittsburgh, for two weeks 
due to Wakeman pulling out ahead 
of schedule. 

Ernie Holst, airing over KDKA, 
Pittsburgh, tossed a party for Pitts- 
burgh radio celebs at William Penn 
hotel’s Chatterbox, where he’s now 
playing. 

Marty Gregor’: 
nite club. airing 
KDKA, Pittsburgh. 

Ruth Fenton, formerly with sev- 
eral Philadelphia stations, has 
joined continuity staff of WCAE, 
Pittsburgh, preparing poetic intro- 
ductions for programs from 9 a. m. 
to 1 p. m. 

Dutch Haid, WWSW, Pittsburgh, 
has lined up almost 1,000 Thanks- 
giving dinners for poor kiddies. 


Mid-West 


WJW, Akron, has newcomer in 
Art Graham, formerly WCAH, Co- 


band at Gay Paree 
regularly over 





lumbus. 
That swanky letterhead used by 
WSM, Nashville, consumes four 


pages of paper, the third page be- 
ing devoted to a huge tower pre- 
dominating over a globe. 

3everly Hutchins on Perfection 
3akers program over WOWO, Fort 
Wayne, 

Recent guests on Lester Spen- 
cer’s ‘Question © Box’. hour’ on 
Wowo, Fort Wayne, were: Clif- 
ford Milnor, radio editor of Journal- 
Gazette, who talked on current 
trends in broadcasts, and Robert 
Baral, film reviewer on same sheet, 
down for a Hollywood merry-go- 
round. 

Bert Gilbert handling m. c. duties 
on new Chatterbox dance program 
over WGL, Fort Wayne. 

WOW, Omaha, brings in its third 
remote ork with Harry Fisher's 
band from the Cabete, four days 
per week. 

Both KOIL and WOW picking up 
from Omaha’s Junior Chamber of 
Commerce's House of Tomorrow 
Walter Vogt at mike for first, Harry 
3urke for WOW. 

KOIL’s Krime Klan back on 
air Saturdays at 10:30 p. m. for 
Hart Jenks produces these 


the 
the 


ody with the Melody Lady (Esther 
Clark) pooling their talents to make 
a new program, ‘The Three of Us.’ 

John Chapel, WOW, scheduled to 
give Omaha Woman’s Club a trav- 


program listing idea to the Mc- 
Claren Rubber company, local tire 
manufacturers, and the WSOC pro- 
grams will appear in the Charlotte 
News, afternoon, in advertising 





change frequency. Joe K. Jernigan, 
Cc. W. Reddock and J. C. Smith are 
the owners. 

WGST enjoined from broadcast- 
ing dramatization of the murder of 


|elog lecture on Asia early in De-| space furnished by McClaren. Local| Benny Lichtenstein, widely known 
| cember. dailies recently eliminated program |Atlanta man-about-town. Family 
WKBF, Indianapolis, is putting listings from news columns, objected. 
, « Ss, . tS > 2 “Te » . , 
on a big barn dance program every ‘Crossed Wires, a community maex © net, orchestra conductor, 
Saturday night from 7 p. m. until] chest play, was presented over |has dropped music for the time be- 
sign-off time WWNC, Asheville, N. C., last week |ing and has joined the commercial 
estas ae : > R re Cc — avers, | Staff of WAPI, Birmingham. 
WFBM, Indianapolis, has a re-|>Y Biltmore Junior College players. | "vy hdin Kay. wene 1] manager of 
mote pickup from a new 3.2 spot Planned to help local chest drive. 7 3B Gin Nay, = rai manager oO 
a ’ : SB, announce ie program 
known as ‘Dinty Moore’s.’ ‘Aunt Sally,’ formerly conductor | Secemeeinaas Saturd A. BE tng ND 
Gene Barth, salesman at WFBM,| of a children’s hour over WBT, |] ‘UCC °D te a : a 
, dent Roosevelt made an address, 





Charlotte, N. C., appeared before 
the Gastonia Kiwanis club in a 
program of popular songs last week 
Guy Lombardo and His Royal 
Canadians played Greenville No- 
vember 20 for the royal court ball, 


Indianapolis, has succumbed to the 
sneezing and coughing fad. 

Don Hastings, local radio pioneer 
at Indianapolis, has inaugurated an 
Inquiring Reporter broadcast over 
WKEBPF., 


Harry Richman dropped out of | honoring Miss Edna Taylor, of 
the Radio charity revue because of | Washington, N. C., chosen by the 
the Actor’s Fund 25% of the gross} American Legion as ‘Miss North 
clause, Carolina.’ 

Ed Peterson is the appointment WWNC, Asheville, N. C., has 
fiend of radio row. started a Saturday night ‘Shindig’ 


program. The Lovingood Sisters 
String band was featured last Sat- 
urday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Crutchfield 
have moved to Charlotte, N. C., 
from Greenville, S. C. Mr. Crutch- 
field is a new announcer for WBT. 

Bo Buford, WBT torch singer, is 
back on the air after recovery from 
a broken leg. 

William Counts, chief engineer at 
WACO, transferred to KOMA, Ok- 
lahoma City, same position. 

Troy Broadcasting Co., of Troy, 
Alabama, granted permission to 
move station WHET to Dotham and 


Art Linick’s frau in the hosp. 
getting an official o.o. 

WGN figuring on a sustaining re- 
vue show featuring Hal Kemp and 
WGN warblers. 

Ken Carpenter, NBC sales mer. 
and Leonard Erickson, CBS sales 
megr., both out of town hunting up 


South 


Commercial Manager Bill Irwin, 
for WSOC, Charlotte, has sold a 


Inside Stufl—Radio 














During Rudy Vallee’s stay in Hollywood George Faulkner of J. Walter 


Kay served as announcer for both 
NBC and CBS. 

WSB’'s October business was the 
best since the depresh. 

WGST, Atlanta, included in CBS 
stations getting Byrd’s Antarctic 
broadcasts sponsored by General 
Foods. 

Georgia Tech allows 
phones inside stadium. 

For first time in history WSB, 
WGST and WJTL linked for broad- 


no micro- 


cast. Unusual co-operation was 
for the Atlanta Community Chest 
drive, 


yeorge D. Walker, back at WSJS, 
Winston-Salem, N. C., after touch 
of flu. 

Rev. H. B. Jackson, Negro Meth- 
odist minister, who has built up 
quite a following with his baritone 
broadcasts accompanying himself 
at piano, has been moved to Char- 
lotte. His WSJS broadcasts twice 
weekly brought quite a bit of fan 


(Continued on page 50) 








Thompson's New York program writing and producing staff will do the | 
supervising of the Fleischmann Thursday night show. Faulkner will | 
leave a few days before Vallee (Dec. 8) to line up available ta! -nt for | 
the first of the west coast originated series. Understood that for the | 
Thursday variety event Fleischmann will have free access to the names | 
and near names in the Fox studios, where Vallee is set to do his pic- | 
ture making. 

Although Rudy Vallee’s contract with the Hollywood Restaurant has 
him tied up here until the end of February, a clause in the document 
allows for his picture making withdrawal. Vallee’s men stay on the 
job, during his west coast picture making absence with the warbler- 
leader himself slated to step back into the spot on his return to New 
York Jan. 20. 

Fleischmann yeast has Vallee tabbed to resume on the Thursday night 
broadcast out of New York Jan. 18. 


Will Rogers—and George M. Cohan, when he returns to Good Gulf— 
are reported collecting at the rate of $5,000 per. Both stars donate a 
sizeable chunk of that income to fixed charities. 


Jack Frost Sugar Hour 
NBC Network 

Personal Direction 

James F. Gillespie 

1560 B’way, N. Y. 


. 
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BELASCO 


WABC 
12 P.M. 


Sat., 11.30 P.M.—Mon., 
Fri., 12.30 P.M. 





Almost every notable collecting big money from the air, now donates 
some or even all of it to charity. Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt set the pace 
by turning all of the $1,000 she received from Pond’s last year to a 











|} amount, 


charity. 


New setup in the New York office of the Joseph Katz agency has pro- 
gram producing functions split between Jack Nelson and H. Lawrence 
Holcomb, with the former handling the musical end and Holcomb in the 
post of dramatic director. Pair replace Joseph Barnett, the agency’s 
original program department head. Nelson was formerly with Lord & 
Thomas. 


Radio men see significance in Al Smith’s visit to Washington, D. C., 
in view of his chairmanship of the board of the Federal Broadcasting 
Corp. (WMCA, New York), which has been talking about another chain 
of large proportions. 

Federal’s proposed line-up of 17 stations concentrated east of the 
Mississippi has been much discussed of late. 





Clicquot Club is supposed to have felt the advent of beer, as also the 
other mixers and soft drinks, but CC is planning a return to the ether 
in the spring with Harry Reser again maestroing the Eskimos. Reser 
was on for five years straight for Clicquot, rating as one of the oldest 
and longest commercial. 


Jimmy Durante is being offered around to the ad agencies at $5,000 
a broadcast. Letter by Ralph G. Farnum, the comic’s agent, advising 
the admen of Durante’s availability at that figure indicates that Metro 
is amenable to any broadcasting arrangement as long as it doesn’t in- 
terfere with the Schnozzle’s picture making. 


Several radio stations through the midwest are grumbling about a time 
broker’s failure to make payment for oil company announcements. 

After programs were on the air time broker offered notes or else. 
Notes were originally for 30 days but have been renewed several times 
with money still not forthcoming. 


Mildred Bailey talked herself out of the Camel commercial. She was 
all set at $750 but later asked for $1,000 with the Casa Loma orchestra, 
and insisted on none of the C. L. bandsmen doing any vocalizing. Re- 
sulted in the band being set but no ticket for Miss Bailey. 


Ed Wynn has decided not to pay out of his own funds the $4,900 in 
salary claimed by the employees of the bankrupt Amalgamated Broad- | 


Defunct web’s employees have been shifting their claims from one law 
firm to another. Several brought their plaints last week to the attention 
of a New York City magistrate and tried to prevail u,on him to issue 
summonses against ABS officers in connection with s: checks that 
bounced back, 


lary 





(19) the New York Edison 


wn te f ly KFAB and In an ad in the New York dailies Sunday 

: aKker rmeriy SP. 5 a i | ’ } : 4 

Ww oy = ci WOW " Omaha “nig Co. called attention to the cheapness with which a radio set can be kept 
Ad , ona , mana, an- . , , on , 1 | 

nouncing | going during the course of an evening. Ad was captioned, ‘The World's | 
WOW’s Melody and Counter Mel- ! Greatest Show for lige. 


casting System. Comic was on the verge of clearing up this end of the | RYAN and NOBLETTE 
ABS’ obligations when his lawyer advised him against -.he move on the! Brown Derby and Humboldt Beer 
ground that if he assumed this debt pressure would be brought upon him | Mon. 7 eee PST., 
. a } a s 
to pay off on others. Irving Trust, as receiver for the ABS, was amen- Carefree Carnival, Sat., 9 P.M., . 
able to taking care of the salary claims if Wynn signed a note for the |j{ KPO and Transcontinental Networ 
| NBC SAN FRANCISCO 


NIGHTLY 
ST MORITZ HOTEL, NEW YORE 


Sole Direction HERMAN BERNIB 
1619 Broadway, New. York 


Isham 


Jomes 
Orchestra 


COMMODORE HOTEL, N. Y. ' 
The big show sponsored by 
EX LAX every Monday, 9:30- 
10 P.M. Sustaining—Tuesdays. 
Thursdays and Fridays, 11:30- 
12 P.M.; Saturdays, 11-11:15 
P.M., coast to coast, WABC 

















Direction 
Colambia Broadcasting System 


LYMA 


AND HIS 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 


COAST-TO-COAST 
WABC 


SUNDAY, 2:30 p. m.-3 p. m, 
WED., 
8:30 p. m,. 
9 p. m, 























TIM and IRENE!. 














soe Parsons 


Radio’s Low Voice 
AS ‘EDELWEISS JOE’ 


Monday, 9:30-10 P. M. WMAQ 


Wednesday, 9-9:30 P. M. 
SINCLAIR MINSTREL 
Every Mon., 8 P.M., N.B.C. 
CHICAGO 
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STAND. BRANDS ;" WAITT & BOND 
(Baker's? (Blackstone) a * 
7:30-Su-WJIZ 8-Tu-WEAF Z f ul CVDIeCWS 
| Joe Penner Julia Sanderson 
Harriet Hilliard Frank Crumit 
Ozzie Nelson Orc Parker Fennely 
| 8- “ -WE AF Jack Shilkert Orc 
WEEK OF NOV. nortboal Ge | be o. PETIT PALAIS DELMONICO’S 
Rer ah 
Geeveecespisniipemeinbienn Gecrge Olsen Ore (Ovaltine) E fee 5 ies ee . ee ere an . ae ; 
This Department lists sponsored programs on both networks, 8-Th- WE ‘vo , ieee wee New York, Nov. 18. | arg sre agg a Com- 
. : ’ le hm in ° J i Yinle « , o aMae4»rs, < o- ce ) va 
arranged alphabetically under the advertiser’s name. Rudy Vallee and M'g’t Floy Hughes John (of Nick ane oar en known to clubs, hotels eae ele 
All time is p. m. unless otherwise noted Where one advertise | His Conn. Yanke | Allan Baruck erate the highly successfu u , 2 at Picture 
d S p. , ss vi ted. advertiser . , ‘Henrietta Ted Simplon) with his brother, Ernest houses, has put down its stake 
as , ° ° ners . — amen Mate : _— a ee Ern szubiisch enrietta edro : ple l ° 4 St, ceg 
yy ha og _taaticinges decays Aare ets gts Miriam Hopains Harry Cansdale run the new Petit Palais. Ernest | here for what should be a beneficial 
An asterisk before name indicates advertising agency handling Lean & Mayfield *Klackett , ti irec ;| Stay. 
- = . ’ ta pt A ; , . is the actual operating director as 
account, ' STD. Oli (N.Y) ms Mot wn his brother ana Nick have their sand succeeds Paul Tremaine anq 
Abbreviations: Su (Sunday); M (Monday); Tu (Tuesday); W 8-M-WEAF Warden Lawes, hands full handling the Simplon cole ny which opened the club a 
‘e esday); 7 Thursd: : F (Friday); S: ‘ av Socony Sketches *Cecil, Warwick -her ‘le rors is ‘esently a} month or so ago, and Friday & 
dhs su cmd Miele lately sna ReMi chi STical iNG PROD - ewan ar annen ee ushered in a new floor show tor oo 
: ‘KLING PROD.| -Su- ° ~ aye : Sen a t that retains some of the f 
; : ' 7 — 8:30-W-WEAF Tamara ro -alais is »w home of | SP° : 1e fea. 
ACME LEAD __8-Su-WEAF 2-Su-WIZ WLS Barn Dance (Phillips Mag) | Davis Percy Petit Palais is the hich not the | tures of the opening performance 
6:30-Su-W ABC Eddie Cantor ‘Bar X_ Ranch’ “Wade ‘Waltz Time’ Gene Rodemich the old Club Europa, which was the et gemeraliy ieapresses fe en 
Smiling E MeCon'll rR - “arson Robison MOLLE CO. Abe Lyman Ore Men About Town forerunner of the brownstone front provement. sweets “5 an iMe 
: > nl "ds alt. Thomp. | Buekaroos 7-M-W-F-WEAF Panik “Blackett i , ari hoic isi 1 
a : *pD’s MER - 2 oon aoe Frank Munn nitery, offerin choice cuisine anc 
saat pera <4 hg CHEVROLET 7:30-M-W-F-WJZ | Roxanne Wallace 5-M-Th-F-WABC WELCH GRAPE | tra service every respect to a Aaronson’s music is a distinct as. 
Ce T-WARC. yt a (Beenamint) William Edmonson | ‘Skippy’ 7:45-M-W-F-WIZ | ce ning bership - card cli-| S¢t both to the show and the pa- 
Pe. sTarle Jack Benny — ‘Pot & Pearl’ Southernaires 4 *Blackatt Irene Rich restricted membership - carc cli- trons who would essay to danc 
Sieatett ’ Mary Livingstone Joseph_ Greenwald “Stack-Goble SUN OIL *Erwin-Wesey entele. ce te c ice to 
AMEK ROLLING Frank Black Lou Welch BENJ. MOORE 6:45- Daily-WAZ WHEATENA aay on —. it between the three performances 
Al “5 Bt NG ( amyp.-Ewald ; *McC.-Erick, 11:30-W-WEAF Lowell Thomas 7:15-Dally-WEAF n its new location, e =. pre -| of the bill nightly. It’s a sweet and 
“neo tren Master’ | “Lene HECKER H-O | Retty Moore *Roche-Williams ‘Billy Bachelor’ ably senses the trend of the times| mellow band, well in hand on all 
A Mn Grane ne a Low Write. oo i overs Raymene eee and aims to insure and cement @| occasions and in the dispensing of 
. = srantlar i é J 3 [CLLE . sutterfiel ice avenpo i ‘ a = ihe . a § 
—. a co Jessica Dragonette | ‘H-Bar-O Rangers’ 10:45-M-W-F- 10-F-W ABC *McKee-Albright following by offering a rather pre-e popular dance tunes brings out the 
me. es Cavaliers Bobby Benson WABC Olsen & Johnson WILDROOT tentious little floor show for a $2 rhythm and swing that helps those 
Magic Car} Lord & Thomas Nell O'Malley ‘Bill & Ginger’ King’s Jesters 4:15-Su-WEAF club dinner and reasonably priced + s 
Jack Pearl CLIMALINE Florence Hailen NAT'L SUGAR c } who need help. 
Cliff Hall oa - . waRECE N. 4 SUG Harry Sosnick Vee & Johnny scale on beverages, etc. Witl ] rie 
Rot ; 8 12-Tu-Th-WEAF | Billy Hallop 9:30-M-WJIZ ‘J. Walt. Thomp. |*B. B., D. & O. ith a lot of experience behind, 
ported eapenene ——, a head John Barthe Melody Singers TASTYEAST WOODBURY As the name indicates, it’s all de-| the 13 bandsmen among the Com.- 
DeMarco Sisters “DEL & W COAL te ta” + a eaa __ 12:15-Su- bate aye al» signed in the continental manner] manders respond faithfully to the 
oy ocemae OTe 6 340-2U-'E N= W AME my ABC ee CUTEX BabeeNas CO. [Elsie Hitz with the show to suit. Even the} careful and dignified direction of its 
a ee ‘Little Italy’ Lester Tremaine 9-F-WJIZ 9:30-Tu-WEAF Nick Dawson m. c. is a direct-from-Cannes im-| leader, Aaronson, an unassuming 
me i ee OO A Phil Harris Ed Wynn *Lennon & M. portation, Guy Rennie, who is an|type who sticks to his baton and 
Ethel Waters REX COLE ‘Hlackett EY onomp. | Orham McNamee | WYETH CHEM. | American originally who couldn’'t| his music strictly. 
eae, 7-Tu-Su-WEAF JOHNSON & SON NATIONAL OIL «Hanft-Netzger 1:30-Tu-W-Th-F- | set to first base in his homeland In addition to the band routines 
‘eanen & Mitchell | “curnseueile feloor Wax) | 11:15-T-F-WABC u. Ss. TOBACCO WABC but who clicked big on the cote} the club offers the Three Roberts 
a oT eae Sade) — ea ready on a A a eal d'Azur and after his foreign con-| Gros., a harmony trio spotted here 
9:30-M-WEAF 10:15-daily-WJZ Keenan & Phillips 10-W-F-WABC Halt Hr las: bom aie WASEY quests becomes a prophet in his/ by NBC and announced as presented 
a ‘Clara Lu & Em’ H. J. HEINZ CO. | Dave, Bunny & G | J C Nugent 12-M-Th-F-WABC | Own home town. He paces the pro-| by the broadcasting company. They 
fa % ne Loulne a is nk a Fg Bunny Coughlin Premiere Quartet ‘Voice of Experi'ce’| ceedings and while perhaps a bit} work around a mike in harmony 
« s* e a § shine 7 s y wre “ , . ivac « . » - : s 
ARMOUR Heien King “HOLLANDER I “ete i. *McC.-Eric Sayles Taylor forward he strives hard for the ne-| novelty numbers, all playing instru- 
9:30-F-WJZ . YL; TW oom vste UNION CENTRAL Srwin-W asey cessary intimacy which a small ca- , 
Phi k Lord & Thomas 9:30-Tu-WIZ *J. L. Prescott 5-Su-WABC WRIGLEY sary In y smi é ments, and also move around the 
I sani CRAZY ¢ hp ‘Men of Daring’ PACIFIC BORAX | ‘Roses & Drums’ 7-M-Th-F-WABC | pacity such as this requires. floor singing at close range to tables 
Mabel Albertson en i le anne weer ‘Desth Valle Das moanete, Lave nt er Pomeroy and Earle have staged] on the fringe between shows. Boys 
, ; 7 “e ‘ 120 2 MY . . “ : Ms af 
ig ny Gene Arnold Edward Davies Tim Frawley tobt 1’ Haines Finan mamerel the show which is headed by Fran- | make a good impression. 
Neil ‘Sisters mele S, awes Chicago a Capella | Joseph Tell Blaine Cordner *Frances Hooper ces Langford, radio chanteuse, Illis| _ Floor show retains its m. c., Sid 
BSW. Nee Ging twa [7° Howttex [Ete Miving’ | «MauG Zheme | gQhOQPEIEY | Deon and Joy Lynne, supplementary | Tomack, Sue Chrysler, blues singer, 
, ah ‘ . ’ 4 » ‘4 y sc Ss. .ES : ae ; : ’ 08 by r . > 
A. 8. BOYLE __ 10-W-F-WEAF 8:30-Tu-Th-WIZ | Joseph ltonime Ore 5 :30-Th-WIZ Ring Crosby vocal soloists, Judd Rhys and and Val Vestoff, smart hooting 
BS hag wane Mystery Chef Dr H Bundesen *McC.Erick. Michael HViartlett Lennie Hayton George Owens, singing comedians,| youngster. Additions include Floria 
y I f 9:(5-Ta-Th-WARC | ‘Lord & Thomas PEPSODENT RCA VICTOR *Lennon & M. and Crawford and Caskey, dancers.| Vestoff, who works with Val and 


‘Lazy Dan’ 

Irving Kaufman 

*Blackett 
BARBASOL 

8:30-M-Irh-F-WABC 

‘Singin’ aam’ 

Sam Frankel 

*Erwin Wasev 

CREEK 


Tainted “Dreams? 
irma Phillips 
Ireene Wicker 


BAYER 
9:30-Su-WEAF 
Frank Munn 
Virginia Rea 
Ohman & Arden 
Rert Hirsch 
Haensehen Ore 
*Blac'rett 
BEECH-NUT 
:45-M-W-F-WJIZ 
Red Mavis’ 
*M°C -Eric 
BEST FOODS 
(Hellmon’s) 
9-Vri-WEAF - 
Fred Allen 
Portland Hoffa 
Roy Atwell 
Songemiths 
Ferde Grofe Ore 
*Benton-Rowles 
BISODOL 
2-£n-WABC 
Helen Morgan 
Albert Bartlett 
*Blackett 
BOURJOIS 
8-Su-WABC 
‘Evening in Paris’ 
Koth Carrington 
Milt Watson 
*Kederal 
*Redfield 
BORDEN 
10:45-Tu-WIZ 
"Marie Moments’ 
Vee T.awnhurst 
Murieil Pollock 
Marcella Sheilds 
Walter Seanilon 
Jane Ellison 
(9:30-Sa-WEAF) 
(None Such Mince) 
Leo Reisman’s Orc 
Yacht Club Roys 
Vivien Ruth 
*Youn¢-R: 


12:30- Su-W ABC 
Tite Guizar 
*¥rank Preshy 
BRISTOT Sry ERS 

9-W-WEAF 
Ivana Troubadours 
*Pedlar & Rvan 
CALIF. PACKING 

9:30-M-WEAF 
H Marrett Dobbs 
Dorie & Kn'bocker 

Onartets 

M Wilson Ore 

CALSODENT CoO, 

4:15-Tu-WEAF 

Marlev R Sherris 

CAMPAGNA 
5:30-Su-WIZ 

"Grand Hotel’ 

Ann Seymour 
Art Jacobson 
Don Ameche 
Betty Winkler 
Gene Rovee 

10-¥-WEAF 

‘First Niehter’ 
June Meredith 
Don Ameche 
Cartton Brickert 
Ciiff Soubier 
E Sagenauist’s Ore 
Aubrev Moore 

CARPRORUNDIM 

9:30-Sa-WABC 

Frank D’Andréa 
*F. H. Greene 
CARLET’N-HOVEY 

(Father John) 
7:15-W-WJIZ 
John Herrick 

H Sanford’s Ore 
*Cecil Warwick 
CARNATION MILK 

10-M-WEAF 
Gene Arnold 
Lullabv Lady 
M lL Eastman 
Jean Paul King 
*Erwin. Wasev 
CENTAUR 
(Fletcher's) 
8:30-W-WABC 
Albert Spalding 
*Youne & Rubicam 

CHAPPELL BROS, 

7:45-Su-WABC 
‘Rin Tin Tin’ 
*Nogers & Smith 
CHAS KE-SAN BUKN 

(Stand, Brands) 


‘Mystery Chef’ 
6-M-Tu-W-Th- 
WABC 

‘Buck Rogers’ 
*McC.-Eric. 
CONT. BAKING 
8-M-W-F-WARBC 
Scrappy Lambert 
Frank Luther 
s. BD, mm @ OO. 
CORN PRODUCTS 
10:45-M-W-F- 
WABC 
Will Osborne 
Pedro de Cordoba 
*Hellwig 
CRAZY WATER 
10:30-Su-Tu-Th- 
F-WABC 
Carson Robison 
*McC.Eric. 
CREAM WHEAT 
10-Su-WABC 
Ange'o Patri 
*J. Wait. Thomp, 
EX-LAX 
9:30-M-WABC 
‘The Big Show’ 
Lulu McConnell 
Gertrude Niesen 
Isham Jones 
*Ratz 


+ H 
7:45-Su-WEAF 
Wendell Hall 
K W Ramsey 
FORD DEALERS 

7:30-Su-W EAF 
sam & Abner 


7:30-daily-WEAF 
Bert Hirsch Ore 
*Pack 
GEN, BAKING 
5:39-Su-WABC 
Julia Sanderson 
Krank Crumit 
ss 2. o. & 2. 
GENERAL CIGAR 
9:30-W-WABC 
Guy J.ombardo 
Burns & Allen 
*J. Walt. Themp. 
GNERAL FOODS 
9:30-F-WABC 
‘All American 
Football Show’ 
*Young & Rubican 
10-Sa-WABC 
‘Byrd Expedition’ 
*Young & Rubican 
GENERAL FOODS 
11:45-Tu-WEAF 
Frances Lee Barton 
*Young & Rubican 
5:45-M-W-F-WEAYr 
(Jello) 
‘Wizard of Oz’ 
Nancy Kelly 
Jack Smart 
Junius Mathews 
Parker Fennelly 
*Young & Rubicam 
9-Th-WEAF 
(Maxwell) 
Winninger 
Ross 
Hanshaw 
Thibault 
Wilson 
‘Molasses 'n‘ Jan'’ry 
Don Vorhees Orc 
*Lenton-Rowles 
GENERAL MILES 
5:30-Daily-WABC 
‘Jack Armstrong, 
All American Boy’ 
12:30-Daily-W ABC 
‘Flashes’ 
GENERAL MILLS 
4-Daily-WIZ 
‘Retty & Bob’ 
Retty Churchill 
Don Ameche 
Betty Winkler 
Art Jacobson 
Carl Brickert 
Touis Roen 
*hlackett 
GENERAL TIRE 
10-Tu-W EAF 
Harold Stokes Ore 
Harlow Wilcox 
“Carl Brichert 
*iiays McFarircnd 
A.C, GILBERT CO. 
(Erector) 
6:45-Su-WdIZ 
Walter Tetley 
Chas UL 


GUI 
9-W-F Ww! ABC 
Irvin S Cobb 
Al Goodman 
9-Su-WJZ 
Will Rogers 
Revelers 
Goodman Orc 
*Cecil Warwick 


Chas 
Lanny 
Aneite 
Cenrad 
Muriel 


HOUSEHOLD 
8-Tu-WJIZ 

Edgar A Guest 

Alice Mock 

Jos noomner's Ore 


<<. 2 wee 
HU DSON MOTORS 
10-Sa-WEAF 


‘Sat Night Party’ 
R A Rolfe Ore 
ILew White 
*Blackman 
HUMPHREYS 
(Remedies) 
9-M-W-F-WEAF 
Morning Home C 
JEDDO COAL 
7:15-Th-F-S-WJZ 
3 Musketeers 
Ichn Brewster 
*N. W. Ayer 
JERGEN’S 
9:30-Sn-WIZ 
Walt. Winchell! 
*J. Wait. Thomp. 
JUNMNS-MANV LEE 
8:30-M-WEAF 
Floyd Gibbons 
Vivtor Young’s Ore 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
KELLOGG 
5:30-Daily-WJIZ 
Sinving Lady 
Wicker 
W. Ayer 
KRAFT- PHENIX 
10-Th-WEAF 
P Whiteman Ore 
Deems Taylor 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
KINGS BREW 
7.30-Sa-WABC 
‘King’s Henchmen’ 
Jane Froman 
Charles Carlile 
Yreddie TBerrens 
KOLYNOS 
7:15-M-Th-F-WABC 
Just Plain Bill 
Arthur Hughes 
*Blackett 
LADY ESTHER 
10-M-WABC 
Wayne-King Ore 
*Stack-Goble 
3-Su-WEAF 
Wayne King’s Ore 
LAMONT-CORLISS 
(Pond's) 
9:30-F-WEAF 
T.ee Wiley 
Victor Young Orc 
(Nestles) 
8-F-WJIZ 
Ethel Shutta 
Walter O'Keefe 
Ion Bestor Ore 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
LARUs 
(Edgeworth) 
10-W-WEAF 
Corn Cob Pipe Club 
of Virginia 
*BEDEO 
LIEBMAN 
8-Sa-WJIZ 
Ray Perkins 
Shirley Howard 
Louis A Witten 
*Hanff- Metzger 
LINIT 
9-Su-WABC 
Jane Froman 
Julius Tannen 
Erno Rappee 
Nino Martini 
*HMellwig 
LIONEL TRAINS 
4-Su-WIZ 
Wilmer Walter 
James McCallion 
*Fuller Smith 
LUXOR 
(Armour) 
5:30-Su-WEAF 
‘Talkie Pic Time’ 
June Meredith 
John Goldsworthy 
John Stanford 
Gilbert Douglas 
Murray Forbes 
*N. W. Ayer 
LORILLARD 
(Old Gold) 
10-W-WABC 
Fred Waring 
‘lennon & M. 
LOUDEN P’CKING 
(Dogcie Dinner) 
5:45-Th-WABC 
‘Stamp Adventures’ 
MALTEX 
1:30-Sua-W FEAF 
Dale Carnegie 
Harold Sanford Ore 
*Samtl Croot 
MET. LIFE CO. 
6:45-Daily-WEAF 
Arthur Iiagley 
DR. MILES i. AB’S 


James Waters 


| SPRAGUE 


7-Daily-WJIZ 
Amos ‘n’ Andy 
‘Rise of Gold’ 
rertrude Berg 


*Lord & Thomas 


PHILCO 
7:45-M-W-f-WABL 
FRoake Carter 
*¥. W. Armstrong 
PHILIP MORRIS 

9:30-W-WEAF 
Leo Reisman's Orc 
Phil Duey 
*Biow 
PILLSBURY 
10-20-Daily-WJIZ 
Irma Phillips 
tess Johnson 
Walter Wickler 
*Hutchinson 
11-M-W-F-WABC 
‘Cooking Close Ups’ 
*Hutchinson 
PABST 
9-Tu-WEAF 
Ben Fernie Ore 
*Matt-Fogarty 

PLYMOUTH 
8-Tu-Th-Sa-W ABC 
‘Elmer Ev't Yess’ 
Tial Dawson 
*Stanley-Get. 
RALST’N PURINA 
O:5U-M-W-P-WERAPE 
‘Adventures of 

Tom Mix’ 

10:30-Tu-WEAF 
Mme Sylvia of 

Hollywood 
*Gardner 

REAL SILK 

7-Su-WJIZ 

Vincent Lopez Orc 
Alice Joy 
*Erwin-Wasey 
RED STAR YEAST 
11-Tu-Th-S-WEAF 
Edna Odell 


Phil Porterfield 
Irma Glen 
Earl Lawrence 


REMINGTON 
5:45-M-W-F-WABC 
‘Cowboy Tom’ 

8:30-F-WARBC 
‘March of Time’ 
s. 2B 2B 2 O 

RITCHTE 

(Scott's Emul) 

7:30-F-S-WEAF 
Jack Rosleigh 
Wally Maher 
Elizabeth Council 
Bruce Evans 
Frank Wilson 
Ernest Whiteman 
Edward Reese 
John MacBryde 

(Eno Salts) 
8-Tu-W-WIZ 
‘Eno Crime Club’ 
Spencer Dean 
*N. W. Aver 
RICHFIELD 
10-M-WJIZ 
Grantland Rice 
Mary McCcy 
Reetty TRarthell 
Leith Stevens 
Jack Golden's Ore 
SEALED POWER 
8-M-WAZ 
Clit Soubier 
Morin Sisters 
King's Jesters 
Hirold Stoke's 


or 


Or: 


*Grace & Halliday 
SHELEL EASTEKN 
:30-Th-¥F-Sa- 
WABC 

Eddy J ooley 
*J. Walt. Thomp 


SINCLAIR 
9-M-WIZ 
Arnold 
Childs 
Mec McCloud 
Joe Parsons 
Cliff Sonhier 
Harry Kogen 
*Hewin-Wasev 
SMITH RROS, 
8:45-Tu-WIZ 
Billy Ffillpot 
Scrappy Lambert 
Nat Shilkret’s Ore 
*Homenn-Tarcher 
SPOOL COTTON 
9:15-F-WABC 
nds of Happinese’ 
Tommy Mcect.aughlin 
Andre Kuostelanex 
*Paul Cornell 
WARN. 
1-F-WABC 
‘Ceoking School’ 
*Biackett 
SPRATT'S PAT. 
7:45-Tu-WIZ 
Don Carney’s Dog 


Cene 
Rill 


10:30-Su-W EAF 
Col Louis Howe 
Walter Trumbull 
*Lord & Thomas 
VINCE 
9:30-W-WJIZ 
John McCormack 
Wm M Daly 
*Cecil Warwick 


WORCESTER 
6:45-¥-W ABC 
Zoel Parenteau’s 


*Fuller & Smith 
YEASTFOAM 
2:30-Sua-WJZ 

Jan Garber Ore 
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When Ted Fiorito orchestra goes | 
Cocoanut 
be offered 


Coast Musikers 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Crawford was to return 
Com- 


and Val Burton 
‘Coming Out 

loaned 
and the 
next Wheeler and Woolsey picture 


for 
Are then 
a short 





Axt back from N. 
special 


score 


wrote a dance 





are all 
they claim 
Appeared 


zrove, L 
to 


and Ralph Freed, 
working on the script 


of an original musical of theirs for 


in 


Oo 


Carl Van Ambergs 


*Hays McFarland 


Bascomb Hopson seeks extension 
of his lease on WAPI, Birmingham, 
from five to 15 years. 
own station. 
month on lease at present. 
extension 
plans full time operation and new 


Three state 


a 


Hopson 


Educator Biscuit goes on WENR, 
Chicago, on Jan. 1 with a test kid 


Placed through Biackett-Sample- 
agency for a 13-week 
Will float five times weekly 


is tentatively labeled ‘Jack 
All that 


Western Pennsylvania Broadcast- 
ing Co. (new) has applied for new 
station license for 250 watts opera- 
tion during the daytime. 


has re- 
permit for new sta- 
unlimited time, 


(R. 


cur- 


= 


for 


he 


titled ‘The Raftero’ for George Raft 
‘Bolero.’ 


a 
puts | 


in 


eif 


pic - 


There's also a line of six girls who 
disport themselves in conservative 
keeping with the quality of the en- 
vironment. Jolly Coburn’s’ band 
which gave our swell dansapation at 
some of the bath clubs hereabouts 
over the summer repeats handily in 
the winter spot. 

Piece de resistance of the Petit 
Palais is the Streets of Paris which 
is not the Chi Fair rowdy-dowdy 
which the name suggests. Actually 
it’s a suplementary room, on the 
third floor, designed a la the grands 
boulevards, with gay awnings and a 
Boulevard des Capuccines sidewalk 
cafe atmosphere. 


It’s here that Rhys and Owens 

scintillate with their clever lyrics. 
They’re the Yacht Club Boys of 
twosomes and should blossom forth 
overnight as big clickers for their 
stuff is bright and as arresting as 
the Yacht Clubbers’ quartet ditties. 
A pianist and a bass fiddle, plus one 
or two of the femme songstresses, 
meander in and out with vocal solos 
on occasion. 
The Streets of Paris is strictly the 
after-theatre room; the second floor 
of the Petit Palais is th» regular: 
dine-and-dance interior. 

This makes it doubly smart. For 
one thing, the third floor in the 
four-story brownstone club niteries 
around town is rarely utilized save 
to house the overflow as at the 
Stork Club. That usually doesn’t 
click with the regulars who prefer 
being on the second story, where 
the bar is. The other purpose is 
that it becomes a good supplement- 
ary spot to accomodate the late din- 
ner-stayers who might tire of 
downstairs but would just as lief 
enter another environment, al- 
though housed in the same building, 
rather than go out to another spot. 

The Petit Palais looks plenty ‘in.’ 

Abel. 


SIMPLON CLUB 
New York, Nov. 17. 
Helen Morgan is the big draw at 
this, one of the most successful of 
the nite spots catering to a personal 
following exclusively built up by 
John and Ernest, whose nocturnal 





hosting dates back to pre-prohibi- 
tion. And, with post-repeal, it is | 
evident why and how pseudo-mem- 
bership clubs of this calibre should 
continue to flourish. 

Besides Miss Morgan, whose songs 
achieve the unusual effect of stilling 
a usually gay room, there are DeLys 
and Clark, who have been piano- 
loging around the smart spots for 
the past two or three seasons. They. 
too, are effective hors d'oeuvres for 
the stellar attractions. The song- 
stress looks well and sings better 
than ever. 

Capacity 
by the 
Morgan, 


pull is largely credited 
other supper clubs to Miss 
who was preceded at the 
Simplon by the Yacht Club Boys. | 
the last big attraction here, until 
they switched to the Al Howard fold 
for Saratoga and at the Embassy. | 





ms. Abel. 


singly, and the dance team of Ra- 
mon and Ruth, replacing Carlo and 
Norma, who opened the club. 

Miss Vestoff as a single lands sol- 
idly, her ballet routine not on the 
toes, standing out as particularly 
surefire and clever. Apparently she 
works better when working alone 

Ramon-Ruth team of youngsters 
appear in two numbers, a Spanish 
dance early in the proceedings and 
a savage dervish further down in 
connection with the tropical num- 
ber. The combination does a rou- 
tine that’s more like the American 
Indian than tropical and thus seems 
a little ill-suited. It’s this sequence 
that gives the line of girls a chance 
to swing the hips around for the 
tired business man. A capable and 
good-looking group of girls on the 
floor, attractively costumed. 

Spot is operated by Al Delmonico, 
of the famous Delmonico family, 
and a cheerful, well appointed room 
where the sock is not high. There's 
a minimum of $1.50 weekdays and 
$2 Saturdays and Sundays. Char. 


CASANOVA, DENVER 





Denver, Nov. 11. 
Denver is growing up. Getting 
into the supper club class. Once a 


week. Hotel afraid of the nut for 
an every-night thing. And borrow- 
ing the show from a theatre. Prob- 
ably nowhere else in the U. S. A. is 
this thing being done. And to top 
it off, the union allowed the orches- 
tra to donate their services on the 
opening night in order to give the 
thing a big sendoff A success. All 
tables sold and advance reservations 
indicate click. 

Casanova club, located in the 
Brown Palace hotel, class spot, has 
been a swank dance and dine spot 
for Denver's Sacred 36 and their 
satelites for several years. But 
with Claude K. Boettcher, principal 
owner of hotel, in on severai of the 
first run theatres, including the 
Orpheum, he figured he might just 
as well use the stage show at the 
hotel once a week. On Saturday 
night, after the last show, the 
troupe, line girls and all, is loaded 


(Continued on page 46) 





A Boston Favorite 


RANNY WEEKS 


Whose golden voice is nov 
heard nightly at the Co 
coanut Grove, one of th: 
high spots of the Hub. © 
course he sings: 
“EVERYTHING | HAVE IS 
yYouRS” 


“PLL BE FAITHFUL” 
“YOU'VE GOT EVERYTHING 
“BEAUTIFUL GIRL” 
“SITTIN’ ON A LOG, PETTIN 
MY DOG" 




















“THE HARBOR OF HOME 
SWEET HOME" 


ROBBINS 


MU : IC CORPORATION 
alll " NEW YORK == HL 








611 Fairbanks 





MEET YOUR FAVORITE STAR OF STAGE 
AT MIKE FRITZEL’S 


CHEZ PAREE 


America’s Smartest Restaurant 


CHICAGO 


AND SCREEN 


and Supper Club _ 
Delaware 1655 
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Most Played on the Air Last Week 





through-Friday week, regularly. 





To familiarize the rest of the country with the tunes most sung 
and played on the air around New York, the following is the com- 
pilation for last week. This tabulation will continue regularly. 

In answer to inquiries, these plugs are figured on a Saturday- 


Tabulation in turn is broken down into two divisions: Number 
of plugs on the major networks (WEAF and WJZ of the NBC chain, 
and WABC, key station of CBS), along with the total of niugs on 
New York’s two most important independent stations—WOR and 


WMCA, 
WEAF 
WJZ WOR 

Title WABC WMCA Total 
‘Goodnight Little Girl’ ......cecese. 14 14 28 
‘Heaven Only Knows’ ....essceccees 10 16 26 
eH 0 004d 4asscccecccecs 2S 10 25 
‘Doin’ the Uptown Lowdown’ ....... 12 i? 24 
tYou’ve Got Everything’ ....ccccoese 12 iP 23 
‘What More Can I Say’ ...... evneee 20 7 22 
‘Sing a Little Lowdown Tune’ ...... 7 1 22 
‘Pu@din®’ Head Jones’ ..cccccccseses 14 1 2 
Day TOU Came AONE’ ccccnccceccee 18 6 21 
Sot For Al the Rice’ ccscccccesvces 14 6 20 
a OF Se TOW scrccccccccescas 8 1l 20 
‘We Were the Best of Friends’ ...... 8 12 2 








BALLROOM SAT. 
NITES OFF, 
BLAME BEER 


Canton, O., Nov. 20. 

Ballroom managers in the Can- 
ton-Akron-Youngstown area are 
distressed by the decline in Satur- 
day night attendance. They blame 
this on the beer parlors. 

Meanwhile, however, there is a 
brighter side to the ballroom situa- 
tion as business in general tends to 
improve. But the managers around 
here are now of the opinion that 
only a handful of de luxe dance 
bands hot off the networks warrant 


big money. Name bands have 
flopped plenty around here. 
Only successful business-getter 


for the ballrooms in months has 
been 10-cent nights. But managers 
aren’t happy at this kind of money 
because it makes it next to impos- 
sible on other nights to get higher 
tariffs. Ballrooms try to encourage 
advance ticket-buying when book- 
ing name bands. Cheaper rate for 
those who buy ahead as against 
those who buy the night of the 
dance. 





France Decides ‘Spanish 


Town’ Not a Plagiarism 


Paris, Nov. 11. 

Three French judges in black 
robes and caps moved their court 
to the Salle Pleyel auditorium to 
decide whether Mable Wayne's ‘In 
a Little Spanish Town’ song was 
plagiarized from Leo Daniderff’s 
‘Berceuse Tendre’, which was pop- 
ular here before war. They decided 
in favor of Miss Wayne. 

First time a French court has 
been moved into a concert hall. The 
court had previously heard the tes- 
timony of Henri Rabaud, director of 
the Paris Conservatory, who had 
compared the two numbers and re- 
ported: ‘Both themes are common- 
place, but there has been no copy- 
ing.’ 

Daniderff was seeking damages 
from Francis Day and Wood, pub- 
lishers of ‘In a Little Spanish 
Town.’ 


Ravel’s ‘Bolero’ for Raft 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Paramount will use the music to 
Ravel’s ‘Bolero’ in the George Raft 
picture of the same name. Several 
months ago studio purchased rights 
to the composition from the compos- 
er, intending to use nothing but the 
title. Then found that the moniker 
was in public domain and the ex- 
penditure wasn’t necessary. 

Now the Spanish dance score will 
be incorporated in the sound track, 
with Raft doing bolero movements to 
accompany. Ralph Rainger has 
written a jazz tango and several 
other tunes for the pic. 








RIESENFELD AT SALIENT 
Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Dr. Hugo Riesenfeld is here from 
New York to score ‘Matin Time,’ 
first picture produced by Salient. 
He will remain here as head of 
all music activities for the Abe 
Meyer Synchronizing Service, which 





brought him west. 


KERR FINED $1,000 


N. Y. Local 





Plasters Philadelphia 
Orchestra 





Charlie Kerr, who until last week 
held the band assignment at the 
Paramount Grill, has been fined 
$1,000 by the governing board of 
the New York musicians’ union for 
alleged underscaling. Notice of the 
penalty has been passed on to the 
executive board of the American 
Federation of Musicians for final 
action. Kerr has filed an appeal 
against the fine with the interna- 
tional body. 

Kerr's stay at the Times Square 
spot was less than two weeks. 
Following Kerr’s exodus back to 
Philly the niterie brought the pres- 
ent unit piloted by Mitchell Schus- 
ter. Men in the latter combo are 
members of the New York local. 
Kerr’s union affiliation is with the 
Philly branch. 


Set Pic Songs 


Irving Berlin, Inc., which pub- 
lishes the ‘Big, Bad Wolf’ tune from 
‘Three Little Pigs’, is interested in 
the rights to all music used by 
Walt Disney cartoons. Berlin’s will 
publish three songs from ‘Palooka’ 
(UA), excepting only one number 
from the picture, ‘Count Your 
Blessings’, which Harms has. 

Witmarks has the Eddie Cantor 
‘Roman Scandals’ numbers as well 
as ‘Moulin Rouge’, excepting the 
tune done by the Boswell Sisters 
which Keit-Engel has. 











Female Jimmy Durante 
Denies Agent’s Claims 


Jack Bertell, cabaret agent, was 
given judgment for $2,000 commish 
on a managerial contract from Nan 
Blakstone whom he alleges to have 
built as ‘the female Durante’ from 
$75 to $500 a week, booking her in 
London, Montreal. She is now at the 
Mayfair, Cleveland, for Harry Prop- 
per. 

Pianologiste repudiates exclusive 
representation by Bertell. Judgment 
went by default and when she 
sought to reopen the case it was 
denied. 


Chi Musicians Vote 


Chicago, Nov. 20. 

Musicians Union will hold its bi- 
annual election on Dec. 5. Though 
various members have been nomi- 
nated for posts of president and 
recording secretary it’s just a mat- 
ter of form with James C. Petrillo 
and Edward Benkert set to retain 
positions. 

On the ballot for president are 
Petrillo, Angelo Cavallo and Nun- 
zio de Pasquale; running against 
Benkert for recording sec. is Frank 
J. Votava. Carl Baumann gets no 
opposition to his retention of the 
vice-presidency. And neither has 
Henry Kaiser for treasurer and 
Otto Siemers for sergeant-at-arms. 


GROFE’S GROWING REP 

Ferde Grofe will take his own 
name on the Columbia phonograph 
labels as an exclusive artist. Grofe, 
long identified with Paul Whiteman 
has been building up his radio rep 
with commercials and will now 
record his band. 

Also under Columbia’s auspices, 
Enric Madreguera’s Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria orchestra is trying out a 
new type of instrumentation and 
recording with dance music. 
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Art Kahn at Dixie Hotel; 


Ist Band Ever in Spot | 


Art Kahn switched from the Bel- 
vedere hotel to the Dixie hotel on 


West 42d street, New York. 

This type of hostelry heretofore 
hasn't booked bands, which makes 
it worthy of note that every sort of 


in anticipation of repeal. 





Song Plusgers 
Ask Stake in 


Music Business 


Professional contact men _ for 
the music publishers are in proc- 
ess of organizing themselves into 
a mutual benefit society. For the 
bulk of their sinking fund they look 
to the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers and 


the Music Publishers’ Protective 
Association. It is the intention of 
the plug intermediaries to ask 


ASCAP and the MPPA to set aside 
a small percentage of the two or- 
ganizations’ annual income for this 
mutual benefit fund. 

Unlike the writers and publishers 
in the business, those behind the 
contacteers’ organization point out, 
the plugger has no source of in- 
come once he is out of a publisher 
connection or his usefulness has 
passed. As the fellow upon whose 
exploitative efforts the making of a 
song depends he feels that some 
sort of financial protection for the 
future should be accorded him. 
Out of the sinking fund would be 
paid, in addition to pensions, sick 
and death benefits. 





MUSIC NOTES 





Irving Aaronson and his Com- 
manders back in a Broadway spot 
at Delmonico’s on 51st street. 





Jack Ferry’s unit had replaced 
the Jack Winegar band at the Raf- 
ter’s, Philly. 





Al Donahue unveils his combo at 
the Bermudian hotel, Bermuda, Dec. 
21. Donahue has another agegre- 
gation now holding forth at the St. 
George, also on the Island. 


Ernie Valle now has the band as- 
signment at the Club Seville in the 
Stevens-Girard, Philly. 


Villa Rosa, Houston, has been 
opened by V. Vallone and John Ma- 
tranga. Curtis Smith’s orchestra 
featured with Hillis and Flint and 
Louise Turney, fan dancer, in the 
floor show. 


Sam Salvin will operate’ the 
swank Patio Lamaze, Palm Beach, 
this winter. Colony club, the other 
P. B. ultra spot, will again have 
Ernie Holst’s orchestra. 


Don Cave’s band closing at the 
Embassy club in Hollywood. Re- 
placed by Hal Grayson’s combina- 
tion, but without Grayson, who is 
heading east with Peter Arno, hop- 
ing for a New York spotting. Sam 
Middleman will baton the former 
Grayson aggregation, 


Harry Sosnick orchestra now at 
the Edgewater Beach hotel, Chi- 
cago, goes on its first Victor re- 
cordings this week. 

Will turn out four sides, includ- 
ing ‘Buffoon’ and ‘Dancing on a 
tain bow.’ 





Jack Wardlaw and his Carolina 
Pines orchestra signed for the Pen- 
tagon club’s fourth anniversary at 
Sedgefield Manor, Charlotte, N. C. 
This is a swanky affair. 





Eddie Elkins is another bene- 
ficiary of the new era starting Dec. 
5. With 12 men Elkins will debut 
at the ritzy Savoy-Plaza Hotel, New 
York. No band ever previously 
played the Savoy-Plaza. 

On Repeal Night Elkins starts 
playing at 7:30 and from then on. 





Raymond Paige’s KHJ band mak 
ing records for Victor. Billed as a 
Hollywood band. 








| hotel is forced to music-with-meals | 








Schuette Behind Renewed Move 


For Government 


A Hotel Circuit? 


A cabaret ircuit 
ideal and ambition of 
cafe artist, agent and manager, 
may come into being with re- 
peal when the machinery of legal 
likker vending is set up. The 
chain hotel may be the answer 
to such hopes for a fixed route 
of so many weeks. 

Cafe talent and bookers 
viewpoint prefers this type of 
enterprise to the exclusion of 
all other competish. Hotels 
don't fold over night and don't 
issue bouncing paper, as a 
general thing, 


L. A. MUSICIANS 
WAGE SCALE 
REMAINS 


Awaiting the problematical effect 
of repeal of the 18th amendment 
and other pending issues on the 
amusement world, Musician's union 
has decided to leave its theatrical 


wage scale and working conditions 
at the present level instead of at- 
tempting to force the upward re- 
visions tentatively presented to 
managers two weeks ago, 

Action to keep the current wage, 
overtime, extra show levels as they 
now are was taken at a meeting 
last week, and the present status 
will be kept in effect at least until 
after New Year, and probably until 
an upward swing in show biz reg- 
isters positively. 

Check of box offices in the L.A. 
area generally is reported showing 
a falling off of from 25 to 40% since 
beer was legalized, 

Result of musicians stand to re- 
tain the wage scale which has been 
in effect since the 15% reduction in 
April is that Paramount and United 
Artists, among the first runs, at 
least, are reconsidering their first 
decision to close out stage part of 
their program by Nov. 22. That date 
marks the expiration of the two 
weeks’ notice given musicians and 
stagehands by managers who con- 
templated straight sound policy as 
a result of anticipated and assert- 
edly prohibitive boosts in salary 
and personnel under union de- 
mands. Final decision of these the- 
atres was expected today (Mon- 
day). 

Musicians last week gave the 
beach dance halls a voluntary re- 
duction of 15% in the prevailing 
wage scale over the winter months. 
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VALLEE OFF 25c DISCS 


Found Price Cut No Royalty Help— 
Back to 75c¢ Price 

Rudy Vallee has quit recording 
for Victor’s 25c list and is now on 
the phonograph company’s 75c, re- 
leases. Vallee had allied himself 
with the cheaper disk in the hope 
that the quantity turnover would 
give him a bigger income. His con- 
tract here had been strictly on a 
royalty basis. 

Elimination of Vallee from the 
two-bit platters leaves Victor's 
cheaper brand with Ted Weems as 
the only major brand name. 











ANNA FITZHIU HURT 
Dallas, Nov. 20. 
En route from Dallas to play in| 


Waco, four members of the Bohu- | 
mir Kyrl symphony orchestra of 
Chicago met with injuries when! 
their car overturned three times 
after leaving the highway. 

Kyrl was knocked r nscious, } 
Anna Fitzhiu suffered a twi 
back, Mary Grillith a slight shock | 
and Frank Kyril some head injuries. | 


——— 


Val Olman’s 


aggregation is 


' . : ' 
inishing the dance tempo along with | 
the Bob Grant unit at the Embassy 


Sammy Watkins combo is holding , 


forth at the Park Avenue Penthouse 
Club, Detroit. 


| 


jalso including Gertrude Niesen, the 


Club, Broadway spot. Veloz and | 
Yolanda step into the floor bill here | 
this Thursday (23) with the setup 


Yacht Club Boys and Jane Vance. 


ted | ; 
she 


fur- |} 


Probe on ASCAP 


Washington, Noy. 20, 
Federal sleuths have been asked 
to investigate ‘commercia! rackete- 
eering’ in copyrights as the latest 
move on the part of Oswald F. 
Schuette to combat the American 


Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers. 

Allegations of monopolistic 
trol of copyrighted works feature 
the complaint to Assistant Attorney 
General Joseph B. Keenan, Federal 
anti-racketeering head, and meme 
bers of Congress. The plea was 
contained in resolution adopted by 
Music Users’ Protective Association, 
recently organized, at mass meeting 
in Baltimore Nov. 6. 

Resolution claims control of prac- 
tically all musical compositions in 
the country has passed to ‘a certain 
group of individuals who have com- 
bined themselves into an organiza- 
tion holding a monopolistic control 
which now is ‘ina position to dictate 
the terms upon which an industry 
dependent upon the use of music 
may continue to exist.’ This ‘ar- 
bitrary power,’ according to reso- 
lution, ‘has been continuously exer- 
cised to the great detriment of the 
public.’ 


con- 


Triple Taxation 

Music users further compiain this 
combination is gradually extending 
its sources of revenue, often collect- 
ing as many as three separate li- 
cense fees for the rendering of one 
musical performance and ‘is ever 
actively engaged in enacting new 
laws in their behalf while the 
American public has _ heretofore 
slept.’ 

Besides calling up Keenan A» 
carry out promises to stop commer- 
cial racketeering, conference de- 
manded action by Federal District 
Attorney Sobeloff of Maryland, 
making direct charge ASCAP prac- 
tices are in restraint of trade, in 
violation of anti-trust laws, and 
possibly in violation of postal laws 
and regulations. 


PLUGS SIDETRACKED 
OFF NBC FOR WEEK 


flimination by NBC of 
band pickups from both the night 
and daytime sustaining schedules to 


make room for the special programs 
celebrating the web’s Radio City 
entry last week cut down the usual 
run of new tune plugs by about 
50%. How this clip affected the 
sale of sheet copies there is no way 
of determining, say the publishers. 

Dial addicts on the red (WEAF) 
and blue (WJZ) links, however, 
were far from deprived of listening 
to the latest output of Tin Pan 
Alley. Commercial programs here 
gave this source enough play to 
rate about 25% of the latest re- 
leases heard during the week on 
both NBC and Columbia. Place- 
ment between the nets of the, new 
songs as a rule runs 65% NBC and 
35% NBC. 


Bobby Crawford’s Op 


Bobby Crawford, head of DeSylva, 
Brown & Henderson, will be oper- 
ated upon tomorrow (Wednesday) 
for bladder trouble at the Doctor's 
hospital, N. Y. 

Crawford has been at the hos- 
pital under observation for over a 
week. 








dance- 








Bettye Taylor’s $20,000 
Award Wins on Appeal 


Albany, Nov. 20. 


The $20.000 verdict award 
Bettye Lee Taylor, theatre organist, 
was reinstated Nov. 15 by the Ap- 
pellate Division here. The verdict, 
awarded at an Albany term of Su- 
preme Court last March, was set 

ide as excessive by the trial court. 

Miss avlor was injured when 

er a » hit a steel column of the 
New York Central railroad under- 

on Central avenue, Albany. 

The Appellate Division, in decid- 
ing the organist is entitled to the 
$20,000, blamed the city and rail- 


dangerous condition at 
the underpass. Water leaked upon 
the road and froze, endangering 
motor traffic, the court found. 


road for the 
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OCT. EXTENDS 
BETTERMENT 





{nto October neck-and-neck the 
two outstanding sock tunes of the 
year, ‘The Last Round-Up’ and 


‘Who's Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf,’ 


made it a lively month at the coun- | 


ters and served to give both the 
Music Dealers Service, Inc., and the 
indie jobbers a substantial edge 
over September’s sheet distribution. 
The mechanicals sold a few more 
records, 

On the eastern sector one of the 
quickest flareouts of the past year 
was ‘Lazy Bones.’ Holding top po- 
sition in the September summary, 


VARIETY 





the ditty wound up last month 
without even a look-in among the | 
first 10. Building up strongly to-| 
ward the lead rungs were ‘Good- | 
night, Little Girl of Many Dreams’ } 
(Morris) and ‘Love Is the Sweetest 
Thing’ (Harms). 

In the runner-up quartet for Oc- 
tober were ‘The Talk of the Town’ 
(Santley), ‘The Day You Came 
Along’ (Famous), ‘Bless Your Heart’ 
(Donaldson) and ‘Shadow Waltz’ 
(Remick). Curious commentary 
upon the Santley release is the 
comparison of its sales position 
with the ace standing it held for 
weeks in the rating of tunes played 
on New York radio outlets (net- 
work and local). 

Phonograph companies found the 
going fairly brisk at least among 
the New York City outlets. Un- 
veiling of a number of legit musical 
hits here was in a great measure 
responsible. From down south 
there was also a spurt of interest. 
Furniture stores in that region 
which haven't handled the _ shel- 
lacked platters in three years were 
ordering in October. Automatic 
machines doing duty in beer par- 
Jors continued to help consume the 
cheaper variety of records. 

Bing Crosby was’ Brunswick’s 
whief mainstay through October, | 
while Don Bestor's version of Sige 
Last ‘Round-Up’ brought him No. 
spotting on the Victor list. Avent 
MOlsen with the same tune carried 
over from September his ranking | 
of Columbia leader. 





Chi Biz Climbing | 

Chicago. | 
Business continues on the climb 
for the music field, both in sheet | 
and records. Sheets are particu- 
larly healthy because of two sock | 
tunes, ‘Round-Up’ and ‘Big Bad | 
Wolf. ‘Wolf’ comes into the pic- | 
ture for the first time, but grabs 
the second rung, pushing up 
‘Round-Up’ to first place, which 
usurps ‘Lazy Bones,’ previous high 
winner. ‘Shadow Waltz,’ ‘Don’t 
Blame Me’ and ‘In Valley of Moon’ 
drop out of the top score entirely, 
being particularly unusual for ‘Val- 
ley of Moon,’ which has been in 
the best-seller list for months, sell- 
ing like a standard tune. 

In the dises the big surprise is 
the Don Bestor snatch of three Vic- 
tor spots. Bestor seems to be Vic- 
tor’s pet band at present, being 
handed the ace tunes for platters. 
Crosby and Lombardo have the 
Brunswick list practically to them- 
selves, while Bernie is the big noise 
on the Columbia catalog. 








Me, Too, Sez L. A. 
Los Angeles. 

Tone of the sheet music and disc 
market during October continued 
to improve, with counters busy and 
optimistic. Head and_ shoulders 
above the rest of the sellers were 
‘Round-Up’ and ‘Big Bad Wolf.’ 
Climbing toward the close of the 
month were ‘T’'ll Be Faithful,’ ‘By 
a Waterfall,’ ‘A Year Ago Tonight’ 
and ‘Give Me Liberty or Love.’ 

Consistent sellers that carried 
over from previous months, but 
failed to make the first six, were 
‘Lazybones,’ ‘Old Spinning Wheel,’ 
‘Shadow Waltz’ and ‘Valley of the 
Moon.’ 

Record sales were confined largely 
to top music sellers and name or- 
chestras. 





Don Dean in U.S.A. 
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OCTOBER MUSIC SURVEY 


i'THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH RECORDS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS 
OF SALES MADE DURING OCTOBER BY THE LEADING MUSIC JOBBERS AND DISC DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 








6 Best Sellers in Sheet Music 
Reported by Leading Jobbers 
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SONG—No. 1 ‘The Last Round Up’ ‘The Last Round Up’ ‘The Last Round Up’ ee 
SONG—No. 2 ‘Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf’ ‘Who's Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf’ ‘Who's Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf? 
SONG—No. 3 ‘Thanks’ ‘Thanks’ ‘Thanks’ 

S8ONG—No., 4 ‘Love Is the Sweetest Thing’ ‘Lazy Bones’ ‘The Day You Came Along’ Sirs 
SONG—No. 5 ‘Good Night, Little Giri of My Dreams’ | ‘Good Night, Little Giri of My Dreams’| ‘Love Is the Sweetest Thing’ 
SONG—No. 6 _____— ‘Dinner at at Eight’ c% ‘Love Is the Sweetest Thing’ _ __l it’s the Talk of the Town’ eee rs 








3 Leading Phonograph Companies Report 6 Best Sellers 


Side responsible for the major sales only are reported. Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the 


sales, both sides 


are mentioned: 





BRUNSWICK—No. 1 


‘The Last Round Up,’ ‘Annie Doesn't 
Live Here Any More’ (Guy Lombardo) 


‘The Last Round Up’ (Bing Crosby) 





The Last Round Up,’ ‘Big Bad Wolf’ 


(Victor Young Orch.) 








BRUNSWICK—No. 2 


‘The Last Round Up,’ ‘Home On the 
Range’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘Who 


’s Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf’ 
(Victor Young Orch.) 


‘The Last Round Up,’ ‘Home On the 


Range’ (Bing Cresby) 











BRUNSWICK—No. 3° 


‘The Day You Came Along,’ ‘I Guess It 
Had to Be That Way’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘Thanks’ (Bing Crosby) 


‘Thanks’ (Bing Crosby-Jimmie Grier’s 


Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 4 


by) 


‘Thanks,’ ‘Black Moonlight’ (Bing Cros- 


by) 


‘The Day You Came Along’ (Bing Cros- 


‘The Day You Came Along’ (Bing Cros- 


by) 








BRUNSWICK—No. 8 


‘In the Shade of the Old Apple Tree,’ 


‘The Last Round Up’ (Guy Lombardc 


‘White Jazz,’ ‘Blue Jazz’ (Casa Loma 











eae ‘Harlem Speaks’ (Duke Ellington) Orch.) Orch.) eas 
BRUNSWICK—No. 6 ‘it’s the Talk of the Town,’ ‘That’s How | ‘By a Waterfall’ ((iuy Lombardo Orch.) |*Man on the Flying Trapeze’ (Anson 
Rhythm Was Born’ (Casa Loma Weeks Orch.) 
Orch.) 
COLUMBIA—No. 1 ‘The Last Round Up,’ ‘Rollin’ On Our, ‘The Last Round Up’ (George Olsen,‘The Last Round Up’ (George Olsen 
Roller Skates’ (George Olsen Orch.) Orch.) Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 2 


‘Shanghai Lil,’ ‘Who’s Afraid of the Big 
Bad Wolf’ (Ben Bernie Orch.) 


‘Who 


’s Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf’ 
(Ben Bernie Orch.) 


‘Night Owl’ (George Olsen Orch.) — 





























COLUMBIA—No. 3 ‘You Gotta Be a Football Hero, ‘This| ‘This Is Romance’ (Ben Bernie Orch.) |‘Wah-Wah Lament,’ ‘Nobody’s Sweet- 
ms : is Romance’ (Ben Bernie Orch.) heart’ (Clyde McCoy Orch.) PA 
COLUMBIA—No. 4 ‘Heat Wave,’ ‘Harlem on My Mind’'| ‘Heat Wave’ (Meyer Davis Orch.) ‘Emperor Jones,’ ‘Dinner at Eight’ 
(Ethel Waters) es (Ben Selvin Orch.) 
COLUMBIA—No. 6& ‘You’ve Got Ev’rything,’ ‘Ill Be Faith- | ‘i'll Be Faithful’ (Bernie Cummins]|‘Marching Along Together’ (Ben Ber- 
ful’ (Bernie Cummins Orch.) Orch.) nie Orch.) 
6 


COLUMBIA—No. ‘Easter 


(Meyer Davis Orch.) 


Parade,’ ‘How’s Chances’ 


‘College Medley’ (Parts I and Il) (Guy 
Lombardo Orch.) 


‘High Society’ (Williams’ Jug Band and 


Lowland Singers) 





VICTOR—No. 1 


‘The Last Round Up,’ ‘Beloved’ (Don 
Bestor Orch.) 


‘Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf’ 
(Don Bestor Orch.) 


‘Love 


Is the Sweetest Thing’ (Ray 
Noble Orch.) 


—? 








VICTOR—No. 2 


‘Lazy Bones’ (Casa Loma Orch.) 








VICTOR—No. 3 





My Best’ (Ray Noble Orch.) 


‘Who's Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf,’|‘The Last Round Up’ (Don Bestor 
‘Mickey Mouse and Minnie in Town’ Orch.) 
(Don Bestor Orch.) Pi atioatalaias 
‘Love Is the Sweetest Thing,’ ‘I'l] Do| ‘Last Round Up’ (Conrad Thibault) 


‘Swingy Little Thingy’ 


(Don Bestor 


Orch.) 





V'CTOR—No. 4 


‘Easter Parade,’ ‘How’s Chances’ (Leo 
Reisman Orch.) 


‘You’ve Gotta Be a Footbal! Hero’ 
Bestor Orch.) 


(Don 


‘Close Your Eyes’ (Eddie Duchin) 








| VICTOR—No. 5 


‘The Last Round Up,’ ‘Shortwin Bread’ 
(Conrad Thibault) 


‘Only 


Orch.) 


a Paper Moon’ (Paul Whiteman 


‘Last Round Up’ (Don Bestor Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 6 ‘Dinner 





(Leo Reisman Orch.) 


at Eight,’ ‘Savage Serenade’ 





‘Evening’ (Cab Calloway Orch.) 





‘Old Spinning Wheel’ (Ray Noble Orch.) 














CASANOVA, DENVER 


(Continued from page 44) 


into busses and hustled over to the 
hotel in time to change for the open- 
ing. NBC is broadcasting the hour 
on the west coast chain. 


Ben Black, resident Fanchon & 
Marco producer, acts as announcer. 


Fred Schmitt’s full Orpheum or- 
chestra opened the program’ by 
playing for the line (Sunkist 
Beauties). Initial routine around 
Don Davies (a Ben Black Denver 
discovery) who sings ‘An Orchid to 
You. Dave and Hilda Murray, on 
the former Orpheum bill, stayed 
over for the night club premiere, 
and made a hit with their waltz 
with a fast finish. Joe Ross and 
Gladys Bennett have a good line of 
chatter, followed by her singing 
‘Are You Making Any Money,’ and 
he standing there waiting to be 
chucked under the chin as she sings 
the line ‘that’s all I want to know.’ 
They finish with a novelty acrobatic 
dance. Raymon and Virginia Cald- 
well, he in a bright overall outfit 
and she in a short yellow dress, give 
an exhibition of limber legs that are 
really limber. Their Pinwheel num- 
ber, he whirling her around clock- 
wise by holding one leg, and setting 


her down in a mechanical doll 
fashion, goes over big. 

Frank Conville closes the acts 
with an impersonation of a burly 


girl doing a strip number, The line 
comes on for a closing routine and 
the Murrays do a short but fast 
rhumba., 

Hereafter the show 
on with the hotel orchestra doing 
the music. Charges are $1.50 for 
dinner and dance. With Boettcher’s 
theatre connections spot has the 


will be put 





Don Dean, Argentine maestro, is 
in America in advance of his Buenos 
Aires orchestra which came to at- 
tention via international broadcasts. 

Lucky Strike-NBC picked the 
combo up from B.A. last year sev- 
eral times. 





edge on other night spots. Rose 


EMBASSY CLUB, N. Y. 


Special invitations just sent out 
for $15 annual memberships ($25 for 
married couples) is indicative of the 
new trend in metropolitan nite life. 





Apex, Seattle colored night club, 


reopened, with Jean Calloway, sis- | 
ter of Cab, and _ 12-piece band | 
guesting. This spot is largest in| 
the town, seating 90°. Hotsy flo 
show and table menu the draw. 


——_ 


Nicer spots will endeavor to main- 
tain exclusiveness through the me- 
dium of these surcharges and mem- 
hership tariffs as a means to per- 


}petuate the class clientele. And 
T) since the metropolitan mass mind is 
such that it wants to feel itself a 











bit aloof from the rest, the member- 
ship gag will probably be a click. 


Shows offered at the Embassy 
really merit some sort of protection, 
both for the patronage and the es- 
tablishment. Current frolic has the 
Yacht Club Boys (Adler, Kelly, Kern 
and Mann) as holdovers with some 
new numbers. Gloria Grafton is a 
personality songstress who looks 
Swell on the floor and knows how 
to pick the right sort of ballads. 
Maurice and Cordoba seem a new 
dance team hereabouts. They rank 
with the best. They, too, have 
poise and excellent repose for a 
smart room. They offer a tango, 
paso doble and rumba, and register 
with all. 

Jane Vance is still warbling pop 
interludes with Bob Grant’s corking 
dance combo and Godoy’s Argentine 
tango-rumba band gives out a 
goodly quota of Latin dansapation 
which seems as much relished as 
the dance pops, indicating a thor- 
ough assimilation of the continental 
standards which this nice room sim- 
ulates and which its patronage 
scemnigly enjoys. Abel. 


Music Wholesalers’ Ass’n 
Attacks MDS as Monopoly 


In a brochure mailed out to deal- 
ers last week, the Music Dealers 
Service, Inc., took issue with an at- 
tack made upon the publishers’ dis- 
tributing combine by the National 





Sheet Music Wholesalers’ Associa- 
tion. 
MDS scored the jobbers’ organi- 


zation for charging that the pub- 
lishers, through MDS, were trying 
to create a monopoly of the music 
business. Pubs’ distributing outtit 
declared that its primary objective 


was to create retail outlets and to 
better economic relations between 
dealer and publisher, and with the 


circular enclosed a batch of testi- 
monials regarding MDS service re- 
ceived from customers. 





Ferde Grofe composed the them: 


song of ‘Joe Palooka’ (UWA) films, | 
‘Count Your Blessings’ and is re- 
cording it himself for Columbia. 


Radio Exploitation 


(Continued from page 42) 


entation yet attempted by WSOC 
and is getting a good reaction, 





Dialect Gets 'Em 
Minneapolis. 

Survey made by WCCO showed 
that its most popular program is a 
local one, ‘Teena and Tim,’ a series 
of comedy skits with a Swedish 
servant girl character. The Swedish 
dialect is believed to hold the big 
appeal. Peg Beckmark, the author, 
plays the role of Teena; John Dil- 
son, veteran stock actor and stage 
director, Tim. 





Haunted House as Studio 
Charlotte, N. C. 

WBT is combing North Carolina 
for a real haunted house from 
which to broadcast a series of ghost 
stories, with all sound effects. 
Series will start in early December. 
Once found, the haunted house 
will become one of WBT's remote 
studios and will be utilizeil as the 
organization point for the bi-week- 
ly series, to be known as ‘World 
Famous Ghost Storjes.’ The first 
program will be devoted to legends 
of the house. To further add color, 
the programs will be scheduled for 
midnight and announcers wijl ask 
that listeners either dim _ their 

lights or put them out entirely. 





Theatre Organ Tie-Up 
Albany, N. Y. 
Lacking an organ in its studios, 
WOKO has a tie-up with Warner's 


Strand, which enables the station 
to sell commercials with organ 
music and the theatre to plug its 
shows. 

Every Tuesday and Thursday 
WOKO broadcasts from the Strand 
at noon prior to the first perforim- 
ance. Early patrons gave a chance 
to see Sneddon Weir, announcer, 


doing his spiels from a mike on the} 
stage while Floyd Walter plays the! 
organ, spot-lighted in the pit 

At the conclusion of the commer- 
cial plugging, Weir calls attention 
to the Strand programs and also to 
the fact that patrons } first | 
shows on Tuesday and T} sday 
may see a broadcast in action. The 
i films go on immediately afte the 


air program ends, 


. | ba 


Music Code Sets 
Up Rule on Many 


Trade Practices 


Code filed in Washington last 
week by the National Sheet Music 
Wholesalers association stipulates 
that it shall be considered an unfair 
trade practice for any publisher to 
refuse to recognize a wholesaler 
who discharges his functions as 
such in good faith. 

Document also declares for a spe« 
cial price differential for the jobbers 
and against selling to consumers on 
terms less than a retail distributo1 
ean sell 
a profit. 

Wholesalers’ instrument, recog< 
nizing that a close link prevails be- 
tween publishers and their distribs, 
authorized the wholesalers’ divis- 
ional authority to co-operate with 
the publishers so that the two 
branches can operate harmoniously. 
With the same purpose in view the 
divisional authority for the whole- 
salers is, under the latter's, codé 
also authorized to co-operate with 
the NRA’s spokesman for the sheet 
music retailers, 


to the same consumers al 





1 
| 


» 
cout 
and 


Included in the wholesalers’ 
are provisions against bribery 
| othe r abuses similarly contained in 
the pop publishers’ document, 


| 
i 
| Joe auer and Clarence Cummins 
. 


of Erie, Pa., have filed applicatior 
With the ‘ederal radio commission 
jto build a new station of 100 watts 


unlimited time. 
cilities as formes 


WICRE Jocalls 
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Curious Showmen 


Visit Chicago 


To Scout State-Lake Stage Shows 





Chicago, Nov. 20. 
There’s a State-Lake policy in 
effect that has showmen from all 
over the country coming to town to 
scout the reason fo~ box office re- 


sults. In the last few weeks such 
well-knowners as Marco, George 
Trendel, Alex Pantages, George 
Hamid and Reeves Espy of St. 


Louis have been here for a look-see. 
Mike Shea is due next week; so is 
Izzy Rappaport of Baltimore, Mar- 
vin Schenck of Leew’s. 


The first years of the State- 
Lake’s original policy showed a 
profit of $500,000. It is now run- 
ning an average of $5,000 net 
weekly. 


Pattern of Set-up 


Policy as set up by Aaron Jones, 
Sr., calls for a 40c top, four acts as 
an opening vaude show, followed by 
a presentation with an m. c., three 
additional acts and 16 girls in line, 
all in front of the band. Also a 
feature picture and shorts. The 
stage end is not actually a new 
idea but it is being given closer 
attention than usual. 

All shows are produced; not just 
slapped on the stage. House has 
Charles Niggemeyer to supervise 
all stage material -with duties to 
switch acts, cut material and, most 
of all, dress the acts with flash set- 
tings. No circus acts. 

kiverything blue in words or busi- 
ness is out, the policy of Aaron 
Jones being to get family trade. To 
this end, the house refused to book 
Sally Rand, and will not play any 
pink or ‘adults only’ pictures. 

Result has been that while the 
other houses in town have dropped 
35 or 40% from their world's fair 
highs, the State-Lake continues 
with scarcely a noticeable slide in 
gross. Now running along at $14,- 
000-$15,000 pace compared with 
$16,009-$17,000 gross average of the 
fair days. 

And in the last analysis there is 
little doubt that the scale of 20 and 
40c has much to do with the the- 
atre’s popularity. 


Olsen-Johnson ‘Chance’ 


Olsen and Johnson are preparing 
a tab version of their musical, ‘Take 
a Chance,’ especially for a two- 
week engagement at the New York 
Palace, beginning Dec. 15. Show 
has just finished a 5-month stay at 
the Erlanger, Chicago, and after the 
Palace date, will return to original 
form for legit tours. 

This is the first musical tab to 
head in the Palace and looks like 
an experiment for RKO as a bol- 
stering measure for the pre-Christ- 
mas lull. 





Chicago, Nov. 20. 

‘Take a Chance’ with Olsen and 
Johnson may go general picture 
house tab shortly. 

Business on present midwest tour 
has been spotty. Goes to St. Louis 
and then Cincinnati as legit before 
shortening into 60 minutes. 

Also behind tab move is the re- 
lease of the Paramount picture ver- 
sion of ‘Chance’. 





Freeman to Dallas 


Charles Freeman leaves for Texas 
tomorrow (Wednesday) with the 
Morton Downey _ unit, booked 
through Freeman for six weeks in 
the southern territory over former 
Interstate (Hoblitzelle-O’ Donnell) 
time. 

Unit opens Saturday (25) in Dal- 
las for 10 days. 





Richy’s Illness Persists 
tichy Craig, Jr., is still seriously 
ill with the stomach trouble that 
forced him off the bill at the Pal- 
New York, two weeks ago. 
He is confined to his hotel room 


ace, 





| committee. 





Ghost Star 





Charles Winninger, suddenly 
out of the ‘Show Boat’ unit at 
the Broadway Paramount, was 
seemingly expected by the first 
show audience which applauded 
the player they thought was 
Winninger. 

It was Pete Mack, the actor’s 
agent, who subbed. 


WIRE CHARGES 
BAR AIR ACTS 











High wire charges are largely re- 
sponsible for the sparsity of out of 
town stage bookings for major net- 
work radio It’s keeping all 
but the large salaried turns out of 
the theatres during their commer- 
cial broadcasting engagements, 
since the wire charges are prohib- 
itive for moderate stage-salaried 
acts, 

Unless a radio act’s stage salary 
is high, such wire charges as $350 
from Washington and Baltimore, 
$400 from Toronto and Buffalo, $900 
from the coast, etc., preclude va- 
riety booking chances away from 
the source of the broadcast which is 
usually New York. 

If the act’s radio sponsor will pay 
the wire charges, or the theatre will 
make it up on a net salary basis, 
the medium priced turns can accept 
a $700 stage date which involves a 
$400 wire bill, but this sponsor or 
theatre co-operation isn’t forthcom- 
ing very often. A $700 commercial 
radio act booked for Baltimore 
would become a $1,100 act if the 
theatre paid the wire bills. 

It’s tougher for independently 
placed acts than for those under 
contract to either of the two net- 
work artist bureaus. NBC and CBS 
manage to have wire charges for 
their own barnstorming acts dis- 
counted somewhat, but the differ- 
ence isn't enough to permit much 
traveling for these acts, either. 


MORRISON-WINKLER 
AGENCY DISSOLVES 


Danny 


acts. 








Charlie Morrison and 


Winkler are dissolving the Morri- 
son-Winkler agency formed last 
year. Office, with staff unchanged 
otherwise, will be under Morrison’s 
sole ownership. 

Winkler may either return to the 
music business or continue as an 
agent on his own. 

Along with the office and agency 
Morrison retains his RKO franchise, 
also the Equity permit obtained by 
M. & W. a few weeks ago. Matty 
Rosen continues with the office. 


DAVIS ON ROACH LOT 


Frank Davis (Davis and Darnell), 
leaving vaudeville, departed for 
Hollywood last week on a combina- 
tion director-writer-actor contract 
with the Hal Roach studio. 

In vaude Davis has long been a 
comedy dialog expert, writer and 
coach for other acts, besides doing 
his own turn with Mrs. Davis (Adele 
Darnell). He was out of vaude for 
awhile several years ago as a super- 
visor on Pathe’s shorts in the east. 





PERFORMERS’ BENEFIT 


Chicago, Nov. 20. 


ing a benefit show on Dec. 
indigent performers at the 
ican Hospital. 
Walter Driver 
Show 


Performers (¢ 


chairman 
will be 
‘lub 


given 


the 


and not permitted to have visitors. | with ducats at a buck. 











of the | 
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auditorium ; 





THEY REPEAT 


AND REPEAT 





Six and Seven Dates a Year 


in All Broadway Variety 
Houses Nothing Now for 
Some Acts—Bookers 
Booking from Fright and 
Playing Favs Only—Act 
in One House Four Times 
with Holdovers— Past 


Year’s Startling Records | 





KILLING ’EM 





One answer to what’s wrong with 
vaudeville that can be traced to 
the booking offices is the startling 
number of repeats played in the re- 
maining first grade variety the- 
atres by certain acts during the 
past year. 

That all the bookers are play- 
ing a few favs mainly while fear- 
ing to take a chance with some- 


thing new on the shows, and that 
in many instances they’re playing 
the few favs to death, is evidenced 
by the booking records of the past 
12 months. 

The records speak clearly for 
themselves and call for no _ ex- 
planatory comment as to how the 
variety theatres are now being 
booked. A perusal of the bills of 
the Broadway houses for the past 
12 months, from November to No- 
vember, reveals a condition that 
prevails practically all over. 

Some acts, from the records, ap- 
pear to be playing stock on Broad- 
way, and in all the houses, with the 
booker of the Paramount thinking 
nothing of playing the act imme- 
diately after the booker of the State 
is through with it, and vice versa. 
The State and Par are just men- 
tioned for discussion’s sake, since 
all the other Broadway house are 
involved. Seyen and eight different 
engagements on the street during 
the year, in four or five different 
theatres, was unheard of in the 
past but became quite common this 
year. 

Preisser Repeats 

For instance, Bob Hope, who in 
a year played the Capitol twice and 
the State, Paramount, New Roxy 
and Palace once each. Perhaps a 
better example of how the book- 
ers, when chancing to find a good 
new act, cling to it with a strangle- 
hold, is the kid sister team of 
Cherry and June Preisser. Their 
3roadway route for this year reads: 
Palace, Paramount, Palace, Capitol, 
Paramount, Capitol, in that order. 
Cab Calloway played the Capitol 
four different times, and the State 


once. 
The following listings record 
the individual engagements only 


and do not include the number of 
additional weeks played on hold- 
overs. For instance, Milton Berle’s 
Broadway record for the year 
shows him as having played, in the 
order given, the Paramount, Cap- 
itol, State, State, Paramount.” On 
three of these bookings he was in 
for two to six weeks, 

Broadway theatres involved are 
the Paramount, Capitol, State, Pal- 
ace, Old Roxy, New Roxy and Mu- 
sic Hall; also the Winter Garden, 
playing Sunday night = straight 
vaude shows and presenting, for 
2.75, the same acts that have 
played five and six times recently 
in the 75e combination houses. 
Since the Music Hall of late has 
played few specialty acts, and the 
New Roxy is now in straight pic- 
tures, and also because the Palace 
dropped its vaude for a couple of 


the many re- 


tating stock variety wheel of five 
houses. 

Theatres as abbreviated alonz} 
with the acts listed below are 


(Continued on page 49) 
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STOCK CO. 


Units Tough to Follow; Bookers 


Worrying, but Can't Stop Now: 
Legits Ghosts Haunting Vaude 





Trumped 


Los Angeles, Nov. 20. 

A local vaude monologist 
asked the orchestra leader if 
he looked like Robert Mont- 
gomery or Clark Gable. Be- 
fore the leader could answer 
the gag with ‘King Kong’, a 
customer yelled, ‘A bum.’ 

Actor blew up and walked 
off the stage. Manager of the 
house was waiting. 

‘You'd better get an answer,’ 
advised the megr., ‘you're go- 
ing to hear it often.’ 


PAR ‘BOAT KNEE 
DEEP IN ATTYS. 


current at the 
Broadway Paramount, booked by 
NBC, was surrounded by lawyers 
from Monday through Thursday be- 
fore being okayed to open on Fri- 
day (17) as advertised. Sole cas- 
ualty was Charles Winninger, al- 
though billed in advance, and a 
$1,000 surcharge which had to be 
paid to Jerome Kern, Edna Ferber 
and Oscar Hammerstein II for per- 
mission to use the ‘Show Boat’ title 
and idea for the presentation, 

Winninger was forced out by a 
film assignment with Marshall Neil- 
lan on Long Island. 

The authors of the Ziegfeld oper- 
etta production insisted on getting 
some remuneration from the Par 
people, although the unit is a va- 
riety revue from radio, where it is 
sponsored by Maxwell House cof- 
fee, and devoid of any adherence to 
the Ferber-Hammerstein libretto. 
Jerome Kern's music wasn't used, 
either, excepting that with the 
$1,000 tariff it was decided to sand- 
wich in ‘Ol’ Man River’ as an after- 











‘Show Boat’ unit 


thought. 
Maxwell House also had its legal 
representative insisting upon the 


coffee getting billing. Winninger, 
Lanny Ross, Molasses and January, 
Conrad Thibault et al. participate 
in the radio commercial. 


Long Film Cuts Palace 





Stage Show to 35 Mins. 


Chicago, Nov. 20. 
Ken Murray show coming into the 
Palace on Dec. 1, will stay two 
weeks and will do only a 35-minute 
performance in front of the band. 
Due to the ‘Little Women’ (RKO) 
picture, which will stay a fortnight. 
Picture runs 130 minutes, with RKO 
refusing any slicing of the running 
time. 


WM. MILLIKAN SLAIN 





Ex-Vaud Player Was Father of Mrs. | 


Fay and Mrs. Coley 


Raleigh, N. C., Nov. 20. 

William Millikan, 
ville comedian, was brutally mur- 
dered in his store at Lassiter’s Mill, 
this city, by a thug who 
clubbed him to death and robbed 
him of the profits of the small store 
he had conducted there since his 
retirement from the stage. He was 
the father of Mrs. Clarence Coley 





}months during the year, the list/t7e himself had been on the stage 
Performers Club of America giv- narrows down and 
2 for the | Peats by the quick repeat acts were | 


4Amer- | Played most of the time on a ro- 


and Mrs. Frank Fay, of the vaude 
team of Fay, Two Coleys and Fay. 
'for about 40 vears. 

He went to Lassiter’s Mill about 
15 years ago, his last professional 
engagement having been with ‘Mis- 
souri Girl.’ 

In addition to the daughters al- 
ready mentioned, he is survived by 


‘his wife, the former Mary Soper. 


+ 


former vaude- | 


When they're through playing 
units—or, rather, when there are no 
more units to play—they don't know 
what they'll do, say the major cir- 
cuit and theatre bookers. They 
don’t think they can follow the big 
units with ordinary vaude shows 
again, but in the meantime the 
present is more of a worry than the 
future; that’s. the attitude all 
around. 

If the unit policy could be adopted 
on a permanent basis their worries 
would be over. But the source is 
limited, and that’s the rub. One 
major circuit booker declared last 
week that he sees nothing encour- 
aging in the way of unit material 
after Feb. 1, with the comparatively 
small amount of playing time avail- 
able for the unit shows likely to 
consume all of them by that date. 

What It Takes 

The units involved are the big- 
time shows buili for the Grade A 
houses and most of them playing on 
large guarantees against percentage, 
All are required to be elaborate for 
the money, but there are several 
different types of billing for head- 
lining purposes. They must have to 
be one of four things: a box-office 
name in the cast; a title with stand- 
ing in the musical field, such as 
‘Seandals’ or ‘Vanities’; the tab ver- 
sion of a recent musical hit that 
can draw on its legit record when 
repeating in abbreviated form; or a 
freak attraction. 

There are about 25 such units 
now booked or playing the de luxe 
theatres on guarantees ranging 
from $3,500 to $8,500, and with from 
30 to 50 people in the casts. They’re 
all doing more business than the 
regulation and mostly nameless va- 
riety bills that preceded them, alter- 
nate with them and must follow 
them eventually unless a beter fol- 
low-up is found. 

Of these 25 shows, the units dis- 
tinguished by individual names 
rather than a show title are: Ted 
Lewis, Weaver Bros., Duncan Sis- 
ters, Waring’s Pennsylvanians, 
George Olsen-Ethel Shutta, Rudy 
Vallee, Morton Downey, Kate Smith, 
Betty Compson, Jack Benny. 

Strictly titular units with estabe 
lished show labels as the chief bill- 
ing feature are: ‘Crazy Quilt,’ ‘Cote 
ton Club Revue,’ ‘Scandals,’ ‘Van- 
ities,’ ‘Greenwich Village Follies,’ 
‘Artists and Models.’ 

Tabloidized ex-legits are: ‘Student 
Prince,’ ‘Strike Me Pink,’ ‘Take a 
Chance,’ ‘50,000,000 Frenchmen,’ and 
‘Jesse James.’ 

Freak Attractions 
the freak class are World’s 
Midgets, ‘Mid-way Nights,’ 
‘Ripley’s Oddities,’ Beverly West's 
All-Girl show. The Chicago fair 
produced the first three units for 


In 
Fair 


theatres, besides Sally Rand. A la 
Rand, the ‘Midway Nights’ show, 
which Loew has booked for $4,000 


and a split contains a whole flock of 
fan dancers. ‘Oddities’ is a pro- 
duced collection of some material 
used in the Ripley freak exhibit on 
the fair midway. 
Because most of the 
now available is through the unit 
| pills, with the bookers preferring 
l them to the regular vaude bills, pro- 
peer of individual vaude acts of 


real money 





}big time calibre is now practically 
lat a standstill. The producers and 
| agents are concentrating on units 
almost exclusively, going back years 
j}for possible titles and into corners 
lof the storage houses that haven't 


| been invaded for many moons, for 
scenery, costumes and props. 
For example, the Shuberts are 


;}contemplating an extensive picture 
| house unit sideline through a tie-up 
with Lyons & Lyons by which such 
oldies in the way of titles as ‘Pass- 
Show’ and others may be ex- 
|humed. William Morris office has 
| already issued the Shuberts’ ‘Stu- 
}dent Prince.’ 

At present, about 75% of the best 
|major playing time, mostly Loew 
jand RKO, is playing two units to 
lone variety show, irrently 

They’re eating good 


| 


ling 


as ‘ 
booked. the 


ones up fast. 
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Inside Stuff-Vaude 


Looks like a big year for the Kellys. Walter C.’s brother, Jack, for- 

















Exploitation 


(Continued from page 23) 


$1 PAYS FOR $3,000 
LIFE PROTECTION 


Even If You Are Past 55 





Lucky Substance 


It has been quite a little time 
since there has come a report on 
distribution of sand from the Sa- 
hara, lucky leaves from Siam and 
similar gags. They used to be com- 
mon but the edge wore off. Now 
they are old enough to be renewed. 
It has to be tied to some locality 
play or a fortune title, but that’s 
simple. 

One of the best ideas combines 
the angle of the chain letter in 


largest association of its kind in 
the State and operating under 
state law, is offering to men, 
women and children, between the 
ages of 10 and 75, a new Life Protection Ccr- 
tificate without medical examination for $1, 
which pays $1.000 for death from any cause: 
$2,000 to $3,000 for accidental death. SEND 
NO MONEY. Just your name, age, name of 
beneficiary, and a Life Certificate, fully mace 
out in your name, will be sent to you for 10 
Days’ Free Inspection. NO AGENT WILL 
CALL. If you decide to keep it, send only 
$1 to put your protection in force for at least 
45 days—then about 3c a day. If not, you 
owe nothing. OFFER LIMITED. So write 
today. 











modified form. It was a knockout 
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PALACE, New York ‘jc " Now! 


C’mup an’ See Us! 





“Opera in the Ruff” 
MATERIAL FULLY PROTECTED 


Direction 


and 








MILES INGALLS 


CURTIS & ALLEN AGENCY 


MARK LEDDY 


LEDDY & SMITH 














PALACE, NEW YORK, This Week (Nov. 17) 


IRENE VERMILLION 


THE PERT DANCER 


Direction Roger Murrel Kermit Dart, Musical Director 


once. Common light-colored sand 
is obtained. Part is dyed a purple 
and part bright yellow. When it 
has dried the two are mixed and a 
| dozen grains or so are wrapped in a 

small paper such as druggists use 
|for powders. That’s merely to back 








(Continued from page 1) 


telephonic business campaign. Flo- 
rists, jewelers and realtors use the 
same routine. 


One femme, who was rumored 


she claims, came from parsons. 
Laugh here was that the business- 
seekers got their tip from a chatter 
column and the nuptial-to-be re- 
port was all wet. 
Rev.’s Air Commercial 

As a plug for more knot-tying 
biz, the Rev. John Troy, of the 
Church of California, has contract- 
ed for an hour each Sunday morn 
on KMTR, Hollywood, and plans 
to marry one couple during that 
time. “The Honeymoon Breakfast 
Club’ is the nuptial title of the 
program which begins in January. 

Minister, who takes pride in the 
fact he marries around 700 couples 
a year, is looking to this program 
to increase the figures. He will 
perform a marriage each week at 
the broadcasting station as enter- 
tainment for listeners and as a 
further bid for more ceremonies at 
his church, which is know in Los 
Angeles as the ‘Little Church 
Around the Corner.’ 

There’s to be no charge for mar- 
rying the couples. 

Rest of his program is to be 
straight church stuff, with solo, 
chorus singing and a sermon. 





Quickie Divorce 
San Francisco, Nov. 20. 

Matt Duffin of Duffin and Draper, 
hoofing team at Bal Tabarin cafe, 
flew to Los Angeles after his last 
night show the other night. 

Got a divorce from Juliette Duffin 
on grounds of desertion ,and re- 
turned here in time for next night’s 
show. 





Hal LeRoy, the dancer, and John- 
ny Broderick, the comedian, have 
talked it over and decided that 
they’d like to be music publishers. 
They’ve got a catalog to start with. 

‘When I Dance With You’ and 
‘The Romance Is Ended’ are their 
first titles. 

















NEW 





ACTS | 


| 
| 
| 








with special brand of tortured Eng- 
lish. There is amusing by-play 
with the excitable Italian getting 
away from the loud speaker and his 
applause cues to his supporters go- 
ing wrong. 

He gets into a wrangle with a gir] 


with the gang of supporters. All 
that is needed to make this frame 
work effective is to knit it closely. 
The material is there. 

For the finish the stage closes in 
‘one’ for an accordion duet by the 
Romano Bros. bit by Tony Deluca 
and song finale with Miss Lockwood 
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ing. 

Using the long and limber poles 
for balance troupe carries a girl 
for shoulder mounting and finishes, 
also like the Wallendas, with the 
bicycle prop for a three-high 
build-up. Act carries a clown meme 
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SID GRAUMAN Presents 


‘WHITEY’ 
ROBERTS 


United Artists Theatre, L. A. 
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LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 


Last Week (Nov. 10) 
THIS WEEK (Nov. 17) 
Orpheum, Boston 


Week of Nov. 24 
Boulevard and Gates 


New York 





“SOMETHING HAPPENING ALL THE TIME IN BOB LA SALLE’S NEW ACT,” says “Rush” in 


BOB LA SALLE 


BOOKED SOLID 
OVER THE ENTIRE 
LOEW CIRCUIT 


assisted by 


Billy Joyce - Jim Rentch 
Dorothy La Salle 


Direction JOHNNY HYDE, WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 


(New Act Written by BILLY JOYCE) 


“Variety” Nov. 14 


and SIDNEY PIERMONT 





THANKS TO 
MR. J. J. LUBIN 
R. MARVIN SCHENCK 























“A Showman as well 


RED 


as a Memory Marvel” Hit home at the State, New York (Last Week, Nov. 2) says VARIETY 


DIE CRAIG, 





THE LAD WITH THE 
INDEX BRAIN 


etc., 
handful of 
memory marvel. 


applause. 
Char. 





‘VARIETY’—NOV. 7 (LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK). 
in the middle of the bill, 
hit home with the State crowd Saturday afternoon, sending young Craig over toa big 
Craig makes a nice appearance and is as much a showman as a 


The mental wizardry of Craig, Jr., 


adding up figures, writing while talking about something else, 








JR. 


Direction: 


IRVING COOPER 
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MAX RICHARDS 
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L. A. Vaude and Units Hit Skids 
Due to Talent Dearth, Wage Fite 


Los Angeles, Nov. 20. 


Vaude shows will exit from at 
least half the first-run group houses 
before the end of the month, ac- 
cording ‘to present indications. 
Stage presentations will also be 
eliminated under present plans of 
local operators, with the exception 
of Grauman’s Chinese. 

Elimination of flesh entertain- 
ment is ascribed to two causes, 
inability of the managers to get to- 
gether with stagehands and musi- 
cians on the new wage demands, 
and dearth of class talent, with 
customers said to be yawning at 
monotony of offerings at various 
houses. 

The Los Angeles shuffled off its 
stage show Nov, 16, dropping six 
musicians and four stagehands, and 
going double feature first-runs. 
Management ascribes change not to 
altercation with unions, but to list- 
less and mediocre flesh talent avail- 
able. 

Three Straight Sound 

Warners’ Downtown and Holly- 
wood, as well as Loew’s State, are 
set to take stage portion of their 
stage program out on Nov, 22 and 
to go straight sound. This will 
eliminate 32 musicians and 12 
stagehands at the two Warners’ 
houses, 

With Sophie Tucker set for two 
weeks’ personals at the United Ar- 
tists, this house contemplates out- 
ing the flesh Nov. 28, although 
change to straight sound has not 
been finally decided on. United 
Artists would have ‘Henry VIII’ as 
first attraction under the new pol- 
icy. Here 12 musicians and six 
stagehands are involved. 


Par Hesitant 


Paramount, which had also been 
slated to drop stage shows Nov. 22, 
was hedging somewhat on original 
intention as the week closed, but 
with likelihood that vaude would 
g0. Band here comprises 16 and 
stagehands five. 

Orpheum and Million Dollar are 
scheduled to continue with vaude, 
managements feeling they can get 
together with the unions on the 
wage scale. 

Pantages’ Hollywood, playing a 
lone hand, will continue filmvaude 
policy. 


B&K Dating WLS Dance 
Ahead of Loop Booking 


Chicago, Noy. 20. 


B. & K, taking WLS Barn Dance 
for other dates besides the loop 
Placement for week of Dec. 1. Fol- 
lows click for its one-day Harding 
stand last week. 

Is booked for the Congress day of 
Nov. 30, opening following day at 





Chicago. So can be advertised in 
the Chicago as ‘direct from the 
Congress.’ 





Crawfords Go South 


Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Crawford will 
pack their own consoles and hie 
themselves southward for some In- 
terstate time. 

Organists open down there Jan. 13 
for eight weeks in that circuit’s 
straight picture houses. 


COAST RUN FOR TRAHAN 


Al Trahan goes to the coast 
through Charlie Morrison for a run 
at Grauman’s Chinese. 

Trahan will headline the prolog to 
Eddie Cantor’s ‘Roman Scandals.’ 





Boat Showman in Politics 
New Martinsville, W. Va., Nov. 20. 


Ed Warren, whose real name is 
Warren Leisenring, and who is re- 
membered by people here because 
of his acting on show boats that 
Played on the Ohio River here, was 
elected city commissioner out at 
Cheyenne, Wyoming, according to 
word received here. 





Vaud for Newburgh 
Newburgh, N. Y., Nov. 20. 
Eugene Levy’s Ritz opening Nov. 
29 will play vaude and first runs. 
House was formerly the Cohen and 
State. 
Clinton E. Lake, 


will be in charge. 


formerly man- | ; Pe nei ie ee 
ager of the New York Hippodrome, | again soon with 22 people including | 





Lincoln Orpheum Calls 
Off Its Stage Shows 


Lineoln, Nov. 20, 

Vaude goes out of the Orpheum 
here today and ends a steady policy 
which began Sept. 3. 

House principally owes the drop- 
ping of flesh to a squabble with lo- 
cal dailies ending with no ads for 
the house in the papers. Cal Bard, 
the mgr., says a vaude show can’t 
be handled without ads, but how he 
expects to do it with straight pics 
is another thing. 


FALLY MARKUS 
LEAVING AMAL. 


Fally Markus and Amalgamated 
are splitting, with the indie booker 
leaving the Mike Comerford cir- 
cuit’s booking office next week to 
go on his own. Out of the busi- 
ness for over a year, during which 
time he operated an independent 
employment agency, Markus re- 
turned last season to take over the 
Comerford book. 

Comerford will continue its own 
booking office under another head 
for its own small amount of play- 
ing time. The houses are Wilkes- 
Barre and Scranton, splits, and a 
last half in Binghamton, N. Y. 

In addition to these, Markus has 
been booking the Fox, Brooklyn, and 
some assorted weeks-of indie time 
in the Comerford office. Understand- 
ing is he’ll take the indie time with 
him, 








Palace, Canton, Follows 


Nearby Loew’s to Vaud 


Canton, Nov. 20. 

After several weeks of straight 
films, Palace here switches to com- 
bination stage and film programs, 
with Jack Pearl and his company 
as the first stage attraction. Other 
unit shows have been contracted, 
also a personal appearance of Amos 
and Andy. G. B. Odlum, manager, 
plans to use stage attractions here- 
after as often as he is able, 

Loew’s, across the street, which 
has been offering vaudfilm for sev- 
eral weeks, is reported doing much 
better under the new policy. 








‘Models’ Scratched 


Syracuse, Nov. 20. 
‘Artists and Models’, penciled in 
for RKO Keith’s week of Dec. 1 is 
out, and will be replaced by Charles 
‘Buddy’ Rogers and his band. 
Scratching of ‘Artists and Models’ 
came after local reviewers handei 
the razz to ‘Scandals’, Latter, play- 
ing Loew’s State, had less than half 
the 50 girls promised in marquee 
electrics and otherwise fell short. 








LOAN SQUAWKS 
Chicago, Nov. 20. 
George Wintz has filed suit 


against Flournoy Miller and Eubie 
Blake for sums of $452 and $404. 

Suit claimed to be for personal] 
loans in connection with the 
‘Shuffle Along’ show. 





Jesse! Sun. Pinch-Hitter 

Jack Benny-Mary Livingston ra- 
dio unit at the Century, Baltimore, 
this week skipped the Sunday show, 
flying in for the regular Sunday 
nite Chevrolet broadcast. 

George Jessel filled in, being com- 
pensated by Benny direct and not 
by the theatre, for the day’s sub- 
stitution, 

Next week in Philly with Sunday 
shows taboo, it’s a break for 
Benny’s ether chores. 





Revamp Hall Tab 
Canton, Nov. 20. 

Fred Hall’s ‘Words and Music’ 
tab, which has been playing south- 
ern Ohio and Indiana territory for 
several weeks, is back for reorgani- 
zation. 

Some new people are being added 
to the cast and a new advance is 
being organized. Show will go out 





la 10-piece stage band. 


‘Coast Revue Unit Sets 
| Up a Touring Record 


Lincoln, Nov. 20. 
| ‘Hollywood Revue’ unit, co-owned 
by Fred 

Dunn, has set up a record. Show 
came away from the west coast last 
| March and has worked as far east 
;}as the Fox time through Iowa and 
Minnesota. 

In the time since the start, the 
unit has laid off a total of 11 days, 
with over half of those compelled 
by long jumps. It’s a 14-people 
show and runs about 50 minutes 
Unit now has about nine weeks 
ahead, Jim Skelly is in advance. 


COAST MAKEUP EXPERT 
HEADS UNIT IN SOUTH 


Charlotte, Nov. 20. 

Tom Mix and his horse ‘Tony, 
heading a unit, has the cream of the 
North Carolina houses booked fo: 
dates this month. With Mix are his 
wife and sister, Irma, and five cow- 
boys. They are playing picture 
houses, 

Other units in the state now in- 
clude ‘Echoes of Broadway’ com- 
pany, with Billy Wade; Lionel 
Ricau, of radio; Evelyn Beason and 
Frankie Labit, the Melody Misses, 
who had 40 weeks. 

‘Happy Daze’ company with 20 
people and stage band still in this 
section, Steve and His Southerners 
orchestra playing eating houses 
now. Kiva Hoffman, Hollywood 
make-up expert, running style rev- 
ues with 20 models and a 12-piece 
orchestra, 


Vaude Stock Co. 


(Continued from page 47) 


P (Paramount), C (Capitol), §S 
(State), Pal (Palace), OR (Old 
Roxy), NR (New Roxy), M (Music 
Hall), W (Winter Garden.) The 
most frequent repeaters in these 
houses the last year, with the dates 
they played in the order given, 
were: 

Morton Downey—<, §, C. 

Borrah Minevitch—P, NR, §, C, 
P, W. 

Geo. Olsen band—S, C, P, P. 

Radio Rubes—S, R, 8, P. 

Lillian Shade—P, S, R, Pal. 

Harriet Hoctor—C, M, NR, 8S, W. 

York and King—S, Pal, M, 8, C, 
Pal, W. 

Benny Davis—S, S, C. 

Ray Bolger—M, M, Pal, C, P, 8S, C. 

Lillian Miles—P, Pal, Pal. 

George Givot—C, C, P, NR, Pal. 

Rex Weber—cC, 8S, Pal, W. 

Frank and Milt Britton—S, §, P, 
Pal, W. 

Will Mahoney—FP, §, C, S. 

Cookie Bowers—Pal, P, Pal, OR, 
OR, CS, 

Block and Sully—S, P, Pal, Pal. 

Gus Van—C, S, P, OR. 

Maria Gambarelli—NR, Pal, NR, 
C, &, W. 

Arnaut Bros.—M, §S, C, Pal. 

Three Sailors—C, NR, 8, Pal. 

Lowe, Burnoff and Wensley—C, 
M, Pal. 

Georges Campo—Pal, R, 8, P. 

Annie, Judy and Zeke—Pal, NR, 
NR, P. 

Dick and Edith Barstow—S, C, Pal. 

Berry Bros.—P, M, OR, WG. 

Bill Demarest—C, P, 8, S. 

Eleanor Powell—M, NR, MH, P. 

Slate Bros.—Pal, R, S, W. 

Al Trahan—cC, S, P, C, 8, W. 

Georgie Price—C, P, M. 

Bob Murphy—Pal, S. S. 

Paul Draper—M, NR, M, P, M. 

Taylor and Leon—C, §, C. 

Ballet and Lamb—OR, S, OR, Pal. 

Gertrude Neisen—S, 8S, OR, Pal, W. 

Aunt Jemima—S, §, S. 

Wilbut Hall—OR, Pal, OR, 8. 

Helen Morgan—C, 8S, W. 

Arthur Tracy—cC, §, S. 

Helen Lynd—cC, 8, P, Pal. 

Slim Timblin—S, Pal, S. 

Zelda Santley—OR ,OR, 8. 

Walter Wahl—OR, P, 8S. 

Jane Froman—M, P, P. 

Tom and Betty Wonders—OR, P, 
OR, 

Raymond Baird—S, R, Pal. 

Buster Shaver—cC, S, R. 

Gomez and Winona—C, P, M, M. 

John Fogarty—OR, OR, C. 

Hal Menken—OR, §, C, S. 

James Melton—P, P, P, R. 

Jack Powell—S, R, R, W. 

Gine, DeQuincy and Lewis—M, 
NR, Pal. 

Tito Guizar—cC, C, OR. 

Herman Timberg—NR, P, S, C. 

Stan Kavanaugh—NR, OR, Pal. 

Ben Blue—S, Pal, OR, W. 

Colleanos—NR, Pal, OR. 

Lanny Ross—OR, Pal, P, P. 

Pops and Louie—P, P, S, P, OR. 

Rosita and Ramon—S, Pal, W. 

Buck and Bubbles—C, §S, C, S. 

Sheila Barrett—S, C, P, 8S. 

Herb Williams—cC, S, C, S, W. 























Bob Ripa—S, P, Pal, M, OR. 

Parry and Whitledge—S, Pal, OR 
Pal. 

Cooper & Lathrops—S, C, P. 

Cass, Mack and Owen—C, P, S, C 

Pat Rooney—C, P, S, W. 


Venita Gould—Pal, P, Pal, W. 


La France and Johnny | 


W.&V. Time Shifts 


Sherman: Three 


_ 








Coast Vaude Perks Up 
ith Idak>, Col. Stands 


Los Angeles, Nov. 20. 

Ceorge Sackett, former manager 
of the Downtown here, now with the 
Bert Levey office, has returned from 
a trip through the mountain states 
adding two weeks to the Levey 
books, 

New stands are a split week he- 
tween Boise and Twin Falls, Idaho, 
and a full week at the Denham, 
Denver. Additional time gives the 
Levey office 10 weeks booked out 
of L. A. Boise is played following 
Spokane, 


More Chi Midway 
Attractions Are 
Going on Road 








Chicago, Nov. 20. 

Counting on the publicity of the 
World’s Fair for the big asset, at 
least 10 shows are hopping from the 
expo midway to road tours. Most 
of the units from the midway con- 
sessions are booking themselves by 
ringing doorbells through the mid- 
west, though many of the units have 
already set themselves with circuit 
routes. 

Going out are the Ripley Oddi- 
ties, the Midget Village, ‘Streets of 
Paris’, ‘Life’, Mexican Village, Hol- 
lywood-at-the-Fair, Darkest Africa, 
Miss America and the Belgian Vil- 
lage Dancers. 

More shows being organized 
without exact propriety, not hav- 
ing been within the showgrounds at 
all, but merely taking some one or 
two performers who happened to be 
at the fair. With the unit being 
plugged as ‘direct from the fair’. 

All the midway shows are on the 
road with the idea of keeping in- 
tact through the winter so as to be 
ready to go back on the fair grounds 
on the reopening in June, 1934. 


1934 Returning Vaud to 
B&K’s Big Indie Spots 


Chicago, Novy. 20. 

Vaude slated for return to B. & K. 
big neighborhood arenas, Uptown 
and southside Tivoli, shortly after 
the first of the year. Will be full 
week stands. Arrangements now 
being made with Jimmy Petrillo of 
the musicians, union with a mini- 
mum of 12 men in the pit likely due 
to the size of the houses. 

Excellent results on the present 
week-end bookings of the other 
B. & K. neighborhooders is prompt- 
ing the vaude spread. 











Ben Blue to London 


Ben Blue who ended his Vanity 
Fair engagement in New York a 
couple weeks ago to make shorts for 
Warner Bros., goes abroad early in 
January to appear at the Cafe de 
Paris, London. 

Tentative opening date at the 
London spot is Jan. 9, with length 
of engagement, yet to be set, prob- 
ably four weeks. 

Blue may also fill an engagement 
at Monte Carlo while abroad. 





ETHEL WATERS’ SHORT 
Ethel Waters’ is set for an all- 
colored musical short for Meyer 
Davis’ Magna Pictures. 
The Southernaires, NBC act, and 
Frank Wilson also in it. 





Garden Charity Sundays 
Regular weekly straight vaude- 
ville at the Winter Garden, New 
York, becomes a charity show next 
Sunday night (25) under the New 
York American’s Christmas Fund 


auspices. Proceeds go to the fund 





with the show provided by the 
regular W. G. booker, Edgar Allen. 

Same fund’s benefit Sunday night 
1 (18) at the Imperial, New York, 
|}grossed only $700 at $3 top and 
{with the scale reported held re-} 
| sponsible. Winter Garden’s regu 


Jlay top is only 2éc less than that. 


from Loew to 
Bookers in Month 


posting notice for the 
closing of Loew vaude Novy. 24 in 
its five Pennsylvania and southern 
vaude towns, the Wilmer & Vin- 
cent half of the Loew-W. & V. 
partnership in these towns has de- 
cided not to go straight pictures, 
Instead, three will retain vaude, 
but with another booker supplying 
the shows, while the remaining pair 
of houses go pictures for the 
holidays and revive vaude around 
Jan. 1, 

New booker is Eddie Sherman, 
who operates between New York 
and Philadelphia. He starts book- 
ing Norfolk, Richmond and Harris- 
burg next week (25), with the Loew 
bills to stop the previous night. 
Later on he gets Norfolk and Rich- 
mond, 

Sherman will be the Loew-W. 
& V. theatres’ third booker in less 
than a month. Loew office suc- 
ceeded the indie William Morris of- 
fice booker, Laurence Golde, under 
whom the houses returned to stage 
policies after from one to two years 
of straight pictures. 

Reasons for the switch from 
Loew to Sherman, despite Loew’s 
interest in the houses, not given, 
although it further complicates 
matters. Sherman also books the 
Hippodrome, Baltimore, which is 
the chief Loew opposish in Balto 
and which Loew once ‘blacklisted.’ 


Publix Division Head 
In N.W. Stage-Minded 


Minneapolis, Nov. 20. 


John J, Friedl, Publix Northwest 
division manager, is convinced that 
stage shows have been a business 
stimulant on the circuit, and he will 
go in for them to a greater extent, 
according to his announcement, 

The circuit just has concluded 
playing the second WLS ‘Merry- 
Go-Round’ show. It previously had 
played the WLS ‘Barn Dance’ in all 
spots. Other stage shows recently 
played throughout the entire circuii 
include ‘Show of Shows,’ with 32 
people, and “The Diamond Revue.’ 

‘Especially in the smaller towns 
there appears to be a real hunger 
for flesh-and-blood entertainment,’ 
Mr. Friedl explained. ‘Our recent 
experience has been very success- 
ful with the various stage units. A 
band and an eight-girl line make a 
big show for the smaller towns and 
have real pulling power.’ 

In Minneapolis name attractions 
and stage shows will continue to be 
booked into the State occasionally. 
The Mills Brothers are scheduled 
for their third return engagement 
next month. 


Although 











Milwaukee Gets Spurt 
Of Rival Stage Shows 


Milwaukee, Novy. 20. 


There has been a sudden increase 
in stage fare locally within recent 
weeks not only in the loop but also 
in the nabes including such offer- 
ings as ‘Shuffle Along,’ vaude bills, 
40-piece symphony orchestras and 
radio names. 

Even the Warner, which does not 
as a rule depart from its straight 
film policy, got away from the 
beaten path to offer Amos ’n’ Andy 
in person to real business. 

The Palace has gone in for vaud- 
film in a big way rece” -y . offering 
for the week beginning #” an ex- 
cellent bill headed by Faith Bacon, 
Supporting the star are Don Ze- 
laya, Bernard and Henri, Dolores, 
Andre and Dimitri, Don Santos, the 
Chicago theatre ballet and Johnny 
Davis and his band. 

Across the street at the Fox Wis- 
consin, ‘Harlem Nights’ is current 
supplemented by ‘Berkeley Square,’ 
Jimmy Innes and his orchestra plus 
Martin Pflug at the organ. 

The Riverside continues to offer 
its vaude-film—and good bills most 
of the time. The Garden keeps its 
straight picture policy as does the 
Alhambra. 





PATTI MOORE’S MISHAP 
Chicago, Nov. 20. 





Sammy Lewis and Patti Moore 
dropped out of the Palace show last 
| week when Miss Moore wrenched 
‘her shoulder. Frank Melino and 
 ¢ ompany replaced, 

lewis and Moore head back to 


Chi in two weeks for a stay at the 
| State-Lake. 


—_ 
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Variety Bilis 





NEXT WEEK (Nov. 23) 
THIS WEEK (Nov. 16) 


show, whether 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


full or split week 














RKO 


Grace Doro 
Edgar Birgen Co 
Mills Gold & Raye 
Virginia Lee 








NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (24) 
Jack Whiting 
Hal Jerome 
(Three to fill) 
(17) 
Irene Vermillion 
Arren & Broderick 
Jack Arthur 
Harry Savoy 
4 Ortons 
Academy 

Yst half (24-27) 
4 Aces 
Paddy Cliff Co 
Major Sharp & M 
Milo 
Rimacs 

2d half (98-30) 
Gordon & Iona 
Lew Pollack Co 
Lewis & Ames 
Proski's Tigers 
(One to fill) 

2a half (21-23) 
3 De Long Sis 
Eddie Miller 





Bert Walton 
Lilyan Tashman 
Buster Shaver Co 
(One to fill) 
105th St. (24) 
Beverly a Rev 


(17) 
50 M’l'n Frenchm’'n 


COLUMBUS 
Keith's (24) 


50 M’l'n Frenchm’'n 
17 


( 
Duncan Sis Co 
DAYTON 
Keith’s (24) 
Duncan Sis 


DETROIT 
Downtown (24) 
Thurston 
(17) 

Buddy Rogers Ore 
FAR ROCKAWAY 
Strand 
lst half (25-26) 
Chester Fredericks 

4 Camerons 











Metropolitan, 


ALL 


By LEDDY 





BERNICE CLAIRE 


VIVIAN FAY 
TOM, DICK and HARRY 


Fox’s Brooklyn 


LACED 


Boston, and 


& SMITH 














De Vito & Denny 
Rome & Gaut 
Hollyw’d Revels 
Audubon 
2d half (5-7) 
3 Whippets 
Devito & Denny 
Pritt Wood 
Karre LeSaron Co 
(One to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (24) 
White's ‘Scandals’ 
(17) 
Harold Stern Ore 
Gertrude Niesen 
Mitzi Mavyfeir 
Gomez & Winona 
Olyn Landick 
Prospect 
1st half (24-27) 
B & E Newell 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (28-30) 
Linda & Dirgo Rev 
(17) 
Gordon's 
Joe Wong 
Bernice & 
Fred 
Toto 


‘ 
Dogs 


Emily 
Lightner 


Tilyou 
Ist half (25-26) 
Gilbert Bros 
Al Golden Co 
M Montgomery 
Kay Bobby & J 
(One to fill) 
BOSTON 
Boston (24) 
3 De Long Sis 
Reynolds & White 
Ruiz & Ponita 
Watson Sis 
James Melton 
Diamond Boys 
(17) 
Cotton Club Rev 
Keith’s (14) 
Mr & Mrs Crawf'd 
CHICAGO 
Palace (24) 
Carroll's Vanities 
17 


Kitchen Pirates 
Bert Walton 
Lilyan Tashman 
Mills Gold & Raye 
Alex Hyde Ore 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (24) 
Warine’s Penns 
(17) 
Carroll's Vanities 
CLEVELAND 


Linda & Dirgo Rev 
(Two to fill) 


HEMPSTEAD 
Rivoli 

lst half (5-7) 

World's Fair R'v'ls 

lst haif (17-20) 

Morton Downey Rv 


KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (17) 
Strike Me Pink 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (18) 
Ben Bernie Ore 
NEWARK 
Keith's (24) 
‘Student Prince’ 


(17) 
Cab Calloway Ore 
2 Turbans 
NW BRUNSWICK 
Keith’s 
Ist half (25-26) 
Danny Small Co 
Ist half (18-19) 
Tenkai & Okin 
Cirille Rros & B 
Ross & Edwards 
PATERSON 
ieith’s 
1st half (24-27) 
‘Bottoms Up’ Rev 
2a half (28-30) 
Duke McHale Co 
Dillen & Parker 
Ross & Edwards 
Radio Haymakers 
(One to fill) 
fd half (21-23) 
France & J.a Pell 
Russ Elmer & A 
Jack Whiting Co 
J & K Lee 
Valaida Snow 
Berry Bros Ore 
ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (24) 
Buddy pegere Ore 
17) 


Beverly West Co 
TRENTON 


apit 

Ist half (24-27) 
Gordon's Dogs 
Jack Major 
Wills & Davis 
(One to fill) 

2d half (28-30) 
Britt Weod 
(T'wo to fill) 

£a half (21-23) 
2 Arleys 
Gordon & Reed 
Ross & Edwards 





Palace (24) 
Kitchen Pirates 


Vito & Perry Rev 





—=— | 





OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N, V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 Broadway 


This Week: Farrell & Endor, Marcella Sevilla 


T Rafferty Co 
2d haif (28-30) 
Rasso 
Wm Hall 
Joe Morris Co 
Harry Seamon 
Parker & Sidano 
BALTIMORE 
Century (24) 
‘Crazy Quilt’ 
Stanley (24) 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Zelda Santley 
Enrico & Novello 
Slate Bros 
BOSTON 
_ Orpheum (24) 
Gretonas 
Vic Laurie 
Leavitt & Lockw’'d 
Tom Dick & Harry 
Gambarelli Co 
CANTON 
Loew's 
Ist half (24-27) 
Rasso 
Wm Hall 
Joe Morris Co 
Marry Seamen 
Farker & Sidano 


2d half (28-30) 


Max:iine & kobby 
Grace Doro 
Edgar BRerzen Co 
Mills Gold & taye 
Virginia Lee 


T Rafferty Co 
JERSEY CITY 
Loew's (24) 
Ted Lewis Co 
MONTREAL 


Sydell & §& 
Ann Pritchard Co 
Harry F’ster Welsh 
Hatt & Herman 
Fuster West 
Jerry €o 
NEWARK 
State (24) 
M'Iry MeN’ce & R 
Eton Boys 
Fields & Georgie 
Calif Revels 
FROVIDENCE 
Loew's (24) 
Janet May 
Fettit & Douglas 
Ames & Arno 
Eddie Garr 
Gray Fam 
W’SHINGT’'N, D.C, 
Fox (24) 





Kate Smith Rev 








WARNER 





mm 


ELIZADCETH 
Ritz 


Ist half (25-28) 
Martinet & Crow 
Ist half (18-21) 
Jim Wong Co 
Fred Zimbalist 
Any Fami'ty 
Floyd Christy Co 
Templeton Bros Rv 
2d half (22-24) 
Frances Armes 
Jackie Green Co 
(Two to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (24) 





2 Daveys 


Guy Lombardo 
(One to fill) 
(17) 
Jas Evans 
Wills & Davis 
Dave Apollon Co 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (24) 
Harris 2 & Loretta 
Kay Hamilton 
Fred Stone 
Sammy Cohen 
Harmony Co-Eds 
17) 


Balabancw 6 


Milo 
Hill & Hoffinan 
Barto & Man 





Fanchon & Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (24) 
D & H Murray 
Forsythe S’m’n & F 
(Others to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Paramount (24) 
Sisters of Skillet 
12 Aristocrats 
Harry Savoy 
6 Danwills 
(Others to fill) 
BOSTON 
Metropolitan (24) 
Icewell Sis 
Richie Craig Jr 
Silver Burns & B 
(Others to fill) 
DENVER 
Orpheum (24) 
Howe Leonard & A 
3 Cossacks 
Chie Kennedy 
Sunkist Ens 


Gaudschmidt Bros 
Wally & Verdyn 
Bill Aubrey 
Sunkist Ens 

LOS ANGELFS 

Paramount (23) 
Demurest & Sidley 
Novak & Fay 
Vicki Joyce 





(16) 
Demarest & Sidley 
Frank Conville Co 
Cicki Joyce 
Georgie Stoll 
Sunkist Ens 

Loew's Siate 
Lyons & Lendon 
Lomas Tr 
The Theadors 


Albee Sis 
OAKLAND 
Tox-West Coast 
(24) 
Frank Conville Co 
Wing Wah Tr 
J & M Mason 
Edwin George 
(17) 
Serator Murphy 
J & J MacKenna 
Barstows 
Sammy Kreboft 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (24) 
Stoopnugle & Budd 
(Others to fill) 
ST. LOUIS 
Fox (24) 
Zclaya 
(Others to filly 
St. Louis (24) 
Aunt Jemima 
Johnny Lee Co 
Boice & Marsh 
5 Gay Boys 
(Others to fill) 
SALT LAKE, UT’H 
Orpheum (16) 
Howe Leonard & A 
3 Cossacks 
Chie Kennedy 
Sunkist Beauties 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Warfield (24) 
Lyons & London 
Albee Sis 
The Theador* 
Carl Emmy 
(17) 
Tally Rand 
Wing Wah Tr 
Nash & Fately 





J & M Mason 





Pantages 





HOLLYWOOD 
H’llyww’d Pantages 


(17) 
Donatella Bros Co 
Arthur Petley Co 
Jack Gwynn Co 





(Two to fill) 








Loew 


PORTLAND 
Pantages (16) 


Bruno Weiss 3 
Faylen & Hughes 





NEW YURK CITY 
Capitol (24) 
Minor & Rort 
(Others to fill) 
Boulevard 
ist half (24-27) 
Mowatt & Hardy 3 
4 Giants of Har 
‘Pete’ 
Bob La Salle Co 
Le. Murray Rev 
2a half (28-30) 
Maximo 
Hal Young Co 
‘Street Ballyhoo’ 
Earl Faber Co 
Tiacey & Hay 
Orpheum 
Ist half (24-27) 
Maximo 
Hal Young Co 
‘Zamp’ Welsh 
DeToregos 
Ben Blue 
2a half (28-30) 
5 Lelands 
Benny Ross Co 
Lee Murray Rev 
Lang & Squires 
T Christian Ore 
Paradise (24) 
§ Elgcins 
Joe Termini 
Lew Parker Cc 
Coleby Murray 
State (24) 
Harrison's Circus 
3 Miller Bros 
Cass Mack & O 


Co 


Rev 


BROOKLYN 
Bay Ridge 
Ist half (24-27) 


Thornton & Delton 
Anne Butler 
Rio Bros 


Ave. 
(21-27) 


Gates 

Ist half 
2 Arieys 
Wm Ebbs 
Anne Butler 
Sol Gould Co 
Tracey & Hay 

2d half (28-30) 
Alene & Evans 
Waller & Lee 
Vanessi 
Kirk Howard & M 
Giwynne Co 
Metropolitan (24) 
Park & Clifford 





Emil Rereo 
Chas Alearn Co 


CE 


Renard & Rome 
Kuth Roye 
Dave Apollon 9 
Valencia (24) 
Rubio Sis 
Mary Haynes 
Wim Demarest 
Jack Sieney's Rev 
AKRON 
Loew's 
Ist half (24-27) 
Maxime & Bobby 


Eroderick-Mason R 


7 Rangers 
Marty May 
Jean Carroll 
Sandy Lang Co 


Bora & Moreno SE 
Eddie Miller Co inl 
Stratf’'d & Mayd'ry] pruno Weiss 3 
Earl Faber Co Faylen & Hughes 
Rhythmania 7 Rangers 

2d half (28-30) Marty May 
2. Arleys Jean Carroll 


Sandy Lang Co 


(tT) 

Large & Morgner 
Carleton & ,Bailou 
Geo Prentice 
Marion Eddy 
Radio Rubes 
V’NCOUVER, B. C. 

Beacon (24) 
Large & Morgner 
Carleton & Ballou 
Geo Prentice 
Marion Eddy 
Radio Rubes 

(17) 

Davey Jamieson 3 
Sully & Thomas 
Sonny Lamont Co 
Buck Clayton Co 
S’T LAKE C’TY, U. 

Capitol (17) 


Harvard & Bruce 
Frankie Richards'n 
Trado 2 Co 


Evans & Mayer 





Bryant Rheins & Y 








Independent 








BROOKLYN 
Fox (17) 

Sammy Cohen 
Babe Miller 
Freddy Mack 
Vivian Fay 
Rhythm Girls 
Wilfred DuBois 

BALTIMORE 


Hippodrome (17) 
Alex Gray 
Song writers P’r'de 
Wiest & Stanton 
Chaney & Fox 
BOSTON 
Uptown (17) 
Dave Harris Co 
Relle Blanche 
Millis Ray Rev 
Senna & Dean 
Rector & Doreen 
Hectcr’s Ore 





BUFFALO 
Uuffalo (17) 


Amos ‘'n' Andy 
(Others co fill) 
CHICAGO 


State Lake (19) 
Willie Wst & McC 
Frank DeVo 
Mel Klee 
3 Little Maids 
Joe May & Dotty 
A & N Shelby 
Jack Randall 
Al Kvale 

DETROIT 

Colonial (17) 
Maxie Co 
(Others to fill) 

Mayfair (17) 
‘Tod Leary 
Novella Bros 
Muriel Parker 


Co 





3 Harts 


Wileoks & Carson 


Picture Theatres 





NEW YORE CITY 
Paramount (17) 
‘Maxwell Show B't’ 

Lanny Ross 
Conrad Thibault 
Molasses ‘n’ Jan'ry 
Wilson 


Mitchel & Durante 
IFFALO 


Baffale 
Joe Laurie Co 
Holland & Knight 
Larry Adler 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (24) 
Donald Novis 
Teatro DePiccoll 
Vic Oliver 
«17) 
Donald Novis 
Leo Carrillo 
3 Radio Rogues 


Maxellos 

Kvans Girls 
Harding (17) 

Marcus Show 
Marbro (24) 

Radio Rogues 

(Others to fill) 

17) 


Ann Pritchard 
Jack Goldie Rev 
Sid Page <o 
Sylvia Clark 
Bellet & Lamb 
Sibby Sis 
Fuller Ross & D 
DETROIT 
Michigan (24) 
Stone Vernon 4 
Bellitt & Lamb 
Williams & Charles 
TOLEDO 
Paramount (24) 





Borah Mi:nevitch 








LONG BEACH 
Fox-West Coast 
(24) 

Roy Rogers 

2 Zarros 

Bruce & Lester 

Lynn Cowan 

(One to fill) 
(16 


Frances Dexter 

Al St John Co 

11 Samoans 

Nat Carr 

Lynn Cowan 
17 


) 
Paul Godran & Fay 
Barbarina & Pal 
3 Randall Sis 
Johnson & Duker 
Marve Jensen 3 ~ 
Herb Kern 
TOS ANGELES 
Grauman’s U A 
(15) 
Sophie Tucker 
Stone & Lee 
Dixons 
Whitey Roberts 
Million Dollar (16) 
Ed Devine Co 
Mercer 2 
Early & Echo 


Val Setz 
Edith Girston Co 


Orpheum (17) 
Yoki Japs 
Roy Dove 
Petch & Deville 
Claudia Coleman 
Allan Rogers 
Ulis & Clark 
3 Excellos 
(Two to fill) 
Warner PDown- 
town (Indef) 
Teddy Joyce Orc 
Iris Monahan 
Jerry Goff 
Owen Carlton 


Warner Holly- 
wood (Indef) 
Gscar Baum Orch 

Joaquin Garay 
ST. LOUIS 
Ambassador (17) 
Little Jackie Hell’r 
Medley & Duprey 

Bob Ripa 
Sibyl Bowan 
De Gitanos 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox-West Coast 
) 





Harriet DeVris Co 


(24 
Al Pierce's Gang 








Cabarets 





Arrowhead inn 
Irving Conn Orch 


Astor Roof 
Jack Berger Orch 


Bal-Musette 
Millard & Anita 
George Marshal 
Leonard Keller 
Georgette 
Leon Bedeau 
L’Apache Orc 


Biltmore Mote) 


Don Bestor Orch 
Isabelle Henderson 
Floria Armstrong 
Barry Devine 
Minor & Root 


Bowery 
Lou Dolgoff 
John Barry 
Nellie Durkin 
3 Blue Fashers 
Fred Jordan 
Mabel Bradley 
Ben Tabier’s Bd 


Brown Derby 
Osear Lloyd 
Evelyn Dougherty 
Edith Factor 
Gertrude Moody 
Dave Abrams Orc 


Casino de Paree 
Wm O'Neill 
Florie Hutchinson 
Claire Weyette 
Wm Sully 
Dorothy Dell 
Alice Dudley 
Jache Calle 
Verselleis 
Mildred Fanton 
BB& W 
Jimmy Carr Ore 


Central P’k Casino 
Eddy Duchin Orc 
Geo Murphy 

Geo. Metaxa 
Gomez & Winona 


Chez Paree 
Boddy Leonard 
Nona & Sedano 
Lee & Thompson 
Al Kavelin Ore 


Club Bastile 
Spivey 
Sue Hicks 
Paila Howard 
Wallace & Arnold 
Chas Columbus 
Huston & Harder 


Commodore Hote! 


Isham Jones Ore 
Isabel Brown 


Cotton Club 


Cab Calloway Orc 
Dan Healy Rev 


Croydon 
Charles Eckels Orc 


Delmonico’s 
Val Vestoff 
Sid Tomack 
Saliy Mayo 
Ranio & Ruth 
Jerry & Turk 
Aaronson Ore 


El Chico 
Tanco & Lorca 
Las Ajedas 
Adeciina Duran 
Orlando Ricarde 
A.B.C. 

Pilar Arcas 

Embassy 
Yacht Club Boys 
Jane Vance 
Bob Grant Ore 
Veloz & Yolanda 
Gertrude Niesen 
Val Olman Cre 

Essex House 
Glenn Gray Orc 

Gallagher’s 
Pat Goode 
Winif'd Greenaugh 
Sid Tomac 
Marita & Diaz 
Helen Thompson 
Adauen Nevins 
Josephine Le Ray 





Mike Landow Orc 


NEW YORK CITY 


Governor Clinton 
Enoch Light Ore 
Ha-Ha Club 
Danny Healy 
Jack White 
Sheila Barrett 
Jerry Bergan 
Jerry Blanchard 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Roth-Andrews Orch 
H'lyw’d Restaurant 
Rudy Vallee Ore 
Alice Faye 
Barbara Blane 
Tris Adrian 

Betty Real 
Catherine O'Neil 
Jerry Lester 
Pietro Gentile 
Florence Valarez 
Kay Katye & K 
Girl Friends 

Gary & Dixon 
Alice Kellerman 
Marion Martin 
Harriett Myrne 
Katherine Spector 


Hotel Belvedere 
Art Kahn Orc 


Hotel Lexington 
Jack Little Ore 
Hotel Montclair 


Wm Scotti Ore 
Mario & Eulalie 


Hotel New Yorker 
Abe Lyman Ore 


Hotel Roosevelt 


Marjorie Moffett 
Reggy Childs’ Ore 


Kings Terrace 


Al Shayne 

Gladys Bentley 
R’'b’rl’gs’ Williams 
Ted Brown Orch 


Last Roundup 


Hal Muller 
Belle Moore 
Eddie Rogers 
Shirley Carkins 
Virginia Valence 
Eddie Rogers 
Jimmy Santry 


Maison Royale 


Walsh & Arnold 
Antobal Cubans 


Marden’s Riviera 


Variety Revue 
Emil Coleman Orc 


Mayfair Yacht Club 


Dwight ‘Fiske © 
Maureil & Cordova 
Walter O'Neill Orc 


Montmartre Club 
Rocky ‘T'wins 
Ernest Charles 
Patricia Palmer 
Machin Bd 
Reader's Orc 


Murray’s 
Patsy Shaw 
Edna Lee 
Bobby Brinn 
Al Brady 
Leo Stone Orc 


Paradise 


Paul Whiteimnan 
NIG Rev 
Fleicia Sorreli 
C’ntess Von Loesen 
Zanette & Manon 
Ann Lee Patterson 
Nelda Kincaid 
Dixie Dunbar 
Barbaiva Jason 
Edith Roark 

Jack Fulton 

Peggy Healy 

3 Rhythm Boys 
Ramona 

Goldie 

Kobt Lawrence 
Sherr Bros 


Or 


Paramount 3 Grill 
Claire Willis 

Chas Kerr Ore 
Park Central Hotel 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriett Hilliard 


Pavillon Royal 





Dick Mansfield Ore 


Petit Palias 


Guy Rinnie 
Frances Langford 
Rhys & Owen 
Counters Deon 
Jay Lynne 

Mile Deoris 
Crawford & Caskey 
Jolly Coburn Orc 


Plerre Roof 
Henry King Orch 


Place Piquale 
Harry Rosenthal O 
Marion Chase 
Fantana & Coles 
3 Bachelors 
Alfonzo’s Bd 


Plaza Cafe 


Lou Taylor 
Irv Grasmann 
Harry Seeman 
Eddie Ashman 
Al Aeshane 


Russian Arts 


Joe Morantz Orch 
Renee & Laura 
Nickolas Hadarick 
Barra Birs 

Misha Usanoff 


Samovar 
Eli Spivack 
Nina Miraeva 
Paul Zam Orc 
Johnny Russell 


Simplon Club 


Clark & De Lys 
Larry Siry’s Orch 


St. Moritz Hote) 


Leon Belasco Orch 
Vera Van 
Margarite & Leroy 
Trini Ore 


St. Regis Hotel 


Meyer Davie Orch 
Small’s Paradise 


‘Black Rhythm’ R 
Nyra Johnson 
Meers & Norton 

3 Speed Demons 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 


Clifford & Wayne 
Ted Weems Orch 
Garon & Biair 


Boulevard Room 
. (Hotel Stevens) 


Irving Gagnon 
Ruth Broughton 
Chas Agnew Orco 


Blackhawk 


Deane Janis 
Hal Kemp Orch 
‘SSkinnay’ Ennis 
Bob Nolan 


Cafe deAlex 


Irene George 
Mary Stone 
Evelyn Hoffman 
Enrico Clausi 
Sol Wagner Orc 


Chez Paree 


June Taylor 
Frances Langford 
Harry Richman 
Rosemary Dering 
Mitzi Young 
Pearl Twins 

The Vernons 
Eunice Healy 
Vincent Lepez Ore 


Club Leisure 


Jean Gordon 
Rath Dean 
Frandray Sis 
Ricardo & Saskia 
Eddie Dering 
Eddie Makins Ore 


Club La Masque 
Eddie Morton 
Francis Stillman 
Hewitt & May 
Don Wise 
Al Garbel) 

J & B La Marr 
Edna Mae 
Buddy Bery) 
Art West 

Ear! Willis Orch 


Club Royale 
Sid Lang 
Peggy Wray 
Tracey Gale & L 
Joan Warner 
Szita & Annis 
Ethel Alice 
Nino Rinaldo Orch 


College Inn 
Alice Bine 
Phil Harris Orch 
Leah Ray 
3 Ambassadors 


Congress Hote) 
(Joe Urban Room) 
Robert Royce 
Cherie & Tomasita 
Corey Lynn 
Carlos Molina 
Verne Buck Orch 


Colosimo’s 
Dorothy Henry 
Montenegro & Dor 
Dave Malcolm 
Jcse Rivas Oren 
Countess Boriska 
Signor Barsoni 
Art Buckley 
Cole Sis 
Irene Duval 


Club Alabam 
Mildred H Chaplin 
Patsy M’'Nair 
Scotty's Orch 


Drake Hote) 


Fowler & Tamara 
Jane Carpenter 
bon Caria Co 
Geo Devrons Orch 


Edgewater Beach 
Mark Fisher 
Esther Todd 
DeRonda & Barry 
Art Carroll 


Frolic’s 
Nell Kelly 
Robinson & Loueen 
Nana Parmett 
Sonya Ray 
Dorothy Taggart 
Eleanor Leonard 
Al Belasco Orch 
Irene Park 
Mary Stone 
Cecile Blair 
Mary & Elliott 
Diane Quellair 

Hangar 

(Hote) LaSalle) 


The Carltons 
Clyde Lucas Orch 
Helen Kane 





Pauline Baleau 


Geo Walker 

Wm Spellman 

3 Palmer Bros 
May Alex 

Chas Johnson Orch 


Taft Grill 
Geo Hall Orch 


Tavern, B’klyn 
Eddie Jackson 
Jack Murray Ore 


Village Barn 
Paul Tremaine 
Ray Sedley 
ERrady Walker 
Frank Hyer 
Blanche Lytell 
Eddie Pritchard 
Ped Davis 
Jerry & Turk 
Cawboy Jim 
Louis Mann 
Marjorie & Irene 


Village Nut Club 


3 Roberts Bros 
Flaria Vestoff 
Zara Lee 
Scotty Conner 
Milton Spielman Or 
Vogue 
Chick Enders 
Charlies Farrell 
Frances Maddux 
Carolyn Nolte 
Dolores Keade 


Wivel 
Amy Atkinson 
Jack Wick 
Marion Cale 
Frank I.a Salle Ore 
Waldorf-Astoria 

E Madreguera Orc 
Xavier Cugat Orch 
Margo 

Wivel Cafe 
Amy Atkinsan 
Jgack Wick 
Lillian Lorraine 
Ami Pavo 
Maidie Du Fresne 





La Salle Orch 


CHICAGO 


Hi-Hat Club 
Al Zimmey 
Trudy Davidson 
Kolya & Berte 
Margar’t Lawrence 
Effie Burton 
Falla Sis 
Dot Meyers 
Bebby Dande 


K-9 Club 
Léon La Verdee 
J'n & B’bby Lemar 
Lee Carr 
Lyle Page 
Billy Russell 
Al Benson 
F & G Doran 
Billy Brannon 
Dominique Orch 


Maroni’s 


Rolando & Verditta 
Gwen Gordon 
Neecee Shannon 
Marge & Marie 
Virginia Buchanan 
Bob Wyatt 

Maurie Moret Orch 


Club Minuet 
Frank Sherman 
Morrie Stanton Ore 
Thelma & Roland 
Adelina Dossena 
Tad Builer 


Mural Room 
(Brevoort Hotel) 


Jaros Sis 

Paul Fay 

Gale Gipp 

Fay Peters 

Bob Perry’s Orch 


Nut House 
Jo-Jo 
George DeCosta 
Jimmy Lane 
Boggy Sherman 
Moe Lee 
Ned Santrey 
Jimmy Kennedy 
Jimmy Callison 


Palmer House 
Stanley Morner 
Moore & Revel 
Medrano & Donna 
Hermandez 3 
Vivian Vance 
Mason & Faye 
Abbott Girls 
Richard Cole Orch 


Paramount 
Faul Bachelor 
B.B.B 


Bernard & Henrie 
Anita La Pierre 
Faith Bacon 

Rob Oakley 

Nina McLaughlin 
Allen Reno 
Marion Kingston 


Playground 


Lolo Bartram 
Marie James 
Bernie Green 
Al Trace Orch 


Terrace Gardens 
Benny Meroff 
Dorothy Thomas 
“Red” Pepper 
Norman Gast 
Jack Marshall 


The Berlin 


Waddy Wadsworth 
Alexianne 

V & F Vestoft 
Jack Edwards 
Vendas 6 

Kolya & Bertet 


Vanity Fair 
Mary Ann Boyce 
Cliff Winehill 
Don Fernando Orch 

Via Lago 
Bebe Sherman 
Zita & Marcelle 
Jack Housh 
Wanda Kay 
A! Handler Ba 


100 Club 


Eéadwivar Mershon 
Rose 2 

Evelyn Regan 
Royce 

Yvonne Fouvier 
Danny Alvin Orch 


Ye Olde Tavern 


Mickey Scott Rev 
Cal Herbert 
Violet Cristian 


Lillian Francis 





Crane Russell Orch 


KANSAS CITY 


CoCo-Nat Grove Betty White 
Johnnie © 


Kenny Connor 
Malon Don Torres Ore 
Schole Harlem Club 


lo Belle and Timmie & Freddie 


velyn Price George Williams 
Jerry McKenzie Kthet & Rupy 
Catherine Nickpear | Velma Midaleton 
Syriei Kay & N Julia Leo Ra 


Paramount (| 
Anita « Manusl” 
Etta Keed 
6 Paramount Eng 
Johnnie Engro's B 

Rendezvous 
Enima Pritchard 
E1tdie Johnson 
Charlie Peuder Coe 
Emil Chaquettes B 

Silver Slipper 
De Albas 
Rio Burke 
Jimmy Atkins 
Lee English 
Carol Chapelle 
Helen Nafe 
Harry Fane Ore 


Liberty B Chadw’'k 

Millie Marsh 

Marjorie Albeo 

Dorothy Harris 

Joan Manners Rev 

Billy Miller's Bd 

Pla-More 

Eugene 2 

James Fitzsimmons 

Jordan & Jackson 

Blenders 4 

Francene & O'Hare 

Rudy Baie's Bd 
Cotton Club 

D' Olivers 

R & F Bell 

Baron of Coffeyv'le 








Radio Chatter 


(Continued from page 43) 


mail from white listeners. He may 
broadcast over WBT in Charlotte, 


WSJS in a stew when CBS ane 
nounced Glenn Grey’s Casa Loma 
orchestra and Do Re Mi Trio signed 
to broadcast Tuesday and Thurse 
days on Camel Program when home 
office of R. J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Company said it knew nothing 
about scheduled broadcast and had 
signed no talent. 


Johnny Miller, WSJS announcer, 
got the merry ha ha from radio 
fans Tuesday when he announced 
the weather forecast as clear and 
colder. It was raining torrents out- 
side while he was forecasting. 


Ray Locke and Vester Wallace of 
Tracy-Locke-Dawson agency and 
Will Crook of the agency bearing 
his name, were speakers at a Dale 
las radio-endorsing pep rally of ade 
vertisers coxducted by Martin 
Campbell and Alex Keese of WFAA, 
Nancy Garner provided entertain- 
ment, 

Jimmy Jeffries, Henry D. Murphy, 
Arthur Barton, Fred Lowery, Lois 
Nixon and Ligon Smith are back 
in Dallas after nine weeks touring 
the provinces with a radio revue, 
Business reported very encourag- 
ing. 


West 


Station KMO has added another 
new name to its talent list in the 
person of Gunnar Anderson as staff 
organist. KMO boasts the largest 
pipe organ for studio use west. of 
Chicago. 

Earl Dancer's chorus of 87 singers 
goes on KHJ as a half-hour Sunday 
sustainer. 


Rene Hennery out as concert di- 
rector at KFWB, Hollywood, and 
going east. Christian Sprottee suce 
ceeds. 

Joaquin Garay singing with the 
Warner Hollywood orchestra on 
KFWB twice a week on 15-minute 
periods, plugging WB film product, 

Col. Dan Morgan Smith telling 
dog stories over KHJ, Los Angeles. 

Chas. S. Scheurman, orchestra 
leader at KOA, Denver, had a severe 
case of blood poisoning caused by @ 
splinter in one of his fingers. He 
expects to be back at work next 
week. 

Clarence Moore, announcer, and 
Mrs. Berlin Boyd are the Morning 
Revelers on KOA, Denver. : 

Tommy Luke back on the air, vla 
KWG, Portland. Musical program 
arranged by Stanley Glarum. 

Cliff Engel blew into Portland 
from Frisco. Cliff used to announce 
on KGW and now is with McGregor 
& Sollie, transcription company. 


with his orchestra on KEX. Was 
laid up in the hospital for several 
weeks. 

Larry Allen gets congratulations 
for the return of his Circus Court 
on KEX. Kangaroo bench puts the 
pan on local problems and charac- 
ters. 

Mary Lucille, is the name of the 
new infant of Mr. and Mrs. Tommy 
Banks. Banks is a plant engineer 
at KOMA, Oklahoma City. 

Mark Bowman joining Jensen & 
von Herberg after doing continuity 
for KEX, Portland. 

Leaving NBC where she was staff 
soprano, Esther Coombs, Atwater 
Kent winner of recent years, has 
joined KFRC of the Don Lee net- 
work. 

After several sessions of sponsors 


ship on NBC ‘Scotty’ Mortland, 
philosopher and newspaper columne 
ist, has removed to KJBS, San 
Francisco, where he does a daily 
talkathon for Samuels Jewelry Co, 

Gino Severi, who has been con- 
ducting a staff orchestra at KHJ 


leaves for Frisco to baton a combo 
to open the New Hoffbrau. 

Carmel Myers to San Francisco 
for one time shot on Shell Oil show, 
from KFRC, to the Don Lee-CBS 
network. 

Harold Peary, doing ‘Uncle Hane 
nibal’ on NBC's Wheatenaville, also 


on KTAB, San Francisco, as come 
mercial spieler on Nodoz News 
broadcast. Herb Stanton compiles 


and reads the news. 

Marine Magnesia Toothpaste, after 
experimenting with announcements 
on KPO, San Francisco, now audi- 





tioning at NBC for programs. 


Abe Berlowitz back on the air 
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Vol. 
WE DO OUR PART 
(from Varinry and Clipper) 
Public was turning from war 


plays to ‘happy and quiet domestic 
rhemes.’ 

Managers warned the artists the 
war was over and to change their 
gags. 

Actors mustered out told they had 
9) days in which to get into mufti. 
After that uniforms on stage only 
by permission of the War dept. 





Some of the houses closed by the 
iitinenza epidemic were opened, but 
only on the proviso that all patrons 
wear sneeze masks. 

Polly Moran told her agent, Jenie 
Jacobs, not to ask for more than 
$506 a week for her vaude single. 





Death of Samuel Nixon gave Abe 
Urianger managerial control of the 
Philadelphia houses of Nixon & 
“irnamermann. 


John Charles Thomas quit the 
shuberts for the concert stage. Had 
a row with the managers and 
walked. 


William A. Brady went overboard 
«n ‘Home Folks.’ Thought he had 
another ‘Old Homestead’ and 
startled with a full page ad in the 
YW. Y. ‘Times.’ Not a good guess. 





Bight buys in the ticket agencies. 
New low for then. 

N. Y. Dist. Att’y had the mana- 
sers and ticket agents down for a 
tfalk-to. Set premium at 50c top. 


Producers persuaded Congress to 
drop the 10% sales tax on film ex- 
norte. 


50 YEARS AGO 


Prom ‘Clipper’) 





eorgia legislature threw off all 
faxes on dramatic and musical 
shows, but upped tax on circuses 
from $100 to $200 a dav. Tentmen 
hot, 

Wire walker with Rentz-Santley 


show fell off the wire when it sud- 
denly slackened. Into the orches- 
ira, pit and knocked the pianist off 
her bench, bunt neither seriously 
wrt. 

Lawrence Barrett opened his sea- 
son with J.ouis James and Marie 
Wainwright in his support. Both 
‘ater starred in their own right. 

‘Shicago theatre was putting over 
4 farce with street perambulators 
dressed as ‘dudes.’ Playing to 
standing room in consequence. A 
dude was a cake eater. 

Chicago house beat the current 
Mickey Mouse clubs. Had a spe- 
‘ia) kid mat every other week. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Chanfrau had 
soined a fortune ont of ‘Kit, the 
Arkansaw Traveler. This season 
Mrs. Chanfrau was insisting on do- 
ing ‘Camille’ 
Ruined biz. 


iternnte nights, 


San Francisco wus ont 0 its 
frama slninp and business food 

Clipper’ didn’ like VWenrv Jj 
me's envwneysa¢cio S: ED | 1 idiences 
eared jie vould run out of breath. 

John MeCullough had been i} 
ut was back on the stage with 
rT nouncen t l gs J het 
‘ iit than eve I 

] 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 





pilots ana rround crews recebtls caused 


futile exertion. 


Radio kidding between plane 
the Los Angeles dailies and wire services 


some 


Plane traveling west to Los Angeles carried a copper mining engineer 
|}and wife who got aboard at Las Vegas. Someone picked up the radio 
conversation between the ground and plane and immediately a hot tip 


hit all 





——_-& — 





papers that Gary Cooper had been 
Las Vegas and that the couple were flying back to Hollywood. 

When the plane came down every daily and wire service had photog- 
raphers and reporters on the field, and even Paramount sent two ‘still’ 
men. Tip went out when someone mistock the pilot's conversation on 
the copper miner and wife for Cooper and wife with the dailies jumping 
to the conelusion it was the film player. 

George K. Vanderbilt shot 20 reels of African hunting scenes on his 
last trip for which dialog was written by Joe Cunningham, who similarly 
handled that sportsman’s ‘The Devil’s Playground’. 

Material includes rites of native tribes but some of the party's experi- 
ences which might have injected humor were not lensed. One African 
monarch was induced to go through a native dance, his first hoofing in 
20 years. But the old fellow got sore before the Vanderbilt party de- 
parted. King had two dozen wives and his idea of hospitality was to 
lend a wife to each of the eight men with Vanderbilt. The white men 
discovered a wife in their respective huts when they got there and decided 
to sleep in the open. The king burned at the slight to his harem and 
Vanderbilt decided to pull up stakes. 

‘Three Little Pigs’ may hit a gross rental return to United Artists of 
$200,000 in view of its many repeats. This is a record, the average rental 
on Silly Symphony or Mickey Mouse cartoons running between $40,000 
and $50,000. 

The Silly Symphonys which were taken on New York first run by the 
Music Hall because UA’s own Rivoli could not handle that as well as 
the Mickey Mouse series, get their highest rental from the Hall, $1,000 
a week. They scale down considerably after playing that big R. C. 
house but have been getting higher rentals on repeats in subsequent 
houses than when they first played those subs. French version of ‘Pigs’ 
went into Harry Brandt's Globe, a Broadway 5%c top grind, at a rental 
of $150. 

That southern California ranch of Fairbanks, Sr., is supposed to have 
played an important part in the family discussions as to the future of 
Pickfair, their Beverly estate, the rumors of sale of which prompted the 
first divorce tremor on Miss Pickford and her husband. 

The ranch is north of San Diego and is reported to represent an in- 
vestment of $1,000,000 by Fairbanks pere. Joe Schenck owns some ad- 
joining acreage and Irving Berlin once motored down with a view to 
buying land but wound up by just going for the ride. In any case, the 
carrying charges of the ranch added to those of Pickfair, no mean sum, 
is what is said to have brought the two film stars to consider rental or 
sale of Pickfair. Neither thought has become more than an idea to date 
with the divorce report about forgotten, 


Arrival in Hollywood of Pat Patterson, English actress, engaged by 
Winfield Sheehan during his recent trip abroad and with Hugh Williams, 
also a Sheehan importation due in soon, ups Fox roster of English con- 
tract players to nine. 

List includes beside Miss Patterson and Williams, Herbert Mundin, 
Heather Angel, Mona Barrie (Australian), Florence Desmond, Lilian 
Harvey, Nigel Bruce and Rosemary Ames. Though the latter two are 
American born, they made their reputation on the English stage, where 
Fox discovered them. Studio dropped a number of English players fol- 
lowing the completion of ‘Cavalcade’. At that time 1] were under 
contract. : 


‘Hoop-La’, Clara Bow-Fox picture, slides into the old Roxy, N. Y., 
week of Nov. 30 (Thanksgiving week) instead of Radio City Music Hall, 
and ¢he old Roxy gets it for $1,000. The Music Hall will make up the 
other $9,000 of the $10,000 guaranty to Fox on the picture. 

Situation comes about through the old Roxy trading four Universal 
films to RKO on a condition that also allows the old Roxy to claim four 
of any rejects which RKO decides upon for the Music Hall. ‘Hoop-La’ 
doesn’t class as a reject but goes into the old Roxy as an exchange film 
under the agreement, the matter also involving ‘Only Yesterday’ (U), 


which played the Music Hall last week. 





Radio sent out 15,000, and spent $30,000, on those special campaign 


| books for ‘Little Women’, which cost $2 the copy. 





Foundation of the missive is a heavy paper container on the old- 
fashioned wall envelope style, printed in color front and back. This 
serves aS a container for three booklets on advertising, publicity and 
exploitation. The latter booklet also contains an envelope of its own to 
carry samples of advertising accessories to the number of about 20. All 
three books are apparently bound in the new chintz wall papers, with 
the exploitation book on plate paper and lavishly illustrated. The other 
two are on newsprint. All three are unusually complete. 

Since the sudden Bill Goldman parting with Warners, Joe Bernhard, 
WB’s general theatre head, has been sitting at Goldman’s desk super- 
vising the Philadelphia territory until a successor is chosen. Charles 
Kurtzman, formerly with Goldman, is mentioned as a probable suc- 
cessor. 

Over the territory five years, Goldman supervised Pennsylvania west 
to York, south to Wilmington, Del., and the lower tip of New Jersey, 
taking in Camden and other near-Pennsy towns. 

In the meantime, Joe Bernhard has been on the Philadelphia job for 
the past couple of weeks, together with J. J. Wfioffman, 





‘Broadway Thru a Keyhole’ (UA), which because of a well-waiched 
production cost tabs under $300,000 as to budget, has been doing its best 
business where sold as a musical. A bit spotty, this film, doing well in 
some big towns but off in others, @icture is seeing good grosses where 
the music is stressed and the film pushed by extra exploitation. 

The death of Texas Guinan, who is in the cast, has acted as an aiti- 


| ficial stimulant, it is noted by UA. 


ee 


The Anna Sten picture, ‘Nana,’ on its expected completion shortly, 
will stand at somewhere etween $700,000 and $800,000. This includes 
about $400,000 charged to it in initial production work that was thrown 


EDITORIAL 


married to Sandra Shaw in| 


VARIET 5] 





Inside Stuff—Lesit 





The late Flo Ziegfeld had made definite progress In mapping 

cther ‘Follies’ before his demise, and the score was virtually completed 
by Ben Oakland. Some of that composer's numbers were to have been 
spotted in the new ‘Follies,’ backed by the Shuberts, but he withdrew 
| his material before the revue opened in Boston. 

Reason was the percentage limit set by the Shuberts, all composers 
|to share in 2% of the gross. Understood there were 17 tune writers 
| and lyricists concerned in the 32 numbers used during rehearsals 
What with deletions the tunes retained cut the number of songsmiths 


down to eight with 18 songs programed in Bo3ton. Oakland's ‘Poo 
Fellow’ was a sketch used in error and later taken out, 

Shuberts claim Billie Burke put the limit on the score percentage 
but it is also said that Miss Burke is to receive a straight percentage 
and has had nothing to do with th2 production. 

Show’s billing is ‘Mrs. Florenz Ziegfeld (Billie Burke) presents Zieg- 
feld Follies.’ Phrase ‘glorifying the American girl’ is retained. ‘Follies’ 
moved to Philadelphia Monday (20) with Pittsburgh and one or two 
additional stands to be played before coming in, Slated for the Winter 
Garden Christmas night.. 


While Broadway managers are flailing the specs about prices charged 
for tickets to hits, no better examples ‘how they can stay away’ could 
be cited than the receipts of two quick flops last week. The Irish 
comedy, ‘Is Life Worth Living?’, Masque, N. Y., had five paid admis- 
sions for one performance. Two tickets were sold for the lower floor 
und three for the mezzanine. 

‘I Was Waiting for You,’ at the Booth, played Wednesday (15) matinee 
and night to a combined gross under $60. In both instances the per- 
formances were like rehearsals, so far as the actors were concerned, 
Both shows were withdrawn Saturday (18). 

Ticket brokers have contended that it is only for a limited number 
of shows that excess prices apply and that it is the pressure of demand 
“us against supply that forces up the premiums. 

Managers seem to agree on those points, but they can’t see why 
the agencies get the ticket gravy, claiming such coin belongs to the 
manager. That appears to be the gist of what all the ticket rumpus 
is about. 

Florence Reed, starring in ‘Thoroughbred’, Vanderbilt, N. Y., is appear- 
ing in her first comedy part since ‘Seven Days’. In a curtain speech at 
the premiere she expressed pleasure that she could evoke laughter after 
devoting so many seasons to melodrama, 

Play was authored by Doty Hobart whom friends regard as a double 
for Donald Meek. He has been writing radio scrips, but several years 
ago his first play, called ‘Sadie’, was tried out but withdrawn in Phila- 
delphia despite favorable notices. Revised it is due on the boards under 
the label of ‘Every Wednesday’. 

Miss Reed appeared in ‘Criminal at Large’ late in its Broadway en- 
gagement last season, but was off the stage for months caring for he 
husband, Malcolm Williams, who now is reported recovered from a seri- 
ous ailment. 

Mrs. Nina Buell‘s scenic studio, in the Harlem Opera House, N. Y., 
while headquartered in the heart of the Harlem burlesk belt does not 
confine itself to business relations with burley:tue managers. The Buell 
studio serves legit productions although occasionally renting some scen- 
ery to burlesk houses. 

In connection with the Buell-Lew Leslie imbroglio over the new 
‘Blackbirds’ scenery Mrs. Buell insisted upon payment, per contract, 
with delivery of the scenery. She balked at Mrs. Lew (Irene) Leslie 
offering to put up jewelry or diamonds as guaranty of payment, stating 
that she (Buell) had no knowledge of its value and insisting, instead, 
on abiding by contractual understanding. 


After being marooned in Cleveland James Rennie returned to New 
York and resumed with ‘Murder at the Vanities’. Understood that Earl 
Carroll, the show’s producer, has changed his mind about filing charges 
with Equity on the grounds that Rennie left the city without advising 
the manager and missed a Monday performance. Fact that Rennie is 
featured made his absence doubly important. 

Rennie went to Cleveland by plane on a Sunday and planned to fly 
back the next day but fog grounded him. When he got back his explana- 
tion apparently satisfied Carroll, outside of one-eighth of a week's sal- 
ary which was deducted. 

Ann Ayres, press agenting for some time on Broadway and also inter- 
ested in summer show production, is puzzled over the identity of another 
Ann Ayres. Latter is reported to have written an unproduced play 
called ‘Interim’s End’, also known as ‘One Way Street’. 

The girl p.a. wrote her namesake suggesting she take another name 
to avoid confusion. Answer was that she has ‘used it on Broadway and 
in the leading capitals of Europe with no mean success’, An attempt to 
reach the playwriting Ann Ayers at a designated hotel met with the 
answer that no such person was registered, 

Program for ‘Roberta’, which opened at the New Amsterdam, N. Y,, 
Saturday (18), does not include a credit for the direction. Jerome Kern, 
who composed the score, staged the show for the Philadelphia debut, 
Hassard Short then being called in to redirect. Number of changes were 
made in routine and show was relighted. 

Dance number, ‘Blue Shadows’, was staged by Joe Limon, of the 
Charles Weidman dancers appearing in ‘As Thousands Cheer’ (Music 
Box, N. Y.), who commuted to Philly daily during ‘Roberta’s’ stay there. 


Theatre Guild, which has broken away from conservative ad copy iu 
the dailies, nearly staried something with extra space insertions tor 
‘The School for Husbands,’ at the Empire, N. Y., because of using 
auotation from the show in which the word ‘adultery’ appeared. 

Copy was accepted by the tabloids, also the Journal. Rugs Crouse 
is the Guild’s p.a. The Journal ordered the ad out after the first «dition 
Crouse did not attempt to run the copy in the other papers. 


Newest entrant to managerial ranks is Edward Choate, formerly 
Herman Shumilin’s office as play reader, assistant press agent and com- 
pany manager. He bowed in last week with ‘I Was Waiting for You 





<a: at the Booth, N. Y. Backing reported coming from Lee Shubert. Show 

Miss Sten, brought over from Germany about two years ago, has| ken off after one week. , 
been on the Goldwyn payroll all that time, principally schooling her Choate and Alexander Ross conducted a summer theatre at West Is 
Enclish. mouth, Mass., last summer. 

Sundry columnists advise readers to heep their eyes peeled at the | It took Joey Keith, of J.eblang’s, and Charles Levy, of the Broadwa 
new films now for the reason that ‘several companies are deliberately | agency, 1342 hours to motor from New York to Boston where tne 
eqlicitinge advertising to slip into their pictures,’ | looked over the new ‘Follies” Going by way of Worceste they were 

| eaught in a blizzard and were forced to push the car up one i} ! 

While angling on a midget theatre idea, Harold B. Franklin has not | eventually managed to thaw out, Levy is to be operated on f 
discarded his original thought of independent picture production ie | toiditis today. 
has approached Warnes Bros. as his distributing channel but no deal 
vet ‘onsummated | \J rord has re dam ( ‘ a } ment for h iB ; 

| Voice Plymouth, N. 3 Ted ppears to | be forg er 

4s the Feb. 8 deadline approaches it becomes more evident that PB. & K.] sea ns DV mos ‘ 
wil) not e up the MeVickers, Chi, and return house to Jones, Linick & Seleeted mailil Kiddie Sobol, com vy ma ze s 

| Sehaeft Pieture bookings makes this clear, B. & K. having contraeted | —9 Oy pla ©ill probab! oe used for Gordor a ke ta’ 
+“ontinued on pave 14) NEN Amsterdam, N.Y 
a iS anetee > ‘ es , —— Bins ean 2s “4 . . , 
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Double Door’ Percentage Players 





EEGETEXMQA ATE Tuesday, November 21, 1933 
= mniteeemmnainioaime ” re ——— a saree a 
'Flick ‘Bean’ Chilling Pla S On Broadwa 
Legit Show for Chi y y 
Chicago, Nov. 20. 
Booking of ‘Christopher Bean’ ence ; = 
into Chi an: held up due to prob- ROBERTA ad eth dies ee al ne 


Claim Share of Shubert Pass Tax’ 





Shuberts may be required to in- 
clude pass ‘tax’ money on the state- 


ments for ‘Double Door,’ current at 


the Ritz, N. Y., which is operated 
by them, as a result of a complaint 
to Equity of players in the show 


who are on percentage. Inclusion 


of such collections may result gen- 
erally, with attractions and authors 
sharing. 

‘Door’ was produced by a new 
managerial Potter & Haight, 
with the Shuberts interested. There 
are six players on percentage and 
recently when the boxes were filled 
and not accounted for on the state- 
ments, they learned that the box 
occupants were admitted on passes, 
each pass for two calling for the 
payment of 80 cents to the box of- 
fice. 

When the percentage players put 
the matter up to the producers they 
were told that the pass money goes 
to the Shubert employees’ beneficial 
fund, accounting of which is a 
matter for the Shuberts only. The 
‘Door’ players believe such collec- 
tions are part of the show’s re- 
cepits and that they should share. 
Show has been doing well and the 
number of courtesy admissions are 
claimed to be small. 

Shuberts originated the pass tax 
idea and during the boom years 
total amount taken in from passes 
by the Shubert circuit was es- 
timated as high as $150,000 yearly. 
How much was paid out to 
aid employees is not known. 
When the Shuberts went into re- 
ceivership the pass tax thing was 
queried with the result that, al- 
though the system was continued, 
such collections went into the gen- 


duo, 


+ 








Storm, Local Tax Cut 
‘Sailor’s’ Cleve. Gross | 


Chicago company of ‘Sailor Be- 
ware’ opened in Cleveland last week 
in the face of a blizzard, snow fall- 
ing almost daily. Result was a dis- 
appointing gross with the first night 
around $500 and the week's takings 
approximating $6,500. Show ex- 
pected to get $12,000 with a $2 top. 

Another factor believed to have 
affected business is the Ohio law 
which exacts 10% of admissions. 
That is in addition to the Federal 
10% levy. ‘Sailor’ tickets therefore 
cost $2.40 as against the usual 
$2.20. 








Stage Relief Active 
_ With Fresh Resources 


The Stage Relief Fund with 
money derived from several bene- 
fits, has resumed aiding needy pro- 
fessionals with weekly payments to 
pay room rent. Fund has been 
functioning for nearly a year, it 
having started last Dec. 13. It was 
forced to suspend temporarily when 
funds were used up. 

Last Sunday ‘Sailor Beware’ 
played a benefit for the Fund, tak- 
ings being over capacity at $2,153. 
Previous Sunday the ‘Double Door 
benefit gave the Fund about $900 
‘Her Master's Voice’ and ‘Ah Wil- 
derness’ are next in line for Fund 
Sunday nights. 

A benefit supper dance in aid of 
the Actors Dinner Club will be held 
in the Medallion room at Sherry’s 
Saturday night (25). Tickets are 
$3 per person and are available at 
the hotel or from Mrs. Owen Davis 





withdrawn 
from London for that show. Fact is 


able dating of the Metro picture 
into loop. 
Had been figured for Dec. 1. but 


with Metro bringing picture version 


| into the B. & K. Oriental, Wee and 


Leventhal are hesitating. Now try- 
ing to get some co-operation from 
Metro to hold off picture long 
enough to give play at least a two- 
week run. 


Plea to Waive Alien 
Rule So Colin Clive 
May Anpear in ‘Lake’ 


Jed Harris has asked Fiquity to 
waive its alien actor rule in the 





i ease of Colin Clive that he may ap- 
‘near in ‘The Lake,’ which will star 


is a 
under 


Katharine Hepburn. Clive 
British actor whose status 


the rules would bar him from ap- 
pearing over here in legit for six 
months. 


Clive appeared in the recently 
‘Eight Bells,’ brought 


that he is a featured play, it 1s 


hoped, will result in Equity’s as- 
sent. 
to secure another actor to fit the 
part and it is known that he has 
engaged several American players 
to play British characters. 


Manager claims he is unable 


George Abbott and Philip Dun- 


ning made a similar request to per- 
mit Clive to appear in ‘The Drums 
Begin,’ but Equity declined because 
he was playing in ‘Bells’ 
time, 


at the 
another point being that 
‘Drums’ had been in rehearsal two 


weeks. 


Miss Hepburn arrived from the 


coast Saturday and rehearsals will 
start as soon as the Clive matter 
is disposed of. 
at the Beck theatre, N. Y., Christ- 


‘The Lake’ will open 


Operetta in two parts presented at the 
18 by Max Gordon; 








New Amsterdam Nov. 

| adapted from Alice Duer Miller's novel 
| ‘Gowns By Roberta,’ by Otto Harbach; 
lyrics by same; score by Jerome Kern, 
Billy Boyden. ...scccceeses: George Murphy 
John Kent..cccccesces Raymond Middleton 
Sophie Teale... .cccoscccccsses Helen Gray 
Orchestra ..ccccccceces Califoria Collegians 
Huckleberry Haines...........+6- Bob Hope 
Mire. Teale... cccocceccesesce Roberta Peatty 
Aunt Minnie....ccccesecess Fay Templeton 
Stephanie .ncccsccecscccssesscseses Tamara 
AMBOIO ccccccccccscersess Robette Christine 
i.ord Henry Delves....Sydney Greenstreet 
Mime. NUnOS. .cocccccenéeceses Lyda Roberti 
LOGIIOW a 60ceonvsiensveeere William Hain 
Mme. Grandet...ccccccccesss: Marion Ross 
EMMDED 0:00 00000006600600000004 Yoyan Pearce 
TT Terre Mavis Walsh 
M. Le@roux..cocccccceserscecseces Ed Jerome 
BEGOMIO vcsecesovecanereses Berenice Alaire 
EOP kvcsto6e0cdeseeiste Gretchen Sherman 
Flower Girl...eeeeees++Virginia Whitmore 
Bartender ..cccece Pocaccesse William Torpey 
TEMMOP a ccccccescencececseses George Djimos 
Preapeietoe seccccecdse> Stanislaw Sarmatoff 





‘Roberta’ drew a class audience at 
Saturday's premiere and that was 
about right, for it impressed as 


class musical comedy of the operetta 


type. It should be one of the 
favored attractions on Broadway 
through the winter. 

It is Max Gordon's first musical 
this season and his second show, 
first being ‘Her Master’s Voice,’ a 
comedy that is doing okay at the 
Plymouth. ‘Roberta’ looked good in 
Philly where it spent about two 
weeks, coming back early last week 
for final touches and dress re- 
hearsals. After the opening over 
there, Hassard Short was called in. 

Routine was changed somewhat, 
about five additional G's were spent 
for costumes and two or three new 
tunes were inserted—Jerome Kern 
melodies that clicked better than 
his original selections. Philly didn't 


especially care for the first act and 


some first nighters here had that 
idea, too, but to the average ob- 
verver the performance seemed ex- 
cellent most of the way. 

Among the inserted numbers is 
Tll Be Hard to Handle’ (lyric by 
Bernard Dougall), which Lyda Rob- 
erti handles in her wiggly-Potish 
way at the finale of both parts. It 
is the show’s hot song, but there 
are others which, because of the 
melodies, are likely to be more pop- 


his pal, Huck (Hope) the, crooner, 
Lines bring the giggles, not the 
situations, except when Miss Ro. 
berti temperamentally tears off a 
frock too narrow at the ankles, then 
goes roughhouse with Murphy, 
Band had its inning with horse. 
play travesty on a radio broadcast, 
Hope being their chief nut. 
Other good performances 
given by Sydney Greenstreet 


were 
as a 


titled Englishman and Raymond 
Middletown as the stalwart John. 
Julie Johnston, who originally 
played Sophie, was replaced hy 


Helen Gray because the former was 
regarded as too sympathetic, but 
she may return to the cast. Mur. 
phy’s dance number with Miss Gray 
well rewarded. 

‘Roberta’ has tunes, story, senti« 
ment, production, skillful direction, 
eolor with enough fun and it looks 
plenty entertainment for a $3.20 
musical show. Tbee. 


I Was Waiting for You 


Comedy in three acts presented at the 
Booth Nov. 13 by Edward Choate: adapted 
by Melville Baker from French original of 
Jacques Natanson; staged by Arthur Beck. 
hard, 






Wes «ree 600650 0es eckdens kes Harry Selby 
Maire S ERGtGh sc cosccctsoves Charles Maillard 
We UT a 065006 00 0¢ae0e eeeeets Kenneth Berry 
i Or arr. Joshua Logan 
Gaston Marchezais.. -Myron McCormick 
MAR b ad cuns 6500'%0 00.06 William E. Blake 
Jean Favieres........... Bretaigne Windust 
Madeleine Jadain.......scccoce Vera Allen 
En 6 a ns va wenee ene on Peter Miles 
3 SRR ae Iris Whitney 
Doorman...... Ce rcccccccocess James Moreno 
M, Marle....++.escesceese. Frederick Roland 
PEE s sob wssdctoces e+eeee»Margaret Swope 
Colette Lausay.....seesesees+-Helen Brooks 
Pierre Fromelin....... gttheoer Glenn Anders 
lee | eres Clarence Rellair 
Elderly Woman......e. re or Myra Brooke 
Chambermald..cccccccecs Beverly Sitgreaves 
Ol ere er Frieda Altman 





Something from Paris, but not so 


gay. Impression was that in addi- 
tion to its sexy story the play 
should provide laughter. But it 


doesn't. Being dependent on its hed- 
room stuff, chances are doubtful. 
Broadway reviewers waited for T 
Was Waiting for You’ for quite 
some time. It was announced for 








and Selena Royle. 


~~ eral fund. ular, such as ‘Smoke Gets in Your 
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Revenue Ruling 


Several years ago the department 
of Internal Revenue ruled that pass 
tax collections are actually admis- 
sion charges and a tax of 10% was 
thereafter collected, as with other 
legit tickets. Government put a 
like levy in the admission tax law 
on two occasions, first during the 
war. Last year when the admission 
levy was placed on all tickets 
priced at more than 41 cents, the 
pass tax was slapped on again, but 
because the Shubert passes are 40 
cents per person, no tax applies. 

William A. Brady knocked out 
the pass tax last spring when he 
appeared before a Congressional 
committee and pointed out that a 
levy was being made on something 
which brought in no revenue, Reg- 
ulation removing tax on free ad- 
missions to legit attractions was 
inserted in the National Recovery 
Act, but does not apply to other 
types of amusement, for the simple 
reason that the other fields were 
not represented. Pass tax, however, 
continues to be collected in some 
theatres, such money helping keep 
the houses open. 

Authors demanded sharing in all 
extra coin received by the box of- 
fice, as set forth in the Basic Mini- 
mum Agreement, Kick back money 
from ticket agencies was particular- 
ly in the authors’ minds, but pass 
tax coin may now be aimed for. 
Matter never has been put to an is- 
sue, but with actors now opening 
up the subject the authors are ex- 
pected to do likewise. 

‘Door’ percentage players are said 
to be receiving double their usual 
salaries because of the show's 
profitable business, but they want 
all that they think is coming to 
them. 

Some New York theatres and in- 
dependent houses out of town using 
the pass tax ideas, include such 
takings on the statements, but the 
Shuberts have refused to do so up 
to now. 





NIXON BOOKS, CANCELS 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 20. 

Cancellation of ‘First Apple,’ 
formerly ‘We Meet Again,’ for 
Thanksgiving week sent Nixon into 
a tantrum. Holiday session usually 
one of best weeks. Booking office 
immediately got busy and penciled 
in ‘Bitter Sweet’ from Chicago one 
minute and then yanked it the next. 

Newspapers were informed of 
‘Bitter Sweet’ booking hurriedly 
and several hours later were called 
and told that operetta was out. 
Over weekend nothing had been 
scheduled. No reasons were given 
in either case. 
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Cast Changes 


Charles Waldron has left the cast 
of ‘The Pursuit of Happiness,’ Avon, 
N. Y., to join the Katharine Cornell 
repertory company. Waldron will 
asume his original part in ‘The Bar- 
retts of Wimpole Street,’ on the 
rep’s list. He was replaced by Frank 
in ‘Happiness.’ 

F. Carter Burgher replaced George 
Macready in ‘School for Husbands,’ 
Empire, N. Y. 





‘Tom’ Show Folds 
Chicago, Nov. 20. 
Harry Minturn has closed his 
‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’ show that has 





been touring the midwest. DeWolf 
Hopper returns to Chi for radio 
work. 

Minturn understood considering 
recasting into tab for picture 
houses. 


mas night. House was to have got- 
ten ‘Jezebel’ but the continued ill- 
ness of Tallulah Bankhead called 
off the booking. Miriam Hopkins 
has been selected as the new ‘Jeze- 
bel’ and is also returning from 


Hollywood for another showing in 
legit. 
Harris will present ‘Microbe 


Hunters’ when the ‘Lake’ reaches 
the boards. Show is a dramatiza- 
tion by Sidney Howard of Paul de 
Kruif’s novel of the same title. 





TALK CHI ‘CRIMINAL’ 


Chicago, Nov. 20. 


Possibility that ‘Criminal at 
Large’ will be presented by Wee and 
Leventhal here. J. J. Leventhal in 
town at present discussing prob- 
ability with Alexandra Carlisle, 
original femme lead. 

Being figured for the Iilinois to 
open around the holidays. 





+ 





Future Plays 


, ‘Death Holds a Candle,’ police 
play by Glen Towns, was tried out 
in Hempstead, L. L, last week with 
a view to N. Y. production. 

‘The Past of Ann Shrieves,’ for- 
merly ‘Wounded Names,’ getting a 
tryout in Boston. 

‘The Portrait of a Lady,’ by Rob- 
ert L. Buckner, will probably be 
done by A. L. Jones. 

‘The Holmses of Baker Street’ 
will probably be the next from Wil- 
liam Harris, Jr. About the first 
of the year. 

‘That Kind of Love,’ by John S. 
Rodell, will be put into production 
by Harry Bannister. 

‘Brain Sweat,’ a Negro play by 
John C. Brownell, muy hit B’way 
about the time New Year's head- 
aches are wearing off. Author will 
produce. 

‘Miracle of the Dragon’ will be 
staged by John S. Vadja. Prior 
title was ‘Grotto Railway.’ 

‘Wooden Slipper,’ Samson Raphe!l- 
son comedy, will be done by Charles 
Hopkins and Raymond Moore. Will 
go into work following premier. of 
‘Strange Orchestra’ by same pro- 
ducers. 

New untitled J. Golden play, 
will be put into rehearsal by Carol 











M. Sax within the fortnight. 


‘Afternoon’ Ends Freak Bway Run 
Of 40 Weeks with $80,000 Profit 





Starting like a turkey and ending 
a Broadway run with a total profit 
of $80,000 is the record of ‘One 
Sunday Afternoon,’ which headed 
for the road from the 48th Street 
Saturday (18). Show played 40 
weeks spanning a summer which 
saw fewer attractions on the list 
than any time since the war. 

‘Afternoon’ opened at the Little 
and stopped suddenly when the 
bank moratorium was declared. 
After being off about three weeks 
it was reopened at the 48th Street 
under a deal which brought in the 
Leblang office, heuse being owned 
by the late ticket man’s estate. In- 
stead of the house playing ‘After- 
noon’ on percentage, arrangement 
called for the house to get one-third 
of the profits, with the estate siml- 
larly sharing, but that does not go 
for the road dates. Deal that re- 
opened the show was made by 
George ‘Lefty’ Miller. 

Saved by Pictures 

Leo Peters (Bulgakov) and Les- 
lie Spiller, who presented, were pro- 
tected from loss. Managers’ share 
of the picture rights, which were 
sold for $26,500, got the show off the 
nut, including production and losses 
at the Litile. Picture version was 
released in New York in September, 
show lasting two months after the 
film’s first run showing. TIdttle or 


(Continued on page 63) 


Eyes’ sung and guitar-strummed by 
the alluring Russian, Tamara, 
‘You’re Devastating’ by the same 
artiste and ‘The Touch of Your 
Hand’ by Tamara and William Hain 
who has the strongest voice in the 
cast. ‘Devastating’ is introduced by 
Bob Hope early in the show. Other 
numbers that stand out are ‘Some- 
thing’s Got to Happen,’ sung by 
Miss Roberti and Hope, and ‘Let’s 
Begin’ warbled by Tamara and 
Hope. 

There is something collegiate 
about ‘Roberta's’ story which starts 
in a fraternity house in America, 
with the characters switching to a 
Parisian modiste shop, a bar and a 
Russian night spot in the French 
capital. Laugh lines coming from 
players of graduate student types 
register the better, giving the per- 
formance a certain gayness in com- 
bination with its romance. 

Show given a generous scenic in- 
vestiture and some excellent cos- 
tuming. Otto Harbach’s adaptation 
of the story by Alice Duer Miller 
calling for modish dress. 

John Kent, an all-American foot- 
baller, visits his old Aunt Minnie, 
who is known for her Parisian dress 
styles under the name of Roberta. 
He is engaged to a debutante, So- 
phie Teale, but one look at Aunt 
Min’s designer Stephanie changes 
his affections although he doesn’t 
realize it. Stephanie is a Russian 
princess who has dropped her title. 
Doorman is her first cousin, a 
prince. John, a hick, thinks they are 
in love, 

Aunt Min dies between scenes. 
She had bequeathed the establish- 
ment to Stephanie, but the will is 
unsigned. Refusing to accept the 
shop as a gift, Stephanie agrees to 
a partnership with John. The full- 
back and Sophie quarrel, make up 
and quarrel again. But it is only 
when the ex-collegian Huckleberry 
Haines, a crooner with a band from 
the States, tells his pal, John, that 
the girl loves him, that the pigskin 
er knows who he really cares 

or. 

There are several brilliant scenes, 
probably topped by the showing of 
gowns by mannequins in shop’s dis- 
play salon. That is a legitimate 
spot for the model exhibit, each ac- 
companied by music from the Cali- 
fornia Collegians on the stage. 
Story is maintained in the scene 
which is topped by ‘Blue Shadows,’ 
a group dance artistically manipu- 
lated. Short’s use of high-powered 
lamps backstage considerably en- 
hances the effect. 

The scene in which Tamara dons 
a royal robe which has laid in the 


safe for years, and the tiara in- 
dicative of her former station, is 
another outstanding bit. The ap- 


pearance of Fay Templeton as Aunt 
Min brings her on in but one scene, 
but she scored. Good bit of casting. 
Surprising was the fact that Miss 
Templeton has retained much of the 
color of her voice as proven when 





! Bob Hope and Georg 


she sang ‘Yesterdays.’ 
Comedy was mostly handled 


76 Murphy 





by 


production every now and then. Ed- 
ward Choate, a newcomer, finally 
bringing it forth. Production is ex- 
cellent, settings being rich and in 
food taste. Playing only so-so per- 
haps because the show is too quiet.’ 


Two sets of lovers furnish the 
theme. A young woman is carrying 
on an affair with a mature fellow, 
while a youth is similarly attached 
to a woman of middle age. The 
elder pair had had an affair some 
time before. Young man and the 
girl propose to do a little cheating 
on their own and so to Orleans. 


The kids come to the realization 
that their little excursion isn’t just 
a lark. They're in love and when 
the waiter turns out to be a detec- 
tive set to spy on them by the older 
duo, they aren’t alarmed. They have 
been waiting for each other, and 
theirs will be a new twosome, 
whereupon the more experienced 
counle apparently decide to team up 
again, 

That is indicated in the last act 
spotted back in Paris. Madeleine 
Jadain talks it over with Pierre 
Fromlein. They are the former 
lovers whose young playmates went 
to Orleans. Their suspicions about 
the younger pair are confirmed, but 
there ig nothing to do about it. 


The third act could have been 
livelier. Situation isn’t tragic, but 
the actors make it rather that way. 
The fault is that of the players or 
the theory back of the direction, 
judging from the script which is 
supposed to contain a number of 
laughs. 

Glenn Anders takes to platinum 
dust to gray his hatr, he being cast 
as the elder philanderer who is too 
serious to be expected to hold a 
young mistress. Vera Allen is the 
experienced woman in the story. 
Helen Brooks and Bretaigne Win- 
dust are the younger pair. 

‘I Was Waiting for You’ drew a 
set of tepid notices. Doubtful if 
better break from the critics would 
make much difference. Ibee. 


(Withdrawn Saturday after one 
week; printed for the record). 


ENGAGEMENTS 


Gerald Olilver-Smith, ‘Strange Or- 
chestra.’ 

Jas. Spottswood, ‘Haywire.’ 

Kent Smith, Pierre deRamey, 
Ingeborg Tillisch, Oliver Barbour, 
‘The Drums Begin.’ 

Renee Cartier, Doris lLaurey, 
Chas. Henderson, Harry C. Ander- 
son, Jas. Stewart, Helena Rapport, 
‘All Good Americans.’ 





Margaret Wycherly, ‘Tobacco 
Road.’ 
Geo. Anderson, leland Davis, 


‘Growing Pains.’ 

Leslie Dennison, ‘Strange Orches 
tra.’ 

Victor Kilan, ‘Peace on Earth.’ 

Roscoe Ates, Bruce Evans, Jack 
Leslie, Phoebe Fulton, Fred Persson, 
Ann Freshman, ‘Birdie.’ 


Ara Gerald, ‘The Gods We Make.’ 
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Minimum Salaries Made Retroactive, 


Equity Starts 


Secretary of the National Asso- 
ciation of the Legitimate Theatre 
was directed last week to advise all 
managers that the minimum sala- 
ries established by the legit code 
must be paid, regardless of when 
contracts for this season were 
signed. The retroactive ruling was 
made by Sol A. Rosenblatt, NRA 
deputy administrator in charge of 
amusement codes. 

Despite the fact that the ruling 
from Washington was held up for 
nearly two months, players who 
have been paid less than the mini- 
mum must be given the difference, 
according to the interpretation of 
the ruling. Understood that the 
stooges used in ‘Hold Your Horses,’ 
Winter Garden, N. Y., constitute 
most of the players engaged under 
the minimum prior to code’s adop- 
tion. Estimated the amount to be 
paid them will be around $1,000 in 
all. 

Equity has declared it will check 
on its members as to whether they 
are engaged at not less than the 
minimum, For that purpose actors 
are required to file a copy of their 
contracts with Equity and have 
been instructed to sign in triplicate, 
one contract to the manager, a copy 
to the player and a copy to Equity. 

Salary Tip-Off Point 

Plan to have members file con- 
tracts with Equity was considered 
for some time, but the inclination 


of players not to reveal their 
salaries delayed the move. When 
the code was in preparation, 


Equity saw a chance to force the 
issue and late in August adopted 
the rule. Because it was not com- 
plied with, Equity now insists on 
such filing. 

Although the managers are sup- 
posed to file contract copies with 
Equity, members are not relieved of 
the responsibiiity. It is pointed out 
to members that by filing promptly 
there can be no question as to the 
probationary period of rehearsals 
and it also gives Equity full time to 
see that salary bond requirements 
are fulfilled. 

New point concerning the mini- 
mum salary set by the code cropped 
up last week. Code sets minimums 
according to the box office top 
price. Shows charging $3.30 to $3.85 
must pay at least $40, but if the 
scale is $4.40 the minimum is $45. 
Actors have asked what the rule is 
where the show charges the higher 
price on Saturday nights. Ruling 
has not been made as yet. 


Lambs’ All-Night Party 
To Celebrate Repeal 


Lambs club will hold a ‘Repeal 
Dinner’ Dec. 7 at the Hotel Astor, 
scheduled to last all night, with 
breakfast being served in the morn- 
ing. Affair will start with dinner. 
Floor show will follow, and then 
dancing-—until dawn or longer. 

Present plans call for the tickets 
to be priced at $12 per person. Hard 
liquor is expected to be served with- 
out extra charge. Robert L. Hague, 
the Lambs’ b. r. ace, is chairman of 
the committee. 








—— 


A. C. Apollo Goes Film 


Atlantic City, Nov. 20. 

The Apollo Theatre, famous for 
legit try-outs for 25 years, was leased 
Saturday (18) by the Estate of Jos- 
eph Fralinger to The Frankland 
Leasing and Realty Co. The latter 
concern, headed by Frank Wieland 
and P. Mortimer Lewis, operated a 
chain of picture houses in this city. 
The lessees said that they would 
spend $150,000 in alterations and im- 
provements and reopen as a picture 
theatre next Spring. 

The Apollo, situated on the Board- 
walk at New York ave., is the fourth 
theatre to occupy this site 
1892. 
eph Fralinger of salt water taffy 
fame. The first three were destroyed 





since | 


All were built by the late Jos- | 


Contract Check-Up 


+ 





POLA NEGRI RESTING 


Quit ‘Pressburg’ After Show’s In- 
auspicious Start 








Pittsburgh, Nov. 20. 

Quite a bit of mystery surround- 
ing Pola Negri’s illness and her 
sudden decision to quit Lee Shu- 
bert’s ‘Trip to Pressburg.’ Actress, 
after her reported collapse follow- 
ing last performance here at Nixon, 
was removed to the home of friends 


where she remained until last 
Thursday, leaving for New York 
that day. 


Boarding a train here, Miss Negri 
told reporters that she was through 


with ‘Pressburg’ and would take a 
two-month rest in some eastern 
sanitarium. Show, which was to 


have played Washington last week, 
was cancelled, although reported 
here that Shuberts were sending on 
Beth Elliot to play the Negri role. 

Shuberts waited several weeks for 
Miss Negri to return from Europe 
this fall before placing ‘Pressburg’ 
in rehearsal. Piece opened here and 
drew generally unfavorable notices, 
which may have influenced star's 
decision to withdraw. 

Whether piece would go on again 
with somebody else in the part was 
something Miss Negri couldn't an- 
swer or wouldn't before she left 
Pittsburgh. 


SPEEDY B’WAY VISIT 
OF GILBERT MILLER 


Gilbert Miller’s stay in New York 
will be brief. He sails back to Lon- 
don Saturday (25) to present Alfred 
Lunt and Lynn Fontanne in ‘Re- 
union in Vienna,’ due for debut 
there early in January. Plans to 
produce a new show in New York 
starring Leslie Howard are off until 
late spring or next season. 

Howard is leaving London for 
Hollywood to appear in ‘Of Human 
Bondage’ for Radio, a commitment 
which antedates his contract with 
Warners. Some question about the 
priority was adjusted last week by 
Miller and Jack Warner. Howard's 
first picture for Warners will be 
‘British Agent.’ 








Buys ‘American Plan’ 





Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Manny Seff and Milton Lazarus 
have sold their play, ‘American 
Plan,’ to Chester Erskine, who will 
produce it in N. Y. early in Janu- 
ary. It is understood United Artists 
has an interest in the production. 
Wallace Ford has been asked to 
go east for a part. Hugh O‘Con- 
nell will be starred and Jean Arthur 
is up for the femme lead. 


Box Office Veterans 


Annual meeting of the Treasurers’ 
Club of America will be held at the 
Astor, N. Y., Saturday (25) at which 
time four box office men will be in- 
stalled as life members, entitling 
them to full benefits without pay- 
ment of dues. The silver an- 
niversary guys are: Tobias De 
Vries, William Feus, Louis Olms 
and James N. Vincent. 

Five members will be elected to 
the board of governors for two 
years. Officers nominated are the 
same as now in office: Harry B. 
Nelmes, president; Lep Solomon, 
vice-president; Sol De Vries, treas- 
urer; James F. McEntee, recording 
sec.; James N. Vincent, financial 
sec.: Joseph P. Bickerton, Jr., 
counsel. 





WYNN SHOW AT XMAS 

| Ed Wynn is beginning prelimi- 
| naries for the welding together of 
|a new show to star himself. 

| As in the past, Wynn will write, 
star and produce the piece, figuring 
on coming to Broadway about the 
| last part of December if he can get 


going that soon. 
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17 B'WAY SHOWS 
ON WEBS FREE 


NBC Broadcasts from Coast 
to Coast Would Cost 
$500,000 — Radio Co-op- 
erates with Stage _ to 
Make Road Theatre- 
Minded — Seeks to Pre- 
serve Talent Sources— 
Prompt B.O. Benefit Seen 


-_—--- —- 


STARS BEFORE MIKE 


———_ — 





Radio blew its country-wide 
trumpet loudly last week for legit. 
In three one-hour broadcasts during 
the week the entire United States 
was made legit conscious, 17 cur- 
rent Broadway shows were put on 
the air in excerpts, and most of the 
important members of the legit in- 
dustry, producers and stars, faced 
the microphone. 

Essentially a plug for radio, it 
turned into a big build-up for the 
stage. All branches of show busi- 
ness were represented, but legit got 
the lion’s share. The reason back 
of that being, unmentioned, that 
both radio and picture business are 
beginning to realize they need legit 
as a talent-discovering agency. 

Had legit enterprises tried to buy 
the time devoted to it gratuitously 
during the week the fees would 
have gone well over $500,000. Be- 
cause the events were broadcast 
over both NBC chains from coast to 
coast, with the admonition through- 
out, ‘Wait till this show comes to 
your town and see it,’ it is believed 
that the thing will become a healthy 
business builder for legit. 


Sees Road on Mend 


That thought was mentioned by 
Willie Howard from Boston on the 
Friday (17) night broadcast. 
‘There’s been a big pickup notice- 
able’, Willie said, ‘throughout the 
road. There’s more interest in 
shows than in the past and more 
will come now.’ 

Broadcasts started Monday night 
as an announced ballyhoo for'a re- 
turn of interest in the theatre. 
Frank Gilmore, president of Equity, 
did the keynoting talk, followed by 
a talk by Lawrence Langner. Then 
Paul Yawitz, as one of the Broad- 
way playboys. With him was Wal- 
ter O'Keefe, comedian, and then 
came broadcasts of portions of 
Champagne, Sec,’ ‘Pursuit of Hap- 
piness,’ ‘Doctor Monica,’ ‘School for 
Husbands’ and ‘Hold Your Horses.’ 
That meant Broadway stars in the 
personalities of Nazimova, Joe Cook, 
Peggy Wood and others. 

Wednesday night had a talk by 
Brock Pemberton, and Ed Sullivan 
appeared as play reporter. With 
him was Jack Benny. The shows 
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Check! 





Washington, Nov. 20. 

When the Broadway Theatre 
Agency was barred from doing 
business last week for violating 
the new ticket rules, some 20 
odd employees sent a telegram 
to President Roosevelt protest- 
ing and stating they would re- 
ceive no salaries. Message was 
opened by a secretary at the 
White House who telephoned 
Sol A. Rosenblatt asking what 
it was all about. 

Rosenblatt crisply answered 
that one of the principal com- 
plainants against high prices 
charged by New York ticket 
agencies is the President's 
daughter, Mrs. Curtis B. Dahl. 


READY ‘SAILOR BEWARE’ 
FOR FRISCO CURRAN 


Los Angeles, Nov. 20. 


With ‘Showboat’ now skeded to 
open at the Mayan Dec. 4, instead 
of Nov. 27, as previously slated, 
‘Sailor Beware’ is being readied to 
follow the former into the Curran 
at San Francisco. 

Homer Curran is casting 
Beware’ here. 














‘Sailor 








Two Tryouts Fold 





Two new shows intended for 
Broadway were withdrawn from the 
road Saturday (18). ‘A Trip to 


Pressburg’ topped in Pittsburgh and 
‘Mismates’ folded in Phila. 

Players in the latter show were 
paid off by Equity from funds on 
deposit to guarantee salaries, ‘Press- 
burg’ was a Shubert attraction. 





were ‘Let 
Thousands 
the Left,’ 
‘Spring in 


broadcast, in portions, 
Them Eat Cake,’ ‘As 
Cheer,’ ‘Thunder on 
‘Double Door’ and 
Autumn.’ 

Friday session was started by Dan 
Frohman. Louis Sobel followed 
with Charley Winninger. Then 
hunks of ‘Ah Wilderness,’ ‘His Mas- 
ter’s Voice,’ ‘Murder in the Vani- 
ties, ‘ Men in White’; Arthur 
Schwartz and Howard Dietz gave a 
resume of past musicals they wrote 
for Max Gordon, climaxing in ‘Ro- 
berta’; Boston was switched in for 
a hunk of the new ‘Follies,’ and for 
a closer the Lambs’ Gambols staged 
a minstrel finale. 








Only 12 Stars in 25 Bway Legits 
Get Billing Above the Attraction 





Out of approximately 350 princi- 
pals in the 25 current legit shows 
on Broadway, only 12 rate star bill- 
ing, while 12 others get feature 
mention. The significance is that 
of all the individuals in the present 
Broadway casts, only 24 are consid- 
ered by their producers as worth 
the 70c or 80c a line rate in the 
newspaper ads. 

The 12 with star billing are those 
whose names appear above the title 
of the show. Above-the-title men- 
tion has always been the theatre's 
technical. definition of stardom. 
Strangely enough, George M. Cohan 


is not accorded star rating by the 


Theatre Guild, which is presenting | 
him in ‘Ah, Wilderness!’ and which | 
mentions itself and Eugene O'Neill | 


above the title, but George M. 
Cohan underneath. 
Dozen stars and the six shows 





Threat of Central Ticket Office 
To Freeze Out All Bway Agencies 
Brings Specs Promise to Be Good 


+ 


During a session Friday (17) of 
the sub-committee of the National 
Association of the Legitimate The- 
atre in charge of theatre ticket con- 
trol, which lasted from 11 a.m. to 
4.30 in the afternoon, a bitter con- 
troversy was waged in which the 
managerial element attempted to 
eliminate all ticket brokers and 
form a central ticket agency. The 
plan was defeated, for the time be- 
ing, the session supposed to be se- 
cret. 

It was the committee's retort to 
alleged violations of the new rules 
against gouging and the complaints 
of the agencies that they were not 
getting a fair shake in the new deal. 
Managers and committee had pre- 
viously stated that the ticket situ- 
ation was much improved because 
approximately the stipulated per- 
centage of tickets was available at 
the box offices for the general pub- 
lic and the amount of gypping held 
down considerably under previous 
seasons. 

Despite the intimation that the 
rules might be scrapped, the move 
for a central agency cames as a 
surprise because of the manner in 
which it was presented. Alternate 
move to try London's library sys- 
tem was apparently side-tracked. 

Shields as Backer 

Brock Pemberton, vice chairman 
of the ticket committee, made the 
motion, ticket men later making the 
charge of a grab. Pemberton had 
the backing of Paul Shields, a Wall 
Streeter. It was ironic to the ticket 
people that a stock broker should 


(Continued on page 63) 


N.Y. State Angels New 
Relief Work Troupes 


Albany, Nov. 20. 

The State Temporary Emergency 
Relief Administration will become 
an ‘angel’ for a theatrical enter- 
prise. Unemployed actors and ac- 
tresses, who are receiving relief in 
Westchester county, will be sent on 
the road as rep companies, with the 
state putting up the money to 
finance them. There are approxi- 
mately 100 idle players, and there 
probably will be four companies. 
Idea was tried on Long Island last 
summer. 

They will tour Westchester 
county, presenting popular plays at 
prices which, in some instances, 
will not exceed 25 cents. The play- 
ers will receive the regular relief 
wage of $20 weekly. Proceeds will 
be used for local relief work. 

John A. Robb, who played in 
‘Strictly Dishonorable,’ has offered 
to take charge of technical details. 
It is expected that companies will 
begin their tours early in December 
and make stands of several weeks 
in some communities. 


‘Horses’ on Pay Cut 








they star in are Marilyn Miller, epee 
Clifton Webb, Helen Broderick, ‘As ‘Hold Your Horses’ cast took a 
Thousands Cheer’; Peggy Wood,! healthy salary slice during the 
Helen Ford, George Meader, ‘Cham- | week. Cut is 15 to 25% with every 
pagne, Sec’; Nazimova, ‘Dr. Mon-| member of the company reported 
ica’; Roland Young, Laura Hope | taking it, including Cook. 

Crews, ‘Her Master’s Voice’; Joe Shuberts are booking ‘Ziegfeld 
Cook, ‘Hold Your Horses’; Blanche | Follies’ into the Winter Garden, due 
Yurka, ‘Spring in Autumn’; Flor-|/in about Christmas week. That 
ence Reed, ‘Thoroughbred.’ would shunt the Cook show out of 

The 12 featured players, in ad-/|the Garden to some other spot. 

dition to Cohan, are Junior Dur- a = 

kin, ‘Growing Pains’; Glenn An- 

ders, Vera Allen, ‘I Was Waiting PICON PIECE DATED 

for You:’ William Gaxton, Lois Roscoe Ates goes into ‘Birdie,’ 
Moran, Victor Moore, ‘Let ’Em Eat | legit musical starring Molly Picon, 
Cake’; Jean Arthur, Kenneth Har- in rehearsal for the Selwyn theatre. 
flan, Donald Foster, ‘The Curtain | Monte Wooley is staging the piece 
Rises;’ Osgood Perkins, June Walk- | which is now in rehearsal. It opens 
ler, ‘School for Husbands.’ at the Majestic, Brooklyn, Dee. 11, 
Producers of the remaining 13} for a week prior to coming in. 

| Broadway legits consider the titles Others in the cast are May Vokes, 
j}alone sufficient for newspaper dis- | Lee Patrick, Ann Freshman, Bruce 
| play purposes. Evans and Jack Lestie 
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English Town Has 


Five Duals Spots; 


London’s Warm Welcome to Astaire 





London, Nov. 11. 


A new picture house will shortly 
be opened at Brighton, where it 
will enter into competition with 
four others on same policy. All 
are conducted on two-features, 
which means 10 pictures per week 
are required for that town. 

This totals 520 features per an- 
num, 





‘Idolatry’ Falls 
‘This Side of Idolatry’ closed at 
the Lyric after 13 days, with even 
Leslie Howard’s popularity not 
saving it. ‘Acropolis,’ by Robert 
Sherwood, to be produced by Marc 


Connelly, replacing. Cast headed 
by Gladys Cooper and Raymond 
Massey. 


Howard reported contemplating 
trying out another play at the Em- 
bassy theatre, 


‘Two Hearts’ Deferred 
‘Two Hearts in Waltztime,’ the 
Nettlefold-Fogwell production, star- 
ring Carl Brisson, was held up, with 
Joe May, the director being let out. 
Carmin Galloni has been called 
in to direct, with Francis Vienna 
and Sunny Miller commissioned to 

supply the songs and dialog. 





‘Savoy’ Weakening 

Drury Lane show, ‘Ball at the Sa- 
voy,’ shaky. Understood Oscar 
Hammerstein and Leighton Brill 
have been cabled to come over end 
of current month instead of next 
January, to be ready to stage ‘Sissy,’ 
the Austrian musical, in event biz 
falls soon. 





Astaire Welcomed 

After an absence of five years, 
Fred Astaire returned to London 
Nov. 2, making his reappearance in 
‘Gay Divorce,’ supported by Claire 
Luce. From the moment Fred came 
upon the stage he was a riot. There 
being no pit at the Palace, the pit- 
ites congregated in the gallery and 
organized a demonstration. Many 
social celebrities were present at 
the premiere to give a warm wel- 
come to the brother-in-law of Lord 
Charles Cavendish, who also was 
present. 





‘Bean’ on Vacation 

It isn’t often one hears of a man- 
ager closing a show that is playing 
to capacity. This is the case with 
‘The Late Christopher Bean’ at the 
St. James’, which closes Dec. 19, but 
reopens Dec. 26. 

Before sailing for New York, Gil- 
bert Miller arranged for the com- 
pany to have this short Christmas 
holiday. 


‘Ladies Night’ Dated 

The old Avery Hopwood Turkish 
bath farce, ‘Ladies Night,’ was pro- 
duced in London at the Aldwych 
Nov. 1. It was revised by Austin 
Melford and Douglas Furber, who 
have been successful at this sort of 
adaptation in the past, but in this 
instance they do not seem to have 
fared so well. Piecs seems dated, 
and the scenes are no longer ‘dar- 
ing.’ An excellent cast, headed by 
Sydney Howard, struggled manfully 
and made a brave show. 


At Pavilion 

London Pavilion bill week of Nov. 
6 proved more entertaining than the 
average. Lee Donn, formerly Leon 
Domque, the piano walloper, 
proved a good opener. Idea of open- 
ing with Donn was reprisal for the 
pianist’s getting the best of Ernset 
Remnant, the lesse. 

Donn held three dates with the 
management, which they sought to 
repudiate, but when action was 
threatened, the management climbed 
down. 

Les Pierottys, a couple of Span- 
fish acrobats, with one possessing a 
really good voice and sense of com- 
edy, were a hit. Max, Moritz and 
Akka, the Hollywood chimpanzees, 
appealed greatly to the kid element, 
of which there was a surprising 
number. Palmo, juggler, is fair, 
and by no means will he ever attain 
the popularity of Gaston Palmer, 
his brother. 
local comics, got laughs with anti- 
quated comedy. Betty Campson, 
dancer, with a ‘direct from her suc- 
cesses at the Folies Bergere, Paris,’ 
tag, is not out of the ordinary. 
House played to a sellout the first 
show. 








Given Sock in Jaw for 


Mocking Paris Dancer 


Paris, Nov. 11. 

Revva Reyes, American-Mexican 
dancer, threw her job at Florence's 
night club in Montmartre because 
someone in audience laughed at 
her act. Mocker was American so- 
ciety girl. 

Revva boiled over while finighing 
her number, and then went to the 
girl’s table and slapped her face. 
Before the astonishment had calmed 


down Revva was out of the place/ the evasive witness, of course being |Krasa is now at 


looking for another job. 


+ 


De Haven and Page, 





Govt. Gifts for Moscow 
Art Co., Now 35 Yrs. Old 


Moscow, Nov. 8. 
Thirty-fifth anniversary of the 
foundation of the Moscow Art The- 
atre in 1898, received much press 
attention and notice from the gov- 


ernment in terms of cash, but there 
was none of the public celebrating 
which marked the twenty-fifth an- 
niversary ten years ago. 

This time Constantin Stanislav- 
sky and Nemirovich-Danchenko, 
founders of the famous theatre, re- 
ceived 25,000 rubles each. Official 
presents of 20,000 rubles each were 
awarded to the leading actors of 
the troupe: I. M. Moskvin, Olga 
Knipper-Chekhova, M. P. Lilina 
(Mrs. Stanislavsky in private life), 
V. I. Kachalov and L. M. Leonidov. 
In addition 50,000 rubles were as- 
signed for distribution among 
others who have been with the the- 
atre more than 25 years. 


BEING TOO FUNNY GETS 
SIBERIA FOR RUSSIANS 


Moscow, Nov. 7. 
Their sense of humor has cost 
three Moscow literary men—play- 
wright, scenarists and versifiers— 


very dearly. The redoubtable 
G. P. U. gathered them up, jokes 
and all, and shipped them off to 
various unpleasant corners of 
Siberia for terms ranging from 3 to 
5 years. The three are: 
Nikolai Erdman, author of play 
‘Mandate,’ running here to crowded 
houses for six years; author of 
much-heralded satire ‘Suicide,’ 
which was rehearsed and praised 
in advance, but barred by the cen- 
sor just before opening night; co- 
author on the scenario ‘Jazz,’ now 
being shot by director Alexandrov 
as Russia's first musical comedy 
for the screen. 
Viadimir Mass, co-author with 
Erdman of ‘Jazz, author of several 
successful satires on stage and 
screen, 
Emil Krotky, well-known writer 
of humorous sketches and verse; 
familiar to Soviet reading public as 
frequent contributor to the comic 
weekly ‘Crocodile.’ 
All of them are accused, it ap- 
pears from widespread but uncon- 
firmed reports, of writing little 
funny rhymed pieces for private 
circulation on political subjects that 
are taboo. A few of their squibs 
are said to have committed lese- 
majeste by touching upon high gov- 
ernment personage. 
The story does not appear in the 
local press, but is matter of general 
knowledge. It is said these writers 
indulged in gentle lampooning for 
some time on the quiet and were 
tolerated. More recently they seem 
to have broken out more publicly. 
There is another phase of thea- 
trical scandal. Some dozens of ac- 
tors and actresses, many of them 
prominent and a large proportion 
of them in the ballet, have been 
quietly rounded up in Moscow and 
Leningrad and sent out to parts 
unknown. In this instance their 
sins were not political. All those 
taken away were fairly well-known 
for sex irregularities. 





Holland’s Gay Fetes 


The Hague, Nov. 9. 
Holiand is the country of jubilees. 
One cannot take up a paper without 


finding reference to at least several 
celebrations daily, ranging from a 
maid who has served her mistress 
faithfully for 25 years to a leading 
magnate who has headed the firm 
for two decades. 

Actors and legit companies cele- 
brate a jubilee after five years, 10, 
12%, 15, 20, 25 years and soon. One 
of these jubilees is that of Fie-tje 


de la Mar, daughter of the late 
Wapoleon de la Mar, once one of 
liolland’s most popular cabaret 
artists. His daughter has beer. now 
121%4 years on stage and has had a 
special play written for the occasion 
by Mrs. Ranucci-Beckman., 

Built around the famous spy-case 
in England, the Mysterious Officer 








in the Tower. Title is Marie Louise 


}the role of the jubilee-actress. 
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South Africa 


(Continued from page 19) 


his company and has decided not 
to open up business, but sell the 
pictures to African Consolidated 
Theatres for the present. 

Whether a contract is attached 
to this decision is not known out- 
side those interested. Independent 
showmen are none too pleased at 
the result of Kahn's visit. He left 
on the Warwick Castle Oct. 6 for 
England, and will proceed to Cal- 
cutta. 








Standard theatre, Johannesburg, 
well patronized by Jewish frater- 
nity. Vera Kanavska and Paul 
Breitman score. 





New Johannesburg Cinema 


The Colosseum, African Consoli- 
dated Theatres’ new theatre, was 
opened Oct. 4 with General Smuts 
presiding at the ceremony. The 
house occupies a plot with a 207- 
foot frontage and 145 feet deep. The 
interior decorations are atmo- 
spheric, giving an open sky effect. 
The proscenium opening is 60 feet 
wide and 30 feet high. Flies have a 
height of 70 feet. 

Seating capacity, 
The British film ‘The Rome 
press’ was the first offering. 


2,000 to 3,000. 
Ex- 





Percy Hutchison, the English ac- 
tor, opened his South African tour 
Oct. 3 at His Majesty’s, Johannes- 
burg, with Edgar Wallace’s play 
‘The Green Pack’ and was well re- 
ceived. 





With the warm weather coming 
along there is hope in the hearts of 
amusement caterers that some im- 
provement in business will follow. 
Cinemas that have failed to re- 
cord a profit are being bolstered 
with top features. 

With apparently authentic rumors 
of coming opposition, African Con- 
solidated Theatres is spurring ac- 
tivity. 





Gaumont-British Deal 


It is stated here that a contract 
involving £24,000 a year has been 
signed in London by David Ostrer 
of Gaumont-British Film Co., and 
Max Schlesinger for African Films, 
Ltd. Contract calls for a 80% mini- 
mum of G-B products for South 
Africa. The deal comes into opera- 
tion Nov. 1. 

Rumored here that the English 
‘actor, Sir Gerald du Maurier, may 
come over some time next year. 





Elephant Thrills 


Umtali, Rhodesia, gets thrills 
through a herd of wild elephants 
driven by fright through big bush 
fires, and taking refuge in a bush 
close to the town. 
Elephants attached to a circus 
playing the town were taken to the 
spot to obtain a round-up of the 
wild animals, but were charged and 
scattered by the frightened beasts. 
One charged the cfowd of spec- 
tators. Eventually the police set 
fire to the bush, and the herd cleared 
off to other parts. 





Current Pictures 


Johannesburg: 
Colosseum—‘Love Me Tonight.’ 
Bijou—‘Fires of Fate.’ 
Plaza—‘Arrowsmith.’ 
Palladium—‘As You Desire Me.’ 
Capetown: 

Alhambra—‘Back Street.’ 
Plaza—‘Yes, Mr. Brown.’ 


Adelphi—‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde.’ 

Wolfram’s—‘Shanghai Express.’ 
Durban: 


King’s—‘Arms and the Man.’ 

Criterion—The Secret of Madam 
Blanche.’ 

A. W. Tait, of J. C. Williamson, 
Ltd., is over here managing the 
tour of the Gilbert and Sullivan 
opera company. 


Free Gate for Little 
Theatre Competition 


White Plains, Nov. 20. 
Nine groups have started rehears- 
als for Little Theatre Week which 
will be held at the Westchester 
County Center here week of Dec. 5. 


Takes the place of the annual 
tournament held for the past five 
years. In past years tickets were 
sold at 31 top, but this year admis- 
sion will be free. 


CZECH ART AWARDS 


Prague, Nov. 9. 


The Czechoslovak state prizes, 
awarded annually, have been pre- 
sented. 





Theatre prize to Jaromir Kvapil, 
‘orvacapire of the Czech Nationa] mu- 
seum, for his play ‘What I Knew’; 


musical Czech prize to A. Axmann 
jfor his ‘Fourth Symphony’; German 
| ‘ - » 

j}musical prize to Hans Krasa, for 


im Traum.’ 
on a new 


‘Verlobung 


rork 


ihis opera, 


| , ? 
jopera, ‘Lysistrata.’ 
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KOZMETIKA 


(‘Cosmetics’) 


Budapest, Nov. 1. 
Comedy im three acts by Istvan Bekeffi, 
at the Helvarosj theatre, Budapest. Cast: 
liona Titkos, Ida Turay, Antal Pager, 
Miklos Laazilo, 


A bright skit on the exaggera- 

tions of beauty treatments. A great 
beauty specialist gets enamoured of 
his own creation, a shallow, super- 
ficial woman whom he has turned 
into a perfect work of art. When 
her husband divorces the beauty be- 
cause she has no thought for any- 
thing but her looks, beauty doctor 
marries her, only to find that she 
can’t be lived with because she only 
lives for lotions, creams, messages 
and facials. Very amusing scene 
when lady appears in the bedroom 
on her wedding night bandaged, 
plastered and anointed as she has 
been instructed to do by the beauty 
doctor. After a prompt divorce he 
marries his un-beauty-treated sec- 
retary and starts right away on the 
wrong path again by giving her her 
first facial. 
Ilona Titkos, though slightly over- 
doing the comic aspect, made a capi- 
tal figure out of the artificial beauty. 
The whole play was brightly acted 
and well staged and brought much 
laughter, which together with very 
good press notices, heralds a long 
run, 








German Pact 





(Continued from page 19) 


Affairs; Laurent-Eynac, Minister of 
Commerce and Industry; Camille 
Chautemps, Minister of the In- 
terior, and A. De Monzie, Minister 
of National Education and Beaux 
Arts. For Germany it was signed 
by Ambassador Foerster of Ger- 
many, stationed in Paris. 

Pact allows for the interchange 
of films between the two countries 
made in each other’s back yard 
without regard to quota restric- 
tions. At the same time, American 
films cannot enter either country 
unless locally dubbed or made by 
nationals. There are restrictions 
also on numbers of such films al- 
lowed in for dubbing. But France 
and Germany get free entry of 15 
films each without regard to the 
quota. Also they get free entry 
without regard to quota of 20 
straight show films each, whereas 
Americans and other foreign com- 
panies again must get quota per- 
mits, 

On both sides there are no re- 
strictions at all on shorts, silents, 
newsreels and advertising films. 


Money Ban Lifted 


Where the most flagrant prefer- 
ential clause exists is in a para- 
graph towards the end which has 
Germany guaranteeing to see that 
French producers be allowed to 
take money for payment of films 
out of Germany, in spite of the em- 
bargo on money which has Ameri- 
can and other companies piling up 
their cash there. 

From the standpoint of Germany, 
the pact is an important victory. 
Country, since the advent of Hit- 
lerism, has had tough time making 
both ends meet, filmatically. With 
the help of this sort of deal with 
France, Germany can sit back a bit 
more comfortably. 

Similar pact a year ago, made by 
German and French film _ trade 
bodies, resulted in about three 
times as many German films en- 
tering France as the other way. 
This time Germany figures that she 
may need French pictures to fill out 
her program. If so the French will 
get an even break on the distribu- 
tion angle, although by so doing 
Germany will save its face and not 
be forced into a film shortage. 





Berlin, Nov. 11. 

According to a statement pub- 
lished by the Federal Film Chamber 
today a Franco-German contingent 
agreement has been contracted in 
Paris. 

This agreement secures an ‘un- 
impeded film exchange’ between 
Germany and France for 20 
so-called version-films (German 
language films made in Trance, 
French language films made in Ger- 
many) and 15 dubbed pictures. Out- 
side of this the regulations of previ- 
ous years remain in force. 


GYPSY SINGER DIES 


Madrid, Nov. 9. 

Ana Amalla Cano, gypsy singer 
who became famous during the 
reign of Queen Isabel II, died Novy. 
4 at the age of 92 at Malaga. 

Was known as one of the last 
great exponents of ‘flamenco’ music, 
the harmony of the gypstes. 





| Plays Abroad 





Tobb Mint Szerelem 


(‘More Than Love’) 


Budapest, Nov. 4. 
New play in three acts. Presented by 
Vigszinhaz, Budapest. Written by Laszle 
Bus Fekete, Played by Frida Gombaszogi, 
Irene Agay, Billa Gombaszogi, Zoltan Szae 
kats, Gabor Rajnay, Zoltan Maklary. 





A very interesting problem han.- 
dled with an excess of stagecraft, 
The author, who has written a num- 
ber of very successful plays, works 


after an infallible recipe, deftly mix- 
ing topical atmosphere, humorous 
types, sure-fire gags and every in- 
gredient of a hit, but his problems 
and his principals have little to do 
with real life. ‘More Than Love’ 
will probably be a success like ‘Her 
Excellency’s Tobacco Shop’ and 
‘Money Is Not Everything.’ But it 
lacks convincingness and it lacks 
good taste. ' 

A young scientist, on the verge of 
great chemical inventions but with- 
out the means to work on them, and 
a woman doctor, Ann Vickers type, 
have been lovers for 10 years and 
adore each other. The woman fair- 
ly compels the boy to marry a rich 
girl who throws herself at his head, 
so as to have the means to carry on 
the experiments which will prove 
his genius. Her idea is that they 
will still go on loving each other, 
for ordinary morals don’t apply to 
such as they, but her plans work 
out too well: the man is absorbed in 
his work, the wife is young and 
beautiful, and the woman who sac- 
rificed herself is left alone. 

At the premiere a final scene 
brought about a happy ending, in 
which the man cannot get over his 
old love, deserts the wife and re- 
turns to the self-sacrificing woman, 
but the audience so pointedly re- 
jected this improbable solution that 
the final scene was cut, wife and 
wealth triumps and self-sacrifice is 
glorified. 

Performance was good, especially 
in details of atmosphere and minor 
parts. A chemistry lecture-room at 
the university with various types 
of freshmen was one of the scenes 
in which Bus Fekete excels. Frida 
Gombaszogi as the heroine did her 
best, but was miscast. Her sister, 
Ella Gombaszogi, in a comedy part, 
was brilliant. She is the best come- 
dienne on the Budapest stage at 
present. Zoltan Szakats in the male 
lead proved a decided gain to the 
stage. 

‘More Than Love’ will do very 
well and ought to go a long way 
abroad. 


AMONG PEOPLE 


Moscow, Nov. 1. 
Episodes from Maxim Gorki'’s 
early reminiscences and several of 
his short stories have been strung 
together to make this impressive 
play for the Moscow Art theatre. 
What it lacks in unity is more than 


made up by a splendid performance 
and lifelike sets. 

The six scenes have little if any 
narrative continuity. The young 
Gorki, made up to approximate pic- 
tures of the author as a young man, 
appears in all the scene more as an 
observer, making mental notes for 
the books he is destined to write, 
than as a leading character. 

Playwright P. S. Sukhotin mount- 
ed the play, sticking fairly close to 
Gorki’s own style. The opening 
episode is the most impressive. 
Standing alone, as a one-act play, 
it would make a powerful curtain- 
raiser. There is nothing even in 
Gorki’s ‘Lower Depths’ to compare 
with it for sordidness raised to a 
pitch of tragedy. The scene is a 
horrible cellar where a drunken 
prostitute lives with her crippled 
little boy. The child, confined to a 
bed of rough boards, takes as a 
matter of course the drunks of his 
disfigured mother, the stream of 
men. Despite the dirt and horror 
of it all, the love between mother 
and son is poignantly suggested. 
The youngster has made a little 
world for himself of cockroaches 
and other insects which he has 
caught, named and turned into sym- 


bols of those whom he likes and 
dislikes, 
Young Alexei Peshkoyv (Gorki'’s 


real name) finds the drunken wom- 
an in a gutter and drags her to her 
cellar. There he meets the boy, 
makes friends with him, watches 
the curious life of the two crea- 
tures. She tries to repay him for 
kindness they have not known be- 
fore. 

Another effective episode is played 
out in a bakery. The scene is fa- 
miliar to everyone who has read 
Gorki’s reminiscences. The owner 
of the bakery, played by Tarkhanov 
(a brother of Moskvin), provides the 
most distinguished piece of acting 
in the performance. 

‘Among People’ has a good deal 
of the atmosphere of ‘The Lower 
Depth,’ and is likely to remain per- 
manently on the Moscow Art reper- 
toire. It was directed by Kedrov, 
with Largin as assistant. Artist 
Ivanoy is credited with the splendid 





sets. 
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Biography Scrams Chi After $19,000 | 
Sell-Out: Bittersweet’ Building Up 


+ 





Chicago, Nov. 20. | Cornelia Skinner Makes 


‘Biography’ made a lot of enemies 
Jocally for the legit show business. 

Show came into town just two 
weeks ago and was an immediate 
elick and sell-out. Ticket applicants 
were disappointed by thousands. 
Those that figured they’d wait a 
couple of weeks for seats were in- 
formed that the play was in town 
for only a fortnight. 

Legit has made itself completely 
out of contact with the public. Has 
walled itself up so that even its 
best friends aren’t able to patron- 
ize its theatres. Life of any form 
of entertainment depends upon how 
many people can view its successes. 

This is the opinion quoted 
throughout the town, not only by 
the showmen but the wearied pub- 
lic. 

‘Bittersweet’ is the one other 
show in town of biz money chances. 


After a doubtful first week has 
evidently righted itself and looks 
set for a run at profits. 

‘Dangerous Corner’ moved from 


the Illinois to the Cort because of 
the lowered house expense at the 
loop spot. ‘Sailor Beware’ opened 
at the Selwyn last night with its 
Chi company and from advance 
sales looks okay. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Biography’ Erlanger (C-1,318; 
$2.75). Closed after two terrific 
sellout weeks. Previous bookings 
prevented additional time here. 
Final week at capacity $19,000. 

‘Bittersweet’ Grand (M-1,207; 
$3.30) (8d week). Apparently get- 
ting by after having been on the 
fence for the first 10 days. Got 
much ‘Biography’ overflow. Also as 
only musical in town got a two- 
week break. May be hurt some- 
what with ‘Music in Air’ coming to 
compete. Built to $16,000 for sec- 
ond week without Sunday show. 

‘Dangerous Corner’ Cort (D-1,100; 
$2.20) (8th week). Moves here from 
the Dlinois which may get ‘Criminal 
at Large.’ ‘Corner’ has been run- 
ning along without much difficulty 
at $3,500-$4,000 pace. 

‘Music in Air’ Erlanger (M-1,318; 
$3.30). Came in last night (19). Ad- 
vance okay. Should get by on its 
rep despite ‘Bittersweet’ next door, 
making it two musicals of the same 
type. 

‘Sailor Beware’ Selwyn (C-1,086; 
$2.20). Chicago company opened 
Jast night. 


Amateurs, Canned, Win 
Court Money Judgment 


Minneapolis, Nov. 20. 

Portal Players, local little theatre 
Sroup, won a $215 verdict in mu- 
nicipal court against Thomas A. H. 
Teeter, associate director of the 
University of Minnesota summer 
session, in a suit resulting from 
Teeter’s refusal to permit the or- 
ganization to present an original 
play, ‘1931,’ as an attraction for the 
university’s summer session. 

Teeter had contracted for the 
Presentation, but afier witnessing a 
dress rehearsal judged the perform- 
ance ‘so terrible that it couldn't be 
@lassed as entertainment.’ 

‘The play was supposed to be a 
@erious portrayal of the unemploy- 
ment situation,’ Teeter’ testified. 
There were about 50 actors in the 
@ast and only the leading lady knew 
he: lines.’ 








THERE MUST BE A REASON 
IF SUCH PROMINENT 
PEOPLE CARRY ANNUITIES IN 
THE COMPANY | REPRESENT: 


(Arranged Alphabetically) 
“BUGS” BAER 
JACK DEMPSEY 
BRIAN DONLEVY 
W. C. FIELDS 
WILLIE HOWARD 
JOHN CHARLES THOMAS 
BILLY JONES and 
ERNEST HARE 
LITTLE BILLY 
BEATRICE LILLE 
EVERETT MARSHAL! 
J. HAROLD MURRAY 
“BABE” RUTH 
WILL ROGERS 
“CHIC” SALE 

VIVIFNNE SEGAL 

HASSAKD SHORE 

NED WAYBURN 

BERT WHEELER 
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JOHN J. 
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551 Fifth Av., New York City 
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days in the week kept local legits 
from 
was ‘Late Christopher Bean’ on its 
third week at the El Capitan which 
did the stanza in $5,100 estimated. 


on; 
fourth we 


en 


Friends in Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 20. 
Otis Skinner, although 
given generous newspaper. space. | 
not much of a draw in three-day | 
appearance at Nixon, getting around 
2,250 in four performances. Prob- 
ably due to fact that she’s an un- 
known here, but general consensus 
she’s set for return. 
San Carlo Opera Company cur 
rent at the Nixon, offering nine dif- 
ferent operas at eight performances | 
at $1.50 top. First appearance of 
Gallo treupe in six years. Nothing 
yet for next week, Thanksgiving, 
with Eva Le Gallienne coming in 
Dec. 4. Originally scheduled to do 
only ‘Alice’ and ‘Romeo and Juliet,’ 
Miss Le Gallienne has decided to 
add ‘Hedda Gabler’ for one per- 

formance, 


‘MARY OF SCOTLAND’ 
HUB SELLOUT AT 236 


Boston, Nov. 20. 
and ‘Blackbirds’ 
both departing, Helen Hayes in 
‘Mary of Scotland’ is the only legit 
holdover. This show did a bang-up 
biz at the Colonial, and is likely to 
repeat practical sellout, $23,000. 

‘Follies’ was sellout, for a total of 
22,500 on last week. ‘Blackbirds’ 
n.s.h., perhaps due to change of lo- 
eale from Colonial to Majestic. 


Cornelia 











With ‘Follies’ 


‘Mary’ brought raves from the 
eritics and best sort of playgoer 
talk. Drama is now in shape for 


Broadway, where it should linger 
long. Maxwell Anderson has not 
only fashioned a play, but Miss 
Hayes turns in a fascinating per- 
formance, 

New pieces tonight (20) are Con- 
rad Nagel and Irene Purcell in ‘The 
First Apple,’ and ‘Hazel Kirke’ at 
Peabody Playhouse (repertory), 
with tomorrow night swinging in 
Courtney Burr’s ‘All Good Ameri- 
cans,’ with Hope Williams starred. 

Wilbur stock folded quickly and 
quietly, another victim to the tradi- 
tion that not in many years has a 
repertory company long succeeded 
downtown. 

Joke of the past week was a pro- 
duction at Copley of play by a local 
lawyer, entitled ‘The Past of Ann 
Shrieves’. Countess Rosanska had 
the principal role. Critics laughed 
it out. 


‘BEAN’ SNAGS $5,100 AS 
COAST CO-OPS GET 46 


Los Angeles, Nov. 20. 
Extreme heat for the first three 





getting their quota. ‘Topper 


That's about $1,500 under the pre- 
vious week. 

Two co-oppers continue to hang 
‘Elizabeth Sleeps Out,’ on its 
ek at the Hollywood Play- 
house, and ‘The Booster,’ in its 
second week, at the Music Box. 
Both got slightly under $2,000 which 
is out of the red for them, 








McStay on Job Again 
San Francisco, Nov. 20. 





|after a slow start that had its back- 





Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Birdie’ (Jacob Kaliseh), Sel 
wyn. 

‘Haywire’ (Aldrich and De 
Liagre), sijo 

‘Strange Orchestra” «Hop 
kins & Moore), Playhouse. 

‘Dark Tower’ (Sam H. Har 
ris), Morosco, 

‘The Drums Begin’ (Abbott 
& Dunning), Shubert. 

‘Peace On Earth’ (Theatre 


Union), l4th Street, 
‘Tobacco Road’ (Anthony 
Brown), Times Square. 
Katharine Cornell Rep. 
(Guthrie MeClintie), Beck. 
‘Scorpion’ (Lawrence Wood), 
San Raphael hotel, 











San Francisco Mostly in 


Camphor; Boat’ $13,000 


San Francisco, Nov. 20. t 
Belasco & Curran turning 
ever to Howard Lang 
piece continues at 


With 
‘Show Boat’ 
and Ivan Kahn, 


the Curran instead of bowing out 
after three weeks. 
Biz has perked up perceptibly, 


ers worried. Third week pulled 
around $13,000, which is good 
enough to keep it for a fourth and 
possibly fifth stanza. 

Reginald Travers is out of the 
President after poor biz in ‘Uncle 
Tom’s Cabin’ and several matinees 
of ‘Alice in Wonderland.’ 

House, like Alcazar, Geary, Tivoli, 
is dark. Clarence Kolb and Max 
Dill have a deal on with Louis Lurie 
for the Geary to revive some of 
their old shows. 

Walter Gilbert has opened 
‘Drunkard’ at renovated storeroom 
ealled Barnum’s Museum, serving 
beer and sandwiches at tables dur- 
ing performances, 





FIRST APPLE’ TRYOUT 
IN PHILA., WEEK, $2,500 


philadelphia, Nov. 20. 

The Aborn Gilbert and Sullivan 
company did fairly good trade at 
the Garrick in its two weeks’ stay. 
Nothing sensational but probably 
better than anything else the house 
has had this year. About $9,500 
grossed last week. 

The two try-outs were sad in- 
deed. ‘Mismates,’ at the Walnut, 
got only $1,600 and folded Saturday 
night, while “The First Apple,’ de- 
spite good notices, didn’t do more 
than $2,500 in single week at For- 
rest. 

Last-named house has ‘Follies’ 
this week and sensational trade is 
forecast. First-night will be some- 
thing of an event and week’s gross, 
everything else being equal, should 
beat $30,000. 

‘Run Little Chillun,’ in at the 
Garrick for two weeks, hasn't much 
advance but may pick up. 

Chestnut gets Eva La Gallienne 
in ‘Alice in Wonderland’ next week 
with a sell-out indicated. Indica- 
tions are for no more than a couple 
of shows at a time from now on, 


‘Alice’ Gets Civic Rep. 
Good $15,000 in Balto 


Baltimore, Nov. 20. 
Eva J.e Gallienne Repertory ap- 
proximated $15,000 last week at 
Ford’s UBO house, just doubling its 
gross two years ago. Attendance 
three performances of ‘Romeo and 








William R., MecStay, old-time | Jyjjet: light, with ‘Alice’ virtual ca- 
showman and now p.a. for the Dol- pacity, prompting added matinee 
lar steamship line, is back at his/10:30 a. m. Saturday. Early bird 
des): after a year’s serious illness |show new twist to this town. 
hat resulted in the amputation of Aborn light opera troupe opens 
2 foot. today (20) to fair advance. 

2eeuperated at his h . across Charles Emerson Cook's Players 
Mic ee ee ae satisfactory $3,500 with ‘Crimi- 
the bay while subs batted for him nal-at-Large’ at stock Auditorium. 
in the office and Robert Dollar kept This stanza, Bert Ly tell in ‘Good- 
the job open. lbye Again.’ 

Current Roadshows 
Week Nov. 25 ‘Green Pastures,’ Auditorium, | 

Aborn Opera . Company, Ford,) Memphis, Nov. 20, 21 and 22; Audi- | 
as tan ; : torium, Birmingham, Nov. 23 and 24. 

‘All Good Americans,’ Piymou ‘Late Christopher Bean,’ El Capi- 

wsto tal Los Angeles. 

‘Biography,’ Pabst, Milwaukes ‘Mary of Scotland,’ Colonial, Bos- 

‘Blackbirds,’ Majestic, Brooklyr ton 

Civic aaeerrnry Co., Natio ‘Music in the Air,” Erlanger, Chi 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, Hanna ‘One Sunday Afternoon,’ Boul 

‘ e na N 20, 21 and 22; His yard Jackson Heights N, = 
AT: ‘ 2 J nto, 23, 24 and 25. ‘Run Little Chillun,’ Cal 

‘Dangerous Corner,’ Cort, C iiladelphia 

) ‘Sailor Beware, Selwyn, C1 ro. 

Design for Living, Shubert, N: San Cario Co., Nixon, Pittsburgi 
‘Take a Chance’ American, S 

‘Elizabeth Sleeps Out,’ Playhouse, Ls , 
| Fi wood ‘The Bocster,’ Music Box, He 

‘Florodora,’ Nina Rosa’ and ‘Bitter, «ood 
Sweet. (irand O. House, Chicaga + ‘The First Apple” Shubert Os 

‘Follies, Forrest Philadeiphia n. 
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Bway Lesit Comparisons with 1932 
Bring Cheer to Season's Outlook 


Rr« ”% 


tractions in all 


idway’'s legit list offers 27 at- 


week last No 


shows but 


Same 


there were more 


jthe list then included five or six 
cheap ticket revivals, a type of 
presentation that is ruled out by 


| week) (M-1,448-$4.40). Slipped last 
i'week when the gross was around 
$25,000; was leading the list; now 
second to ‘As Thousands Cheer’. 
‘Men in White,’ Broadhurst (9th 
week) (D-1,118-$2.75). Standout 


+ son; 


the legit code. Present, too, were 
a number of holdover hits whereas | 
this season started virtually from | 


dead center, with no holdovers now 


present. 


Comparison of the grosses wives 
last season an edge, but ticket 
scales this season are somewhat 
lower, that especially applying to 
several dramatic successes. There 
are but six musicals current, with 
; only two having a scale topped at 
$4.40. Only house capacity limita- 


‘As Thousands 
Box), from getting 
as any show last 
the dramas last 
season’s smash, ‘Dinner’At Fight,’ 
had a $4.40 top, whereas the cur- 
rent leader, ‘Ah Wilderness,’ is $3.30 
top, which explains the difference 
in takings. 

Outlook, therefore, is 
favorable, considering the 
ending of last season when show- 
men were in doubt and some pre- 
dicted that the legit was al) washed 
up. Needed added hits on Broad- 
way will emphasize the better tone 
and several are in sight. 

2oberta,’ which bowed 
New Amsterdam Saturday (18), 
figures to be a money show. ‘She 
Loves Me Not,’ Monday’s premiere, 
is touted a sure thing on the form 


tions prevents 
; Cheer’ (Music 
grosses as high 
season. As for 


one, 


drab 


into the 


of dress rehearsals played to in- 
vited audiences. Four additional 


arrivals this week may turn up one 
or two winners. One other show 
opened last week, ‘I Was Waiting 
For You,’ which was yanked off at 
the Booth Saturday, along with 
several additional misfits. 

‘Cheer’ went into the lead 
week when ‘Let ’em Eat 
eased off to second position. ‘Wil- 
derness’ took top spot among the 
comedies and drams, with ‘Sailor 
Beware,’ ‘Men in White’ and ‘Her 
Master’s Voice, rated next in that 
order. ‘She Loves Me Not’ may be 
the money contender among the 
comedies, spotted in a large ca- 
pacity theatre. 

Next week promises a dramatic 
standout in ‘Mary of Scotland,’ at 
the Alvin; also due in are ‘Strange 
Orchestra,’ Playhouse; ‘Haywire,’ 
Bijou; ‘Blackbirds,’ Apollo; ‘Peace 
On Earth,’ 14th Street; ‘Scorpion,’ 
Masque (probable), and ‘Tobacco 
Road,’ house to be selected, 

Additional closings last week, all 
recent flops: ‘Is Life Worth Liv- 
in, Masque; ‘Dr. Monica,’ Play- 
house and ‘The World Waits,’ Lit- 
tle. 


last 
Cake’ 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Ah Wilderness,’ Guild (8th week) 
(CD-914-$3.30). Tops the non-mu- 
sicals; drawing capacity with the 
gross at $16,500; some subscriptions 
last week otherwise over $17,900. 


‘As Thousands Cheer,’ Music Box 
(8th week) (R-1,000-$4.40). By hold- 
ing to gross of $27,000 which is 
standee trade went into list leader- 
ship last yeek. 

‘Birthright,’ 49th Street (1st week) 
(D-708-$2.75). Presented inde- 
pendently (Irving Barrett and 
Robert Rossen); written by Richard 
Maibaum; opens tonight. 

‘Champagne, Sec,’ 44th Street (5th 
week) (O-1,323-$3.30). Moved here 
from Shubert Monday; business fair 
for this type of musical revival; 
about $11,500. 

‘Dark Tower,’ Morosco, Presented 
by Sam H. Harris; written by 
George S. Kaufman and Alexander 
Woolleott; melodrama opens Sat- 
urday night (25). 

‘Dr. Monica,’ Playhouse. 
drawn Saturday after 
weeks; succeeding 
‘Strange Orchestra’; due next 

‘Double Door,’ Ritz (10th 
(D-945-$2.75). Among the 
winners and figured to run through 
season; approximately $10,000 
weekly which is plenty. 

‘Green Bay Tree,’ Cort (6th week) 
(CD-1,043-$3.30). Quoted average 
around $10,000 with takings 
less but making 
steady gait. 

‘Growing Pains,’ Ambassador (1st 
(C-1,200-$2.75). —- Presented 
independently (Arthur Lubin with 
Shubert backing); written Dy 
Aurania Rou opens Th day 
(23). 

‘Her Master’s Voice,’ VPivimouth 
(5th week) (C-1,042-33.30). Rank« 
comedy le aers last wee] 


SOMEW t over previo 


week) 


esti- 


coin at 


\ erol: 


~ 


a ice t 
‘Held Your 


den (9th week) 


Horeca,’ W 
( M- 


7 Was sy he for You’ B 


41} Good Ameri 


‘Is Life Worth Living,’ Masy 


Closed Saturday; pl d we 


a) 
‘Let "Em Eat Cake,’ 


With- | 
playing two! 

attraction | 
week. | 


early | 


'one 


distinctly 


drama expected to go through sea- 
business holding to excellent 
figures:-around $14,000. 

‘Murder at the Vanities,’ Majestic 
(lith week) (R-1,776-$3.30). May 
stay until holidays; attendance 
spotty with Saturdays the life- 
saver; aproximately $15,000. 

‘Pursuit of Happiness,’ Avon (7th 
week) (C-830-$2.75). Climbed to- 
ward the $9,000 mark with carriage 
trade predominant; looks like sticker 
to moderate money. 

‘Roberta’ New Amsterdam (ist 
week) (M-1,717-$3.30). Opened 
Saturday (18) drawing favorable 
notices; indications are for success- 
ful enagement for excellent produc- 
tion. 

‘Sailor Beware,’ 
week) (C-957-$3.30). 
of comedy leaders: 
virtual capacity averaging 
$15,000 weekly. 

‘School for Husbands,’ Empire 
(6th week) (C-1,099-$3.30). Slated 
to stay until holidays; subscriptions 
over and gross claimed around $10,- 


Lyceum (9th 

Laugh show 
holding to 
close to 


000; some profit. 
‘She .Loves Me Not,’ 46th Street 
(Ist week) (C-1,413-$3.30). Pre- 


sented by Dwight Deere Wiman and 
Tom Weatherly in association with 
Lawrence Schwab; dramatized by 
Howard Linsay from Edward Hope's 
novels; comedy with songs by Ar- 
thur Schwartz and Edward Heyman 
opened Monday. 


‘Spring in Autumn,’ Miller (5th 
week) (C-946-$2.75). Show guar- 
anteeing house week to week; rune 
ning in red with takings around $2,- 
000. 

‘Ten, Minute Alibi,” Barrymore 


(6th week) (D-1,090-$2.75). Imported 
murder meller going along to mod- 
erate money, averaging around $7,- 
000 to some profit. 

‘The Curtain Rises,’ 48th Street 
(6th week) (C-969-$3.30). Moved 
second time; was at Ambassador; 
getting by with light grosses; $3,- 
500. 

‘The Drums Begin,’ Shubert (1st 
week) (D-1,365-$2.75). Presented by 
George Abbott and Philip Dunning; 
written by Howard Irving Young; 
with Judith Anderson heading cast 
opened.Friday (24). 


‘The World Waits,’ Little. Taken 


off Saturday; played. about four 
weeks, ; 

‘Thoroughbred,’ Vanderbilt (3rd 
week) (CD-771-$2.753. Under ex- 


pectations; business around $3,500 
which is about an even break. 

‘Thrée and One,’ Longacre (5th 
week) (C-1,019-$3.30). Should be 
doing better; making some money, 
however; around $7,500 last week. 

‘Thunder on the Left,’ (4th week) 
(D-924-$2.75). Playing for possible 
picture rights; attendance light with 
estimated gross around $2,500. 

Other Attractions 

Chicago Opera Co., Hippodrome; 
10th week of grand opera at pop 
prices. Jooss Ballets, Forrest; 
dance oddities. 


SUBURBAN TRYOUT SPOT 


Newark, Nov. 20. 
George Fowler has taken the 
Lyric, Summit, to open next week. 
‘Young Mrs. Meigs,’ by Elizabeth 
Corbett, will open, to be followed by 
‘Ten Nights in a Bar Room.’ Di- 





; rection by Marjorie Granstoun. 
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56 VARIETY SRETERATIEI ~ etal 
: mond Heads Guild Hemingway's Short Tales 
Woon on Calif Ray he Herald Ernest Hemingway started out as 
Basil Woon, who's done some Best Sellers Allen —— a! ae of the|® Short story writer, following in 
, rs , is e preside ' 
breezy travelogs on France, the ee ae a New York. as the footsteps of Sherwood Ander. 


frantic Atlantic, Deauville, Cannes, 
ete., has done more than the av- 
erage literary sojourner into south- 
ern California has—he's probably 
made expenses, at least, and pos- 
sibly more via breezy volume titled 
‘Incredible Land’ (Liveright, $2.50), 
just issued, Sub-captioned ‘a 
jaunty Baedeker to Hollywood and 
the Great Southwest,’ Woon has seen 
as much as the usual Hollywood- 
sector visitor and more, for that’s 
his business, and has transcribed 


his observations interestingly, 
breezily and, what's more, prac- 
tically. 


Woon maps routes, gives the low- 
down on Hollywood, Caliente, Tia 


Juana, Santa Barbara, the artist 
colonies at Carmel and Monterey, 
crosses into the Grand Canyon, 


Reno, south to Colon and the Canal 
Zone, and in all thoroughly covers 
the Hollywood and great southwest 
sector. 

He names names, cites people, 
gives lowdown spots of all sorts— 
hotels, cafes, restaurants, gambling 
casinos and the 
his ‘Incredible Land’ sound almost 
credible for one who contemplates 
exploring that region. ; 

Woon is as much at home in New 
York, Paris and Hollywood, and 
with the more cosmopolitan back- 
grounds to fortify him, he treats 
his newest Hollywood subject with 
a tongue-in-cheek attitude which 
will make his book vastly appealing 
not only to the coast visitors but 
the coast defenders as well, They'll 
relish seeing themselves in print- 
er’'s ink as Woon sees them with 
their trick scenery, signposts and 
foibles. 





Hollywood Oddities 

More novel publishing set-ups in 
Los Angeles than in any other city 
in the country, even including New 
York. Proximity of Carmel, the 
fiterary colony, may have some- 
thing to do with it. Anyhow, they 
get out the oddest books in the film 
capital and in the queerest fash- 

dons. 

David Graham Fischer is perhaps 
the leading publisher out there. 
Fischer is the one-time silent film 
director who turned bookish. Fis- 
cher gets out the oddest, hand-set 
limited editions, some under his 
own imprint. 

Every time one of the Carmelites 
gets a book published locally, the 
publishing imprint is named after 
the title. It’s that which makes 
the publishing ,set-up sound as 
unique as the subject matter and 
titles. An example is that new 
book out of Hollywood, called ‘How 
to Win at Stud Poker.’ Published 
by the Stud Poker Press, of course. 

Norrises’ New Novels 

Charles G. and Kathleen Norris 
landed in Paris from Trieste after 
two months in the Far East and in 
central IKurope. Charles said he had 
just finished a novelette called ‘The 
Beach’ for Cosmopolitan, which he 
calls the lightest thing he has ever 
attempted, since no social problem 
is treated in it. 

Kathleen has been writing her 
58th novel on this trip, ‘Beauty's 
Daughter,’ to run in the fall as a 
serial in the American Magazine. 

Charles spoke at the American 
Club of Paris weekly luncheon, and 
Kathleen at the American Women’s 
Club. 








Title Giveaway 

‘No Regrets’ practically tells all 
in the title. It's a yarn by Kathleen 
Shepard about a country girl who 
comes to New York, has her fling 
and when the fires burn out settles 
into a comfortable married life 
with a dumb early lover who's 
willing to catch her on the bounce. 
It's an Alfred King issue, which 
means that it possesses some merit, 
though little novelty. 

It starts off auspiciously with the 
girl giving up to a rustic swain be- 
cause the man she wants prefers 
second choices for his conscience’s 
sake, but it quickly degenerates into 
a familiar pattern. 





4 Frank Burnell Dies 


Frank Burnell, 81, who estab- 
lished Daily Racing Form 39 years 
ago, died in his winter home, Mag- 
Prior 
to the establishment of the form 
sheet he had been sports editor of 
the Chicago Tribune and the In- 
ter-Ocean, 





U. P.’s L. A. Service 
United Press has organized a 
Los Angeles city news. service. 
under the title of Metropolitan 
News Service in competish with 
the local City News Service. 
Metropolitan is servicing the 
Post-Record. Its creation provides 
jobs for seven scriveners, 


like—and makes! 


‘Oil For Lamps of China’ ($2.50) 
‘One More River’ ($2.50) 
‘Anthony Adverse’ ($3.00) 


‘No Second Spring’ ($2.50) 
‘Bonfire’ ($2.50) ....o- 


‘Life Begins at Forty’ ($1.50) 
‘Crowded Hours’ ($3.00) 
‘More Power to You’ ($1.75) 
‘Timber Line’ ($3.00) 


eee ee eee ee 


‘Ah! Wilderness!’ ($2.50) 





Best Sellers for the week ending Nov. 18, as reported by the 
American News Co., Inc. 


Fiction 


ee ee ee 


‘Tumult and the Shouting’ ($2.50) 


Non-Fiction 


‘100,000,000 Guinea Pigs’ ($2.00) By Arthur Kallet and F, J. Schlink 





By Alice Tisdale Hobert 
By John Galsworthy 
By Hervey Allen 
+eee-- By Ursula Parrott 
(neenaseaseax ean By Janet Reith 
«eeee--By Dorothy Canfield 


seeeee 











By Walter B. Pitkin 
Alice Roosev It Longworth 
By Walter B. Pitkin 
By Gene Fowler 


ee 


By Eugene O'Neill 








Remaindering Problem 


Looks like the ‘remainder’ thing 
will be the biggest problem that the 
book industry will have to face this 
season. Agitation by the booksell- 
ers on the ‘remainder’ situation has 
led two first-line publishers to an- 
nounce they will remainder no more 
books, 

Remainders are the unsold copies 
of books thrown into the drug and 
cigar stores at cut prices. Book- 
sellers claim it educates the public 
to low-priced books, and keeps them 
away from regular book stores. 

The remaindering practice has 
spread to the mags, too, with even 
more success than in the book field. 
Until comparatively recently, un- 
sold copies of mags used to be con- 
verted into pulp paper. Then some- 
one conceived the idea of hawking 
them. 

The mag publishers, like the book 
publishers, in dumping remainders 
merely dump them outright in lots. 
But at least one mag publisher tried 
to remainder mags on his own. He 
was Bernarr Macfadden. It was his 
idea to keep back issues of his mags 
on the stands at marked-down 
prices. The scheme worked out only 
too well. Readers would pass up 
the current issues until they became 
back issues. The plan was scrapped. 
Although book remaindering ap- 
pears to be on a fair way to settle- 
ment to the satisfaction of the book- 
sellers, mag remaindering may not 
work out as well for the newsdeal- 
ers. The booksellers are organized 
and thus can get some demands en- 
forced. The newsdealers are not. 
Incidentally, most of the book- 
shops with used book departments 
also remainder mags. It can be 
imagined how the booksellers 
would howl if the newsdealers were 
to remainder books! 








Blumenfeld Tour 

Ralph D. Blumenfeld, editor of 
the London Daily Express, is back 
in New York for a short lecture 
tour through the U.S. 

He arrived for his lectures about 
a month ago, but barely got here 
when he received word of his 
daughter's death, so he hastened 
home, Now he's here to carry 
through his tour, 





Hot Chapter 

‘Prescription for Marriage’ ty 
John Anders (Julian Messner, Inc.) 
will owe most of its sales to two 
chapters which describe the Quatz’ 
Arts ball, frank and hectic, not to 
Say convincing. 

Outside of that it’s an effort to 
capitalize phychoanalysis, with the 
lead character a practitioner who 
seeks to work out a formula for 
marriage, but only succeeds in stir- 
ring up considerable of a mess. Too 
propagandistic to be really inter- 
esting, but good for the library 
clientele, 





How Poets Talk 
William Rose Benet got along 


very nicely in the editing of his 
anthology ‘Fifty Poets’ until he 
bumped into Ezra Pound. Idea is 


for poets to choose their favorite 
poem, which, reprinted, make the 
book. Red-bearded Mr. Pound was 
one of the poets asked to name his 
choice. 

From Rapallo, Italy, where he has 


lived for a number of years, Pound 
wrote back that such a collection 
would only ‘further aid in muddling 


the critical sense (if any) of the 
pore bloody ole public.” And no 
poem. 

Cincy’s ‘New Yorker’ 

Now it's Cincinnati to get a ‘New 
Yorker.’ Published by Everett M. 
Boyd, it’s called The Cincinnati 
Spectator. A monthly, it is hoped 
to go weekly. 





Spreading 
Tower Town Topics, published by 
the Kable News Co., is going afield. 
November issue is the first to be 
given to newsstands, outside Chi- 


cago. 





Authentic Circus Stuff 


In his ‘Hey Rube!’ Bert Chip- 
man, old time circus man now a 
resident of Los Angeles, has com- 
piled an interesting history of tent 
outfits in this country, beginning 
with the W. W. Cole Circus in 1883 
up to the present time. Book deals 
with the robust days of the circus 
when a fight was expected in every 
town. 

While he does not skip over the 
romantic side of circus life, he 
goes into detail about billing wars, 
grifting, and other angles that were 
connected with the early day shows. 
His treatment of railroad, overland 
and motorized tricks is authentic. 
Book contains illustrations of old 
time paper of all sizes, publicity 
gags which meant money to the 
early outfits. Old programs, route 
sheets, personnel lists are repro- 
duced. Included are smal] biog- 
raphies of Martin Down, L. C. Zel- 
leno, William Curtis, Dainty Marie, 
Ben Beno, ‘Doc’ Waddell and less 
known but never-the-less important 
characters in the outdoor field. 
Book also contains information on 
the original forming of the Circus 
Fans’ Association, Showman’s 
League and the Circus Saints and 
Sinners Club. There’s a glossary 
of circus terms that could well be 
studied by motion picture writers 
working on circus stories. 





Party for Hannagan 

Party given in honor of Steve 
Hannagan by Sherman Billingsby 
at the latter's Stork Club was in the 
manner of a prodigal host. It at- 
tracted a flock of newspaper peo- 
ple, all dolled up. Occasion was 
Hannagan’s joining the Lord & 
Thomas ad agency in New York. 
His job is one of exploitation, the 
assignment being giyen him by Al- 
bert Lasker. 

Hannagan was publicity director 
for Miami Beach and the Indian- 
apolis Speedway, also handling per- 
sonal p.a.’ing such as Gar Wood. 

Bill Corum sports columnist for 
the New York Journal and Joe Wil- 
liams s.c. and sports editor of the 
World Telegram did the steaming 
up in ‘rounding up the mob.” The 
invitations called attention to Han- 
nagan having ‘given up his pace 
stealing rackets’ and went on to 
say the committee ‘can see no rea- 
son why anyone should give a din- 
ner to welcome the Hannaganany- 
where.’ 





Debate-Proof Bridge 

Just to make things more compli- 
cated a lad named George Coffin 
has invented a new game of bridge 
which he calls ‘Triangle Contract.’ 
It’s for three people and not cut- 
throat as the current method of 
playing the game three-cornered. 
Supposed to be a boon two ways: 
First. does away with worrying 
about a fourth; second, puts all 
players on their own, thus avoiding 
the worry of whether you're hurt- 
ing your partner or vice versa. 

Coffin’s written a book explaining 
his game which is being published 
by Bruce Humphries, Inc. 





Upstate Editor Retires 

Morris Adams, who as city editor 
and virtually managing editor per- 
sonified the Rochester ‘Democrat 
and Chronicle’ for many years, has 
retired. He was one of the first 
grabbed off by Hearst at a big sal- 
ary on establishing the Rochester 
‘Journal’ 10 years ago. Post proved 
not a happy one, and he later left 
to take the slot at the ‘Times- 
Union.’ Roy Yerger succeeds him 
there. 





Glorifying Leaders 

General John F. Daniell, former 
army man who entered the publish- 
ing biz via the Journal of Fair Play, 
has formed a new organization, 
Leadership Publications, through 
which he will get out a couple of 
more mags. 

The Leadership idea will glorify 
the leaders in various crafts and 
movements. R. L. Bernier is among 





those associated, 


the result of the election held 
Election had actually 


Wed. (15.) 
been by a mail ballot throughout 
the week previous, but announce- 


ment of winners and induction took 
place at this meeting. Other of- 
ficers for a one-year term are: 
Heywood Broun, World-Telegram, 
ist vice-president; Joseph Cook- 
man, Evening Post, 2d vice-pres- 
ident: Morris Watson, Associated 
Press, treasurer; John Eddy, Times, 
secretary. 

Special committee on ethics was 
formed headed by Harold Denny, of 
the Times, and including Heywood 
troun, Martin Sommers, of the 
Daily News; Joseph Greenidge, of 
the Long Island Daily Star; Hick- 
man Powell, of the Herald Trib- 
une; L. A. Huston, of the I.N.S., 
and Charles Bayer, of the Amer- 
ican. 

Another committee is the press 
associations group headed by Mor- 
ris Watson. Other members are: 
L. A. Huston, Raymond C. Baker, 
of I.N.S.; Edward J. Neil, of the 
A.P.; Sidney Whipple, of the U.P.; 
John Beal, of the U.P.; William P. 
Read, of Universal Service, and 
Hugh Holahan, of New York City 
News Association. 

Guild has close to 1,000 members 
now, but is still encountering diffi- 
culty organizing chapels in a few 
spots. In New York greatest hin- 
drance comes from the Sun where 
office regulations forbid posting of 
notices and calling of get-togethers 
for the men. 

They’re planning to print a small 
paper for membership and buildup 
purposes. 





Fame Comes to Bunin 


Noble prize folks in Stockholm 
managed to embarrass a lot of 
people when they gave the literary 
prize to Ivan Bunin, Russian writer. 
Everybody was astonished, includ- 
ing Bunin, who only a_ couple 
months ago wrote a letter to a New 
York magazine editor, Whit Bur- 
nett of ‘Story,’ expressing astonish- 
ment at Burnett’s request for some 
short stories and gratefulness for 
interest. 

Bunin was first published in the 
U. S. by Knopf in 1923, a book of 
stories. In 1925 Knopf reprinted it 
in a $1 volume and it still didn’t 
sell. In 1926 Henry Holt & Co. 
published a Bunin book. Then all 
U. S. publishers seemingly decided 
it best to forget all about the man. 
The two published volumes are still 
being jobbed around in a number 
of places. A couple weeks ago t'.ey 
could be picked up at a quarter a 
volume and less. Today they've all 
been dusted off and marked up. 
Bunin is a big man now; his $2 
books are worth almost a dollar 
each now. 





Publishing ‘Men in White’ 


Sidney Kingsley has completely 
annotated his play ‘Men in White’ 
for book publication purposes. 
Copious notes will go into the tome 
before Covici-Friede publish it, ex- 
plaining the medical terminology 
used throughout. One of the few 
times footnotes are used in a mod- 
ern play, they generally going into 
books only to explain classics when 
the language gets too involved. 

Kingsley is not a doctor nor has 
he studied medicine. Just happens 
that at school his associates mostly 
became medical students and he 
took enough interest to do some 
studying on his own. So much so 
that he was able to point out an 
error in the Medical Encyclopoedia 
recently. 





Price’s Sleuth Tales 


The Spectator Publishing Co., 
Philadelphia concern which issues 
books on insurance only, is to pub- 
lish its first and only work of fic- 
tion, by Frank J. Price, Jr., one- 
time New York editor. 

Price wrote a number of mys- 
tery stories revolving around an in- 
surance detective. Showed the tales 
to the insurance publishing house 
and they will publish them. Called 





‘Mind Wreckers, Limited.’ 

Regal Fun 
Farrar & Reinhart have conferred 
a favor on the many who de- 


light in Soglow’s Little King car- 
toons in the New Yorker by gath- 
ering some of the best of the print- 
ed work with some new ones into a 
collection of 66 pages of the mon- 





arch. Will sell at $2. 
King Buys ‘Shadows’ 

King Features has bought all 
serial rights to ‘Shadows,’ mystery 
novel by Florence Ryerson and 
Colin Clements. Yarn gets world- 
wide syndication before being pub- 
lished in book form early next year. 








son and Gertrude Stein. He was 
first printed by Margaret Anderson 
and Jane Heap in ‘The Little Re. 
view.’ Several other avant garde 
magazines printed his stories from 
time to time, but no one in a big 
way. Then he published a book 
of short stories in Paris. It was re- 
printed here and got considerable 
comment. 

Still took a couple years for the 
U. S. to catch up to him. Scribners 
took him over and has built him up. 
Printed his short stories in the 
magazine and a first novel, ‘The 
Sun Also Rises.’ This set Heming- 
way. With ‘Farewell to Arms’ 
there was no longer any question of 
his importance. 

Now Scribner’s brings out his 
new book, ‘Winner Take Nothing,’ 
which brings Hemingway back to 
short stories. In the short story 
field Hem is more important than 
as a novelist. ‘Winner Take Noth- 
ing’ is his best collection of stories. 





Politics for Women 

While spending two weeks as 
guest at the White House, Mrs. 
Charles S. Fayerweather is gather- 
ing Washington atmosphere for her 
next book, ‘Anne at Large.’ Mrs. 
Fayerwether is a close friend of 
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, who 
wrote the foreword to her recently 
published girls’ story, ‘Anne Alive.’ 

That tale had an Albany-Capitol 
background. In ‘Anne at Large,’ 
which Mrs. Fayerweather is now 
writing, the scene shifts to the Na- 
tional Capitol. 

Aim of the author in doing the 
series is not only to entertain girls 
but to give them a knowledge of 
politics and government. Mrs. 
Roosevelt herself has worked along 
the latter line, recently having 
written a book to make government 
understandable to children. 





Relief Work Mag 

As an additional means of rais- 
ing funds with which to aid in- 
digent scribblers and brush-wield- 
ers, the Artists’ and Writers’ Din- 
ner Club is to publish a mag. Name 
scribblers and artists will be asked 
to contribute fiction, articles and il- 
lustrations in behalf of the cause, 
All profits from the undertaking 
will go to needy artists and writers. 

A committee from the Artists’ 
and Writers’ Dinner Club is work- 
ing out the idea. 





Film Money in Books 

Picture money is as much the 
hope of the lesser book publisher 
as it is of the shoestring play pro- 
ducer. There are publishers who, 
but for the participation in the pic- 
ture money would be unable to get 
by. Possible picture material is the 
reason why they will chance pub- 
lishing the works of so-called ‘first- 
authors.’ 

Bradford Ropes, Rian James and 
Tiffany Thayer have sold for pic- 
tures pretty nearly everything they 
have had published. 

Unlike the play producer, who 
must keep his production on Broad- 
way for three weeks before he can 
share in the picture money, the 
book publisher need observe no spe- 
cial conditions to share in the plum. 
Publisher’s share of the picture 
money is less than the play produce 
er’s, though, usually averaging 25%. 





Chatter 

Mrs. Belloc Lowndes off to Eng- 
land. 

Bernard Smith and Frances Newe- 
mark married. 

Phil Stong guested at dinner by 
the Authors’ Club. 

Next Sinclair Lewis novel 
about a hotel keeper. 

Sherwood Anderson has a new 
story in current ‘Story.’ 

Jay Stanwyck in from the coast 
with a libretto for a musical. 

Ralph McBane and Will Irwin 
back from Europe on the same 
boat. 

Hamilton Basso in town to de- 
liver a new novel to his publisher, 
Scribner. 

James Warner Bellah off for the 
Spanish Main for dope for a new 
book on pirates. 

Louis Bromfield’s going to spend 
the winter at Princeton. Does that 
mean a college book? 

Frank Dodd, president of Dodd, 
Mead, off to see what Britis’ writers 
and publishers have to offer. 

Joseph Wood Krutch’s illness 
crimped the party Mrs. Morris L. 
Ernst planned for the ‘Nation’ 
editors. 

Dorothy Parker’s book ‘After 
Such Pleasures’ is a Viking publi- 
eation. Erroneously credited to 
Vanguard. 

E. C. R. Laroc, author of the 


(Continued on page 62) 


is 















































Tuesday, November 21, 1933 


TO THE LADIES 


57 


VARIETY 





. 


Going 


Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





Gifted Girls 

The girls on the Palace bill this 
week are perfect little fiends for 
versatility. Anything they take 
into their heads to do they do—in 
a way. A dancer turns out to be 
a singer, a singer takes to roller 
skates. A comic sings ‘Mighty Lak 
a Rose’ plain and the second 
chorus in. falsetto, a_ straight 
woman breaks into a torch song, 
a harmony trio attacks piano, vio- 
lin and ’cello, an acrobatic dancer 
stops the show, a derriere-extend- 
ing comedienne stops it again. It’s 
all pretty good, pretty clean fun. 


Irene Vermillion presents a batch 
of astounding new back-breaking 
acrobatic dancing tricks which do 
not break her back. As she jumps 
off a piano stool, just so does she 
land on the floor in a split. This, 
by the by, is the only feat this 
sedentary sobbie can describe. The 
rest are much tougher, Miss Ver- 
million’s act, and she looks so 
young to be toting a whole act of 
her own, presents a girl harmony 
trio addicted to fancy orchid-col- 
ored flounces with paler orchid- 
colored, long-waisted and peplumed 
taffeta basques. When the little 
ladies change to transparent pastel 
‘Empire dresses, then the anatom- 
ieally-minded discover that these 
eager songbirds are really slim lit- 
tle ladies even though, from of the 
bunchiness of their matching satin 
underpinnings, they’d rather it 
didn’t get around. 


Charlotte Arren, of Arren and 
Broderick, darts on and off in a 
series of comedy rigs all designed 
to further her flair for placing her 
posterior on a horizontal plane. Her 
postures all stem from geometry; 
she even crosses her eyes. But, 
just the same, Miss Arren has found 
new comic possibilities in a large 
black ostrich feather fan, and, be- 
sides, she stops the show. The 
Palace these even-tenored days 
doesn’t often rise up and demand 
still more. 





Disagreeable Hat 


In every self-respecting murder 
mystery there’s got to be a woman 
in the case; someone to scream 
from time to time, or certainly to 
gasp. Who she is doesn’t matter 
very much, for the romance can 
enly,.be incidental-to the tracking 
down of the criminal, so there 
should be no hard feelings that 
Margaret Lindsay got the assign- 
ment in that conscientious venture 
into the laboratory science of 
detection, ‘From Headquarters.’ 

With the bold overstatement that 
eharacterizes murder mysteries— 
since with so many things to be set- 
tled, lots of them will have to go 
unchallenged if only from exhaus- 
tion—’tis announced that Miss 
Lindsay is a showgirl. Well, maybe 
she was going to be a showgirl 





some time. At that, they used to 
say that even ‘Follies’ girls were 
quite indistinguishable from just 
girls until Ziegfeld taught them to 
preen and saunter. 

But gasp Miss Lindsay does, and 
in a very unbecoming hat—a hat, 
in fact, that would defy anyone to 
conquer its self-centered, unyield- 
ing line. A turban that has no use 
for youth, a hat that doesn’t like 
the suit it accompanies; and the 
suit, it just so happens, doesn’t lik 
anybody, and nobody’s going to like 
it. There isn’t a reason in the world 
why anybody should. 

Dorothy Burgess crashes the 
mystery as a surprise suspect. 
She, the detectives say, is a dope 
fiend, so she twitches and jerks and 
looks out of glittery black eyes and 
puts her whole heart into being a 
horrible example of a misspent life. 
but can’t help looking quite pretty 
despite it. 





Well Dressed Sorrow 


There is something fascinatingly 
sad about Gloria Stuart’s beautiful- 
ly modelled face; there’s even a 
minor strain in her voice, a feeling 
of pensive melancholy which is 
most fortuitously suited to the ill- 
fated heroine of ‘The Invisible 
Man.’ 

Just to look at her blonde Sleep- 
ing Beauty remoteness, anyone can 
sense that hers will be a love frus- 
trated by tragedy, that she’s never 
to know happiness as others know 
it—not in this world. An invisible 
man, a thing that strikes cold hor- 
ror into everyone’s heart but hers, 
is her lover. While others quaking 
with terror flee screaming from this 
unearthly creature, she moves 
quietly forward to welcome him, 
calm and mournfully understand- 
ing. Miss Stuart, in the mystic 
resignation of her looks and man- 
ner, adds an important share to- 
ward establishing the mood of im- 
pending doom that makes ‘The In- 
visible Man’ such tingling, growing 
excitement. 

Quite level-headedly, too, Miss 
Stuart believes that the more real- 
istic and attractive the background 
for such fantastic goings on, the 
more convincing they become. So 
the whité& teagown in which she 
does, a deal of despairing sobbing 
is high style besides being*mediae- 
vally picturesque with flowing 
sleeves and low Renaissance neck- 
line. The coats:she slips into every 
time she rushes out in pursuit of 
her phantom lover fit her slim fig- 
ure gracefully and frame her face 
in capes and soft collars of mink 
and silver fox. Her little hats are 
smart and young, her simple, large 
waved bob flattering. Chic sadness 
is ever so much more touching than 
plain sadness. 


Una O’Connor’s Cockney bar-keep 
characterization, her straggly, pom- 
pous pompadour, her terrified hys- 
teria, register surely genuine, nat- 
ural humor. Just for a minute 
Merle Tottenham appears, rut 
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Did You Know That— 





Harriett Lake has changed 
her name to Ann Sothern, for 
some inexplicable reason.... 
Gary Cooper gave the girls a 
thrill, lunching at Sardi’s.... 
Mitzi Green is very collegiate 
minus a hat....Sally Phipps 
has been studying painting for 
a year and making quite some 
progress, they do say....Mrs. 
Ralph Morgan has rented the 
house of Mrs. William Seeman, 
Sr., in Beverly Hills....Samuel 
Untermeyer and Otto Kahn at- 
tended the Saturday matinee of 
‘Green Bay Tree’....Percy 
Elkeles is old fashioned enough 
to pay ladies’ checks when he 


Margaret Livingston’s been 
making a picture at Astoria.... 
Jeannette MacDonald and Kitty 
Marin have returned to Holly- 
wood from a vacation in Palm 
Springs....Inez Courtney en- 
tertained a party of girls last 
week for luncheon. 

Mrs. John Hundley has re- 
covered from that recent ill- 
ness....Dorothy Hall and Neal 
Andrews take title this week 
to their new water front home 
in Westchester....Harold 
Franklin collects fine books.... 
the Jack Conleys gave a cock- 
tail party Sunday....Jimmy 
Summit, purser on the Man- 
hattan, has been very ill.... 
the cost of natural color por- 
trait photographs is so high 
that some firms have given up 
that work....attorney Wine- 
berg to Europe on the Ile de 
France with Gilbert Miller. 











that’s long enough to add her pra:- 
ticed share of real comedy, too. 





Another New Hepburn 

Katharine Hepburn encounters in 
‘Little Women’ the first femme 
competition of her career. She en- 
acts, too, in the Christmas playlet, 
her first ineffective scene. Her 
period coiffures, with her hair 
drawn up close to the sides of her 
head and piled on top, elongate her 
head and accentuate her equine 
look. Her little round straw hat 
perched high on her crown furthers 
it. But no matter. For more im- 
portant far, in ‘Little Women’ Miss 
Hepburn wings to greater heights. 
Her technique explores new paths 
and by-ways. Her virtuosity re- 
veals a wider range. 

Now she controls her voice, too, 
sending it out in many guises, as 
quiet messenger of infinite tender- 
ness, as raucous herald of young 
rebellion, as grave harbinger of 
resignation. The variety in her 
performance is not confined to the 
normal growth of her characteriza- 
tion; each scene discloses’ the 
lightning flow of her _ thoughts 
shining through the sensitive trans- 
parency of her face. There are 
three actresses besides Miss Hep- 
burn in ‘Little Women,’ each one 
acting as she’s never acted before, 
but Miss Hepburn still stands alone, 
even in good company. 

Joan Bennett has always looked 
like a pretty little child. At last in 
‘Little Women’ she’s cast as one. 
Lovely to see with her golden curls 
down her back, her effectiveness in 
the role of selfish younger sister is 
more the director’s triumph than 
her own. There’s a mainspring be- 
hind her fetching china doll re- 
sponses. 

Jean Parker Is very sweet and 
shy and genuinely appealing in a 
role that could very easily have 
been just a little too much to bear. 
Her natural gentleness and wistful 
little voice save it from cloyingness. 
Frances Dee sensibly goes her 
steady way amongst wuch spectacu- 
lar associates, exactly right as Meg. 
Edna May Oliver never surrenders 
her surely registering individuality 
no matter how small her role. The 
fewer her appearances, the more 
telling she makes them. Every one 
| of the ladies in ‘Little Women’ ap- 

preciates the need for restraint 
, when plunged into such a senti- 
, mental world, save perhaps Spring 
Byington. She rather likes to let 
| her voice ring out clear and im- 
pressively stagey. 








‘Kay Francis Again Set in 


Warner’s ‘Wonder Bar’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 
Kay Francis is back in ‘Wonder 
Bar at Warners. Player was re- 
| placed by Genevieve Tobin when it 
was figured she wouldn’t complete 


Among the Women 


By THE SKIRT 





Best Dressed Woman of the Week: 
LYDA ROBERTI 
(‘Roberta’—New Amsterdam) 

A Real Production 








Max Gordon has gone and done it again. Another hit. For ‘Roberta’ 
it is as though Mr. Gordon had said, ‘On with the show and don’t spare 
the horses.’ 

Columns could be written about the settings and lighting alone and 
the chorus must delight in the clothes they are given to wear. One 
number will long be remembered. Seven girls do a rhythmic routine in 
long trained gowns made entirely of sequins, each a different color. A 
fashion show will delight the women. All models utilized from sport to 
the most formal. And the furs. One wrap alone consisted of 12 silver 
fox. Lyda Roberti was delightfully dressed all through the show. 

A beige cloth dress was trimmed at the knees and the elbows with 
cross fox. There was also a sequin gown in sapphire blue with net 
flounce in the same shade. A black gown was of the same model. 
Tamara was dressed for the most part in black, but when she donned 
a gold lamé gown trimmed with sable, and a diamond tiara, she may not 
have known it but she was taking part in the most dramatic bit seen 
on Broadway this season. 

Fay Templeton, for her few minutes on the stage, is in a black and 


| silver metal gown and Queen Mictoria headdress. 








Women In ‘Money’ 

‘Blood Money’, at the Rivoli theatre, is chuck full of excitement. Real 
melodrama with Judith Anderson the femme lead, Miss Anderson will 
find plenty of followers after this screening. Always a dresser of charm 
Miss Anderson has a well chosen wardrobe. 

Black is the shade of all gowns but one. An evening frock has a unique 
treatment in a shoulder drape. Another gown with a pointed decolletage 
has diamond ornaments on the shoulders. Two black satin tailored suits 
are shown with the new pointed shoulders. Blossom Seely is going to 
do much better when she contents herself with being Blossom Seely. 
As a cabaret singer Miss Seely wears flashy black evening frocks much 
bediamoned. Feathers on gowns and hats play an important part. 

Frances Dee is very nice in this picture wearing many frocks of the 
latest modes with matching gloves. One cloth suit was trimmed with 
cross fox, the blouse having buttons of a bar design. A checked cloth 
suit was worn with a visor hat and matching gloves. One model worn 
by Miss Anderson was a cloth of plain material with dotted sleeves and 
hat. A surprise of the picture is the fine work done by Chick Chandler, 





Rescue at the Paramount 

What threatened to be a dull two hours and a half at the Paramount 
theatre was saved by the antics of Mitchel and Durant and two little 
colored boys. Dorothea Wieck is starred in the picture, ‘Cradle Song’, 
and for a German girl playing a Spanish girl her accent spoils all illusion, 

Miss Wieck is seen for a brief moment in peasant costume and then 
goes into the uniform of a nun for the rest of the picture. The plainest 
faces look well in this garb and all actresses probably hanker after such 
a role but these pictures. get nowhere and are very tiresome. The story 
covers a period of 17 years but no one grows older. Aren’t films grand? 

The stage show starts slowly with a number called ‘Music Eternal’, 
Beethoven is seated at a Twentieth Century baby grand surrounded by 
a bevy of women but the dim lighting prevented depicting what they 
wore. The Maxwell House Show Boat troupe of radio fame, has its 
large company in the hooped skirt variety of dress. A girl named Mary 
Lou was in a white satin peplin gown with ruffles. She was off key in 
her solo but bettered in a duet. 





Ted Lewis’ Costuming 

Ted Lewis is holding forth at Loew's State this week with the film, 
‘Broadway Through a Keyhole’. Mr. Lewis’ band is surrounded on all 
sides by a silver lame cyc. The boys, in blue trousers with white 
blouses, make quite a picture. Jean Carol, dancing with a boy, is in 
black satin made very tight fitting. The bottom of the skirt has three 
ruffles and the long sleeves are opened at the top. Diamond clips hold 
the bodice in place. 

The dressmaker who made the costumes for Mr. Lewis had a penchant 
for ruffles as the four girls in the act all wore gowns with the same 
ruffled hem. The only difference was in the coloring. One white chiffon 
dress was sprinkled with rhinestones. The miss who wore this dress 
did what could hardly be called a dance. She tried a back kick unsuce 
cessfully. A toe dancer was in what looked to be yellow in the amber 
spot. Another lovely frock was white with blue daisies and matching 
sash and tie. There were four more frocks, three made similarily with 
the full skirt and one white satin made on bias lines. 





Limited Stage Time 

With ‘Little Women’ running two hours or more at the Music Hall, 
Mr. Rothafel has done well with the little stage time allotted him. A 
presentation of a decided modernistic trend in three motives was beau- 
tifully cciored. Called ‘The Moth and the Flame’, 

A huge candle occupies the center of the stage with a woman as the 
flame. Very much Loie Fuller. Around this candle are a hevy of moths 
in black tights with sparkling sequin coats and high hats. The moths 
are joined by others in a pajama type of costume with one leg purple 
and the other white. The stage revolves revealing a most attractive bar 
of unusual height. Stools are spiraled in red. Another number, always 
in the Roxy routine, has the girls in formation and dressed or undressed, 
as you wish, in red trunks edged with black lace, brassieres of black. 
Feathers of red adorn the hats, also the pants. A clever lighting effect 
shows in the background innumerable owls. 





Mayfair’s Nice Picture 

The Mayfair theatre currently has ‘Midshipman Jack’, one of the 
pleasantest features shown on Broadway this season. Bruce Cabot is 
featured and does a fine job. The scenes of Annapolis are thrilling. 

Betty Furness is the heroine and sweetly pretty. Miss Furness wears 
many dresses but not at all sophisticated. Just a series of frocks of the 
summer variety such as prints in the two-piece fashion. At a dance 
where hundreds of couples take part Miss Furness is in a simple light 
dress with a collar edging a pointed decollette. There was a dress in 
a daisy pattern, very effective. A plaid bodice had a white skirt. The 
one unpleasant feature of the picture was a simpering part played by 
Florence Lake. 


The loges in this theatre have no ashtrays so cigarettes have to be ,; 


ground into the carpets. Such nice carpets, too. 





A Youngster Stands Out 

‘Champagne Sec’, the cperetta, offers a dull evening. It is a great to-do 
about nothing with no character in any degree believable, 

Helen Ford does nobly with the material at hand, and looks too cun- 
ning in her little grey taffeta maid’s costume, and later in a pink satin 
with ruffled net. Her voice is excellent and those coy little antics are 
amusing in one go tiny and pretty. 

More than any girl in the last few years Kittye Carlisle seems marked 
for big things. Apparently only a youngster, and with no experience to 


| her work in ‘Mandalay’ before the| speak of, she nevertheless has much poise and a voice of no mean 
| Start of ‘Bar.’ promise. Playing a young male prince, she wears throughout a black 

Miss Tobin, temporarily without | Russian costuine with tights showing to advantage a gorgeous pair of 
an assignment, will be spotted in| limbs and beautiful carriage. There is an arresting quality about this 
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Attorney reveals that the will of | News 


the late Tex Guinan leaves her en- | 


tire estate to her mother. 


Carol Stone, Fred Stone’s young- | 


est, in ‘Spring in Autumn’ in place 


of Helen Walpole. : . . ° : 
"Now et one ol is over, Broad- | credit for these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. ; 
way Assn. is asking the city to| ilies — ; 
silence loudspeakers on stores and |}--~ ut ted ~ E ES at 3 
ones. _ : : : | with the NRA. Asks a 35-hour; personal assets when he couldn't,in a Los Angeles suit. Claims 
md ob aay pee hg « wer ard aap. | week and a minimum of $100 save | pay up. money for testimony in Miller's suit 
A Seat >: , lfor syndicate writers, who would State Liquor board abandons in- |against Mix in which he received 
*u Yao seaman Game -ets the suit | draw $200. tention of forcing brewers to state | $¢6,000 judgment, 
of Lewis PN. Roseabeum against| Pola Negri’s illness brings her} ee er all — — Frances Tibbett Pashos, niece of 
Mack Sennett. Former charges that | back to New York. ‘Trip te Press- 4 : .y i de ane Gas a 4 nN ; pa Lawrence Tibbett, has filed. suit for 
in 1924 he was engaged as financial| burg’ going to Washington with; uch Is Judged by taste rather (han | givorce from Jerry Pashos, San 


adviser at a salary of $2,000 month- 
ly and 20% of the company’s stock. 
Says he was paid $500 on signing 
and that’s all he ever did get. 


Players Club planted a sycamore | 


tree beside the statue of Edwin 
300th in Gramercy Park as part of 
the memorial observance. 

Katherine Ray, who was married 
Oct. 13 and who walked out on her 


new husband, only to have him 
walk out on her in turn, consider- 
ing another reconciliation. He's in 


Spain. 

Miriam Hopkins gets the lead in 
‘Jezebel. Apparent that Tallulah 
Bankhead will be unable to take the 
part. To go into rehearsal as soon 
as Guthrie McClintic gets Kathar- 
ine Cornell on the road. 

Eva LeGallienne to add 
Gabbler’ to her road rep. 

Contents of the home of the late 
Elisabeth Marbury to be auctioned 
Friday and Saturday (23-24). 
House, in Sutton place, open for 
inspection Sunday (19). 

William P. Farnsworth, former 
producer, named the third repre- 
sentative of NRA in the legit the- 
atre group. He has been assisting 
deputy administrator Rosenblatt. 

Equity has resumed its lectures 
for new members. 

Lily Cahill back from 
where she has been 
‘Women Kind.’ 


‘Hedda 


London 
playing in 


John Cameron, active on the 
Coast the past three years, plan- 
ning to produce ‘The Gods We 


Make’ in N. Y. 

Joos ballet cuts prices to $2 top. 

Emergency relief planning four 
stock companies to operate. in 
Westchester county, giving work to 
possibly 100 unemployed actors. 
John A. Roob named to complete 
the plans. 

Elsie Janis in town with Gilbert 
Wilson, whom she married about 
two years ago, 

New York to get a planetarium. 
In the park occupied by the Mu- 
seum of Natural History. 

Joan Crawford and _ Franchot 
Tone here, which keeps reporters 
busy asking if and when. They 
won't tell. 

Del Campo, pinched for begging 
with a guitar and his voice, told 
the court it was only a serenade to 
his inamorata. 

NRA reverses itself on tips to 
waiters question. Not to count as 
part of minimum wage. 


Pat Paterson, English film ac- 


tress, here to make pictures for 
Fox. 
Founders Enterprise Corp. of 


America buys from Manufacturers 
Trust the n. e, corner of Third Av. 
and 57th street, formerly a Chatham 
and Phoenix Bank. Formerly the 
Bandbox theatre and will be con- 
verted into a film house. 

Attorneys for Edward Hemmer, 
who is suing Mary Pickford for 
$250,000 for alleged services, told to 
leave family matters out of the 
complaint. 

Deputy administrator Sol Rosen- 
blatt rules that minimum wage for 
ee players is retroactive to Aug. 


N. Y. State declares a drive to 
collect income and profit taxes from 
speaks, very few of which have 
made proper returns. 

Poet Laureate league files a code 
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| Beth Eliot in her place. Boston date 
lfor this week (20-25) cancelled and 


company disbanded. 

Film Securities Corp. hearing 
|} postponed to Dec. 7. 
| Old '33 auto plates good until 
Feb. 1. N. Y¥. motor vehicle com- 
j} missioner explains it’s to help the 
Xmas shopper. Doesn't go for 
| buses or taxis. 

Pauline Frederick plans to try 
‘Her Majesty the Widow’ in N. Y. 


around the holidays. 
Radio Center expands as a show 
Showman is exhibiting a 


arena, 
20-ft. devil fish across from the 
Music Hall. It’s 15c. a squint. 
George Jessel substituted for 
Jack Benny in his vaude date at 


Balto Sunday (19) when Benny was 
called back to N. Y. for an air date. 

Philadelphia police arrested sev- 
eral dealers in love charms and said 
that one of them drew $10,000 a 
week having six offices in New 
York, mostly Harlem. 

Katherine Hepburn in town to re- 
hearse for ‘The Lake.’ 

Lillian Bond back in ‘Three and 
One’ after time out for bronchitis. 

Johanna Rischke, who has been 
suing R. J. Reynolds, Jr., Ned Way- 
burn and others for breach of con- 
tract, now suing her husband for 
divorce. Viennese dancer. 

No balloons will be released fol- 
lowing the Macy Thanksgiving pa- 
rade. Aviators now give chase, and 
accidents feared. 

Brewers urge two taxes on beer. 
Only $3 a barre] for 3.2 and $7 for 
stronger suds. 

George Fowler has taken over the 
Lyric theatre, Summit,’N. J., for a 
stock season. One play a week. 
Newies and revivals. 

Just disclosed that Bernarr Mac- 
fadden filed plea for divorce in New 
Jersey some time ago. Now asks 
that case be hustled along. 

‘Strange Orchestra’ goes into the 
Playhouse, ‘Dr. Monica’ goes to an- 
other house. 

Victor Kosow, father of Sylvia 
Sidney, in the N. Y. Supreme court 
to obtain the custody of his daugh- 
ter. Shortly after her birth he sep- 
arated from his wife, who later ob- 
tained a divorce and married Dr. 
Sigmund Sidney, the latter legally 
adopting the child. Kosow now 
brings suit, contending he was never 
notified of such intention. 

Mayor-elect La Guardia has an 
idea for beer gardens to be built 
along the Hudson and East River 
banks. City owned, but privately 
operated. Got the idea from Pan- 
ama resorts using Viennese idea. 

Ann Ayres will test ‘I Want Love,’ 
Wodehouse play, in Chi. before 
bringing it to N. Y. Hungarian de- 
rivation. 

Peter Touchy and Frank Ayers 
making gestures toward an intimate 
revue for B’way. 

Sidney Phillips and Bertram 
Bloch form a new producing firm. 
Block is on the Metro story staff 
but denies the pic. co. is interested 
in his venture, 

Clare Kummer is working on 
‘Love Without a Penny,’ but it 
won't go into production until next 
season. Max Gordon interested. 

‘The Second Mrs. Tudor’ is the 
title of the newest play inthe Henry 
VIII cycle. By Michael L. Simmons 
and Bernard J. Garber, both of 
Being brought on for 
promotion. 

Speak owners going slow in filing 
for liquor permits. They have to 
swear it’s for a non-profit club, and 
fear perjury laws. 

William Harris, Jr., says ‘Holmses 
of Baker Street’ will depend on 
Jean Harlow’s acceptance of the 
femme lead. 

Joan Mann, 22, taken violently ill 
in the balcony of the Capitol the- 
atre, N. Y., Thursday (16). Said 
she was homeless and a stranger. 
At Bellevue case was diagnosed as 
hysteria and possible poisoning. 

Metropolitan opera season starts 
Dec. 26, but the real premiere will 
be ‘Hansel and Gretel’ at a matinee 
Xmas day. 

Congressional investigation of 
Gen. Theatres Equipment, getting 
newspaper frontpaging. Revealed 
that Chase Bank loaned more than 
$100,000,000. 

First hijacking of legal liquor 
Friday (17), wines worth $17,600 be- 
ing the loot. Happened on N, Y. 
streets. 

Mrs. Edna C. Dunham, reputed to 
be engaged to Max Baer, says it’s 
| not so and peeved. 

Norma Terris and Betty Bronson 
guesting with the Montclair (N. J.) 
stock. 





John Ringling, circus magnate, 
testified in bankruptcy proceedings 
last week that he was flat broke. 
Put up half his show holdings as 
collateral for a loan and forced to 
igive over the other half and his 
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percentage of alcohol, 
McCormic in 
in from 


town Friday 
Los Angeles, 
punched a newspaper 
trying to sell a story 
Met by Harry Bannister 
Says they'll 


Mary 
(17) flying 
where she 
woman for 
about her. 
at Newark airport. 
wed in the spring. 

Divoree industry hit a slap when 
court rules that detectives who 
trailed Mrs. John Walters to get di- 
vorce evidence against her were en- 
gaged in an illegal occupation and 
cannot collect for their services. 
Walters sought a divorce that he 
might marry Margaret Quimby, 
picture actress. 

Enric Madriguera, orch leader, 
allowed the $9,200 exemption he 
claimed on his income tax for ex- 
tortion. Alleged, and substantiated 
to the satisfaction of the U. S. Rev- 
enue dept., that he had paid that 
sum to a gang which had threatened 
to end his musical career by crush- 
ing his fingers. 

Mary Nolan in Medical Arts hos- 
pital Friday (17) for an operation, 
her 14th, due to abdominal injuries: 


Coast 


Barbara Barondess, film actress, 
granted divorce in L. A. from Irving 
Jacobs. 

Felix Chappellet, fiance of Gene- 
vieve Tobin, injured in an auto ac- 
cident near Palm Springs. 

Crane Wilbur has been 
in L. A. from his wife, 
Blinn, stage actress. 

Bringing the total membership to 
1,475, George Arliss, Fay Wray and 
W. C. Fields have added their 
names to the roster of the Screen 
Actor’s Guild, 

Jane Hamilton, 18, and Bonny 
Bannon, 19, have had their con- 
tracts with Sam Goldwyn approved 
by Superior Court Judge Marshall 
McComb in L. A. 

Morris Lavine, former newspaper 
reporter and attorney, convicted of 
attempted extortion in L. A. and 
subsequently serving a term for 
that offense, has recovered his civil 
rights in a full pardon, granted by 
Gov. Rolph. 

Charging mental cruelty Mrs. Au- 
brey L. Steiner, former actress, has 
filed suit for divorce in L. A. from 
Max R. Steiner, musical director. 

Billie LaRayne Roth, dancer, 21, 
kicked herself free in a row with 
Hollywood cops, but the latter 
found her and slated her on sus- 
picion of drunken driving. 

Lilian Smith, Hollywood film ex- 
tra, freed by a Long Beach judge 
of being intoxicated in an auto. 

Jose Escobar Pepito, Spanish 
clown, has to pay an oil station 
operator $1,500 damages for running 
him down with a miniature auto. 

Dorothy Manask, 23, former 
dancer, pleaded guilty to petty 
burglary in L. A. in connection with 
taking silk stockings from a store. 

Ed ‘Strangler’ Lewis, former 
wrestling champ, has acquired two 
Glendale, Cal., restaurants. 

Bird Wonderland, Inc., must pay 
$750 to Doc Walz, snake showman, 
because a snake he purchased from 
the firm was five feet shorter than 
the one ordered. 

After refusing to divulge conver- 
sation regarding a pic contract with 
Irving Thalberg at Metro, Lily Pons, 
opera star, has left L. A. to resume 
her concert tour in Toledo, O. 

Illiness of Mme. Ernestine Schu- 
mann-Heink at San Diego will only 
confine her to hospital a few more 
days. 

Under terms of a property settle- 
ment effected out of court, Mary 
McCormic, opera singer, is to re- 
ceive $15,000 from Prince Serge 
Mdivani whom she divorced. In 
return she relinquishes all claims 
to the Prince’s oil properties in 
which she asserted she invested 
$40,000. 

John Gilbert has been granted a 
$49,413 income tax credit on his 1931 
income. 

Contempt citation against Harry 
Arnheim, musician, and brother of 
Gus Arnheim, dropped when he 
agreed to pay $300 back alimony to 
his divorced wife, Violet Arnheim. 

Settlement out of court in the 
$500,000 suit brought against Don 
M. Lee, Ish A., radio station owner, 
by Joy McLaughlin, 22, on a com- 
plaint of betrayal and breach of 
promise, has been effected. 

Motion Picture Publication, Inc., 
must pay $50 to Arthur Shirley, 
Hollywood photog, for the use of 
his exclusive shot of the late 
Rudolph Valentine, showing the 
actor in loin cloth and _ turban. 
Shirley sued for $100,000. 

Olive Stockes Mix, first wife of Tom 
Mix, is demanding $5,000 from Zack 
Miller and the Western Show Co., 








divorced 
Beatrice 





Francisco clothier. 


Nils Asther’s boy sevant sent to 
jaii for six months for forging the 
actor’s name to a check. 

Ricardo Cor.ez has admitted that 
he and Mrs. Christine Lee, of New 
York, will be married as soon as 
his pic work permits. She was re- 
cently divorced in Reno from Lester 
Lee, N. Y. broker. Cortez was mar- 
ried to Alma Rubens, screen star, 
who died in 1931. 

Don Jose, 43, Hollywood projec- 
tionist and commercial photog, on 
trial on a charge of conspiracy in 
connection with asserted activities 
of an alleged international diamond 
theft ring. Attempted to forge 
names of jewelry salesmen to bag- 
gage checks, Federal officers assert. 

Delphine Evans, taxi dancer, and 
her husband must stand trial in the 
murder of Leong You, Chinese 
laundryman in Los Angeles. 

Mathias A, Duffin, actor, flew 
from Frisco to L. A. and obtained a 
divorce from Julietta Mendez. 

Florence Oakley, divorced wife of 
Lewis S. Stone, has returned to 
Hollywood and is ogling pic con- 
tracts. 

Nine officials and employees of 
the Beverly-Fairfax Kennel club 
pleaded guilty to misdemeanor 
charges for operating option betting 
greyhound races. 

Florence Hume, Hollywood film 
exec, has returned from a trip to 
the Philippines. 

Mary McCormic, opera singer, and 
former wife of Prince Serge 
Mdivani, who assertedly slapped 
Grace Williams, a writer, in a L. A. 
newspaper office, has been plastered 
with a $1,000,000 suit by Miss Wil- 
liams. 

William Powell, screen actor, con- 
fined to his home with an attack of 
influenza. : 

Victor Fleming, Metro director, is 
ill in Honolulu and has temporarily 
disrupted a trip to the South Seas. 

Two autos were saved by firemen 
at the home of Ruth Chatterton in 
Beverly Hills when a conflagration 
destroyed part of her garage. 

Combining biz with pleasure, 
Arthur Loew, head of Metro's for- 
eign department, and Mrs. Loew 
have left Los Angeles on the liner 
Mariposa for Australia on a trip 
around the world. 

Herbert K. Somborn, Hollywood 
restaurant owner and former hubby 
of Gloria Swanson, is recovering in 
the Cedars of Lebanon hospital 
from complications. 

Viola Curwood, daughter of 
James Oliver Curwood, late novelist, 
is in Hollywood for a looksee at 
oix. 

; Visiting in Hollywood, Gertrude 
P. Luther, daughter of Dr. Hans 


Luther, German Ambassador at 
Washington, takes glom at pic 
making. 


William Clapsadle, 23, a Holly- 
wood musician, tried hard in a 
shooting gallery to kill himself. 
Missed temple with a rifle. The 
second gun was empty, and the 
gallery supe clouted Clapsadle on 
the head with the third. 

George Burns kept busy denying 
reports he paid racketeers $2,500 
extortion money to keep them from 
kidnapping Gracie Allen. 

Gilda Fessendo, actress and 
singer, is recovering at the lL. A. 
Methodist hospital from an appen- 
dicitis operation. 

Hollywood American Legion is 
negotiating with Max Baer, heavy- 
weight contender, for an outdoor 
fite in December. 

Ronald Wilson, young actor, who 
pleaded guilty in L. A. of being 
drunk while piloting an airplane, 
has been granted three years’ pro- 
bation on condition he serve 50 days 
in jail. 

Fred R. Cyriaks, wealthy Holly- 
woodan, who was sued once on 4 
charge that he shot and killed Peter 
the Great, screen dog, has been sued 
for $100,000 for alleged breach of 
promise by Anna Mae Groves. 

Municipal judge Leo Aggeler has 
ruled that Barbara Stanwyck, screen 
star, and her husband, Frank Fay, 
do not have to pay a $1,000 to John 
Decker, L. A. artist, for a painting 
of their son, Dion. They say it was 
a gift. 

Wisecracking before superior 
judge H. Parker Wood in L, A.,, 


Mary McCormic, opera star, got a 
divorce from her royal Ceorgian 
husband, Prince Serge Mdivani. 


Told the judge ‘it was a noble ex- 
perience, but it didn’t work.’ 

Mrs. Eleanor Hastings Neal di- 
vorced from Lex Neal, pic writer, in 
- * 

Injuries received while making a 
picture, and which caused her o 
collapse in Boston recently, may 
keep Barbara Stanwyck out of her 


Mid-West E 


Grant Withers, who was m.c. at 
| Hollywood-at-the-Fair, jailed in 
Chicago last week on charges of 
operating a con game, Charge 
made by Martin Whalin on a4 
bouncing check wrangle. 

Court enjoined picture performer 
Harry Feinberg from seeing Grace 
Bergson, named as corespondent in 
a suit for separate maintenance by 
Mrs. Francis Feinberg. Feinberg, 
now known as Harry Beaumont, at 
present district manager for Ware 
ner Bros, theatres here, 

Leonard Lohr, concessions man- 
ager, states no nude shows at Chi 
Fair next year. 

Court ordered payment of $6,500 
back pay to 20 midgets of the 
World's Fair. 

Balaban & Katz filed petition in 
Washington last week for a re. 
determination of a claim of $134,973 
in 1930 income taxes, charging 12 
errors, 

Sky Ride concession at the Fair 
has been taken over by the Century 
of Progress. Original owners will 
get 20% of original investment, 
which will clear them of loss. 


Anna Fitziu, former Chi opera 
singer, and three other members of 





the Bohumir Kryl symphony or- 
chestra, of Chicago, were injured 


last week in auto accident at Hills- 
boro, Tex. 


Joe Cherniavsky, B. & K. band 
leader, reported loss of $2,000 baton, 


Joseph H. Tigerman, radio in- 
ventor, won a verdict for $26,500 
against the Grigsby-Grunow Co. 


Loses One Game . 28; 
U.S.C. Publicity Off 


Los Angeles, Nov. 20. 
While U.S.C. football team was 
running a string of 27 unbeaten 
games I. A. dailies plugged it in 
a wild and woozy fashion. Invari- 
ably snagged the sports banner and 
the team was blurbed to high 





heavens, Since the defeat of U.S.C, 
by Stanford, however, all _ is 
changed. 


So. Calif. golf tourney for 
women outranked U.S.C. in banner 
lines. Team when mentioned here 
and there on sports pages gets 
rather casual attention, and one 
sports ed, who used to go the limit, 
has actually turned over grid cove 
erage to an underling. 

Evidently the newspaper mugg 
took as much of a beating in the 
betting as did the pic mob. At all 
events, the U.S.C. Trojans, losing 
one game in 28, are in the doghouse. 





MARRIAGES 


Eleanor Hunt to Dr. Frank No- 
lan at Las Vegas, Nev., Nov. 15, 
Bride is a film actress and groom 
is a Hollywood physician. 

Bonnie Snyder, St. Louis, Mo, 
and Avery Rhodes, Chicago, meme 
bers of ‘Diamond Revue’ unit, mare 
ried on stage of Orpheum, Dubuque, 
during engagement at that house. 

Inez Butters to Theo E. Prement, 
Rockingham, N. C., last week. 
Groom is chief electrician and bride 
trapeze performer on Downie Bros. 
show. 

Verna Hille, to Frank Joseph Gill, 
Jr., Nov. 18 at Los Angeles. sride 
is a pic actress, and groom is @& 
member of the radio team of Gill 
and Doemling. 

Opal Erne to J. E. Searle, Nov. 
18, at Yuma, Ariz. Bride is a pice 
ture actress and groom is a Fule 
lerton, Calif., biz man. 

Verna Hille, actress, and Frank 
Joseph Gill, Jr., master of ceremo- 
nies at radio station KHJ, were 
married in the St. Thomas Episco- 
pal church, Los Angeles, Saturday 
(18). 

Frank Pollock, opera singer, mare 
ried Mrs. Gladys Letts Jans at 
Phoenix, Arizona, Nov. 4. 

Mrs. Irene Crist to Tony Muto, 
Rockville, Md., Nov. 20, suddenly. 
She is with Hays organization. 





BIRTHS 


To Mr. and Mrs. George Naify, 
San Francisco, son, Edmondson, 
Nov. 12. Father is manager of the 
Victoria. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy Slagle, a son, 
Benedict hospital, Hollywood, Nov. 
13. Father is a projectionist at the 
Orpheum, L. A. 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Stockwell, 
in New York, Nov. 17, daughter. 


Father is in cast of ‘As Thousands 
Cheer’, Music Box. 

Mr. and Mrs. Emo Orowitz, daugh- 
ter, Nov. 12, in Atlantic City. Father 
is the exploitation man. Mother 
the former Peggy O'Neill of musical 








next scheduled film. She sleeps 
strapped to a specially designed 
board. 
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Inside Stufi—Pictures 


(Continued from page 51) 
for more than enough film to supply the McVickers along with the other 
loop spots. 





Milton Cohen, head of the United Artist camera department, is per- 
fecting a new method of projecting stereopticon process backgrounds 
that will eliminate 20 of the 35 feet now needed to project still back- 
grounds for process shots. Cohen’s wide-angle stereopticon projector 
will not only save space, but be much more convenient than current 
methods, since backgrounds could be changed in an instant. 

At present, either Shipman process stills, huge pictures which cost 
$350 apiece, or motion picture projection on a ground glass background 


are used. 





G. F. Fink, operating the New Victory and Tower theatres, small San 
Diego nabe houses, guarantees patrons a three-hour show—dual fea- 
tures, two-reel comedy, musical short, cartoon and newsreel. 

Although both houses are scaled at 20c, program throwaways have a 
two-for-one admission tab, and Fink stages four giveaway nights 
weekly. Besides this, every kid attending Saturday matinees for a 
nickel draws a candy bar and youngsters at the Sunday afternoon show 
get an ice cream cone. 





This week for the first time in history of newsreels, so far as is known, 
a reel is flashing a retraction. Paramount several weeks ago made a 
clip of Prof. Tugwell, one of the Rooseveltian brain trustees, in which 
the Prof. used a certain name to identify certain brands of patent medi- 
cines. It so happened that the name used is that of a New York chem- 
ist. Word got back to the U. S. Dept. of Agriculture and this week the 
Department announces the error, via the Par reel. 





Around the Fox studio in Hollywood, they can’t figure the why and 
wherefor of the rave notices and capacity business being done by ‘Caval- 
cade’ in Germany where it is playing in both Berlin and Hamburg. Studio 
was ready to accept Germany as a bust due to the British theme of the 
picture and possible Hitler government interference. When the rave 
notices started to come in, studio did not dare to hope they’d continue 
or that the picture would get a run. 





‘My Bill’, a story of the late William J. Fallon, written by Gertie 
Vanderbilt, is being considered for filming by Warners. Yarn is 
biographical, said to deal with the friendship between the noted attorney 
and the actress, 

That association was first brought out in Gene Fowler’s book on Fallon, 
called ‘The Great Mouthpiece’, 





‘Laughter Through Tears’, Yiddish film made in Moscow, is doing 
exceptional business at the 500-seater Acme on 14th street, N. Y. First 
week, at a 35c. top (tilted from a quarter) house garnered a bit over 
$5,800, with biz seemingly continuing just as strong into the second week. 
It’s from a Sholom Aleichem novel, writer’s fame in Yiddish circles being 
largely responsible for the big biz. 





A. P, despatch on Al Jolson’s impending retirement, stating his ‘Won- 
der Bar’ for Warners is his last, isn’t seriously accepted in the east. 
It’s no secret that while finances and prestige no longer can mean any- 
thing to a star of his calibre, Jolson would like to do the Gershwin ver- 
sion of ‘Porgy’ for the Theatre Guild (legit) and later film it—if it’s a 
click—hence his avowed finale in pictures is subject to revision. 





Margaret Sullavan returns to the Coast Dec. 16 for ‘Little Man, What 
Now?’ for Universal although her U-contractual understanding is for 
pictures only in the summer. 

Miss Sullavan is going into the ‘Man’ role hurriedly on top of ‘Only 
Yesterday’ (U) her debut flicker. 





The coast VARIETY muggs in reporting G. B. Shaw’s sale of his “The 
Devil’s Disciple’ to Radio, also credited Sir Hall Caine’s ‘The Christian’ 
to GBS. The late Sir Hall never had the Shavian wit as a collaborator, 
or vice versa. 





Hershel Stuart, Charlie Kurtzman, Milt Feld and Harry Kalmine have 
been mentioned as successors to Bill Goldman, heading the Warner the- 
atre organization in Philly. Kalmine at one time was assistant to 
Goldman, Stuart is still with Par out of the home office. 





Actor who resigned recently from the Academy is on that organiza- 


tion’s pan. 
He quit two days after the adjustment committee got him a judgment 


of $666.66 in a squabble with a studio. 





Al Jolson is making ‘Wonder Bar’ for Warners at a comparatively 
emall salary but will share at the rate of 10% after the production cost 


comes back. 
For the same picture Dolores Del Rio is said to be in for $25,000. 





Told not to play the scene for comedy, Leonid Kinskey gave a fervent 
oration in ‘Duck Soup’ as the leader of a mob of poverty-stricken men. 
As a result of his realistic work, Paramount has cut the sequence out. 





First team of socialites for Jesse Lasky’s ‘Coming Out Party’, Zizi 
Armstrong of Santa Barbara, and Patricia Mines, Los Angeles, vouched 
for by the studio as bona fide members of the west coast’s sociai register. 





Farthest in advance campaign on a roadshow pic was that for ‘Eskimo’ 
at the Astor, N. Y. Big display space started two weeks ahead of 


exhibition. 


RKO is turning its split weeks in the Metropolitan N. Y. area into 
full weeks currently with the Mae West picture, ‘I’m No Angel.’ 





BERMUDA HOTEL REOPENS 
Bermuda, Nov. 20. 
Pop Hamilton Hotel, dark a year 
now, will definitely open for winter 
season, say New York directors. 


Dempsey Barnstorming 


Jack Dempsey is trying his hand 
at refereeing local wrestling. 

Booked by Abe Kubey for three 
weeks of one-nighters in N. W. with 
Johnny Northen handling publicity, 
Jack stands to take out $10,000 for 
his work. He gets guarantee with 
good slice of gross. 

After sellouts in California ap-|N. Y. and former headman at 
pearances, Kubey looks for good | Frascati here, leads with Charlie 
gate. Admish prices tilted four-/| Swift of Knott Hotels for manager- 
bits to two-buck top. |lship. Fifty others applying. 


Hamilton to settle tough points of 
back rent and taxes, as property 
owned by city. 

W. H. Woods, mgr. Laurelton in 





Meetings with the Corporation of | 


TAVERNS REVIVE 
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1008-70-00 


—— 


Beer Spots Bring Back 
Wandering Players Work- 
ing for Tips and Throw- 
in Coin—Hit 10, 20 Spots 
Nightly for $10 Average 
Take 


—_—_- 


FAN DANCERS ALSO 





Chicago, Nov. 20. 

Return of taverns and the slough 
of prohibition has brought back the 
‘buskers’ to the business; the sing- 
ers, dancers and comedians working 
from door to door among the drink- 
eries for tips and throw-away coin. 

Along Clark street to the north, 
Madison and Lake streets to the 
west the buskers are finding their 
best pickings. Starting out each 
night about nine, going from tavern 
to tavern for chance money. 

Returns are reported okay with the 
dancers and prattfall comedians 
turning in from $10 to $15 nightly 
Warblers are not as much, with the 
femme singers topping the men in 
results. 

Taverns for the most part are 
opening their doors to the buskers 


since the bartenders all realize that 
some sort of entertainment helps to 
enliven the spots. And most of the 
joints so far can’t affort to pay mu- 
sicilans and regular performers, 80 
are willing to let the buskers work 
for what they can coax out of the 
elbow benders. 


Past the Till? 


Some of the joints, however, are 
getting tough on the buskers, figur- 
ing that the money going on the 
floor and into the hat for the free 
entertainers is so much money lost 
for the cash register. This was the 
big worry in the old days of the 
taverns with the buskers still try- 
ing to figure a way to get past that 
objection. 

Most of the spots are open to the 
busking mob, the bars considering 
the coin going to the floor as worth 
it in the extra, enjoyment for the 
customers. 

World’s Fair has brought a new 
wrinkle to the old busking game, 
and the top money maker yet de- 
vised. That’s the modified fan danz- 
er hopping from tavern to tavern, 
flipping for the throw-away dimes. 


Fans on the Hoof 


Only it’s usually a shawl dancer, 
since fans cost too much for the 
lay-off dancer. Set-up on the shawl 
dancers calls for a three-way ar- 
rangement, dancer, accordion player 
for accompaniment and a front. 

Trio grab themselves an auto and 
hit the busking trail about 11 
o’clock, later than usual] busking 
time. Front ups to the bartender 
chief and if getting the okay waves 
to the dancer to hop in. Accordioa 
player accompaniment also drives 
the auto. 

Dancer will, work for a straight 
two-buck charge or take a chance 
on the toss-in coin. Trios of this 
kind have been hitting as high as 
$30 nightly, making from 10 to 20 
joints up to 3 a. m. And still all ex- 
pect the returns to hop above thes? 
figures as soon as the stronger soup 
gets the official okay. 

Lengt’ of time in each spot de- 
pends on the temper of the boys and 
if the spot is a good one the trio 
will even try the blow-off, building 
the tavern boys into topnotch cur- 
rency. 

Lay-off men or vaudevillians have 
not been slow to get into the busk- 
ing business, figuring themselves a 





cinch for eating coin. As far as that | 
goes, busking has been a traditiou 
in show business and from that 
door-to-door angle have come some 


ico, who once had a steady three- 
joint nightly route in this town, 


of the top performers in show busi- | 
ness. And takes in such as Joe Fris- | 


BUSKING 








DANCING AND BEER 


85-Year-Old Vermont Mayor Agin 
Mixture 








Burlington, Vt., Nov. 20. 

Mayor James E. Burke is making 
a drive to take music and dancing out 
of the beer gardens. The mayor, 85 
years of age, feels that people should 
not be allowed to drink beer while 
dancing, and has threatened to re- 
voke the license of every beer gar- 
den in the city that permits dancing. 

Police, acting under the mayor’s 
orders, have already closed several 
spots. These reopened later with- 
out music, The members of the city 
council are believed to be cool to 
the executive’s plans, but it is ex- 
pected that when the matter comes 
to vote, the mayor will have his 
way. 

City of Barre recently separated 
beer drinking from dancing. The 
experiment, however, proved so un- 
popular that within a week the or- 
der banning dancing in places serv- 
ing beer was lifted. 


CORKING SUB SCRAP 
SAVES GARDEN CARD 


By JACK PULASKI 


What looked like a blah card at 
Madison Square Garden Friday (17) 
was saved by a corking scrap be- 
tween Steve Hamas, former Penn 
Stater, and Lee Ramage, the coast 
heavy, who looks nothing like a 
fighter. The officials thought it 
was close, judges disagreeing, which 
put it up to the referee who voted 
in favor of Hamas. 

Fight was livened by remarks 
from the gallery where one leather- 
lunged fan kept up a running line 
of comment throughout the evening. 
There were times when for a full 
two minutes Hamas rushed the 
Californian around the ring. Lee 
didn’t escape all the punches 
thrown at him, but he rolled with 
most of them. At intervals he took 
the offensive in close. That’s where 
Ramage is best, his long range ef- 
forts being puny. 

During those attacks by the ex- 
footballer, Ramage took to his bike, 
backing around as fast as Hamas 
came forward. On offense alone the 
match belonged to Hamas. Those 
clips from Lee’s right did some 
damage, however, and while Ram- 
age was little damaged at the end, 
there was a fine, big mousy over 
Steve’s left lamp. 

They met three times previously. 
First meeting on the coast a year 
or so ago, Hamas got the surprise 
of his ring career by being licked by 
Ramage, said then to be an over- 
grown schoolboy. Next two sessions 
resulted in a win for Steve and a 
draw verdict. 

Announcer Joe Humphries made 
an extended explanation of new 
rules whereby the referee or the 
judges may count a round against 
a fighter who fouls or uses other 
unfair tactics. The fans protested 
in vain and Joe finally got through 
with the spiel. House was very poor, 
card not been decided on until the 
day previously. Originally Young 
Terry was carded to fight Ben Jeby, 
winner to be matched with the new 
middleweight champ, Vince Dundee. 
Some say that Terry took a run- 
out, but he claimed he was sick. 

Card this Friday (24) will be 
topped by Tony Canzoneri and Kid 
Chocolate, at $5.50. Six-day bike 
race starts Sunday night. 














Movietone Man Weds 
Paris, Nov. 11. 
Mile. Ariane Armand Delille, 


| daughter of Dr. P. F. 
lille, of the Americ 

18 to William Mur- 
ith Fox Movie 


be married Nov. 
cameraman W 
News 


ray. 
tone 
The wedding will take 


the Armand  Delille place ne 


place at 


| Chartres. 


Armand De- |! 
an Hospital, will] 


Hollywood Goes Beer Quaffing, 
A La Singing, Hirsuted Waiters 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

With the return of beer, Holly- 
wooe has gone screwey about beer 
dens with a Gay Ninety atmosphere. 
In the past four weeks, seven spots 
have opened with handle bar mus- 
tached waiters and Beef Trust en- 
tertainment. 

Largest of the flock is the Gay 
Nineties on Vine street, which after 
the first week decided it was giving 
too much away for a dime glass of 
beer, instituted a 50c. script pur- 
chase for admission. Script is okay 
for purchase on the inside. Spot 
cut down on its entertainment, 
which had Frankie Bailey in tights 
as the featured attraction. Miss 
Bailey despite her rep and age went 
out with the overhead slice. 

Perry’s Brass Rail, Caesar’s, Her- 
mitage, The Jug and several other 
beer spots feature singing waiters 
who add much to the din but little 
to the entertainment of the places. 

Vigilance of the local gendarmes 
closed all the pansy joints in Hol- 
lywood. Flounce factories had quite 
a run for the past two years, then 
the coppers discovered an ordinance 
which prohibited the appearance of 
anyone in a cafe in drag unless em- 
ployed in the cafe. That killed the 
lavender spots. Several tried to 
operate outside the city limits but 
found that when away from drop-in 
locations business was brutal. 


Tanforan Bangtail 
Dope Check Dittoed 
At Caliente Track 


Hollywood, Nov. 20. 

Installation of a receiving stable 
at Tanforan where hayburners are 
segregated for one hour before each 
race to insure the pari-mutuel ad- 
dicts against the possibility of 
doped bangtails, has had its effect 
on the Caliente track in Baja Cali- 
fornia. 

Mexican border race spot is re- 
ported set to adopt a reception pad- 
dock for the same purpose, where, 
as at Tanforan, no owner, jockey 
or stable hand may come near the 
nags during the preliminary race 
hour, thus eliminating all suspi- 
cion of tampering with the horses. 

Receiving stable policy has been 
so rigidly enforced at Tanforan, 
south of San Francisco, that the 
entry of a famous and unquestioned 
stable was recently scratched be- 
cause the horse got to the stable 
three minutes late. 

Both this and the salivarium, 
where chemical analysis of the 
horses’ saliva is made for trace of 
any possible dope or exhilarator im- 
mediately after each race, are fea- 
tures inaugurated by the California 
State Horse Racing Board, under 
whose supervision legal racing is 
now permitted. 











Wine Plagiarism? 


Paris, Nov. 11. 

French International Wine Com- 
mittee and Wine Chamber of Com- 
merce are protesting against the 
use of French names for American 
wincs, 

They say that California wines 
have no right to call themselves 
Sauternes, Moselle, Chateau Yquem 
and Burgundy. They have asked 
French consular officials in Amer- 
ica to do something about it. 


MINSTREL AS BREWER 


Fairmount, W. Va., Nov. 20. 

First West Virginia made beer 
will be called ‘West Virginia Lager 
and will be made here in the new 
plant of the Monongahela Brewing 
Co., which will begin operation 
Dec. 1. 

This is the plant that will make 
beer in 10 days that will have the 
age of six-month aged brew. J. D. 
| Alexander of this city is president 
| of the company and Fred L. Dorine- 
house of dele- 








member of the 
gates in the state legislature and 
formerly tenor in Guy Brothers 


} Minstrel Show, is secretary. 
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Broadway 


Jed Harris’ haircut long overdue. | 
William Gaines, AP columnist, is | 


out. 
Jessel and 
things over. 
Ruth Draper to England for some 
London dates. 


Morris Gest 


Lilyan Tashman quite gay about, 


things in New York. 

Lennox Robinson, 
wright, back to Europe. 

Hunt Stromberg and Bernie Fine- 
man making the rounds. 

Emil Boreo back in circulation 
after hospitalization for sinus. 

Sam Hardy back from English 
picture-making, with the missus 

Ona Munson flew to Washington 
over the weekend to visit friends. 

Bill Dicker and Dave Franklin 
joining Jack Bertell’s booking staff. 

Irving Sherman’s Dawn O'Day 
making her third straight Warner 
short. 

The Les Kaufmans, with the 
missus at home in St. Louis, are ex- 
pectant. 

Tommy Rockwell snow-bound in 
Canada for several days on a hunt- 
ing trip. 

Big Vocabulary Greg Dickson now 
being called Anthony Adverb by his 
close associates. 

New olfices of Romm-Meyers- 
Bestry-Scheuing look very counting 
house and dignified. 

Benarr Macfadden has own pri- 
vate dining room in the le. a meal 
place in 44th street. 

Margaret Tazelaar back after at- 
tending funeral of her mother at 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Ed Finney and his boss Ray John- 
son seeing football games together. 
And out of town, too. 

Sid Skolsky’s Broadway nostalgia 
reported from the coast as being 
something direly pathetic. 

Eddie Cantor thinks he has the 
Hollywood thing under control—one 
picture a year and scram. 

Harry Bannister and Seldon Ben- 
nett telling each other about the 
plays they're going to produce. 

Jimmy Dawson drew a big shin- 
dig from the boys on his 25th anni 
as a sports writer on the New York 
Times. 

Mrs. Arthur Jeffrey, wife of the 
WB theatre publicist, in Atlantic 
City recuperating from a recent op- 
eration. 

Louie Cohen to Hollywood for five 
weeks to be with his family over the 
holidays. Jack Fisher, his shadow, 
follows him. 

Village bunch took over Meyer 
Horowitz’ Village Grove Nut Club, 
latter concentrating on his Village 
Barn exclusively. 

‘Man Mountain’ Dean, the be- 
whiskered wrestler who bills him- 
self as a Georgia hill billy, is man- 
aged by his wife. 

Gary Cooper and Miriam Hopkins 
in for the ‘Design for Living’ pre- 
mre at the Criterion. Ernst Lu- 
biisch has been east a week. 

David Manners arrived in New 
York from Hollywood Friday (17) 
and sailed the same day to make a 
picture for British-International. 

Joan Crawford was announced in 
Astor bally at the ‘Eskimo’ premiere 
as being in attendance. She was at 
‘As Thousands Cheer’ that night. 

Leonard Gaynor, with Thornton 
Delehanty and a party, went hunt- 
ing in New Jersey, but nobody saw 
any of the game they went after. 

Arthur Israel and his bride-to-be 
from the Carolines, Fanny Wallac:, 
set for Nov. 29. The Par attorney 
assists Austin C. Keough, chief of 
the legal department. 

Les Dally, former managing di- 
rector of the Paramount, has gone 
into the electric field with General 

Electric on special assignments in 
upstate N. Y. territory. 

Helen Morgan says the Simplon is 
her nite club finale and that her 
husband, Buddy Mashke, just ad- 
mitted to the bar, will henceforth 
handle her business affairs. 

For the purposes of discussing 
midwinter sales plans, policies and 
product, Paramount opened a three- 
day sales conference at White Sul- 
phur Springs, W. Va., Saturday (18). 

Charlie de Grandcourt, with Na- 
tional Screen for 10 years, is go- 
ing into the production end of the 
business, headquartering with the 
Playhouse Operating Co. of which 
he's a director. 

Almost every popular priced caba- 
ret now voluntarily produces ‘tem- 
porary’ wine and coktail lists, the 
‘temporary’ being emphasized to in- 
dicate that after repeal, when likker 
prices come down, so will the 60c 
cocktail and other tariffs. 

Next A.M.P.A. session Thursday 
(28) will be dedicated to Columbia, 
with Lewis Milestone, director, and 
Sam Briskin, studio executive, ex- 
pected as guests of honor. Members 
of the Col publicity-advertising de- 
partment have applied as members. 

Florida resorts look for the rush 
of all gold rushes this year with the 
Cuban politico imbroglios eliminat- 
ing Havana completely, even as a 
port of call for winter cruising 
liners. Means Miami and Palm 
Beach will get it all, on top of which 
a new liberal regime is in policing 
power, and that’s okay, too. 


Irish play- 


talking | 


London 
po 

Leslie Sarony putting on weight. 

George Ayre out of Columbia p. a. 
job. 

Len Jackson and Joe Cohen split- 
ting. 

Anna May Wong taking the cure 
at Harrogate. 

Dorothy Dix secured divorce from 
Talbot Strong. 

Sol Lesser dining and wining with 
Lord Beaverbrook. 

Naughton and Gold due back in 
America in March. 

Rita John venturing into the re- 
vue producing field. 

Charles Woolf again 
and confined to bed. 

Arthur Le Burn writing the life 
story of Dennis King. 

Jeffrey Bernerd now 
booking for the Capitol. 

Nervo and Knox taking out their 
own roadshow in January. 

Beverley Baxter calling himself a 
‘Minister without Portfolio.’ 


indisposed 


doing sole 








*Ballerina’ struggling at the 
Gaiety with cost on 20% cut. 

Melville Gideon underwent emer- 
gency appendicitis operation. 

Maskelyne’s have leased the Little 
theatre for the Christmas season. 

Newsreel theatres losing their 
popularity, due to lack of real news. 

Only one panto scheduled for 
West End at Christmas—at Lyceum. 
Leslie Fuller, British International 
Pictures star, doing a string of per- 
sonals. 

‘Gay Divorce,’ Fred Astaire show, 
got 10 week's library deal involving 
$75,000. 

McKiegue & Elliott giving up the 
publicity for the Prince of Wales 
theatre. 

Georgie Wood out of action with 
fractured knee sustained in auto 
collision. 

Charles Carter out of Regal pub- 
licity department, replaced by Wil- 
liam Moore. 

Adele Astaire (Lady Cavendish) 
too ill to attend brother Fred’s Lon- 
don opening. 

Prince of Wales to be present at 
premiere of ‘Red Wagon,’ due at the 
Regal Dec. 6. 

Earle St. John and Ralph Dean 
shortly off to America as guests of 
Boris Morros. 

Percy Cudlipp, formerly film critic 
of the Evening Standard, has been 
appointed its editor. 

Charles Laughton presented to the 
Duchess of York after performance 
of ‘The Cherry Tree.’ 

Entire Palladium ‘Crazy’ Gang 
given 25 weeks’ contract for next 
year, dating from May. 

Eileen Robey, daughter of George 
Robey, exhibiting her drawings at 
Cooling Gallieries, Bond street. 

Phil Hyams giving his patrons 
free cocktails at the Metropole dur- 
ing the run of ‘The Cocktail Lady.’ 
Arthur Jarrett, Gaumont-British 
booking chief, cancelled his proposed 
trip to America because of illness. 

Tom Rice, originally booker for 
I.V.T.A., and more recently with 
Walter Bentley, now with Fosters. 

Despite arousing interesting dis- 
cussion, the mental home play, 
‘Sunshine House,’ didn't last out a 
month. 

Twenty-first anniversary of 
Anima Lodge, Masonry Lodge of the 
film trade, being celebrated at 
Pagani's. 

Jack Doyle, English heavyweight 
boxing champ, to star in filmization 
of ‘Prince Charming,’ opposite Eve- 
lyn Laye. 

Gaumont-Graphic getting exclu- 
sive shots of Gordon Richard's visit 
to the White City, with Pathe Ga- 
zette barred. 

John Ford's greetings to his little 
Mary by long-distance phone to 
Hollywood cost him $180, and says 
it was worth it. 

Sidney Davids, the hosier, spe- 
cializing in American products, is 
behind all the Charles Clore the- 
atrical ventures. 

Martinus Poulsen’s Cafe de Paris 
tilt of $5 couvert charge during the 
Josephine Jaker engagement has 
hurt with the regulars. 

Clyde Cook, Jimmy Finlayson and 
Georgie Harris negotiating for a 
bank roll to form their own film 
producing unit over here. 

Mrs. Francis Francis, formerly 
Sunny Jarman, presented by her 
husband with diamond brooch rep- 
lica of their moth airplane. 

Charles Bickford speaking highly 
of the treatment he is receiving 
from British International Pictures, 
but cannot get used to London fogs. 

Marie Tempest to star in a new 
Hi. M. Harwood comedy, ‘The Old 
Folks at Home.’ Show breaks in 
provincially before reaching West 
End. 

Dorothy Fox, wife of Roy Fox, 
the band leader, has crashed pic- 
tures. As a result of satisfactory 
test, she will do a film for Gaumont- 
British. 

G. Gilliat, former editor of Eve- 
ning Standard, tendered farewell 
dinner at Hyde Park hotel to cele- 
brate his becoming editor of the 
Daily Express. 

Lawrence Wright, who, as report- 
ed, bought the Princes theatre for 
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$700,000, is trying to get William 
| Mollison to produce his show for 


| him, opening Dec. 15. 


Mrs. Borret, first woman radio 
announcer, an experiment which 
was discontniued after several 


months, to play at the Kasbek, one 
of Bradbury Pratt's night clubs. 

Billy and Elsa Newell slipped out 
of England very quietly and left 
word with their intimate friends 
they were returning to play English 
dates Dec. 15. Understood opening 
at Prince of Wales’ theatre for six 
weeks, 





Prague 


By Edward T. Heyn 





Only American film in Prague, 
Flying Devils.’ 

New picture theatre opened at 
Rochlitz, suburb of Reichenberg. 
North Bohemia. 

Vinohrady Municipal theatre this 
month presents ‘White Guard,’ by 
Bulgaroyv, the last secretary of Tol- 
stoy. 

Otto Gebuehr, Berlin actor, visi- 
tor in Czechoslovakia, taking a cure 
in water place, Niederlindenwiese, 
North Bohemia. 


Hedwig Bleibtreu, heroine of 
Vienna State theatre, appeared as 
i guest in New German theatre of 
Prague in Molenar’s ‘Olympia.’ 

Special attraction in the new 
building of the Urania Educational 
Society is an up-to-date picture 
theatre which was opened with 
lLehar's operetta film ‘Frederike.’ 


Dr. Barney, the former director 
of the Lobe theatre in Breslau, 
driven away from Germany, and 
who for several months resided in 
Prague and Marienbad, Czechoslo- 
vakia, has located in Vienna. 

Don Bliss, the American commer- 
cial attache in Prague, who had 
much to do with. questions relating 
to American film production in 
Czechoslovakia, has gone to Amer- 
ica to confer with Department of 
Foreign and Domestic Commerce in 
Washington. 

Picture theatre of Czechoslovakia 
utilized to find murderer of a 
woman named Vranka killed by a 
still undiscovered Jack the Ripper. 
On screen appears the head of the 
woman, pictures of the trunk in 
which her body was found, her un- 
derwear, and a towel bearing the 


letter ‘K.’ 
Bermuda 


By S. Rolbe Kan 





Hamilton hotel reopening still un- 
settled. 

Amy Mollinson joins flyer hus- 
band at Belmont (11). 

Arriga may go to Princess hotel 
when season starts Dec. 15. 

Mayor Sir Harry Watlington 
backing clean-up drive for tourists. 

Freiburg Passion Play devoting 
receipts to Rotary fund for crippled 
kids. 

Foreign exchange worries com- 
plicated by effect repeal may have 
on tourist trade. 

Bill Richardson (N. Y. Times) on 
perennial visit in interests of ‘The 
3ermudian,’ which he publishes. 

Who said Colleen Moore is or 
was on vacash here? Chalk error 
up for VARIETY Broadway Chatter, 
unless the gal’s completely disap- 
peared. 

Stiff sentences for negroes ac- 
cused in assault and robbery on 
visiting Americans, penalties run- 
ning as high as five years hard 
labor and 20 strokes cat-o’-nine 
tails (ouch!). 

Sec’y of State Cordell Hull links 
British Bermuda (13) to Western 
Hemisphere and panamerican unity. 
Newspaper boys with him include 
Hinton (N. Y. Times), Arthur Ruhl 
(Herald-Trib), Jordan (A.P.) and 
Aldrich Bell (Louisville Courier- 
Journal), latter being borrowed by 
Hull from his boss to act as press 
officer to U. S. Pan Am confab dele- 
gation at Montevideo. 





Vienna 


By Erich Glass 


Arnold Rose is 70. 

Rainer Simons planning operas at 
the Raimund. 

Emil Sauer, Liszt pupil, feels like 
a rest after 53 years of concert 
tours. 

Labriola off to Wiesbaden, Ger- 
many, to raise some dough for 
Vienna Renz. 

Moissi quit ‘Dinner’ cast after 25 
performances, with his wife, Frau 
Terwin, still in it. 

Alfred Roller pensioned from 
Kunstgewerbeschule, yet busier 
than ever with opera settings and 
decors. 

Dr. Franz Martos has nervous 
breakdown resulting in an apoplec- 
tic fit during premiere of his Liszt 
' operetta, ‘A Love Dream.’ 








Paris 


By Bob Stern 





Lido putting on big floor show for 
first time. 

Marie Dubas, French lightweight 
Sophie Tucker, looking for a new 
flat. 

Barbara La May, acrobatic dancer, 
doing second consecutive season at 
Casino de Paris, 

Edith Wharton and Kathleen Nor- 
ris reading their own stories before 
American Women's club. 


Gloria Gilbert, dancer, due back 
from Germany soon for number in 
new Folies Bergere show. 

Yvonne Vallee (Mrs. Maurice 
Chevalier) living in Paris and work- 
ing on a fashion magazine. 

Marguerite d’Alvarez, of Boston 
and Chicago opera companies, giv- 
ing concert at Salle d’'Iena Nov. 23. 

Veterans of Foreign Wars, Paris 
Post, drafting stars for all night 
Armistice Ball at Pershing Hall, 
local vets’ headquarters, 

Jimmy Walker and Bety Compton 
greeted with ‘Sidewalks of New 
York’ by Bert Firman, band leader, 
when they walk into Chez Florence. 

Former Dorothy Benjamin Caruso, 
now married to Dr. Charles Holder, 
back in Paris with hubby and his 
daughter Margaret from summer 
home. 

Constance Collier weeping because 
law says she must leave pet pekinese 
in France when she goes to London 
to rehearse ‘Hay Fever,’ Noel Cow- 
ard show. 

Cote d’Azure, biggest night club 
project in years, opening soon in 
Moulin Rouge theatre building. More 
openings this year than usual. La 
DuBarry marked up as first closing. 
Dance unit of 16 Hollywood Par- 
amount Girls, who came last Decem- 
ber to play at Paris Paramount, has 
split. Eight are billed at Casino de 
Paris as the Eight Hollywood Beau- 
ties, and two are rehearsing for the 
new Folies Bergere. 


Berlin 





By Hans Bermann 2 
Hans Junkermann’s 40th stage 


anniversary. 

‘Telefunken’ seeking best German 
voice, 500 singers competing. 
Helmuth Brandis and Helena von 
Fortenbach dubbing Metro pits. 


Robert’s American restaurant on 
the Kurfuerstendamm turning Ger- 
man. 


Chancellor Hitler presented Dr. 
Goebbels with film camera for his 
birthday. 

Meeting of Deutscher Buehnen- 
verein postponed until December 
because of election. 

Louis Graveure to play French 
and English version of his first 
sound film in Berlin. 

Richard Strauss preparing profes- 
sional estate of German composers 
by governmental order. 

Gustav Froehlich attached for 5,000 
pengo in Budapest for income tax 
from ‘Rakoczimarch,’ made there for 
yerman company. Finally had to 
make a deposit. 





Cincinnati 


By Joe Kolling 





Jimmie Granger gave the town a 
fast o. o. 

Barless inclosures for animals at 
Zoo next season. 

Buddy Rogers No. 1 signer in Va- 
riety club’s register. 

Dottie Wahl fan dancing at Em- 
press billed loud and wide. 

Swells going in for private roller- 
skating parties at pop rinks. 

Not enuf idle scribes, so the Y. M. 
Cc. A. is starting a class in journal- 
ism for jobless. 

Barney Rapp’s band at Nether- 
Jand Plaza indef, replacing Charlie 
Davis’ 5 weeks. 

Russell Wilson, 
‘Times-Star,’ breezed to 
councilmanic election. 

Jack Tiernan acting mgr. of Capi- 
tol while C. Harry Schreiber pinch 
hits in Columbus, O., for RKO. 

Joe Moss here to manage Cox for 
Arthur M. Ober‘>lder, Inc., sponsor- 
ing pop-priced dramatic shows. 

Warner club’s first dance and en- 
tertainment, held Nov. 11 at Sinton, 
such a hit that it is to become an 
annual affair. 

Dwindling play forced folding of 
only ritzy casino-nitery in these 
parts; other joints gaming on close 
to mothball standard. 

Stanley Jacques, RKO exchange 
mgr., tells about a nabe exhib who 
glims one eye while counting up so 
biz will look only half bad. 

Enquirer accepted RKO Palace's 
‘Vanities’ opening ad splurge after 
much blushing over nudy art. Biz 
boys of other sheets just smiled 


ex-crick of the 
lead in 





it in, 


Hollywood = 


Clyde Beatty, catless, in for short 
vacash., 

Frank Tuttle and the Mrs, cooling 
off at Arrowhead. 

Willie Kent and Al Elfelt share 
a pair of spectacles, 

James Tingling in Seattle at the 
bedside of his father. 

Aben Kandel in from 
scribble for Universal. 

Richard Powell and Nellie Breen 
framing a new vaude act. 

Herman J. Yates in from 
first time in three years. 

Myra Conyers of Fanchon Royer 
staff, hurt in auto accident. 

Boots Hollowzy here from Georgia 
to visit his brother, Sterling. 

Leslie Stuart has hung up an 
agent’s shingle in Beverly Hills. 

Lily Pons, in from Palm Springs, 
to lunch with Irving Thalberg. 

Richard Berlin, editor of Cosmo« 
politan, conferring with Hearst. 

Bartlett Cormack in St. Vincent's 
hospital for series of treatments. 

Claude Arthur Leotarde, projec- 
tionist, files bankruptcy petition. 

Hal Roach is nursing a dislocated 
shoulder received in a polo game. 

Lilian Harve: fractured an ankle 
while working in ‘I Am Suzanne.’ 

Katherine McNelis, publisher of 
‘New Movies,’ looking for material. 

Carlos Borosque celebrating his 
25th year as a newspaper scavenger. 

Jerry Gottler, songwriting son of 
Archie Gottler, in town double o'ing 
pix, 

Despite his superstitions, Al Jol- 
son started work on a pic on the 
13th, 

Ray June being treated at the 
Hollywood hospital for an injured 
foot. 

William Dyer, actor, in Holly- 
wood hospital for medical treat- 
ment. 

A. M. Bowles, F.-WC div mgr. at 





east to 


> a 


Frisco, buzzing biz with Charlie 
Skouras. 
William Gill busy denying the 


report of his engagement to Janet 
Snowden. 


Charlie Skouras on ten-day trek 
to northwest for looksee at F-WC 
properties. 

Heather Angei sued by James A, 
Sollitt for $1,600 as a result of an 
auto accident. 

Sylvia Sidney sued in Superior 
court for $19,000 as result of an 
auto accident. 

Milton Sperling won the ping pong 
tourney at Manny Seff’s house. Bob 
Lord next best. 

Advance campaign on ‘Henry VIII’ 
has Charles Laughton billed as ‘the 
male Mae West.’ 

Clare Haig, general manager of 


Universal's Canadian exchanges, 
here on a vacation. 
William Heineman, dist. exch. 


mer., for U., gandering the Rocky 
Mountain territory. 

A college in Kentucky addressed a 
latter to Carl Laemmle, prez. MGM 
studios, Universal city. 

Warners wouldn't let Joan Blon- 
dell change her name_ so _ she’s 
letting her hair turn brown. 

Baron Joahn Beck Friis, charge 
d'affaires at the Swedish legation in 
Washington, 0o.o.’ing pix studios. 

Sardi’s has a tablecloth to be 
autographed by celebs for auction- 
ing in behalf of a local charity. 

Ruth Etting has bought a Beve- 
erly Hills manse. Bob Armstrong 
has gone for a Hollywood canyon 
home. 

No interviews for Anna _ Sten. 
Sam Goldwyn wants her to concen- 
trate on the wind-up week of 
‘Nana’. 

Herbert Yates of Consolidated in 
town for conferences. With Ben 
Goetz and Joe Aller, company ex- 
ecutives. 

Ralph Farnum has made 26 trips 
across country in the past three and 
a half years without being on a 
train once. 

Ben Markson and Charles Ken- 
yon are holdouts from the new WB 
writers’ building. Like their pres- 
ent quarters. 

Judgment for $1,987, received in 
N. Y. by Jos. F. Lennon against 
Vivienne Segal upheld by Municipal 
Judge Scheinman, 

Kathleen Byrne, self-styled prof 
co-respondent, says she’s going to 
open a Hollywood detective agency 
with femme dicks. 

Emmett Vogan commuting by 
plane between ‘Christopher Bean,’ 
at El Capitan and U’s ‘Chicken 
Rancho’ location at La Quinta. 

Screen Actors Guild go social 
Jan. 13 with Biltmore dinner dance. 
Robert Montgomery, Mary Astor 
and Chester Morris formulating. 

Darryl Zanuck’'s polo team doesn't 
play before an audience any more. 
Boys too self-conscious, especially 
since a player nose-dived over a 
horse. 

Attorney's fees of $231 asserted 
due G. J. Stoneman, who died five 
years ago, are claimed by the widow, 
Julia Steinman, from Aimee Semple 
McPherson Hutton in a municipal 
court suit. 

Damages of $14,500 demanded of 
Royal Laboratories, Inc., by Cine- 
color in a cross complaint to the 
former's suit for cost of installing 
and royalties on a Hunter-Pierce 





process film developer. 
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Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 





> 


Ken Coffman, former WL 
back from St. Louis. 


artist, 


Helen Lehigh, Wheeling _ girl, 
signed by Fox for chorus. 
Phil Dunning, who co-adapted 


"Trip to Pressburg,’ here with show. 

Walter Fleischman, formerly with 
INS, now on Hearst’s Sun-Tele- 
graph. 

It’s a boy at the Jimmy Georges. 
He's feature writer for the Post- 
Gazette. 

Sam Goldwyn has handed Mary 
Lange, pretty Northside miss, a 
eontract, 

Bill Scott, Stanley megr., called to 
Plainfield, N. J., by the illness of 
his father. 

Al Barnett, U exchange manager, 
back on the job after a long siege 
of pneumonia. 

Nat Nazarro, Jr., has clicked at 
Nixon cafe, so he stays on there 
indef as m. c. 

Gene Gaudette, who used to pub- 
licize Don Bestor here, back in town 
for Ernie Holst. 

Fritz Kreisler, playing here for 
first time in four years, drew S.R.O 
at 3,800-seat Mosque. 

Paul Shaffer, doorman at Stan- 
ley, getting a name for himself lo- 
cally as a radio crooner. 

Most of nite clubs here sstill 
charging a cover, eliminate it on 
Monday and Tuesday nights. 

Paula Bauersmith, recent grad of 
Tech drama school, signed for Hope 
Williams’ ‘All Good Americans.’ 

Sylvia Snyder, local gal, closes 
long engagement at Nixon cafe to 
take another crack at Broadway. 

Bill Dressler, political writer for 
Post-Gazette, and Margaret Stot- 
ler told it to a preacher last week. 

Frances Dee here for several 
hours when plane from Washington 
was forced down by poor weather. 

Mose Kelsch, place-kicking star 
with Pittsburgh Pirates, pro grid 
team, operates a beer garden on the 
side. 

Beverly Sisters at Pitt with Irene 
Vermilion are Buck girls of Pitts- 
burgh, former film “house chorines 
here. 

With elimination of stage shows 
at Stanley in Philadelphia, Jerry 
Mayhall has returned to his home 
here. 

Sol Hankin and Tom Fordham, 
WRB district managers, cracked up 
covering their territories in a bliz- 
yard. 

Cricks didn’t like Pola Negri’s 
costume in first act of ‘Trip to 
Pressburg,’ so she changed it next 
night. 

Dave Broudy, member of original 
Pittsburgh Symphony orchestra, 
back in fold after absence of four 
years. 

Lew Joseph’s Rhythm Club, 
raided couple of weeks ago, has re- 
opened, but without its female im- 
personators. 

Marian Muller (Mrs. Eddie Pey- 
ton) was to have joined Tex Gui- 
nan’s gang just a week after Tex 
passed away. 

Joe E. Brown in town for Pitt- 
Nebraska football game and open- 
ing of seven-day skating race at 
Duquesne Garden. 

Pittsburgh showmen, after cater- 
fing to the G.O.P. for 27 years, now 
have to get next to the new Demo- 
eratic administration. 

Mike Cullen had two barrels of 
beer on tap for the local sports 
writers at his preview of ‘Prize- 
fighter and the Lady.’ 

Oscar Levant hopped back to 
home town over weekend with 
George Gershwin, here as season’s 
first symphony soloist. 

Eddie Peyton has had his nite 
club phone number changed to the 
four numerals in the two highway 
routes that pass his spot. 

Variety Club has worked out a 
system whereby Catherine Variety 
Sheridan will get the dough which 


members usually spend for Yule 
greetings. 
Charlie Danver, Post-Gazette 


columnist, had to get another cast 
for his broken ankle and won’t be 
out for three weeks yet, making it 
a 10-week siege in all. , 


Kansas City 


Will R. Hughes 








Liberty permitting the balcony 
eustomers to smoke. 

Jimmie Atkins crooning to the 
customers in the lobby of the Up- 
town. 

Landon Laird pinch-hitting for 
Jack Moffit of the ‘Star’ while Jack 
is in Hollywood. 

American Royal Live Stock show 
Nov. 18-25, with reduced fares of- 
fered by the railroads. 

‘Sunday Star’ has moved the pic- 
ture page to the front of the section. 
It formerly was behind the real es- 
tate pages. 

Night clubs are going into the 
papers with large displays and the 
papers are returning the compli- 
ment with blurbs. 

Howard Inches, young actor and 
producer, lecturing for new drama- 
tic studio at Sam Manheim’s thea- 
trical department store. 

Barney Joffe, manager of the Up- 
town, secured a feature picture for 
a world’s premiere and donated his 
theatre and help for a benefit to the 
charity drive. 

Harry Mestayer of ‘Music in Air’ 
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felt gay and made 10 minute speech 
kidding Herman Geltman’s cafe re- 
vue, causing p.a. to lose job when 
it crashed into sheets. 

Ben Bernie Lads wearing ten-gal- 
lon hats, compliments of the Amer- 
ican Royal Stock show, during their 
stay here. Hats gave atmosphere 
to the band’s ‘Last Round-Up’ num- 
ber. 

Mainstreet, Playing Ben Bernie 
and his band, did not get the breaks 
of Bernie’s weekly radio broadcast 
from a local station, as WDAF does 
not use that program on account of 
the beer sponsor. 


New Haven 


By Harold M. Bone 








Drama Arts Guild makes its bow 
here. 

Lawrence Tibbett at Woolsey Hall 
Dec. 13. 


John Reaver becoming a chip of 
the old block, 


Walter Lloyd plays big uncle to 
his Sat. mat. kids. 


They advertised ‘Bombshell’ here 
as ‘not a war picture’. 

Shubert pit wouldn’t be the same 
without Leo Troostwyk. 

Floyd Stuart optioning a chair in 
Commercial hotel lobby. 

Can't get Robert Burns interested 
in the Yale team this year. 

Jack Crawford blew Little The- 
atre troupe to a dutch supper. 

Dave Eldridge has plenty of time 
for relaxation between bookings. 

‘Journal-Courier’ now runs its 
syndicated B’way stuff single col. 

Howard Twins put finishing 
touches on Yale’s new football song. 

Virginia Clarke doubles between 
amateur legit and dance instructing. 

Married life for Freddy Johnson 
hasn’t brought on that worried look. 

Looks natural to see the Poli 
monicker back on the Palace again. 

Billy Elder and Helen Costello 
have temporarily postponed the day. 

Civic Orch opens third season 
Nov. 26, Francesco Riggio conduct- 
ing. 

Nowadays a two-day run at the 
Shubert is something to write home 
about. 

Wm. Lyon Phelps, pres. ad- 
dressed 200 at Little Theatre annual 
meeting. 

Eddie Weaver’s musical ability 
will be handy for the forthcoming 
lullabies. 

Sidney Redish designing sets for 
Trish Luck,’ Yale Drama Dept.’s first 
of season. 

Bob Burns’ hopes to spend 
Thanksgiving with the wife (Alice 
Joy and kids. 

In local interview, Conrad Nagel 
thumbs down talker as a steady diet 
of entertainment. 

Arena will break out with N. Y. 
Metropolitan Civic Grand Opera 
Thanksgiving night. 

Burley at Bridgeport’s Park the- 
atre trying to lure ’em from here 
with local news space. 

Roger Sherman theatre given ver- 
dict in damage claim of Bessie Bo- 
dek for alleged injuries in fall. 

In lecture here on ‘American 
Stage and America,’ Dr. Stark 
Young predicted extension of musi- 
cals beyond progress of the drama. 





Denver 


A. M. Oberfelder back from auto 
trip to N. Y. 

Air mail from the west coast into 
Denver speeded up. 

Jack Scott, former Col. 
now selling for Sheffield. 

Bill Holland, singing usher, goes 
to Casper, Wyo., to manage music 
store. 

Lon Filler and Bill Rosenfeld, in- 
dependent exchangers, have traded 
offices. 

Reported the J. H. Cooper enter- 
prises will convert buildings in 
Greeley, Pueblo and Grand Junction 
into theatres. 

Since the item in VArrery that all 
organs in theatres in the city were 
being used, managers and others 
have been getting letters from or- 
ganists looking for jobs. 

Thief broke into Warner Bros. ex- 
change and out of 2,000,000 feet of 
film to pick from, took only one 
short—T Love Mountain Music.’ 
How he intends using the film with- 
out sound equipment has the police 
worried. 

Exhibs from Colorado and S. D. 
on the row the past week: J. J. 
Goodstein, Pueblo, Colo.; Kenneth 
Powell, Wray, Colo.; M. C. Kellogg, 
Lead, S. D.; Jack Davis, Hugo, 
Colo.; Fred Lind, Steamboat, Colo.; 
and Dave Hess, Buena Vista, Colo. 

Phyllis Kennedy and Betty Lind, 
two members of the line in the Fan- 
chon & Marco unit at the Orpheum, 
suffered injuries in one of the rou- 
tine falls in last week’s show. Miss 
Kennedy suffered a broken bone at 
the base of the spine, while Miss 
Lindy tore a ligament in her knee. 
Both were removed to St. Joseph's 
hospital. 





booker, 





Mexico City 


By D. L. Grahame 





Plenty cold; run on hock shops 
to redeem topcoats and furs. 

Planes and express buses have cut 
travel time between here and Hous- 
ton, Tex., to 14 hours. 

Lid clamped on gambling in Te- 
huacan, Puebla state, health retreat 
of President Rodriguez and Gen. 
Calles. 

American tourists pouring in by 
train and boatloads; government es- 
timates 40% increase in U.S. visitors 
over last year. 

Some first line cinemas have 
slashed prices to level, which in- 
cludes special and temporary fede- 
ral tax for benefit-of cyclone vic- 
tims in Tampico and other com- 
munities. 

Radio cultural broadcasts pacify 
convicts and make jailers’ work 
easier, says federal attorney gen- 
eral in announcing that more Mex- 
ican jails are being equipped with 
receiving sets. 

Buster Keaton saved from death 
by being dragged out of a small vol- 
cano into which he fell while hunt- 
ing alone near Mexicali. Two Mex- 
icans heard his yells and pulled him 
out with clothes singed by sulphur. 


Chicago 


J. C. Stein wrestling with a cold. 
Irene Renee touched with the 





u. 

Milo Bennett preparing a volume 
of poetry. 

Barney and John Balaban roam- 
ing the state, 

Mort Singer hopped the Century 
for New York. 

Dell Chain and Ear] Bronson do- 
ing a two-act again. 

Same Roberts talking of doing an 
‘Abraham Lincoln’ unit. 

Frank Dare turning his attention 
from football to hockey. 

Joe Stout celebrating his three 
months’ wedding anniversary. 

Donna Parker taking Jim Kemper 
to New York for a screen test. 

Dave Balaban explaining a bumped 
beezer by telling about garage 
doors in the dark. 

Lester Bryant and Edna Hibbard 
back to town, with Bryant figuring 
a World’s Fair unit tour. 

E. S. Hartman sitting up nights 
thinking up new ways to instruct 
the in-and-out beer taverns what 
ASCAP means. 

Joe Cherniavsky so enthusiastic 
about that Russian Rhapsody over- 
ture he practically lived in his Russ 
costume all week. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 








First severe cold of winter hurt 
show business plenty. 

University of Minnesota Singers 
offered ‘Desert Song’ at campus au- 
ditorium. 

Arnold Hirsch here as company 
manager with ‘Midway Nights’ at 
Orpheum. 

Once a vaudeville tango dancer, 
Clarence Francisco ig now a chim- 
ney sweep here. 

Every day at noon A. Janssen, 
manager of Publix loop house, Aster, 
feeds peanuts to the pigeons on 
Sixth street. 

Newspaper amusement advertis- 
ing mounting with theatres using 
more space and numerous night 
clubs represented. 

Bennie Berger, chain theatre own- 
er and member of Allied States’ 
resolutions committee, back from 
another industry code conference in 
Washington. 

Minnesota-Northwestern football 
pictures rushed here by special 
plane from Chicago in time to be 
shown on local screens evening of 
day of game. 

Drawing card of 8,000 in munici- 
pal auditorium, Gen. Hugh Johnson, 
speaking on NRA to deadhead audi- 
ence, was plenty of opposition for 
show houses, 

Bob La Piner, Publix personnel 
manager, red-hot football fan, was 
among 1,000 local rooters who trav- 
eled 1,00 miles to Ann Arbor to see 
Michigan-Minnesota gridiron bat- 
tle. 

With sanction of John J. Friedl, 
division manager, John Branton and 
Bob La Piner of Publix were hosts 
to 65 nuns from Twin City acade- 
mies at a private screening of ‘Cra- 
dle Song.’ 

Billy Rose’s new Club Fiji, local 
night spot with ‘native huts’ and 
tropical music and floor show, bids 
public in newspaper ads to ‘go can- 
nibal.” Owner ig not the New York 
Billy Rose. 

Emil Franke, Orpheum manager, 
complains of sore neck from shaking 
head sideway to male ‘friends’ and 
strangers who wished to view Rosa- 
lie’s fan dance from wantage spot 
back stage. 

Ted Bolnick sporting new auto- 
mobile because old one was smashed 
in collision with street car. Ted 








but feel 


escaped physical injuries, 


ings were badly hurt because he 
didn’t have insurance. 
Alex F. (‘Casey’) Jones, Journal 


city editor, himself writing feature 
stories on trial of Roger Tuohy, etc., 
charged with kidnapping of William 
Hamm, Publix Northwest circuit re- 
ceiver and owner of numerous the- 
atre properties. 

Here for several lectures, Elmer 
Rice told newspaper reporters that 
‘the little theatre is the greatest 
hope for continuance of interest in 
the drama, and the future of stock 
companies lies principally in the lit- 
tle community theatre movement,’ 





Indianapolis 


By Bill Kiley 





Lee Mason out of hospital. 

Jack Flex’s bulldogs are named 
‘Punch’ and ‘Judy.’ 

Tom Devine has booked ‘Streets 
of Paris’ for the Indiana ballroom. 

Charlie Olson in Chicago lining 
up 4 or 5 unit shows for the Lyric. 

Night clubs springing up like 
mushrooms with four opening the 
same night. 

Ted Nicholas had the Governor 
and Mayor sign the Loew birthday 
scroll for Marie Dressler. 

Fran Royse, formerly manager of 
the Trees, is opening the Royale 
Supper Club at Fountain Square. 

Elsie Carpenter, money changer 
at the Circle, entered the temple to 
become Mrs. Motorcycle Cop Hud- 
son. 

Walter Whitworth, dramatic ed. 
of the News, wears a bear overcoat 
but leaves his head unprotected as 
he strolls in the snow. 

Walter Hickman, crick of the 
Times took John Charles Thomas 
to see the sgreening of the Max 
Baer ‘Prizefighter and the Lady.’ 

Exhibitors at the Northwest 
Beauty and Trade show credit the 
new trend in feminine hairdress to 
Mae West; the West coiffure with 
curls and cuffs all the rage, 

Hesitation of Freda Lapp, cashier, 
in complying with the demands of 
two armed bandits to hand over the 
receipts saved the Cozy theatre, 
local nabe, from a hold-up, although 
one of the bandits seized her purse. 


San Francisco 


By Harold Bock 








Bill Pine back to Hollywood. 

Murray and Harris readying for 
a scram to China. 

Jay Brower hops to Denver to 
take a show out on the road. 

Helen Wabbe stooged for RKO by 
screaming during ‘Invisible Man.’ 

Bill Wagnon back after complet- 
ing his deal with Marco in L. A. 

Dave and Ruth Carlton back after 
two years of hoofing in the East. 

After two weeks at Carmel, Jimmy 
Cagney heading back to the WB lot. 

Bob Collier and Charlie Caballero 
looking after Marco’s interest in the 
Orph. 

Charlie Leonard has knocked out 
a new play and is working on an- 
other. 

Mel Hertz has organist’s chair at 
the Fox, after a career at Fox El 
Capitan. 

Cigars are coming from George 
Naify, who’s pappy of a seven- 
pound boy. 

Warfield sweeping out a dressing 
room for Soph Tucker, who'll be 
there Dec. 4. 

Cliff Work back at exercise and 
dieting since the waist-line sneaked 
up on him again. 

Milton Arthur expected over the 
weekend to o.0. new policy at 
Marco’s Orpheum. 

Henry Tocchini, Martinez; Nick 
Turner, Stockton; Barney Gurnette, 
Tulare, on film row. 

Willi King will use two bands, one 
his brother Hermie’s, when his new 
cafe opens next month. 

Jake Ehrlich, the theatrical] bar- 
rister, was at the train to meet Sally 
Rand when she arrived. 

That pee-wee stage in Lew Ser- 
bin’s dance shoe store still the pride 


jand joy of his existence. 


Wife of Ronald Smith of KJBS 
charged him with preferring his 
radio work, so divorced him. 

George Reosch back in town from 
an auto tour of the country and 
may return to Fox-West Coast. 

Pic Smith, sax at EF) Capitan, has 
the band at the Diana, old Barbary 
Coast cafe, reopened this week. 
Floor show, too. 

Bulb squeezers on the dailies were 
disappointed after snapping pix of 
Sally Rand to discover that the fan 
is quicker than the eye. 

Sandra Show in town to visit all- 
ing grandmother denied forthcom- 


ing marriage to Gary, Cooper be- 
tween flashes of her diamond soli- 
taire 

Following personal for Fox the 


Pickens Sisters are doing five pro- 
grams at NBC this week, pair of 
commercials for Humboldt beer on 
Tim and Irene’s Show, and three 
sustainings including a transcontin- 
ental with Meredith Willson’s or- 
chestra. 
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By Happy Benway 
Ethel Clouds rounding out another 
|} year of bed sieging. 
| Local night clubs fighting each 
|other with plenty of talent. 
James Marshall of the dramatic 
field is a new arrival at the lodge. 
Mannie Lowc y, Rudy Vallee’s ex- 
fiddler, doing big healthful things 
up here. 


Are you writing to those that you 
know in Saranac and elsewhere that 
are sick? 

Nellie Queally, one of the strictly 
bed girls, is anticipating a new sct 
of molars. 

Marya Blake left the lodge for a 
siege of observation at French hos- 
pital, New York. 

Dr. Warriner Woodruff, chief cut- 
ter here, went and done it in Detroit. 
It’s now Dr. and Mrs. Woodruff. 

Archie Goulet (Prevost and Gou- 
let), after a month's siege in bed 
now getting up to buck a mess of 
exercise. 

Dr. Dworkin, NVA house medi. 4, 
is packing a wollop of medicoin:z. 
He is at the call of the patients 24 
hours daily. 


Jack Nicoll, who has been « the 
New York hospital under obs va- 
tion, is expected back here ;:. the 
lodge for a build-up. 

Tommy Vicks, curer, wea + of 
clothes, flasher of nice ha and 
spats, still holds the top posii.on of 
the comeback kid of the san. 

Eddie Casey, producer delux, »o- 
turned from a New York yarecsh, 
Still handing out cigars cele rating 
the arrival of that little Cas heir, 

Guy H. Phillips, I. A. T. S. boy 
from Hoosick Falls, N. Y., ji... over 


a mess of medicoing, now })4.k on 


the job p. o.ing between st: ° jobs. 

Rudy Hoff and band of -ix mu- 
sickers is an added attracti: t the 
local showshop on Sundays, )"':vin-s 
in conjunction with the ore-day 


vaudeville, : 
Alice Carman, moved ou: of t's 
infirmary department, now sporti): 


around a mess of exerctse \ ith nica 
improvement via the Dr. ilunioon 
treatments. 

The san’s pre-straw vote for New 
York mayor was: LaGueér.iis. eigit 
votes (there are cight Italians in 


the san); O’Brien, four; Mckee, }". 
Ben Schaffer voted 11 time. 


First batch of RKO vwaucd»> hit 1] :« 
cal showshop here enroute to on « 
nighters. Draper an (rille: , 
Knowles and Hurst, Paha and Div 
Revue and Billy Randa:i and ¢ 
were on the first frolic Bill gt 
over with the natives on the o » 
side, 

Dr. Edgar Mayer, mec’ 6 in chi * 
of the NVA san, has beon : hot ip 
the ladder of fame via °°, « >poini - 
ment as professor at the Corne'l 
Medical Center, New York. LD. 
Mayer has been assignod ‘0 ‘his p:- 
sition for two months, : nd durii ;: 
that time he will visit le San en 
weekends to see that a!! is «ke, 

Monthly passing show: Dr. Lear!) 
next in line as an addew «air med - 
co. Fred ‘Bones’ Bachm 1 smi - 
ing again. Now under the «1» lamp, 
he thinks he is under : 1 otlight. 


Chris Hagedorn back fm bed \ ia that 
setback thing. Wally Herron, stir 
halfback of Georgetown Universit , 
is a Saranacer and well known i.1 


amateur theatricals here. (‘ «rge 
Harmon gives notice to his 
gags out of this column. ee: | 
Milton Berle. Tommy Vi ‘anny 
Murphy and Muray Wes have 
joined the nose trouble c) iv. We 
are out of the red and fn the whites, 


12 inches of snow. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 








Fritz Kreisler drew 3,200 to Pu )- 
lic Music Hall, 

Alex Cutler plotting first R:' s- 
sian nitery here. 

Ben Bernie slated to reopen Cie 
ter’s Rainbow Room in December. 

Ripley’s ‘Believe It or Not’ exe 
hibit at old Higbee store for we '< 

Kenyon Nicholson here rehearsiiig¢ 
Chicago company of his ‘Sailor P:- 
ware.’ 

Phil Selznick wiring Moe Murray, 
offering her a grand per week for 
his nitery. 

Katherine Wick Kelly back frvui 
New York for lead in Play Hous:'s 
‘Mad Hopes.’ 

Old Guardian branch bank be- 
ing turned into Alt Heidelberg bcer 
garden by Eddie Reinhert. 


‘Pinkey’ Hunter quitting Km 
Gill’s band as crooner to form own 
band. Initiates it at Lotus Dec. L 


Town's society leaders organiz- 
ing litte theatre group of own, with 


millionaires’ sons glad to play butler 
roles. 

Jan Carlson, local bandmaster, 
dashed off and surprised town by 


marrying Edna Kassouf (non-pro) 
Nov. 14. 

Marvin Walker, former actor, 
turning himself into ballroom dance 
team with Virginia Cunningham as 


partner. 

Promoters of ‘Streets of Pari3’ 
budgeting $70,000 for cost of stag- 
ing exposition at Public Hall in 
December. 

Windsor French, columnist, and 
Gilda Gray’s husband going into @ 
huddle since finding they're rela- 
tives by marriage. 

Howard Inches taking over Ohio 





(Continued on page 62) 
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(Continued from page 61) 


Drama League from W. Ball 
Ben Truesdale after latter got mixec 
up on booking dates. 
Louie Bleet, co-owner 
sive Mounds Club, skipping 


Miami’s Fleetwood hotel. 


Undiscouraged by flop of her first 
Gwen 
Wagner making come-back with re- 


play, ‘Tarnished Swords,’ 


vival of ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin.’ 


} 
ana | 
i 


of exclu- 
down 
to Florida to open a roof garden on 


Lincoln 


l By Barney Oldfield 


Hal 
tricks. 

Harry Borden and Arlene Wagner 
married, 

Bicycle craze dead with the first 
cold wind. 

George Monroe off to Hot Springs, 


faig teaching his pooch card 


When surgeons got’ through Ark. for his health. 
patching Harry Levine, nitery own- eis aan ae 
er, after auto smash-up, even his Bunny Snyder married a sax 


best friends didn’t recognize him. 


Richard Jones and Fred Kohler, 
yardens 
into a Saturday nighg club after dis- 
covering it’s only a week-end town. 

Big-time official went to town in 


Jr., turning their Rainbow 


local night den, walked into wash- 
room, started taking off clothes and 
shouted, ‘Porter, where’s my berth” 

Competish among burly spots get- 
ting so keen that Irons & Flannigan 
are enlarging their Terminal, in- 
stalling runway and moving their 
troupe down to Roxy during inter- 
val. 

Swankiest new nitery in burg will 
be Howard Kohn’s Avalon Club, 
which will have glass-spun wall- 
paper, three balconies with bars, 
and buffet service on each floor, 


sin 


By H. L. Monk 








Spyros Skouras in town. 

The Bill Bentleys proud parents 
of a baby girl. 

Eddie Peabody in for four weeks 
8s m.c. at St. Louis. 

Variety Club almost ready to 
move into its new home. 

Jeff Bernie, brother of the Old 
Maestro, looking things over. 

Max Plessner to Columbia for 
annual Missouri U. homecoming 
week. 

Donald Novis’ engagement at the 
St. Louis his second local date in 
four months. 

Ruth Miller, dance producer at 
the Ambassador, off to New York 
for squint at the new shows. 

Harry Niemeyer, Sr., ‘Post-Dis- | 
patch’ film and drama critic, back 
from two weeks on Broadway. 

Phil Shapiro leaving soon for 
seven-week boat trip to South 
America. Will be on water 36 
days, 

Al Zimbalist received two $50 
checks from the Warner Club fol- 
fowing his recent marriage. Both 
he and wife are members. 


By Archie J. Baley 





Brandeis opened its gallery for 
"Strike Me Pink.’ 

Paul Spor master of ceremonies 
for Eastern Star’s fall festival. 

George Brandeis’ entries making 


their mark in the horse show 
events, 
Bob ‘Steamboat’ Fulton, Swan 


theatre Columbus, beefing with the 
gang at the World. 

Community Playhouse casting for 
its January show, with the Decem- 
ber number still in rehearsal. 

Cal Bard making Lincoln his 
headquarters, while George Monroe, 
Jv., rests at Excelsior Springs. 

_ According to Tom Knapp, welfare 
inspector, city’s night life climbing 
from chicken hut class to dine-and- 
dance level, 

_ Director Szold, Playhouse, and 
Mrs. went society to entertain on 
opening of ‘June Moon.’ Calendar 
included dinner before show, sup- 
per after, 
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player in Don Tranger’s band. 


Harry Foster Welch had a big 
time here kidding the Pi Phis. 


Ned Nichols raided two orks 
about town to get his new band. 
Jack Crawford calls himself 


‘America’s overstuffed ork leader.’ 
3ob Livingston flies everywhere 
to book his shows for the Lincoln. 

Four Albee sisters and _ their 
mother injured in an auto accident. 

Clarence McClurg out of town 
hauling the Rayburn girls to Okla. 
City. 

Eddie Jungbluth and Joyce Ayres 
have gone musiker on a partnership 
basis. 

Joe Christy tried a week to find a 
necktie red enough to match his 
underwear. 

George Monroe spent a full day in 
Omaha listening to his partner, Cal 
Bard, tell ’em about how he and 
Sol wrote the code at the indie ex- 
hibs’ meeting. 

Mary Graham Minor was called 
from line duties in the ‘Keep Mov- 
ing’ chorus to attend her brother’s 
funeral in K. C. She may not re- 
turn to the show. 

Pauli Cholet says he’s going to 
change the name of his ‘Keep Mov- 
ing Revue’ to ‘Keep Marrying,’ since 
there have been six knots tied since 
the show’s been out, and another's 
in the offing. 





‘Hoopla,’ Buddy Rogers 
In Person, Detroit’s 
Best with $26,000 


Detroit, Nov. 20. 
Fox has the outstanding attrac- 





tion this week offering ‘Hoopla’ 
and Buddy Rogers and band on 
stage. The Michigan offers ‘Ever in 


My Heart’ on screen and ‘Memory 
Lane’ unit on stage. The Fox has 
been helped plenty with the recent 
pocling arrangement and is now in 
the consistent black ink class, while 
the Michigan is doing a so-so in and 
out biz. These two houses have 
reversed their standing in impor- 
tance. 

Downtown gets a second run of 
‘Only Yesterday,’ and operating on 
a low nut basis this one will un- 
doubtedly make lotsa bucks for the 


operation. The State closed a two 
weeks’ engagement of ‘Footlight 


Parade,’ and is current with ‘Duck 
Soup,’ that is getting the usual Four 
Marx Bros. reception. The United 
Artists follows a two-week engage- 
ment of ‘Henry VIII,’ with ‘Chris- 
topher Bean,’ while the Fisher of- 
fers ‘College Coach.’ 

Last week the Fox, with ‘Only 
Yesterday,’ and stage show led the 
town with a nice $18,000, while the 
Michigan slipped again with ‘The 
Prize Fighter and the Lady’ for a 
mild $15,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (P-D) (4,045; 15-25-35- 


40-55)—‘Ever in My Heart (WB) 
and stage show. Looks like about 
$17,000, fair. Last week ‘Prize 


Fighter and Lady (MGM) and stage 
show weak $15,000. 

Fox (Inde-RKO) (5,100; 15-25- 
35-40-55) — ‘Hoopla’ (Fox) and 
Buddy Rogers in person.* Headed 
for smash $26,000. Last week ‘Only 
| Yesterday’ (U) went for a good 
1 $18,000. 
| United Artists (P-D) (2,018; 15- 
| 25-85-40-55) — ‘Christopher Bean’ 
| (MG). Worth around $11,000, oke. 
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“| DOROTHEA ANTEL 
226 W. 72d St.. New York City 
My New Assortment of GREETING 
CARDS Is Now Ready. 21 Beantifal 
CARDS and FOLDERS. Boxed, Post- 

paid, for 


One Dollar 














Last week ‘Henry VII’ (UA) in it’s 


second week mild $4,500. 
State (P-D) (3,000; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Duck Soup’ (Par). Marx 


Bros. should cop fancy $20,000. Last 
week ‘Footlight Parade (WB) in 
it’s second week mild $5,000. 


Downtown (Inde-RKO) (2,750; 


, | 15-25-35-40)—‘Only Yesterday (U). 


Looks to $5,000, fair. Last week 
‘Midshipman Jack’ (RKO) and 
‘Worst Woman in Paris’ (Fox) split 
mild $3,500. 

Fisher (P-D) (2,665; 15-25-35-40) 
—College Coach’ (WB) and stock. 
Estimated at $4,500, poor. Last 
week ‘Kennel Murder Case’ (WB) 











and stock mild $5,000. 














ZH. MERE ER 


INSTITPDUTION 


INTERNATIONALS 


eshoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESH 


nes ee arg <a a 





OP—i1552 BROADWAY 


VARIETY 


| BALTIMORE 


(Continued from page 11) 


| Carney 


locale pix never rated here. 
| Best hoped for, $3,206, indifferent. 
|Last week ‘Berkeley Squre’ (Fox) 
|with Leslie Howard accountable, 
the works at $4,600, hey-hey. 


Stanley (Loew-UA) (3,450; 25-35- 
40-55-65) ‘The World Changes’ 
(FN) and Jack Benny’s unit on 
stage. Muni has class following here 
that’s counting heavily. Benny, fav 
m.c., returns to ether-minded town 
with shining radio rep to be royally 
welcomed for $19,000, cheers. Last 
week ‘Female’ (WB), carried by Ted 
Lewis’ revue, went to town for fine 
’n’ dandy $18,500. 


Calloway Inducts 
Proctor’s, Newark, 
Wow 186, ‘B’way’ 136 


Newark, Noy. 20. 

They're all at Proctor’s this week, 
where Cab Calloway is introducing 
the new vode policy. At the in- 
creased scale he should pull a great 
$18,000. Loew’s is doing all right 
with ‘Broadway Thru a Keyhole,’ 
but nothing big. Chevalier is doing 
a brodie at the Newark. ‘Only Yes- 
terday’ is getting by okay at the 
Branford. 
The Little has folded, due prob- 
ably more to lack of product than 
business, and the Broad, with noth- 
ing to book, is dark this week. Both 
legits did mild business last week. 

Estimates for This Week 
Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65), 
‘Only Yesterday’ (U). Despite some 
bad press, film should draw and 
pull this house over $9,000. Last 
week ‘World Changes’ (FN) fair 
enough at $8,900. 
Capitol (WB) (15-25-35-50), ‘Night 
Flight’ (MG) and ‘My Woman’ (Col). 
Weak bill should be helped by the 
end of the deadly low prices next 
door at Proctor’s. They won’t have 
Cab Calloway all the time and this 
house should soon return to its own. 
This time maybe $4,400. Last week 
‘Torch Singer’ (Par) and ‘Deluge’ 
(U) mild at $4,100, 
Loew’s State (2,780; 15-75), 
‘Broadway Thru a Keyhole’ (UA) 
and vode. Well liked and should 
easily beat an average $13,000. Last 
week ‘Meét the Baron’ (MG) $12,500. 
Newark (Adams-Par) (2,248; 15- 
99), ‘Way to Love’ (Par) and vode. 
Chevalier flopping, but Ned Way- 
burn’s Revue on stage may bring it 
up to a weak $9,000. Last week 
‘Tillie and Gus’ (Par) very bad at 
$6,000. 
Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300; 25-35-40- 
55-60-75-85), ‘After Tonight’ (RKO) 
and vode. Cab Calloway on stage 
sweeping everything and with five 
shows and greatly raised scale 
should easily reach a grand $18,000. 
Had to stop selling Sat. nite. Last 
week ‘Berkeley Square’ (Fox) and 
‘Rafter Romance’ (RKO) with no 
vode on eight days did a fine $8,900. 
Terminal (Skouras) (1,900; 15-25- 
35-40), ‘Above the Clouds’ (Col) and 
‘Worst Woman in Paris’ (Fox); and 
‘Olsen’s Big Moment’ (Fox) and 
‘Fury of Jungle’ (RKO), split. New 
policy and lowered prices with 35c 
top hoped to mean something. May- 
be $3,800 this week. Last week 
‘Aggie Appleby’ (RKO) and ‘Mad 
Game’ (Fox) at old scale okay at 


$4,000. 
SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 11) 


tured’ (WB) former responsible for 
$4,100. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,400; 
25-40), ‘Blonde Bombshell’ (MG) 
looks good for $7,500, very sporty. 
Last week ‘My Weakness’ (Fox) 
liked but up hill work to introduce 
new star, fair $5,600. 

Liberty (JvH) (1,900; 10-25), ‘Po- 
lice Car 17’ (Mono) and ‘Avalanche’ 
(Mono), dual, indicated $4,500, very 
nice. Last week ‘The Lost Trail’ 
(Fox) and ‘The Avenger’ (Mono), 
dual, big $4,700. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (1,480; 20- 
40), ‘Worst Woman in Paris’ (Fox), 
30-piece band and stage presenta- 
tion, with 60-piece orchestra Sun- 
day concert, helping for anticipated 
2,500. Last week ‘There Goes the 
Bride’ (Brit.-Gau.) slowed to $1,700 
for six days. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35), ‘Footlight Parade’ (WB) in 
third week, expected $3,700. Last 
week, same film great for wonder- 
ful $6,000. This one caught on all 
the way. 

Orpheum (Oldknow) (2,700; 
35), ‘Headline Hunters’ (RKO) with 
vaude headed by June Purcell, radio 
name, indicated $5,500, so-so. Last 
week ‘Tillie and Gus’ (Par) with 
vaude, dropped for ordinary $6,000. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106: 
25-75), ‘Meet the Baron’ (MG) looks 
like $5,000, encouraging. Last week 
‘I'm No Angel’ (Par), third week, 
held okay except closing two days, 








95 
“o- 





$4,000. Good. 

Rex (Hamrick) (1,400; 15-25), 
‘Deluge’ (RKO). Disappointed at 
$1,500. . Last week ‘Forgotten Men’ 
(Jewel) good $3,500. 

Roxy (J-vH) (2,300; 25-35), ‘My 
Woman’ (Col) but vaude gets head- 
line space in the ads, five Pantages 
acts, expected to draw fair $5,500. 
Last week ‘Above the Clouds’ (Col) 
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EMIL E. SHAUER 

Emil Shauer, 67, one of the found- 
ers of 
many years a leading executive in 
film business, died suddenly Thurs- 
day (18) morning. 

Story with greater detail in an- 
other section. 

JOHN HENNINGS 

John Hennings, on the stage 
since he was six years old, shot 
himself to death by the stage door 
of the Orpheum theatre, St. Joseph, 
Mo., Nov. 8. 
He had played with many not- 
able stars and achieved consider- 
able success in the London Hippo- 
drome just before the war. Fol- 
lowing the armistice he devoted 
several months to the entertain- 
ment of the soldiers in the British 
convalescent camps. He tried the 
pictures briefly, but missed the ap- 
plause, playing in only one Richard 
Talmadge production. 
About three years ago he suf- 
fered a breakdown and since then 
has been giving dancing lessons as 
a partial means of support.” It is 
believed that homesickness for stage 
work led him to take his life. 








WILL P. CONLEY 

Will P. Conley, 72, died in New 
York Nov. 138. He had been in 
vaudeville for more than half a cen- 
tury with his wife, the late Lena 
Thiele Conley, and later with Ward 
and Tanack. 

He was prominent in vaudeville 
organizations and was executive 


IN LOVING MEMORY OF OUR 
DEAR DEPARTED 


MOTHER 


SARAH MORETTE 


Who Died Nov. 20, 1928 


Her Two Daughters 
Anna and Lillian Morette 





secretary of the White Rats. He 
managed many road shows and dur- 
ing the World War was overseas 
with the K. of C. entertainment 
bureau. 

He is survived by two sons, Wil- 
liam P. Jr., and John J. Conley. 
Interment at Millbrook, N. Y. 





HARRY KNAPP 
Harry Knapp, 72, dramatic critic 
of the Philadelphia Inquirer for 41 
years, and chairman of the Penn- 
sylvania board of censors for 12 
years, died in Pasadena, California, 
Saturday (18) from a throat infec- 
tion. He had been in California 
since giving up the censor job two 
years ago. 
Knapp used the name of ‘Call 
Boy’ on the Enquirer, which kept 
him on its payroll until the time of 
death. 
Prior to his newspaper work, 
Knapp was a member of the Wilbur 
Opera Company. 
A widow survives him 





J. D. RAINWATER 
J. D. Rainwater, foreman of the 
Miller 101 ranch, died recently in 
the Soldiers’ Home in St. Louis, 
where he had been ill for several 
months. Rainwater, well known to 
showmen through the 101 show, was 
foreman for Col. Geo. W. Miller 63 
years ago, when the Miller ranch 
was at Newtonia, Mo., and passed 
on to the employ of Col. Zack Miller 
when the latter took over command. 





WILLIAM E. GREENOUGH 
William Edward Greenough, 61, 
Boston Herald dramatic critic, died 
Nov. 13 at his home in the Back 
Bay section, Boston, after a long 
illness. 
30rn in Calais, Me., he studied 
at Harvard and became member of 
Boston Transcript editorial staff. 
3ecame dramatic critic for that pa- 
per. From there he went to Herald. 
Widow and brother survive. 





ROBERT RALSTON 

Robert Ralston, 78, died in New 
York Nov. 13. He was a midget 
comedian at one time of the vaude- 
and Ralston, 
but better known for his work in 
farce comedy and in burlesque. 

Interment in the Actors’ Fund 





with vaude, good enough, $5,900. 
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OBITUARTES 


HENRY A. STAAB 

Henry A. Staab, 58, former sec. 
retary of the Winconsin M.P.T.O.A, 
died at Milwaukee following a long 
illness. In addition to his theatri- 
eal activities, Mr. Staab was 3g 
member of the state assembly for 
two terms beginning in 1925. Ruria? 
at Milwaukee. 


EDW. F. COGLEY 

hdw. F. Cogley, 72, died at Council! 
Bluffs, Iowa Nov. 12. He was a star 
in ‘Ole Olson’ in the early nineittes 
and later teamed with W. E. Brook 
of Omaha in writing several popular 
songs. He was a native of Council 
Bluffs. 

GEORGE TRUMBELL 

George Trumbell, 47, manager of 
the Colorado Theatre, Denver, died 
in that city Sunday (19). He was 
formerly part owner of Jackson 
Park theatre, Chicago. 





WILLIAM MILLKAN 
William Millkan, 78, retired 
vaudeville comedian, was murdered 
at Lassiter’s Mill, N. C., Nov. 9 
Details are given in the vaudeville 
pages. 


HAL BURNEY 
Hal Burney (Harold Burmeister), 
33, vaude, screen and radio per- 
former, died in Eureka, Calif, Nov, 
11, while playing a theatre there, 
Interment in San Francisco, 


SIGMUNT MULLER 


Sigmunt Miller, conductor of 
municipal railway band in Sar 
Francisco and vet member of 


musicians’ unioh, dicd in San Fran- 
cisco Nov. 10. 

Mother, 51, of Yola d’Avril, act- 
ress, and Jack Vernon, writer, died 
Friday (17) in her Hollywood home 
Children are her only survivors, 


‘Afternoon’ Ends 
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no difference in the show’s grosses 
despite the picture’s release, but 
when the new season’s successes 
started coming in ‘Afternoon’ 
dropped steadily. 

When it was decided to try the 
road notice was given to 13 people 
in the show, consisting of bit play«- 
ers and extras, total number of per- 
sons engaged being 23. New pere« 
sonnel plan was found to be ime» 
practical and six were re-engaged. 
Among the players let out were 
several who had been paid about 
$20 weekly, but were boosted to $40 
when the legit code established that 
minimum salary. Others getting 
less than $20 were raised to $25, 
management explaining those play- 
ers had less than two years’ experi« 
ence, that minimum being per- 
mitted by the code for inexperi-« 
enced people. 

‘Afternoon’s’ average weekly gross 
was about $6,500 which, because of 
the low cost of operation, provided 
a profit of over $2,000 weekly. 
Highest gross was around $10,500. 
Show opened Monday (20) at Jacke 
son Heights, a New York neighbor- 
hood house. It plays Newark next 
week at $1.65, then going to Boston 
at $2.20. Show is routed in other 
Eastern stands and is due in Chi« 
cago in April. 


Literati 


(Continued from page 51) 
newly-published ‘The Case of Col« 








onel Marchand,’ is really Edith 
Caroline Rivett. 
Sawdust and side-whiskers will 


be featured at the costume ball of 
the Artists and Authors Dinner 
Club at Webster Hall Dec. 15. 
ieoffrey Harwood's latest tome, 
‘Flagons at New Year’s,’ will be 
rushed through the presses by Al- 
fred Hi. King. Title explains why. 
Whit Burnett may go to live in 
the country for the winter. Seeks 
quiet. New York again for the 
summer when the lads are out of 
town. 

Padraic Colum in from Europe 
and with much to show for his ab- 


sence. Included are half of a new 
novel, a long poem, some _ short 
poetry and a play. 

Jack Conroy, whose _ autobios 
graphical first novel, ‘The Disin- 
herited,’ is getting rave reviews, 
started life as a coal miner. Con- 


roy also editor of ‘The Anvil,’ a bi- 
monthly. 
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Chicage Expo Switches 
Impend; Event Grosses 
$34,000,000 for *33 


Chicago, Nov. 290. 

Several changes pending in the 
Fair for next year, not only in per- 
sonnel but in concessions. Several 
buildings are on their way down, 
due to running in losses this year. 

Much talk about stricter blue 
laws for the concessions next year 
to eliminate the strippers and cooch 
shows, but looks like so much talk. 

Concessionaires are talking appli- 
cations but are all asking for lower 
terms which are likely due to low- 
ered estimates for 1934 attendance. 
With the attendance for the 1933 
Fair at 23,000,000, it is figured that 
the 1934 patronage will be about 
one-half that number, and with the 
1934 patronage a cheaper mob than 
currently. 

Estimated reports on the 1933 Fair 
had the net profit at $6,861,888.22. 
Total currency handled by the fair 
figured at $34,744,165.25, just $8,- 
658,387.51 being gate receipts while 


Understood that the total invest- 
ment in the Fair was $38,699,476.77. 
With the 1934 editton it is expected 
that the Chicago Fair will be the 
first exposition ever to pay off. 


BRIDGEPORT STRIP OUT: 
HOUSE LOSES LICENSE 


Bridgeport, Nov. 20. 

Bridgeport went burleskless Sat- 
urday night when police stepped in 
at the Park, Connecticut key of Max 
Wilner's (Irving Place, New York) 
circuit, and handed Manager James 
T. Kane a notice that the house li- 
cense had been revoked. 

Complaints from a number of 
groups, particularly religious or- 
ganizations, did it. Theatre, long 
closed, reopened with burlesque two 
months ago and has been reaping 
a harvest ata 99c top. Shows, tame 
enough the first few weeks, went 
liberal about the time Sidney Le- 
vine, New York's new commissioner 
of licenses, started his anti-strip 
drive. 

Acting under order of Superinten- 
dent of Police Charles A. Wheeler, 
Sergeants Joseph T. Coughlin (cen- 
sor) and William Wolfe let last 
week’s show, ‘Town Scandals,’ play 
the full performance Saturday, but 
advised Manager Kane that that 
would be the end. Kane today (20) 
began returning advance sale cash 
for this week's scheduled offering, 
‘Dancing Devils.’ 

Wilner had been planning to 
round out a burlesk wheel in the 
state, with Hartford following 
Bridgeport. Understood test case 
may be tried to see what's what in 
this city. 


Zack Terrell’s Circus 


Chicago, Nov. 20. 

Zach Terrell is coming back to 
the outdoors biz with a new circus, 
as yet unnamed, to open in Chicago 
at the Coliseum or Stadium. Ter- 
rell has located offices here and has 
a.ceady lined up several spectacle 
acts, particularly equine. 

Reported that two possible part- 
ners in the deal are Bert Bowers, 
one-time part owner of the Ameri- 
ean Circus corporation, and Tom 
Mix. Latter particular has been 
known to want his own show. 


Columbus Burley Holds 
On as Only Flesh Show 


Coulmbus, Nov. 20. 
The Lyceum, rebuilt this year fol- 
lowing fire, and having gone through 
a successful all-summer run of bur- 
lesque stock for the first time in its 
history, is now on the semi-wheel 
basis and doing well. 
Only flesh venture in town that 
seems able to stay out of the red. 


MORE FREE SHOWS 


Des Moines, Nov. 20. 
The State Fair Managers’ asso- 
ciation will meet here on Dec. 13 to 
discuss fair problems of 1934. 
Likely that the free attraction end 
will be given more consideration 
for 1934. 


Kinkers Collect Claims 
Asheville, N. C., Nov. 20. 

Performers with Col. Jack King’s 
rodeo sued the outfit here for $200 
back salaries and attached the 
show. Attachment vacated when 
claims were settled, and show con- 
tinued to Spartanburg. 











OUTDOOR CODES 


Washington Will Take Up Parks 
and Circuses Next Month 


Washington, Nov. 20. 

Codes for the ‘amusement parks, 
pools and beaches’ and the circus 
industries will be taken up by the 
NRA some time in December, prac- 
tically completing the job of bring- 
ing amusement enterprises of all 
sorts under paternal care of Uncle 
Sam. 

The pools-parks-beaches compact 
is being revised to meet objections 
to preliminary proposals and formal] 
submission is expected within the 
next week or ten days, while as- 
surance has been given the circus 
agreement will be submitted about 
the first of December. 

Conclusion of negotiations on 
these two codes will mark comple- 
tion of efforts to bring all amuse- 
ments under the NRA aegis, al- 
though professional sports still are 
outside the fold. 


BURLEY PLAYERS FREE 
ON OWN TESTIMONY 


San Francisco, Nov. 20. 

A jury of 12 women decided that 
strip dances, grinds and proscen- 
ium bumps are art, and not inde- 
cency, freeing Allen and King and 
his burley troupe at the Moulin 
Rouge, Oakland, last week. 

Phyllis Lane, Dorothy Shannon 
and Millie de Vore testified that 
their dances were art, and Jack 
Romig, Robert Clark and Hermie 
Rose swore that their gags were 
clean. 

King and Starr Duell, house man- 
ager, also took the oath of purity, 
and jury believed ’em. 

Stars of the trial were a pair of 
husky Oakland cops whe demon- 
strated exotic dances as gracefully 
as the gent cow on those Bull Dur- 


ham ads. 


MORTON’S CIRCUS 


Toronto, Nov. 16. 


One big-top that reputedly will 
not go into winter quarters this 
season is Bob Morton’s Circus 
which pulled into this spot from 
Camden, N. J., and will jump into 
Richmond- Va., next week before 
heading for Des Moines, Denver, 
Kansas City and other mid-western 
points. 

Show was launched under Shriner 
auspices in aid of crippled children. 
Show was held indoors at the 
Arena Gardens, first circus seen 
here in ten years. Split-week will 
hold three matinees and three night 
performances. Arena centrally lo- 
cated and business good, estimated 
gross of $7,500 for first day, at $1.50 
top. 

No entry pageant and show con- 
fined to two rings and two plat- 
forms with animal cages at south 
end. No menagerie. Approximately 
150 people with the show but lots 
of doubling evident. This has noth- 
ing whatever to do with the tempo, 
however. Show is not mammoth 
but is satisfying and is carried off 
speedily during the two-hour ses- 
sion. 

Top features are Marion Knowl- 
ton and her eight lions, one cat un- 
ruly but redeeming itself in the 
finale when it leaps upon a white 
steed for a canter as the other cats 
look on; Billy Siegrist on a tight 
wire for a back somersault as cli- 
max; the Aerial Stewarts on a 
double trapeze; the elephant and 
pony act under Capt. Scholx; the 
Falcon’s triple trapeze with jaw- 
holding finale; the liberty horses 
act; Janet May on the single tra- 
peze doing 67 wrist-overs when 
caught; the McMasters’ high-wire 
act, one male and two femmes 60 
feet above without a safety net; 
the Rooney Family in a comedy 
riding act very reminiscent of the 
Poodles Hanneford act, even to the 
top hat and moth-eaten fur coat 
worn by the comic; and the Edythe 
Siegrist flying act, this time with 
nets as one of the men does a 
double pirouette and somersault 
while blindfolded and with a bag 
taped to his waist. 

Outstanding act in audience-re- 
ception, however, was the Jansley 
Troupe, a risley act seen here often 
on the vaudeville stage. This took 
the honors for speed and showman- 
ship. Other acts on the Roman 
rings and ladders. About 30 clowns 
with Shorty Flynn as producing 
clown. A 15-piece Indian band 
under Capt. Wheelock. Show moves 
in high tempo with highlight the 
antics of local youngsters who at- 
tempt to stay on the trick mule, 
animal chasing the tossed riders 
down the tanbark and nipping them 
on the posterior as the kids flee 
and shriek in fear. 

Bob Morton owner. Dave Endy 
in as director of entire perform- 
ance. Al Waltaid and Jack Fields 
on exploitation. Jack 
as advance agent. 
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attempt to assume _ control of 
Lroadway's tickets. Shields is one 
of the three members of the NALT 
general or emergency committee 
named by Deputy Administrator Sol 
A. Rosenblatt to represent the pub- 
lic. He, with Clare Booth Brokaw, 
a magazine editor, was delegated to 
act on the ticket committee. Mrs. 
Brokaw was absent and her brother 
sat in as alternate. Third of the 
public’s representatives is William 
P. Farnsworth, an attorney and 
Rosenblatt’s assistant. 

After much discussion and ex- 
cited debate, Fred Dempsey of the 
stagehands union, a committeeman, 
declared he was opposed to giving 
one man control of tickéts.. Demp- 
sey went further, saying he would 
never vote that way. He added that 
it was unfair to rule out of business 
a group of ticket brokers obligated 
with leases and having no other 
means of earning a _ livelihood. 
There may have been others on the 
committee who were disposed to 
|; vote nay on the proposition, but 
they failed to speak up. 

Ticket men, two of whom are on 
the committee, and several others 
present, agreed to a curious propo- 
sition however. They promised the 
agencies would finance a_ policing 
system to see that the licensing 
rules were adhered to. It was de- 
clared that any broker found vio- 
lating the rules would be ruled out 
of business ‘forever’. Provisions 
agreed on may be revised, but the 
reaction on the part of the agency 
people was based on the threat of 
extinction. So they promised to ‘be 
good’. 

The ticket committee is framed 
along the lines of the general com- 
mittee: William A. Brady, chairman 
(not present) with Pemberton vice- 
cle@rman, and Lee Shubert repre- 
senting the managers; Frank Gill- 
more, Equity; George S. Kaufman, 
authors with Philip Dunning sitting 
in generally as alternate; Fred 
Dempsey, labor; and Mrs. Brokaw 
and Shields, acting for the public. 
Also added are William McBride, 
with Harry Kaufman for the larger 
agencies, and David Marks for the 
others. His alternate Morris Rosen- 
stein will probably be named as the 
latter group’s regular representa- 
tive. Dr. Henry Moskowitz is a 
member ex-officio, acting in the ab- 
sence of Brady. 


Newman Charges Up 


At Wednesday’s (15) meeting of 
the committee charges were heard 
against Leo Newman, a ticket 
broker. Here, too, it was Dempsey 
who spoke up to say the evidence 
was not conclusive. However, the 
committee put the matter over for 
further investigation. 

At that session in which Farns- 
worth made his debut, question of 
whether little theatres should come 
under the code was discussed, a sur- 
vey of that feld first to be made 
before decision. Dr. Moskowitz re- 
ported he had filed the legit code 
with the New York secretary of 
state, thereby making its provisions 
part of New York state’s laws. 

The Broadway Theatre Ticket 
Agency which was suspended from 
doing business last week, remained 
open but sold no theatre tickets for 
the week’s performance. At the 
main office tickets for hockey, foot- 
ball and fights were sold. No lim- 
itation on those types of amuse- 
ment, which are not in the code. 
Broadway also did business selling 
theatre tickets for the current 
week. Agency was accused of sell- 
ing two $4.40 tickets for $30 at one 
of its hotel branches, and Washing- 
ton, through Deputy Rosenblatt, 
barred Broadway from doing busi- 
ness for one week. Originally the 
NALT committee suspended the 
agency for two weeks. 


Burley Code Sat. 


Washington, Nov. 20. 
Liberalization of membership re- 
quirements enforced by the WNa- 
tional Burlesque Association, ex- 
pected next week, will remove the 
last obstacle in the path of the 
burlesk code to the White House. 
The compact will be presented to 
Administrator Hugh S. Johnson be- 
fore Saturday (25), according to 
present indications, and should go 
to President Roosevelt for 
ture without undue delay. 











tutional provisions, N.B.A., newly 
created producers organization, will 
chop its annual dues from 
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Warners Mallet Outfit 
Supplants Zanuck Club 


Burbank, Cal., Nov. 20. 

Warner execs are going to do 
a good deal of story and policy con- 
ferencing henceforth on the hurri- 
cane deck of the chukker nags with 
mallet in hand. Studio riders have 
organized a new polo outfit, the Los 
Amigos, to take the place of Los 
Indios, the club established by Dar- 
ryl Zanuck during his regime at the 
Burbank studio of Warners-First 
National. 

Director members are Jack L. 
Warner, Robert Presnell, Michael 
Curtiz, C. C. Burr and Charles Ken- 
yon, with Lloyd Bacon as president 
and Herman Drayer as secretary. 
Club is a closed organization with 
membership certificates issued un- 
der articles of incorporation filed by 
Atty. A. Rona'd Button at Sacra- 
mento. Los Amigos takes over the 
assets and liabilities of the old Zan- 
uck club, which languished when 
the producer went 20th Century, and 
will play on the old Lasky Rancho. 


LITIGATION AFTERMATH 
FOLLOWS FAIR WINDUP 


Chicago, Nov. 20. 

Though the Fair is over the 
Gorilla Village and the Days of °49 
concessions continue to _ provide 
headaches for the judges who have 
to decide squawks for dough from 
builders, producers, entertainers 
and even Indians, 

Dan Burkhart-Meyer is hollering 
about his investment in the Gerilla 
Village building, amounting to $17,- 
500, according to his claim. Has 
asked that Gertrude Lintz, who ran 
the concession, give an accounting. 

Baba L. Delgarian is rumbling le- 
gally against Lou Backenstoe, of the 
Gorilla Village also, asking $270 for 
producing the girl show. With the 
girls getting to their own attorney 
to clamp on Backenstoe for their 
own salary claims. 

Days of °49 running into bank- 





Ringling Ready to Fight Finance 


Co. for Return of Circus Interest 


Testifying at a bankruptcy hear- 
ing held last Friday in the U,. S, 
District Court, Brooklyn, John 
Ringling indicated that with his 
partial return to health, he will 
fight to regain some of the assets 
which he assigned to William M. 
Greve in July, 1932. At the time 
the circus man was seriously ill 
and he declares Greve induced him 
to sign away all his circus stock 
and his collection of paintings, 
hung in his Sarasota, Fla., home, 

Greve is connected with Pru- 
dence Bonds which is concerned in 
the operation of the Ringling 
Brothers, Barnum & Bailey Circus, 
also the other big tops in the Amer- 
ican Cireus Corporation, which 
Ringling formed several years ago. 
New York Investors, Inc., said to 
be a subsidiary of Prudence, has 
Greve at its head. Investors loaned 
money to Ringling and latter's fail- 
ure to pay interest resulted in the 
assignment of the showman’s as- 
sets. 

Hearing is in the matter of the 
Allied Owners’ Corporation, which 
is bankrupt. Latter is a subsidiary 
of New York Investors from whom 
Ringling’s note was_ purchased, 
without his knowledge. Showman 
testified that hé met Greve at Madi- 
son Square Garden during a fight 
show, Greve offering to advance 
money to Ringling. Latter borrowed 
$1,714,000 for which he deposited 
40% of his circus stock, for a four- 
year period, arrangement calling for 
50% of his holdings over a five- 
year period. 

Demand Rest of Assets 


Ringling agreed to repay at the 
rate of $400,000 yearly in semi-an- 
nual payments. Last summer when 
he failed to pay an item of $18,000 
interest, he claims Greve threat- 
threatened to attach the Ringling 
show at Stubenville, O., unless he 
agreed to pledge all his assets with 
the New York Investors as added 
collateral, 

Ringling has a minority interest 
in the Ringling B-B outfit, ma- 
jority of the stock being owned by 
the widows of his brothers and 
their kin. Prudence Bonds through 
a subsidiary own 10% of the Ring- 
ling show and has operating control 





ruptey with the creditors in a howl. 
John O. Wagner, builder, squawk- 
ing about his original outlay of 
$25,000 plus additional dump-in of 
$5,000. Likely. that the building will 
be sold to satisfy creditors. 

Days of ’49 may run into further 
difficulty involving the U. S. gov- 
ernment, which is_ investigating 
non-payment of coin to Indians at 
the concession. Something like $172 
is due Chief Big Storm and cohorts. 
If the Chief and others are found to 
be government wards, the federal 
authorities will step in to see what 
it’s all about. 


Outdoors Called on 
To Aid in Tax Drive 


An informal meeting of outdoor 
showmen was held in New York 
last week for the purpose of seek- 
ing the removal of ticket admission 
taxes. Legit and picture interests 
were invited to attend and repre- 
sentatives of both those fields were 
on hand. 

Outdoor people were frankly told 
that they were a long time coming 
into the picture. They were also 
told that circuses, baseball and 
other outdoor amusement would 
have to help bear the financia) 
burden before legit and pictures 
would join in a campaign to re- 
move the taxes. It was suggested 
that the outdoor interests pay at 
least 10% of the expense. 

Meeting was called by Frank 
Spellman, promoter of outdoor 





amusements. 
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placed Tina at the Garrick in St. | 
Louis: Eloise Stewart at the Ly- | 
ceum in Columbus and Fritzie Bey | 
Colonial, Detroit. 

Wall and Joe Moss went | 
Empress, Cincinnati, Sally | 
Mann to the Gay- 
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Dolly 
into the 


Minneapolis 
and JTouise Grant 


Milwaukee. 


hernia. 


of the other big tops in the Amer- 
lean Circus Corporation, namely, 
Hagenbach-Wallace, Sells-Floto, Al 
G. Barnes and Sparks. 

When the latter four shows were 
operated by the Mugivan-Bowers 
interests, they were grouped under 
the corporate name of Circus City 
Zoological Gardens, Inc. tingling 
had an option to buy and when he 
went through with the deal, and 
formed the American corporation, 
he was opposed by the widows, 
Understood that feeling still exists. 

Samuel W. Gompertz, the show- 
man, is interested in the Prudence 
company project. Although long a 
friend of Ringling’s, Gompertz was 
named as general manager of the 
shows by the widows at the end of 
the ’32 season, 





HELD UP FOR PASSES 
Montgomery, Ala., Nov. 20. 

Downie Brothers Circus when are 
riving here Tuesday (14) found 
considerable trouble with the law. 
Just before the motor caravan 
reached the city, they were greeted 
with a warning that several of their 
trucks were overloaded beyond legal 
capacity. The show got busy, made 
satisfactory arrangements for the 
motors to be allowed to proceed, and 
the circus was allowed to open. 

When the local newspaper boys 
tried to find out if any warrants 
were issued, they were advised that 
no such warrants had been given 
the courts. With the circus having 
come and gone, it appears that the 
so-called over-loading act was just 
a ballyhoo to obtain passes. 


BRADNA OUT OF HOSP. 

Fred Bradna was discharged Fri- 
day (17) from St. Vincent's hospital, 
where he was operated on for double 
Hie is resting at Mountain 
Lakes, N. J. 

Bradna is due to open in 
with his one-ring circus early 


vaude- 
ville 
next month. 
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Pyle’s Breakdown 
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Clara bowls them over in sfond hit 
for FOX. A performance charged with 
drama... melting with romance... bub- 
bling with laughter... tense with thrills. 
A carnival dancer. . . hypnotizing, tantaliz- 


ing... but loving with a loyalty that pos- 


sesses her very soul. It’s a great show...a 


showman’s show...a ticket-seller’s jamboree! 


PRESTON FOSTER 


RICHARD CROMWELL 
HERBERT MUNDIN - JAMES 
GLEASON- MINNA GOMBELL 


From the play “The Barker’ by John Kenyon Nicholson 
Stage play produced by Charles L. Wagner 


Al Rockett Production 


Your patrons always like 
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